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What Is Post Industrial Society: Understanding the Shift Beyond Industry

what is post industrial society is a question that captures the curiosity of many who have
witnessed the dramatic changes in economies and cultures over the past century. As societies moved
away from manufacturing and heavy industry, a new era emerged—one defined by information,
services, and knowledge rather than factories and manual labor. But what exactly does this
transformation entail, and why does it matter today?

This article will explore the concept of post industrial society, its characteristics, and its implications
for the modern world. Along the way, we'll touch on key ideas such as the rise of the knowledge
economy, the impact on labor markets, and how technology shapes social structures in this new
phase of development.

Defining Post Industrial Society

Post industrial society refers to a stage of social and economic development where the focus shifts
from industrial manufacturing to service-oriented and knowledge-based activities. This concept was
popularized by sociologist Daniel Bell in the 1970s, who described the transition that Western
societies were undergoing as they moved beyond traditional industrial economies.

Unlike industrial societies, which rely heavily on factory production and manual labor, post industrial
societies emphasize information processing, technological innovation, and the growth of the service
sector. In simpler terms, the economy is less about producing physical goods and more about
creating, managing, and distributing knowledge and services.

From Industry to Information: The Core Shift

At the heart of the post industrial society is the rise of what’s often called the "knowledge economy."
This economy values intellectual capabilities over physical inputs or natural resources. Jobs in
education, healthcare, finance, research, and information technology become central, replacing the
old industrial jobs in mining, manufacturing, and agriculture.

This shift is not just economic but also social. The way people work, communicate, and live changes
significantly as societies prioritize innovation, creativity, and information management.

Key Characteristics of a Post Industrial Society

Understanding what is post industrial society involves recognizing its defining features. These
characteristics distinguish it clearly from the industrial era and shed light on how modern societies
function.



The Dominance of the Service Sector

One of the most noticeable traits of post industrial society is the dominance of the service sector. This
includes industries such as healthcare, education, finance, entertainment, and professional services.
Instead of producing tangible goods, these industries provide intangible value through expertise,
care, and information.

For example, in many developed countries today, the majority of employment is in service industries
rather than manufacturing. This trend reflects the changing demands and priorities of modern
economies.

Technological Innovation and Information Technology

Post industrial societies are powered by rapid technological advancements, especially in computing
and telecommunications. The development of the internet, mobile technologies, and big data analysis
has transformed how information is created, shared, and utilized.

Technology not only drives economic growth but also reshapes social relationships and cultural
norms. It enables remote work, global connectivity, and access to vast amounts of knowledge, all
hallmarks of a post industrial society.

Knowledge and Education as Central Pillars

In post industrial societies, education and knowledge become critical assets. Higher education,
research institutions, and lifelong learning play a vital role in sustaining economic competitiveness
and social well-being.

People are often encouraged to develop specialized skills, creativity, and critical thinking abilities.
This increases the demand for professional and technical expertise, creating new opportunities and
challenges in the workforce.

Changing Labor Markets and Employment Patterns

The transition to a post industrial society also brings profound changes to labor markets. Many
traditional industrial jobs decline, replaced by roles in services and knowledge-based fields. This can
lead to job polarization, with high-skill, high-wage jobs on one end and low-skill, low-wage jobs on the
other.

Moreover, automation and artificial intelligence increasingly affect the nature of work, sometimes
reducing the need for routine manual and cognitive tasks. Workers may need to adapt continually to
shifting demands, emphasizing flexibility and lifelong learning.



Social and Cultural Implications of Post Industrial
Society

What is post industrial society not only from an economic perspective but also in terms of social
structure and culture? The changes in work, technology, and knowledge have deep ripple effects on
how people interact and organize their lives.

The Rise of Individualism and New Social Values

With increased emphasis on information and creativity, post industrial societies often see a rise in
individualism. People may prioritize personal development, self-expression, and autonomy more than
in previous eras.

