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**If Darwin Prayed Prayers for Evolutionary Mystics: Exploring the
Intersection of Science and Spirituality**

if darwin prayed prayers for evolutionary mystics, what might those prayers
sound like? This intriguing question invites us to imagine a unique blend of
Charles Darwin’s groundbreaking scientific insights and the deep spiritual
reflections often embraced by evolutionary mystics. At first glance, Darwin,
the father of evolutionary biology, and the realm of mysticism might seem
worlds apart. Yet, when we delve deeper, we find compelling intersections
where science meets spirituality, reason dances with wonder, and the story of
life unfolds with profound mystery.

In this article, we'll explore what it means to think about Darwin in the
context of prayer and mysticism, unpack the concept of evolutionary
mysticism, and reflect on how prayer could serve as a bridge between
empirical knowledge and spiritual experience.

Understanding Evolutionary Mysticism

Before imagining the prayers Darwin might have offered, it’s essential to
grasp what evolutionary mysticism entails. Evolutionary mysticism is a
spiritual perspective that sees the process of evolution not just as a
biological fact but as a sacred unfolding of life itself. It recognizes the
cosmos as a dynamic, ever-evolving entity where every living being
participates in a grand, interconnected dance of transformation.

The Core Tenets of Evolutionary Mysticism

- **Interconnectedness of Life:** Everything in the universe, from the
tiniest microbe to the vast galaxies, is interrelated.
- **Sacredness of Evolution:** The process of evolution is viewed as a divine
or sacred movement, not merely random mutation and selection.
- **Spiritual Growth Through Change:** Personal and collective spiritual
growth mirrors evolutionary processes, emphasizing adaptation,
transformation, and emergence.
- **Integration of Science and Spirit:** It embraces scientific discoveries
about the origins and development of life while seeking deeper meaning and
transcendence.

This framework invites believers and seekers to view evolution as more than
just a scientific theory — it becomes a spiritual journey filled with awe,
reverence, and prayer.

Imagining Darwin’s Prayers: A Blend of



Curiosity and Reverence

If Darwin prayed prayers for evolutionary mystics, those prayers might
reflect a profound curiosity about the natural world, combined with a humble
acknowledgment of life’s mysteries. Though Darwin himself was cautious about
religious dogma, his writings reveal a deep appreciation for the complexity
and beauty of life.

What Might Darwin’s Prayers Include?

- **Gratitude for Discovery:** A prayer expressing thanks for the ability to
observe, question, and understand the natural world.
- **Seeking Wisdom:** Requests for clarity and insight into the intricate
mechanisms driving evolution.
- **Respect for Life’s Diversity:** A reverent acknowledgment of the endless
forms most beautiful and most wonderful.
- **Humility Before Nature’s Grandeur:** Recognition of human limitations in
fully grasping the scope of life’s unfolding.

This kind of prayer transcends traditional religious boundaries, blending
scientific awe with a spiritual sense of wonder.

The Role of Prayer in a Scientific Mindset

Many people assume science and prayer exist in separate realms, but this
isn’t always the case. Prayer, understood broadly as focused reflection,
meditation, or intention-setting, can complement scientific exploration.

How Prayer Enhances Scientific Inquiry

- **Fostering Patience and Persistence:** Scientific discovery often requires
patience; prayer can cultivate this inner calm.
- **Encouraging Humility:** Acknowledging the unknown encourages open-
mindedness and creativity.
- **Promoting Ethical Reflection:** Prayer can inspire scientists to consider
the moral implications of their work.
- **Deepening Connection:** It nurtures a sense of connection to the broader
universe, inspiring wonder and respect.

If Darwin had embraced prayer in this way, it might have enriched his
scientific pursuits with additional layers of meaning and ethical awareness.

Evolutionary Mysticism in Today’s World

The spirit of evolutionary mysticism continues to inspire thinkers, writers,
and spiritual leaders who seek to harmonize science and spirituality. This
approach encourages us to see evolution as a sacred narrative that informs
how we live, love, and relate to the planet.



Modern Voices of Evolutionary Mysticism

- **Teilhard de Chardin:** A Jesuit priest and paleontologist who envisioned
evolution as a process moving toward spiritual unity.
- **Brian Swimme:** A cosmologist who blends scientific understanding with
poetic spirituality.
- **Maria Popova:** Writer and curator of ideas who explores the awe-
inspiring aspects of science and nature.

