comedy central logo history

Comedy Central Logo History: Tracing the Evolution of an Iconic Brand

comedy central logo history is a fascinating journey through the evolution of one of television’s
most recognizable entertainment brands. Since its inception in the early 1990s, Comedy Central has
undergone several logo transformations, each reflecting shifts in design trends, branding strategies,
and the channel’s growing cultural footprint. For fans of comedy and graphic design enthusiasts
alike, understanding the Comedy Central logo history provides insight into how visual identity can
shape and reflect a network’s personality and audience connection.

The Origins of Comedy Central and Its First Logo

Comedy Central was born in 1991 from the merger of two smaller comedy channels: The Comedy
Channel (owned by HBO) and Ha! (owned by Viacom). This union created a new platform dedicated
exclusively to comedy programming. Naturally, the logo became a crucial element in establishing
the channel’s identity.

The 1991 Logo: A Playful, Bold Beginning

The first Comedy Central logo featured a vibrant and playful design that captured the channel’s
fresh and lighthearted spirit. It consisted of the words “Comedy Central” written in a rounded, sans-
serif typeface, stacked vertically with the word “Comedy” on top and “Central” below. The logo was
often seen in bright colors like red and blue, conveying energy and fun.

This initial logo was simple yet effective, creating a sense of approachability that matched the
channel’s comedic content. It also emphasized the word “Comedy,” making it clear to viewers the
channel’s sole focus.

The Mid-1990s Redesign: Embracing Modernity

As Comedy Central grew in popularity throughout the mid-1990s, the network sought a refreshed
look that felt more contemporary and professional while still retaining its comedic essence.

Introduction of the Globe Motif

In 1996, Comedy Central introduced a new logo design featuring a stylized globe encircled by the
channel’s name. This globe was a clever nod to the word “Central,” symbolizing the network as a
hub for comedy around the world. The typography became sleeker and more refined, using a bold
sans-serif font that balanced modernity with legibility.



This redesign was significant because it aligned Comedy Central’s branding with the global nature
of entertainment and the growing reach of cable television, suggesting the channel’s ambition to
connect with viewers everywhere.

The 2000s: The Iconic “C C” Logo Emerges

The early 2000s marked a pivotal moment in the Comedy Central logo history. In 2000, the network
unveiled a dramatically different logo that would become one of its most iconic and enduring looks.

The Dual “C”s and Eye Motif

This logo consisted of two interlocking letter “C”s, representing “Comedy Central,” with the lower
part of the letters forming an abstract eye shape. The design was minimalist but clever, symbolizing
the network’s watchful eye on comedy trends and cultural commentary. The color scheme also
shifted to grayscale, giving the logo a sleek and timeless appearance.

The dual “C” logo was versatile and instantly recognizable, allowing Comedy Central to strengthen
its brand recognition across various platforms, including emerging digital media. It also conveyed a
sense of sophistication, appealing to an audience that appreciated both mainstream and alternative
comedy.

Typography and Brand Consistency

Alongside the dual “C” emblem, the network used clean, simple typography for its name, often
placed underneath or beside the icon. This consistency helped solidify the visual identity, making it
easier for viewers to associate the symbol with Comedy Central programming.

The 2011 Redesign: A Fresh, Dynamic Approach

By 2011, the media landscape had evolved dramatically with the rise of social media, streaming, and
mobile viewing. Comedy Central responded with a new logo reflecting these changes.

The Circular Logo with a Central Dot

The 2011 logo featured a large, bold “C” encircling a smaller dot or “central” point inside it. This
design was simpler and more geometric than previous versions, emphasizing the idea of centrality in
a modern, abstract way. The color palette shifted to a bright, electric blue, projecting energy and
freshness.

This iteration was designed to be highly adaptable across digital platforms, fitting neatly as an app
icon or social media avatar. The minimalism also made it easier to animate or incorporate into on-air



graphics, meeting the demands of contemporary branding.

Brand Messaging Through Design

The 2011 logo’s simplicity was more than aesthetic—it communicated Comedy Central’s focus on
being a central destination for diverse comedy content. The central dot symbolized the network’s
role as a hub or nucleus, reinforcing its position in the entertainment ecosystem.

The 2018 Update: Balancing Tradition and Modern
Trends

In 2018, Comedy Central once again refreshed its logo, aiming to balance its rich heritage with
today’s design sensibilities.

Maintaining the Central “C” While Adding Flair

The updated logo retained the iconic “C” and central dot but introduced a more three-dimensional
look with subtle gradients and shadows. This gave the logo depth and a tactile quality, aligning with
the trend of adding dimension to flat designs without losing simplicity.