This shift can influence family structures, community engagement, and political participation. Social
networks—both online and offline—become crucial platforms for identity and communication.

Urbanization and the Growth of Knowledge Hubs

Post industrial society tends to concentrate in urban areas where knowledge industries flourish. Cities
become centers for innovation, education, and cultural exchange, attracting skilled workers and
entrepreneurs.

These knowledge hubs foster collaboration and creativity but can also result in social inequalities, as
access to education and technology is unevenly distributed.

Environmental Awareness and Sustainability

Interestingly, post industrial societies often develop heightened awareness of environmental issues.
Since economic growth is less tied to resource extraction and heavy industry, there is more room to
focus on sustainability and green technologies.

This awareness influences government policies, corporate strategies, and individual behaviors,
shaping a new relationship between society and nature.

Global Perspectives: How Different Countries
Experience Post Industrialism

The transition to a post industrial society is not uniform across the globe. Various countries
experience this shift differently due to economic development levels, political systems, cultural
contexts, and technological infrastructures.



Developed Nations Leading the Way

Countries like the United States, Japan, Germany, and many Western European nations are often cited
as prime examples of post industrial societies. Their economies have largely moved away from
manufacturing toward services, research, and information technology.

These nations invest heavily in education, innovation, and infrastructure to sustain their post
industrial status, facing challenges related to aging populations and social inequality.

Emerging Economies and Hybrid Models

Many emerging economies, such as China, India, and Brazil, exhibit hybrid characteristics. While
manufacturing and industry remain important, there is growing emphasis on services and technology
sectors.

These countries face unique challenges in managing this transition, balancing industrial growth with
the demands of a post industrial future.

Developing Countries and the Industrial Gap

In less developed countries, industrialization is often still the primary economic focus. Access to
technology and education may be limited, making the leap to a post industrial society more complex.

However, globalization and digital technologies provide opportunities for these nations to engage with
knowledge-based economies in innovative ways.

Implications for the Future: Navigating the Post
Industrial World

As we continue to evolve in the post industrial era, understanding what is post industrial society helps
individuals, businesses, and governments prepare for ongoing changes.

Adapting Education and Skills Training

With knowledge and information at the forefront, education systems must adapt to focus on critical
thinking, creativity, and digital literacy. Lifelong learning becomes essential as job requirements shift
rapidly.

Encouraging interdisciplinary studies and practical skills can help workers remain competitive and
engaged.



Addressing Inequality and Social Cohesion

The disparities created by the post industrial transition call for policies that promote inclusion and
social safety nets. Ensuring equitable access to education, technology, and healthcare is vital for
maintaining social stability.

Community-building initiatives and fostering civic participation can counterbalance tendencies toward
individualism.

Leveraging Technology Responsibly

While technology drives progress, it also poses ethical and practical challenges, such as privacy
concerns, job displacement, and digital divides. Thoughtful regulation and corporate responsibility are
crucial in navigating these issues.

Promoting digital inclusion and ethical innovation will help societies harness technology’s benefits
without sacrificing fairness or security.

Exploring what is post industrial society reveals a complex and dynamic transformation that continues
to shape our world. This ongoing shift challenges us to rethink how we work, learn, and connect,
inviting new possibilities and responsibilities in the age beyond industry.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a post-industrial society?

A post-industrial society is a stage of societal development characterized by the decline of
manufacturing industries and the rise of the service sector, information technology, and knowledge-
based activities.

How does a post-industrial society differ from an industrial
society?
Unlike an industrial society focused on manufacturing and mass production, a post-industrial society

emphasizes services, information, technology, and knowledge as the main drivers of economic growth
and social change.

What are the main characteristics of a post-industrial society?

Key characteristics include a dominant service sector, increased importance of information and
knowledge, advanced technology use, a highly educated workforce, and a shift towards white-collar
jobs.



When did the concept of post-industrial society emerge?

The concept emerged in the late 20th century, particularly in the 1970s, with sociologists like Daniel
Bell highlighting the societal shift from manufacturing to information and services.