These voices invite us to pray not just with words but with our lives,
honoring the evolutionary process that shapes all existence.

Practical Ways to Embrace Evolutionary Prayers

If you’re inspired by the notion of if Darwin prayed prayers for evolutionary
mystics, you might wonder how to incorporate this mindset into your own
spiritual or reflective practices.

Tips for Crafting Evolutionary Prayers

- **Reflect on Nature’s Complexity:** Spend time observing natural phenomena,
then express gratitude or wonder in your own words.
- **Use Scientific Insights as Inspiration:** Let discoveries about DNA,
ecosystems, or cosmic history inform your prayers or meditations.
- **Focus on Transformation:** Pray for personal and collective growth,
acknowledging that change is essential and sacred.
- **Incorporate Silence and Contemplation:** Allow moments of quiet to
connect more deeply with the mystery of life’s unfolding.

Sample Evolutionary Prayer for Mystics

“Great mystery of life,
In every cell and star, your story unfolds.
Guide me to see the sacred in change,
To honor the journey from simple to complex,
And to walk humbly in the dance of evolution.
May I cherish all living things as kin,
And find in transformation the path to deeper wisdom.
Amen.”

This prayer captures the essence of what Darwin’s prayers might have been
like had he embraced mystical reflection on evolution.

Bridging the Gap: Science, Spirituality, and
the Human Experience

Ultimately, reflecting on if darwin prayed prayers for evolutionary mystics
helps us bridge the perceived divide between empirical evidence and spiritual
meaning. It invites a more integrated worldview where science informs our



understanding of the universe, and spirituality enriches our experience of
being part of it.

By embracing this integrative approach, we can cultivate a richer
appreciation for the evolutionary journey — one that honors both the facts
uncovered by science and the deeper truths revealed through introspection and
prayer.

As we continue exploring the mysteries of life, whether through microscopes
or meditation, we find ourselves participating in a timeless quest that
connects us to Darwin’s legacy and the evolutionary mystics who seek meaning
beyond the material world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the concept behind 'if Darwin prayed prayers
for evolutionary mystics'?

The concept explores a hypothetical scenario where Charles Darwin, known for
his theory of evolution, engages in prayer or spiritual reflection, blending
scientific evolution with mystical or spiritual practices.

How does the idea of Darwin praying relate to
evolutionary mysticism?

It suggests a fusion of Darwin’s scientific insights on evolution with
mystical or spiritual interpretations, highlighting a dialogue between
science and spirituality in understanding life’s complexity.

Who are evolutionary mystics?

Evolutionary mystics are individuals who integrate evolutionary science with
spiritual or mystical beliefs, seeing evolution as a sacred or transformative
process rather than purely biological.

Why would imagining Darwin praying be significant for
evolutionary mystics?

Imagining Darwin praying symbolizes bridging the gap between empirical
science and spirituality, offering a narrative that respects both rational
inquiry and mystical experience.

Are there historical records of Darwin expressing
spiritual or mystical thoughts?

While Darwin was primarily a scientist, his writings show moments of
contemplation about nature’s complexity, but he did not publicly engage in
traditional prayer or mystical practices.

Can prayer be reconciled with evolutionary theory?

Many believe prayer and evolutionary theory can coexist, where prayer



represents a spiritual connection or intention, and evolution explains the
biological processes behind life’s diversity.

What themes might prayers from Darwin to evolutionary
mystics include?

Such prayers might include themes of gratitude for nature’s complexity, hope
for human understanding, and a desire for harmony between scientific
knowledge and spiritual wisdom.

How do evolutionary mystics interpret Darwin’s
legacy?

They often view Darwin’s work as a foundation for seeing evolution as a
divine or spiritual process, emphasizing interconnectedness and continuous
growth in both nature and consciousness.

Is 'if Darwin prayed prayers for evolutionary
mystics' a common topic in academic discussions?

This is more of a speculative or philosophical topic rather than a mainstream
academic subject, often explored in interdisciplinary studies of science and
spirituality.

How can this concept inspire contemporary discussions
about science and spirituality?

It encourages open-minded conversations about integrating scientific
understanding with spiritual meaning, fostering respect for different ways of
knowing and experiencing the world.