The typography accompanying the logo became more playful and less rigid, reflecting Comedy
Central’s commitment to bold and irreverent humor. The color scheme alternated between classic
black-and-white versions and vibrant, eye-catching hues for special events or branding campaigns.

Why These Changes Matter

This update demonstrated Comedy Central’s understanding that logos must evolve to stay relevant
while respecting the brand’s core identity. The blend of tradition and innovation in the 2018 logo
helped maintain loyalty among long-time viewers while attracting new audiences accustomed to
dynamic digital visuals.

Understanding the Role of Logo Evolution in Comedy
Central’s Success

Looking at the comedy central logo history, it’s clear that each redesign was not just about
aesthetics but strategic communication. Logos serve as visual shorthand for a brand’s values, tone,
and personality.

Comedy Central’s logo transformations mirror the channel’s journey from a niche comedy outlet to a



mainstream powerhouse with global reach. By adapting its visual identity to changing cultural and
technological landscapes, Comedy Central has stayed relevant and recognizable.

Tips for Brand Logo Evolution Inspired by Comedy Central

For marketers, designers, or network executives, the Comedy Central logo history offers useful
lessons:

e Keep the core elements consistent: Retain recognizable shapes or symbols to maintain
brand equity.

¢ Adapt to new media: Design logos that work across traditional TV, apps, social media, and
beyond.

» Balance simplicity with personality: A logo should be easy to recognize but also reflect the
brand’s unique voice.

e Use color strategically: Colors can evoke emotion and signal brand evolution without losing
identity.

e Test for versatility: Ensure the logo looks good in black and white, small sizes, and different
backgrounds.

The Future of Comedy Central’s Visual Identity

As Comedy Central continues to innovate in comedy and entertainment, its logo will likely evolve
further. Future iterations may incorporate motion graphics, augmented reality, or interactive
elements to engage younger, tech-savvy audiences.

However, the essence of the brand—a central hub for laughter, satire, and cultural

commentary—will remain at the heart of any visual identity. The comedy central logo history shows
a commitment to growth without losing the humor and approachability that define the channel.

Whether you're a fan of stand-up specials, satirical news, or animated comedy, the changing face of

Comedy Central’s logo is a reminder of how design and entertainment go hand in hand to create
memorable experiences.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the Comedy Central logo first introduced?

The original Comedy Central logo was introduced in 1991 when the channel launched as The



Comedy Channel.

How has the Comedy Central logo evolved over the years?

The Comedy Central logo has evolved from a simple wordmark to a more stylized emblem featuring
a globe and a bold, modern font, reflecting the channel's growth and rebranding efforts.

What elements were featured in the original Comedy Central
logo?

The original logo featured a vertical stack of the words 'Comedy' and 'Central' in a straightforward,
sans-serif font, emphasizing clarity and simplicity.

When did Comedy Central adopt the globe design in its logo?

Comedy Central introduced the globe design in its logo in 2000, symbolizing the channel's global
reach and diverse comedy content.

What is the significance of the swirl or ring around the globe
in the Comedy Central logo?

The swirl or ring around the globe represents connectivity and the dynamic nature of comedy,
suggesting the channel's role in bringing humor to a worldwide audience.

Has Comedy Central ever used different color schemes in its
logos?

Yes, Comedy Central's logos have primarily used black and white, but variations have included
orange, red, and blue accents to reflect different branding phases.

Who designed the current Comedy Central logo?

The current Comedy Central logo was designed by the branding agency Troika in 2011 as part of a
modern rebranding effort.

Why did Comedy Central update its logo in 2011?

Comedy Central updated its logo in 2011 to create a more contemporary and versatile design that
works well across digital platforms and reflects the channel's evolving identity.

Additional Resources
Comedy Central Logo History: Evolution of a Comedy Giant’s Visual Identity

comedy central logo history reveals a fascinating journey of brand evolution that mirrors the
network’s growth and shifts in the entertainment landscape. Since its inception in the early 1990s,



Comedy Central has undergone several visual transformations, each reflecting broader changes in
design trends, audience expectations, and corporate strategy. This article delves into the intricate
timeline of the Comedy Central logo, analyzing the strategic decisions behind each iteration and
their impact on brand recognition.

The Origins of the Comedy Central Logo

Comedy Central was formed in 1991 through the merger of two competing comedy channels: The
Comedy Channel (launched by HBO) and HA! (owned by Viacom). This merger necessitated the
creation of a new logo that would unify the identities and signal a fresh start for the combined entity.

The earliest Comedy Central logo was introduced in 1991. It featured a globe encircled by the
network’s name, emphasizing the channel’s ambition to reach a broad, international comedy
audience. The globe symbolized the “central” aspect of the network’s name, suggesting a hub for
comedy content worldwide. The typography was straightforward, using a sans-serif font that
balanced approachability and professionalism.