What role does technology play in a post-industrial society?

Technology, especially information and communication technology, is central to a post-industrial
society, enabling knowledge creation, efficient service delivery, and transforming economic and social
structures.

How does education impact a post-industrial society?

Education becomes crucial as the economy relies more on specialized knowledge and skills, requiring
a more educated workforce to manage information, technology, and complex services.

What are some examples of post-industrial societies?

Countries like the United States, Japan, and many Western European nations are considered post-
industrial societies due to their economies being dominated by service sectors and advanced
technology.

What challenges are associated with the transition to a post-
industrial society?

Challenges include job displacement in manufacturing, increased social inequality, the digital divide,
and the need for continuous education and skill development to adapt to changing economic
demands.

Additional Resources
Post Industrial Society: Understanding the Shift Beyond Manufacturing

what is post industrial society is a question that has gained significant traction among
sociologists, economists, and policymakers since the late 20th century. At its core, a post industrial
society represents a stage of societal development where the economy transitions from a
manufacturing-based system to one dominated by services, information, and knowledge. This concept
marks a fundamental shift in how societies organize work, generate wealth, and define social roles,
reflecting broader changes in technology, culture, and global economic structures.

Defining Post Industrial Society

Post industrial society, a term popularized by sociologist Daniel Bell in his 1973 work "The Coming of
Post-Industrial Society," describes a phase following industrialization. Unlike industrial societies that
emphasize heavy manufacturing, production lines, and mechanized labor, post industrial societies
prioritize the information sector, innovation, and service industries. This evolution corresponds with



the rise of knowledge workers, the expansion of education, and the increasing value placed on
intellectual capabilities.

The transformation is not merely economic but social and cultural. In post industrial societies, the
workforce composition changes fundamentally; fewer people work in factories or engage in manual
labor, while more are employed in education, healthcare, finance, and technology sectors. The
societal focus shifts toward research, development, and the management of information,
underscoring the importance of intellectual capital.

Historical Context and Transition

To understand what is post industrial society, it's essential to trace its historical roots. The Industrial
Revolution in the 18th and 19th centuries marked the rise of industrial society, with economies
centered around manufacturing, mass production, and urban factory work. By the mid-20th century,
technological advances, particularly in computing and telecommunications, began reshaping
economic structures.

This shift accelerated with globalization, outsourcing manufacturing to lower-cost regions while
developed nations increasingly specialized in high-value services. For example, the United States and
Western Europe witnessed a decline in traditional manufacturing jobs, replaced by growth in sectors
such as information technology, finance, education, and healthcare. This reflects a broader global
trend where economic power is linked less to physical goods production and more to innovation and
services.

Key Features of Post Industrial Society

Several defining characteristics distinguish post industrial societies from their industrial predecessors:

1. Dominance of the Service Sector

In post industrial societies, services constitute the largest portion of economic activity. This includes
not only traditional services like retail and hospitality but also specialized areas such as legal services,
education, healthcare, and information technology. According to data from the OECD, in many
developed countries, services account for over 70% of GDP and employment, highlighting their
central role.

2. Knowledge and Information as Primary Resources

Unlike industrial economies reliant on natural resources and physical capital, post industrial societies
emphasize knowledge as a critical resource. Intellectual property, research and development, and
data management become key drivers of growth. This shift is reflected in the rise of professions such
as software development, scientific research, and consultancy.



3. Technological Innovation and Automation

Automation and advancements in digital technology reduce the need for manual labor, transforming
production processes and service delivery. Artificial intelligence, robotics, and the internet have
revolutionized how businesses operate, enabling higher efficiency and the creation of new service
models.

4. Changes in Occupational Structure

The labor market evolves with a decline in blue-collar manufacturing jobs and an increase in white-
collar, professional, and technical occupations. Education and specialized training become more
important as workers need to adapt to complex and dynamic industries.