Additional Resources
**If Darwin Prayed Prayers for Evolutionary Mystics: An Analytical
Exploration**

if darwin prayed prayers for evolutionary mystics, what form might those
prayers take? This intriguing hypothetical invites a thoughtful examination
of the intersection between Charles Darwin’s groundbreaking scientific
contributions and the spiritual or mystical dimensions often associated with
evolutionary thought. While Darwin’s work laid the foundation for modern
evolutionary biology, the concept of “evolutionary mystics” introduces a
nuanced dialogue between empirical science and metaphysical inquiry. This
article explores this fascinating convergence, investigating how Darwin’s
legacy might resonate with contemporary spiritual interpretations of
evolution and the role of prayer or contemplation in such frameworks.

The Intersection of Evolution and Spirituality

The phrase “if Darwin prayed prayers for evolutionary mystics” immediately
suggests a blending of two seemingly disparate worlds: the rational,



evidence-based realm of evolutionary science and the subjective, experiential
domain of mysticism. Evolutionary mysticism typically refers to a spiritual
perspective that views evolutionary processes as deeply meaningful and often
imbued with a sense of cosmic purpose or divine unfolding. This viewpoint
contrasts with the strictly scientific understanding that Darwin articulated,
which emphasized natural selection and random mutations devoid of inherent
purpose.

Yet, despite these differences, there is a growing body of thought that seeks
to reconcile or integrate evolutionary biology with spiritual insights. This
reconciliation often involves reinterpreting evolutionary concepts through
metaphorical or symbolic lenses, where natural selection and adaptation
become metaphors for personal and collective transformation.

Evolutionary Mysticism Defined

Evolutionary mysticism is a contemporary spiritual movement that blends
evolutionary science with mystical traditions. It posits that the universe
and life’s evolution are part of a sacred unfolding, often guided by an
underlying consciousness or divine principle. Proponents of this view find
inspiration in the grandeur and complexity of evolutionary processes, seeing
them as manifestations of a spiritual journey.

In this context, “prayers for evolutionary mystics” might be envisioned as
meditative affirmations or petitions for guidance, wisdom, or harmony with
the evolutionary flow of life. These prayers could emphasize acceptance of
change, interconnectedness, and the continuous emergence of novelty.

Charles Darwin’s Relationship with Spirituality

To understand the plausibility of Darwin himself engaging in any form of
prayer—especially prayers tailored for evolutionary mystics—it is crucial to
revisit his personal beliefs and historical context. Darwin, born in 1809,
was raised in a Christian family and initially studied theology. However, his
scientific investigations gradually led him away from orthodox religious
views.

Darwin’s writings reflect a complex and evolving stance on religion. While he
did not explicitly deny the existence of a spiritual dimension, he grew
increasingly skeptical of traditional religious doctrines. His theory of
natural selection emphasized natural causes and random variation over
supernatural intervention. Consequently, Darwin’s legacy is often
characterized as emblematic of a scientific worldview that challenges
religious literalism.

However, some scholars argue that Darwin retained a sense of awe and
reverence for the natural world, which can be interpreted as a form of
spiritual feeling. This nuanced position opens a speculative window into how
Darwin might have engaged with the spiritual implications of evolution,
perhaps through reflective silence or contemplative thought rather than
formal prayer.



Darwin’s Personal Letters and Reflections

A review of Darwin’s correspondence reveals occasional references to
spirituality and a humble acknowledgment of the mysteries surrounding life.
For instance, Darwin expressed wonder at the complexity of life and the
intricate adaptations observed in nature, which some interpret as a quasi-
reverential attitude.

Despite this, there is no direct evidence that Darwin practiced prayer in a
traditional religious sense, nor that he composed prayers for any audience,
mystical or otherwise. His intellectual rigor and empirical focus suggest
that if Darwin did pray, it would likely have been personal, introspective,
and perhaps devoid of conventional religious language.

Prayers for Evolutionary Mystics: Themes and
Content

Assuming a scenario where Darwin authored prayers for evolutionary mystics,
what themes might these prayers encompass? Drawing on his scientific insights
and personal reflections, such prayers could integrate key evolutionary
concepts with spiritual aspirations.

Transformation and Growth: Acknowledging the ongoing process of change
and adaptation as central to life’s journey.

Interconnectedness: Emphasizing the unity of all living beings and the
shared heritage of evolution.

Humility: Recognizing human limitations in fully comprehending the
vastness and complexity of life’s history.