Design Features of the Original Logo

- A stylized globe at the center, representing global outreach.
- The words “Comedy Central” wrapped around the globe in uppercase letters.
- A muted color palette dominated by blues and grays, conveying seriousness mixed with creativity.

This initial design set the foundation for Comedy Central’s brand identity, positioning it as a serious
player in the comedy entertainment sector. However, as the network’s content diversified and its
audience expanded, a more dynamic and contemporary logo became necessary.

Transition and Redesigns: The 2000s Shift

By the early 2000s, Comedy Central was evolving rapidly, moving beyond stand-up and sketches to
include satirical news programs, animated series, and original programming that appealed to
younger demographics. This shift prompted a logo redesign in 2000, aiming for a more modern and
versatile visual identity.

The 2000 redesign marked a significant departure from the globe motif. Instead, the logo featured a
circular emblem split into two halves, with the top half containing the word “COMEDY” and the
bottom half “CENTRAL.” A distinctive spiral design filled the circle’s center, evoking a sense of
motion and energy. The typography became bolder and more compact, enhancing legibility across
digital platforms.

Why the Spiral? Symbolism and Audience Appeal

The spiral at the heart of the logo symbolized a vortex of laughter and entertainment, drawing



viewers into the network’s comedic world. This element was particularly effective in differentiating
Comedy Central from other cable networks that favored more literal or static logos.

Additionally, the bold, sans-serif font aligned with contemporary design trends of the early 2000s,
focusing on minimalism and clarity. This logo was more adaptable across various media, from
television screens to emerging online platforms.

The 2011 Rebrand: A Bold New Identity

In 2011, Comedy Central unveiled another major rebrand, reflecting the network’s transformation
into a multi-platform comedy powerhouse. This redesign gained attention for its simplicity and
clever use of negative space.

The new logo featured two capital “C” letters stacked vertically, forming an abstract column or
tower shape. The design was monochromatic, typically rendered in black and white, emphasizing
versatility and timelessness. The network’s name was often displayed alongside or below the icon in
a clean, modern typeface.

Impact and Reception of the 2011 Logo

- The minimalist approach resonated with digital audiences, as the logo scaled well on mobile
devices and social media.

- The stacked “CC” design became instantly recognizable, creating a strong visual shorthand for the
brand.

- Critics praised the logo for balancing simplicity with conceptual depth, representing Comedy
Central as a pillar of comedy content.

This logo remains in use today with minor tweaks, underscoring its success in capturing the
network’s essence.

Comparative Analysis: Comedy Central’s Logo vs.
Competitors

When analyzing Comedy Central’s logo evolution in the context of competing comedy networks and
entertainment brands, several observations emerge:

e Distinctiveness: The use of abstract shapes like the spiral and stacked “CC” sets Comedy
Central apart from competitors such as FX or HBO Max, which often rely on wordmarks or
literal imagery.

e Adaptability: Comedy Central’s logos have progressively shifted towards minimalism,
enhancing usability across digital platforms—an essential factor in an era dominated by
streaming and social media.



e Brand Consistency: Despite multiple redesigns, the logo has consistently emphasized clarity
and a balance between humor and professionalism.

Pros and Cons of the Current Logo Design

1. Pros:
o Highly recognizable and memorable due to simplicity.
o Effective across various sizes and media formats.

o Reflects a mature, versatile brand identity suitable for diverse comedy genres.

2. Cons:
o Lacks explicit humor or playful elements that might appeal to more casual viewers.

o Monochrome palette could be seen as less vibrant compared to earlier colorful logos.

The Future of the Comedy Central Logo

As Comedy Central continues to expand its digital footprint and experiment with new content
formats, including podcasts, streaming specials, and interactive media, the logo’s adaptability will
remain crucial. Emerging trends in logo design emphasize motion graphics and dynamic branding,
areas where Comedy Central could innovate further by incorporating animation or color shifts into
their visual identity.

Moreover, maintaining a balance between the logo’s professional appeal and the inherently playful
nature of comedy will be a strategic consideration. Whether future redesigns will reintroduce more
whimsical elements or further streamline the logo’s minimalism remains to be seen.

The comedy central logo history exemplifies how a brand’s visual identity is not static but evolves in
response to cultural shifts, technological advancements, and audience engagement. Each logo
iteration has successfully navigated the challenge of representing humor—a notoriously abstract
concept—in a visual form that is both meaningful and marketable.