5. Urbanization and Social Changes

Post industrial society often features increased urbanization, with metropolitan areas becoming hubs
of innovation and cultural exchange. Social structures also shift, with changes in family dynamics,
lifestyle choices, and the role of education in social mobility.

Comparative Insights: Industrial vs. Post Industrial
Societies

To better grasp what is post industrial society, comparing it with the industrial phase provides clarity:
e Economic Base: Industrial societies rely on manufacturing and heavy industry; post industrial
societies prioritize services and information.

e Labor Force: Industrial economies employ large numbers of factory workers; post industrial
economies have more knowledge workers and professionals.

e Technology Use: Industrial societies utilize mechanization and assembly lines; post industrial
societies leverage computing, automation, and digital communication.

» Social Organization: Industrial societies often feature hierarchical, centralized organizations;
post industrial systems are more decentralized and networked.

e Education: Basic and technical education dominate in industrial societies; higher education
and continuous learning are essential in post industrial contexts.

These contrasts illustrate how the fundamental pillars of society evolve in response to technological
progress and changing economic imperatives.



Implications for Economy and Society

The emergence of post industrial society carries profound implications:

- Economic Growth and Productivity: The focus on innovation and services can drive sustainable
economic growth, though measuring productivity gains in services remains complex.

- Workforce Challenges: The decline of manufacturing jobs creates structural unemployment risks,
requiring retraining and social safety nets.

- Social Inequality: Access to education and technology can create divides, potentially exacerbating
income inequality.

- Globalization: Post industrial societies often lead global networks, influencing international trade,
culture, and politics.

- Environmental Impact: While less dependent on resource extraction, increased digital
infrastructure raises new environmental concerns, such as electronic waste and energy consumption.

The Future Trajectory of Post Industrial Societies

As technology continues to evolve rapidly, post industrial societies face both opportunities and
challenges. The rise of artificial intelligence, big data, and automation promises to further transform
industries and redefine the nature of work. Some scholars argue we may be transitioning into a
“knowledge society” or even a “digital society,” underscoring the ongoing evolution beyond the post
industrial phase.

Governments and organizations must adapt by fostering innovation ecosystems, investing in
education, and addressing social disparities. The balance between technological progress and social
cohesion will be critical in shaping the future of these advanced economies.

Understanding what is post industrial society helps contextualize these dynamic changes and
provides a framework for analyzing contemporary economic and social trends. As the world navigates
this transition, the interplay between information, technology, and human capital remains central to
shaping prosperous and equitable societies.
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elements of the national innovation system, and implementation of economic modernization and
transformation of business models taking into account contradictions between modern productive
forces and getting out of date production relations. This book also explores the widespread impact of
new technologies on various areas of modern society, which is often impaired by its conservatism.
Comprising contributions from experts across various disciplines including economics, public
administration, law, and psychology, this book provides a comprehensive overview of the
opportunities and challenges associated with the modern development of society, production, and
consumption. It is a book with appeal to scholars and students of economics, business and public
administration, interested in post-industrial development in developed and developing countries, and
the specifics of implementing strategies for technological improvement in industry and the service
sector.

what is post industrial society: Three Lectures on Post-industrial Society Daniel Cohen, 2009
Employees are left exposed, and shareholders act to protect themselves, Never has the awareness
that we all live in the same world been so strong-and never have the social conditions of existence
been so unequal.

what is post industrial society: The Information Society as Post-industrial Society Yoneji
Masuda, 1981 Society to an information Society

what is post industrial society: The Post-industrial Society Alain Touraine, 1971