Wonder and Awe: Celebrating the beauty and intricacy of evolutionary
processes.

Acceptance of Uncertainty: Embracing the unknown elements of existence
without fear or dogma.

These elements align closely with contemporary evolutionary mysticism’s focus
on spiritual growth inspired by natural phenomena. Prayers might thus serve
as contemplative tools to foster a deeper connection with the evolutionary
narrative, inviting practitioners to see themselves as participants in a
sacred unfolding.

Comparative Perspectives: Evolutionary Science vs.
Evolutionary Mysticism

It is instructive to examine how the scientific method, as exemplified by
Darwin, contrasts with the experiential and often non-empirical approach of
mysticism. Evolutionary science relies on observation, hypothesis testing,
and peer review, producing knowledge grounded in reproducible evidence. In



contrast, evolutionary mysticism depends on personal experience, intuition,
and symbolic interpretation.

Despite these methodological differences, both perspectives share a
fascination with change, complexity, and emergence. This common ground
suggests potential for dialogue, where prayers or meditations might serve as
bridges between scientific understanding and spiritual meaning-making.

The Role of Prayer in a Scientific Framework

Prayer, traditionally associated with petition or worship directed toward a
deity, occupies a different conceptual space within scientific discourse.
However, from a psychological and sociocultural standpoint, prayer and
meditation can contribute to well-being, emotional resilience, and ethical
reflection.

If Darwin were to have composed prayers for evolutionary mystics, these might
be understood less as religious invocations and more as poetic meditations or
affirmations aligned with evolutionary principles. Such prayers could help
practitioners cultivate mindfulness, ethical awareness, and a sense of
belonging within the natural world.

Benefits and Limitations of Integrating Prayer with
Evolutionary Thought

Pros: Enhances emotional connection to scientific concepts; fosters
holistic understanding of life; supports mental health through
contemplative practice.

Cons: Risks conflating empirical science with subjective belief; may
lead to misinterpretation of evolutionary theory; potential for dogmatic
misuse.

An informed approach respects the boundaries of science while acknowledging
the human impulse toward meaning and spirituality.

Contemporary Reflections on Darwin and
Evolutionary Spirituality

Modern thinkers and spiritual leaders have increasingly engaged with
evolutionary theory as a source of inspiration. Writers such as Teilhard de
Chardin, who combined evolutionary science with Christian mysticism,
exemplify this trend. Similarly, the field of evolutionary spirituality
explores how personal and societal transformation can mirror evolutionary
dynamics.

In this milieu, imagining Darwin praying prayers for evolutionary mystics
becomes a metaphorical exercise that highlights the enduring relevance of his



work beyond biology. It invites us to consider how scientific narratives can
enrich spiritual practices and vice versa.

---

The hypothetical scenario of Darwin composing prayers for evolutionary
mystics opens a rich field of inquiry into how science and spirituality
intersect. While Darwin himself remained primarily a man of science, his
legacy continues to inspire diverse interpretations that blend empirical
understanding with mystical contemplation. Whether through reflective
meditation, poetic prayer, or philosophical inquiry, the convergence of
evolutionary theory and spirituality offers fertile ground for exploring the
profound mysteries of life’s unfolding.