what is post industrial society: The Welfare State in Post-Industrial Society Jason L.
Powell, Jon Hendricks, 2009-06-10 In recent years, major social forces such as: ageing populations,
social trends, migration patterns, and the globalization of economies, have reshaped social welfare
policies and practices across the globe. Multinational corporations, NGOs, and other international
organizations have begun to influence social policy at a national and local level. Among the many
ramifications of these changes is that globalizing influences may hinder the ability of individual
nation-states to effect policies that are beneficial to them on a local level. With contributions from
thirteen countries worldwide, this collected work represents the first major comparative analysis on
the effect of globalization on the international welfare state. The Welfare State in Post-Industrial
Society is divided into two major sections: the first draws from a number of leading social welfare
researchers from diverse countries who point to the nation-state as case studies; highlighting how it
goes about establishing and revising social welfare provisions. The second portion of the volume
then moves to a more global perspective in its analysis and questioning of the impact of globalization
on citizenship, ageing and marketization. The Welfare State in Post-Industrial Society seeks to
encourage debate about the implications of the most pressing social welfare issues in nation-states,
and integrate analyses of policy and practice in particular countries struggling to provide social
welfare support for their needy populations.

what is post industrial society: The Future of the Post-industrial Society David Emanuel
Andersson, 2023-11-10 This book studies the ongoing transition from an industrial to a creative (or
post-industrial) society and how the creative society depends on a ‘soft infrastructure’ of
individualist values and institutions. It explains this by looking first at the key actors in the creative
society: creative individuals and entrepreneurial individuals, using insights from social and cognitive
psychology and the economic theory of entrepreneurship. It shows how individual creativity and
entrepreneurship are supported by both cultural individualism, based on the work of political
scientists Ronald Inglehart and Christian Welzel, as well as political individualism, the principles of a
democratic market economy guided by classical liberalism. The book offers a number of policy
implications that result from the connection of this multidisciplinary reconceptualization of
individualism to economic creativity. It discusses a system of property rights that accommodates the
creation of new property, ranging from the result of what we normally think of as product innovation
to larger-scale innovations embodied in the formation of new lifestyle communities. It also considers
examples such as universities that are more open to experimentation and more autonomous from
government regulation, and a more liberal immigration policy that may result from the positive
association between population diversity and creativity. This book is intended to support further



interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary research on the creative society (also known as
post-industrialism, the postmodern society or the knowledge-based society). It will be of interest to
academics and postgraduate students working in political economy, entrepreneurship, institutional
economics, Austrian economics, and public policy.

what is post industrial society: Theory, culture and post-industrial society Margaret S.
Archer, 2017-11-28T00:00:00+01:00 The human being and the social agent are not identical. One
sign of an adequate social theory is that it performs the introduction between them punctiliously:
defective theories settle for reduction of the one to the other. Basically, introducing them is
necessary since to be human is simultaneously to be social. Equally fundamentally, reducing them is
not on, because a human being is a lot more than a social agent. None of this is nullified by our right
and ready awareness that society contains a larger register of cultural meanings and a bigger
repository of structural resources than can ever be drawn upon by one person, nor its corollary, that
all people necessarily do draw upon them. It should be acknowledged with the same alacrity that
without reference to people’s biology and psychology, their nature and spirituality, their Weberian
«non-social» relations to both the phenomenal and noumenal worlds, we are left with «plastic man»
(Hollis, 1977) whose selective permutations on meanings and resources can only be explained by an
infinite regress to prior social determination.

what is post industrial society: Citizen Politics In Post-industrial Societies Terry Nichols
Clark, 2018-03-14 The past several decades have seen profound changes in the political landscapes
of advanced industrial societies. This volume assesses key political developments and links them to
underlying socioeconomic and cultural forces. These forces include the growth of a well-educated
middle class, the moderating of bipolar class divisions between wealthy capitalists and struggling
workers, and the accelerated rise of new media technologies (especially television) as potent tools
shaping the terms of public discussion. Related political transformations include the spread of new
social movements on feminist, environmental, and civil liberties issues; economic concerns focusing
more on growth, taxes, and middle class programs than on redistribution; the fracturing of core left
and right political ideologies; and the growing centrality of electronic media as carriers of political
opinions and rhetoric. The past several decades have seen profound changes in the political
landscapes of advanced industrial societies. This volume assesses key political developments and
links them to underlying socioeconomic and cultural forces. These forces include the growth of a
well-educated middle class, the moderating of bipolar class divisions between wealthy capitalists and
struggling workers, and the accelerated rise of new media technologies (especially television) as
potent tools shaping the terms of public discussion. Related political transformations include the
spread of new social movements on feminist, environmental, and civil liberties issues; economic
concerns focusing more on growth, taxes, and middle class programs than on redistribution; the
fracturing of core left and right political ideologies; and the growing centrality of electronic media as
carriers of political opinions and rhetoric. In their introduction, Terry Clark and Michael Rempel pull
together many seemingly disparate political changes to construct a clear, synthetic framework,
identifying eight core components of postindustrial politics. Part Two examines shifts in underlying
cultural values. It features a lively exchange between different contributors over whether apolitical,
materialistic values have risen or declined since the 1960s. Part Three offers an in-depth look at the
political views and party allegiances of the growing middle classes and Part Four examines some of
todays most divisive issues.Although primarily adopting a cross-national perspective, Citizen Politics
in Post-Industrial Societies includes several case studies of politics in the United States and one in
Japan. Unique in its synthetic vision, this volume will stimulate and challenge readers from across
the political and theoretical spectrum.

what is post industrial society: The New Class in Post-Industrial Society John McAdams,
2016-04-08 The traditional class analysis of politics in industrial societies described a conflict that
pitted the well-off business class against the working class in a democratic class struggle. This book
holds that economic development has produced a New Class which rivals the business class in the
politics of post-industrial societies.



what is post industrial society: Working Time, Knowledge Work and Post-Industrial
Society A. O'Carroll, 2015-03-16 We are living in the age of imagination and communication. This
book, about the new ways time is experienced and organised in post-industrial workplaces, argues
that the key feature of working time within knowledge, and other workplaces, is unpredictability,
creating a culture that seeks to insert acceptance of unpredictability as a new 'standard'.

what is post industrial society: Immigration and Integration in Post-Industrial Societies
Naomi Carmon, 2016-01-13 Naomi Carmon has brought together a group of distinguished scholars
from post-industrial countries to discuss changes in immigration flows, their impact on the receiving
countries, and alternative policy responses. Experts in sociology, economics, political science,
geography and urban planning base their analyses on evidence from USA, Australia, Britain, France
and Israel. They examine past experience and analyze the present situation, in which new types of
immigrants, in changing circumstances, are creating new patterns of settlement and integration.

what is post industrial society: Social Polarization in Post-industrial Metropolises John
Vianney O'Loughlin, Jurgen Friedrichs, 1996 They indicate the demographic, social and economic
changes over the past 30 years and look at the impacts of local and national policies to mitigate the
worst effects of the economic developments.

what is post industrial society: Postindustrial Possibilities Fred L. Block, 1990-05-01 While it
is often acknowledged that we live in a postindustrial age, our economic concepts have lagged far
behind our postmodern sensibility. In this incisive new work, the well-known sociologist, Fred Block,
sheds obsolete and shopworn economic analysis by presenting a bold, sweeping reconceptualization
of the economy. Postindustrial Possibilities provides a fresh understanding of the dynamics of
postindustrial change while offering a roadmap for future economic thinking. Block takes as his
point of departure the tired concepts of neo-classical economics which, while still dominant, fall
short as tools for comprehending contemporary economic forces. In Block's mind, the failure to
revise the concepts of industrial economics means that the reality of today's economy is increasingly
understood as through a glass darkly. Intent on reinvigorating thinking in this area, Block
masterfully critiques the central categories of neo-classical economics, such as the market, labor,
and capital. Block argues that the neo-classical tradition has obscured the fact that capitalist
prosperity has been built not on free markets but rather on systematic constraints on market
freedom. He further suggests that measurements of capital have become increasingly problematic
and that the concept obscures the critical sources of productivity within organizations. In his
far-reaching analysis of the Gross National Product, Block shows that there is a growing divergence
between the factors that determine people's well-being and trends in measured GNP. Postindustrial
Possibilities sets forth a new intellectual paradigm that might be called Qualitative Growth. One of
its primary foci is a shift toward improved product quality and greater priority for various
non-commodity satisfactions such as leisure, interesting work, economic security and a safe and
clean environment. It also promotes a recognition that greater economic efficiency rests not on
infusions of capital but on cooperative labor relations and on institutional reform. Wide-ranging,
intellectually vibrant and lucid, Postindustrial Possibilities will engender controversy and debate. It
is an enormous contribution that social scientists and policymakers will need to come to terms with.