If Darwin Prayed Prayers For Evolutionary Mystics
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religious practices, such as praying through painting, fasting for the planet, and sharing the green
Eucharist in or with nature.
  if darwin prayed prayers for evolutionary mystics: The INTRAfaith Conversation: How
Do Christians Talk Among Ourselves About INTERfaith Matters? Susan Strouse, 2016-03-18
This crisp and cogent book by the Rev. Dr. Strouse is published at a time when both interfaith and
intrafaith dialogue are critical to the vitality of spiritual life in our nation. As a parish pastor in a
small, struggling congregation I have become increasingly aware of the insularity and isolation of
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media or word-of-mouth. We parish pastors need to examine our internal (intra-congregational)
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this god of the Christian church blesses and inspires those who embrace non-traditional spiritual
paths. Whether you envision Jesus as an ascended master, a human teacher, or a mythic god-man,
this remarkable book will introduce you to a Jesus who fits fully into the Pagan imagination. Praise:
Townsend uses Jesus to initiate dialogue, and he does so in way that is accepting and inclusive of
many understandings and interpretations of Jesus, his purpose, and his relevance (or irrelevance) in
the religious practices of contemporary Pagans.— Huffington Post This work admirably promotes
understanding between belief systems that have a sometimes uneasy relationship.— Publishers
Weekly
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Seward, 2016-02-22 PREFACE At the suggestion of the Cambridge Philosophical Society, the
Syndics of the University Press decided in March, 1908, to arrange for the publication of a series of
Essays in commemoration of the Centenary of the birth of Charles Darwin and of the Fiftieth
anniversary of the publication of The Origin of Species. The preliminary arrangements were made by
a committee consisting of the following representatives of the Council of the Philosophical Society
and of the Press Syndicate: Dr H.K. Anderson, Prof. Bateson, Mr Francis Darwin, Dr Hobson, Dr
Marr, Prof. Sedgwick, Mr David Sharp, Mr Shipley, Prof. Sorley, Prof. Seward. In the course of the
preparation of the volume, the original scheme and list of authors have been modified: a few of those
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committee are mainly responsible, but for such share of the work in the preparation of the volume as
usually falls to the lot of an editor I accept full responsibility. Authors were asked to address
themselves primarily to the educated layman rather than to the expert. It was hoped that the
publication of the essays would serve the double purpose of illustrating the far-reaching influence of
Darwin's work on the progress of knowledge and the present attitude of original investigators and
thinkers towards the views embodied in Darwin's works.
  if darwin prayed prayers for evolutionary mystics: Y tú, ¿cómo oras? - Respuestas de
científicos, artistas, activistas y maestros espirituales de nuestro tiempo Celeste Yacoboni,
2025-06-22 A medida que evolucionamos, así también lo hacen nuestras oraciones. Esta es la
evolución de la iluminación, la voz colectiva del alma del mundo. Este libro nació de una inspiración
de Celeste Yacoboni: preguntar al mundo «¿cómo oras?». El resultado fue esta recopilación de
ensayos y respuestas profundamente personales de maestros espirituales de diversas tradiciones,
artistas, escritores, científicos y activistas. Al descubrir cómo oran, somos también invitados a
responder esta pregunta –y todas las que emergen a partir de ella–: Tú, ¿cómo oras? ¿Cómo te
inclinas en agradecimiento? ¿Cómo se expresa tu alma? ¿Cómo rezas? ¿Cómo bailas en éxtasis y
desnudas tu alma ante lo divino? ¿Cómo te fusionas con la naturaleza? ¿Cómo pides guía en
momentos de necesidad?
  if darwin prayed prayers for evolutionary mystics: Dealing with Darwin David N.
Livingstone, 2014-05-15 How was Darwin’s work discussed and debated among the same religious
denomination in different locations? Using place, politics, and rhetoric as analytical tools, historical
geographer David N. Livingstone investigates how religious communities sharing a Scots
Presbyterian heritage engaged with Darwin and Darwinism at the turn of the twentieth century. His
findings, presented as the prestigious Gifford Lectures, transform our understandings of the
relationship between science and religion. The particulars of place—whether in Edinburgh, Belfast,
Toronto, Princeton, or Columbia, South Carolina—shaped the response to Darwin’s theories. Were
they tolerated, repudiated, or welcomed? Livingstone shows how Darwin was read in different ways,
with meaning distilled from Darwin's texts depending on readers' own histories—their literary
genealogies and cultural preoccupations. That the theory of evolution fared differently in different
places, Livingstone writes, is exactly what Darwin might have predicted. As the theory diffused, it
diverged. Dealing with Darwin shows the profound extent to which theological debates about
evolution were rooted in such matters as anxieties over control of education, the politics of race
relations, the nature of local scientific traditions, and challenges to traditional cultural identity. In
some settings, conciliation with the new theory, even endorsement, was possible—demonstrating
that attending to the specific nature of individual communities subverts an inclination to assume a
single relationship between science and religion in general, evolution and Christianity in particular.
Livingstone concludes with contemporary examples to remind us that what scientists can say and
what others can hear in different venues differ today just as much as they did in the past.
  if darwin prayed prayers for evolutionary mystics: Out of the Stream Luís Urbano Afonso,
Vítor Serrão, 2021-02-19 The subject of this book arises from recent developments in the inventory,
preservation and study of mural paintings from the Middle Ages and the Renaissance, particularly
those from what can be considered the periphery of Europe. The aim of this book is to demonstrate
the vitality that the study of wall painting in peripheral regions can bring to the discipline of Art
History. The articles collected in this book are overwhelmingly about wall paintings that would be
hard pressed to be considered part of the master narrative of Art History. They are studies
regarding regions and themes that are rarely present in the mainstream of the discipline, but their
common thread is their focus on the functional dimension of mural paintings and on the complex
interrelation between image, audience, social context and everyday life. From Denmark to Portugal,
from graffiti to secular painting, from the orthodox monasteries of Moldavia to the noble residences
of Tirol, from Giotto to anonymous and sometimes almost amateur painters, the studies gathered in
this book place very distinct artistic realities side by side offering complementary perspectives and
insights. The book will make a valuable contribution to the literature on Medieval and Renaissance



mural painting, combining theoretical essays with others more descriptive. As the eighteen studies
collected in this book deal with paintings from a range of European regions, from Denmark to
Portugal and Romania, the book will find its way in Europe and abroad, both in the field of art
history and that of Medieval and Early Modern history. The wealth of plates and figures will make
the book also accessible to a broad audience interested in the history of painting, architecture and
cultural heritage.
  if darwin prayed prayers for evolutionary mystics: Hindu Perspectives on Evolution C.
Mackenzie Brown, 2012-01-19 Providing new insights into the contemporary creationist-evolution
debates, this book looks at the Hindu cultural-religious traditions of India, the Hindu Dharma
traditions. By focusing on the interaction of religion and science in a Hindu context, it offers a global
context for understanding contemporary creationist-evolution conflicts and tensions utilizing a
critical analysis of Hindu perspectives on these issues. The cultural and political as well as
theological nature of these conflicts is illustrated by drawing attention to parallels with
contemporary Islamic and Buddhist responses to modern science and Darwinism. The book explores
various ancient and classical Hindu models to explain the origin of the universe encompassing
creationist as well as evolutionary—but non-Darwinian—interpretations of how we came to be.
Complex schemes of cosmic evolution were developed, alongside creationist proofs for the existence
of God utilizing distinctly Hindu versions of the design argument. After examining diverse elements
of the Hindu Dharmic traditions that laid the groundwork for an ambivalent response to Darwinism
when it first became known in India, the book highlights the significance of the colonial context.
Analysing critically the question of compatibility between traditional Dharmic theories of knowledge
and the epistemological assumptions underlying contemporary scientific methodology, the book
raises broad questions regarding the frequently alleged harmony of Hinduism, the eternal Dharma,
with modern science, and with Darwinian evolution in particular.
  if darwin prayed prayers for evolutionary mystics: The Miracle of Prayer Rosemary Ellen
Guiley, 1995 True stories of people whose prayers have been answered--from lower cover.
  if darwin prayed prayers for evolutionary mystics: The Churchman , 1890
  if darwin prayed prayers for evolutionary mystics: Languages – Cultures – Worldviews Adam
Głaz, 2019-07-12 This edited book explores languages and cultures (or linguacultures) from a
translation perspective, resting on the assumption that they find expression as linguacultural
worldviews. Specifically, it investigates how these worldviews emerge, how they are constructed,
shaped and modified in and through translation, understood both as a process and a product. The
book’s content progresses from general to specific: from the notions of worldview and translation,
through a consideration of how worldviews are shaped in and through language, to a discussion of
worldviews in translation, both in macro-scale and in specific details of language structure and use.
The contributors to the volume are linguists, linguistic anthropologists, practising translators, and/or
translation studies scholars, and the book will be of interest to scholars and students in any of these
fields.
  if darwin prayed prayers for evolutionary mystics: From Aristotle to Darwin and Back Again
Etienne Gilson, 2009-09-28 Foreword by Christoph Cardinal Schönborn Darwin’s theory of evolution
remains controversial, even though most scientists, philosophers, and even theologians accept it, in
some form, as an explanation for the variety of organisms. The controversy erupts when the theory is
used to try to explain everything, including every aspect of human life, and to deny the role of a
Creator or a purpose to life. The overreaching of many scientists into matters beyond the
self-imposed limits of scientific method is perhaps explained in part by the loss of two important
ideas in modern thinking—final causality or purpose, and formal causality. Scientists understandably
bracket the idea out of their scientific thinking because they seek explanations on the level of
material and efficient causes only. Yet many of them wrongly conclude from their selective study of
the world that final and formal causes do not exist at all and that they have no place in the rational
study of life. Likewise, many erroneously assume that philosophy cannot draw upon scientific
findings, in light of final and formal causality, to better understand the world and man. The great