what is post industrial society: The Post-Modern and the Post-Industrial Margaret A.
Rose, 1991-06-28 The first book to provide a critical survey of the many different uses made of the
term post-modern across a number of different disciplines.

what is post industrial society: The Information Society Reader Frank Webster, Raimo
Blom, 2004 Pulling together contributions to the information society debate from some of the field's
key figures, this book addresses and examines key topics, providing an invaluable resource for
students and academics alike.

what is post industrial society: Post-Industrial Socialism Adrian Little, 2004-01-14
Post-Industrial Socialism provides critical analysis of recent developments in leftist political thought.
Adrian Little charts new directions in the economy and the effects they have had on traditional
models of social welfare and orthodox approaches to social policy. In demonstrating the limitations



of the welfare state and the associated concept of citizenship, this book suggests that we need to
renew socialist welfare theory through the evaluation of universal welfare provision and a policy of
breaking the link between work and income.

what is post industrial society: From Post-Industrial to Post-Modern Society Krishan Kumar,
2009-02-09 The second edition of this classic study, revised with a new and substantial opening
chapter. New edition of a classic study by a leading social theorist Explores three major ideas crucial
to contemporary social theory: the information society, post-Fordism, and post-modernism Places the
three key ideas within the context of contemporary discourse on globalization.

what is post industrial society: Sociology, Work and Industry Tony J. Watson, 1995 In the
third edition of this successful and popular text, Tony Watson explains how the discipline of
sociology can contribute to our wider understanding of the variety of work practices and institutions
which exist in modern societies. He travels the full journey from the founding ideas of the discipline
to postmodernist departures and develops all the main areas: occupations; organizations; work
experience; industrial relations; industrial society and theory. The book ends with a thoroughly
revised chapter covering the major questions of how work experience and global patterns of
relationships are changing now and may change in the future. Thoroughly revised and presented in
a new and accessible format, this third edition ofSociology, Work and Industrywill prove an
indispensable guide to a massive and complex field.

what is post industrial society: The Politics of Knowledge Work in the Post-Industrial
Culture René Stettler, 2014-02-24 the book conducts in-depth inquiries into the practices, nature
and theory of postindustrial cultural work and the humanities - and arts - based civic dialogues
which cultural work promotes. Given the broad neglect of utopian thinking in the mainstream of
critical social science, and in an attempt to sketch out a vision of an alternative future, the aim of the
book is to outline an epistemology for cultural work as well as to reflect upon the prospects for
educational cultural work practices and their function as a catalyst for civic dialogue and cultural
change. A major focus of the book is on the epistemological, ecological, ethical and political
dimensions of cultural work. This includes the prospects for a new form of communal workspace for
knowledge and cultural learning. Cultural work and knowledge are the central topics of this book
and intersect with many of the concerns on how to involve the general public in scientific,
technological and economic developments to address urgent changes often deemed to be of a highly
scientific nature - including climate change, sustainability, environment and development.

what is post industrial society: The Study of the Future Edward Cornish, 1977-01-01 This
unique reference work - the companion volume to The Study of the Future- is designed to make the
tools of future studies accessible to the general public as well as to professional futurists. Here for
the first time in a single, convenient format are the organizations, individuals, books and periodicals,
current research projects, educational programs, films, audio-tapes, and other resources that can
help anyone concerned with exploring alternatives for the future.
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