philosopher and historian of philosophy, Étienne Gilson, sets out to show that final causality or
purposiveness and formal causality are principles for those who think hard and carefully about the
world, including the world of biology. Gilson insists that a completely rational understanding of
organisms and biological systems requires the philosophical notion of teleology, the idea that certain
kinds of things exist and have ends or purposes the fulfillment of which are linked to their
natures—in other words, formal and final causes. His approach relies on philosophical reflection on
the facts of science, not upon theology or an appeal to religious authorities such as the Church or
the Bible. “The object of the present essay is not to make of final causality a scientific notion, which
it is not, but to show that it is a philosophical inevitability and, consequently, a constant of
biophilosophy, or philosophy of life. It is not, then, a question of theology. If there is teleology in
nature, the theologian has the right to rely on this fact in order to draw from it the consequences
which, in his eyes, proceed from it concerning the existence of God. But the existence of teleology in
the universe is the object of a properly philosophical reflection, which has no other goal than to
confirm or invalidate the reality of it. The present work will be concerned with nothing else: reason
interpreting sensible experience—does it or does it not conclude to the existence of teleology in
nature?” —Étienne Gilson
  if darwin prayed prayers for evolutionary mystics: Love's Strategy John K. Downey,
1999-10-01 Brings together the best and most popular papers and lectures of one of the most
stimulating voices in contemporary theological conversation.
  if darwin prayed prayers for evolutionary mystics: All That Is Made Keren Dibbens-Wyatt,
2025-09-09 In our smallness and fragility, we can find God’s love. Six hundred years ago, Julian of
Norwich lived in a world wrought by pandemic, persecution, war, and seismic change. As she prayed
for reassurance from God, she had a vision of a hand gently holding a tiny, round thing no bigger
than a hazelnut. Julian was so compelled by this vision that she spent the rest of her life shut away in
a single room contemplating its meaning, eventually writing the spiritual classic Revelations of
Divine Love. This miniscule thing, Julian wrote, represents all that is made. We and all creation are
so small in comparison to God—yet God counts us precious. When author Keren Dibbens-Wyatt first
learned about Julian’s Revelations, she not only found parallels to her own life as a person
housebound by chronic illness, but also discovered a great source of comfort and wisdom for
Christian faith today. Many of us feel small and helpless in the face of global issues, wondering
where God is in these turbulent times. Julian’s hazelnut vision reminds us that we are cradled in the
love and safety of God. ​As a modern-day mystic anchored to home by chronic illness, Dibbens-Wyatt
offers these lyrical, concise meditations on contemplation, creation, and learning to accept our
smallness and fragility. This hazelnut wisdom is wholly reassuring and stirs a deep and abiding faith
in a God who created us, cares for us, and sustains us in love. All That Is Made invites readers into
Christ-centered prayer and into perceiving the world and themselves as made, kept, and loved.
  if darwin prayed prayers for evolutionary mystics: I Want You to Be Tomáš Halík,
2016-08-15 In his two previous books translated into English, Patience with God and Night of the
Confessor, best-selling Czech author and theologian Tomáš Halík focused on the relationship
between faith and hope. Now, in I Want You to Be, Halík examines the connection between faith and
love, meditating on a statement attributed to St. Augustine—amo, volo ut sis, “I love you: I want you
to be”—and its importance for contemporary Christian practice. Halík suggests that because God is
not an object, love for him must be expressed through love of human beings. He calls for Christians
to avoid isolating themselves from secular modernity and recommends instead that they embrace an
active and loving engagement with nonbelievers through acts of servitude. At the same time, Halík
critiques the drive for mere material success and suggests that love must become more than a
private virtue in contemporary society. I Want You to Be considers the future of Western society,
with its strong division between Christian and secular traditions, and recommends that Christians
think of themselves as partners with nonbelievers. Halik’s distinctive style is to present profound
insights on religious themes in an accessible way to a lay audience. As in previous books, this
volume links spiritual and theological/philosophical topics with a tentative diagnosis of our times.



This is theology written on one’s knees; Halik is as much a spiritual writer as a theologian. I Want
You to Be will interest both general and scholarly readers interested in questions of secularism and
Christianity in modern life.
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