Comedy Central L.ogo History

Find other PDF articles:
https://spanish.centerforautism.com/archive-th-115/Book?dataid=1rQ01-5255&title=complete-works-
of-cs-lewis.pdf

comedy central logo history: Info 7 Verein fur Medieninformation und Mediendokumentation,

comedy central logo history: FCC Record United States. Federal Communications
Commission, 2017

comedy central logo history: From Networks to Netflix Derek Johnson, 2022-07-26 Now in a
second edition, this textbook surveys the channels, platforms, and programming through which
television distribution operates, with a diverse selection of contributors providing thorough
explorations of global media industries in flux. Even as legacy media industries experience
significant disruption in the face of streaming and online delivery, the power of the television
channel persists. Far from disappearing, television channels have multiplied and adapted to meet
the needs of old and new industry players alike. Television viewers now navigate complex choices
among broadcast, cable, and streaming services across a host of different devices. From Networks to
Netflix guides students, instructors, and scholars through that complex and transformed channel
landscape to reveal how these industry changes unfold and why they matter. This second edition
features new players like Disney+, HBO Max, Crunchyroll, Hotstar, and more, increasing attention
to TV services across the world. An ideal resource for students and scholars of media criticism,
media theory, and media industries, this book continues to offer a concrete, tangible way to grasp
the foundations of television—and television studies—even as they continue to be rewritten.

comedy central logo history: TiVo Hacks Raffi Krikorian, 2003-08-22 TiVo Hacks helps you
get the most out of your TiVo personal video recorder. Armed with just a screwdriver and basic
understanding of PC hardware (or willingness to learn), preeminent hackability awaits. This book
includes hacks for changing the order of recorded programs, activating the 30-second skip to blaze
through commercials, upgrading TiVo's hard drive for more hours of recording, use of TiVo's Home
Media Option to remotely schedule a recording via the Web, log in to the serial port for
command-line access to programming data, log files, closed-captioning data, display graphics on the
TiVo screen, and even play MP3s.Readers who use advanced hacks to put TiVo on their home
network via the serial port, Ethernet, USB, or wireless (with 802.11b WiFi) will watch a whole new
world open up. By installing various open source software packages, you can use TiVo for mail,
instant messaging, caller-ID, and more. It's also easy to run a web server on TiVo to schedule
recordings, access lists of recorded shows, and even display them on a web site. While TiVo gives
viewers personalized control of their TVs, TiVo Hacks gives users personalized control of TiVo.Note:
Not all TiVos are the same. The original TiVo, the Series 1, is the most hackable TiVo out there; it's a
box thrown together with commodity parts and the TiVo code is running on open hardware. The
Series 2 TiVo, the most commonly sold TiVo today, is not open. You won't see hacks in this book that
involve modifying Series 2 software.

comedy central logo history: Our Story Called Life Peter Abrams, 2017-03-16 We all have a
voice, a story, in our head that talks to us, every 20-30 seconds... When we wake up to find Donald
Trump is president, corporations are more powerful than countries and everybody is unhappy... THE
STORY NEEDS TO BE REWRITTEN. Our life is a story and it's time for an internal awakening of
your inherent awesomeness, YOU HAVE ALL THE ANSWERS YOU NEED and you find them by
looking within... It's time to become the author of your own destiny and the story-teller of your
reality... It's time for your; PERSONAL REVOLUTION! He's a beautiful human being with a beautiful
message; Peter's call for a personal revolution will change lives - Russell Brand Peter's first book
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un-apologetically asks the controversial questions many of us are too scared to ask - Independent

comedy central logo history: Colbert's America Sophia A. McClennen, 2011-11-30 Is the
comedy of Stephen Colbert simply fun or is it powerful political satire? Does it entertain viewers or
does it empower them? Or does it teach us that in today's media-saturated world those binaries
make no sense? Colbert's America claims that Colbert's satire fosters critical thinking about social
issues, encourages active citizenship, and entertains the viewer - all at the same time. The first book
to cover the various themes and features of Colbert's America offers readers insight into the
powerful ways that Colbert's comedy challenges the cult of ignorance that has threatened
meaningful public debate and social dialogue since 9/11.

comedy central logo history: Unternehmens- und Marketingkommunikation Manfred Bruhn,
2012-11-13 Vorteile - Unternehmenskommunikation aus einer Hand - Die Handlungshilfe fir die
Praxis Stimmen zum Buch »Zunachst fallt die hochgradige Stringenz des Werkes ins Auge. (...)
Insgesamt ist dem Verfasser mit diesem Werk eine umfassende Darstellung des
Kommunikationsmanagements gelungen, die den State-of-the-art wiedergibt und fur den Unterricht
und/oder das Selbststudium hervorragend geeignet sind....« Der Lebensmittelbrief, 9/10 2005 Zum
Werk Der umfassende Ansatz der Integrierten Kommunikation ist darauf ausgerichtet, samtliche
internen und externen Kommunikationsinstrumente in inhaltlicher, formaler und zeitlicher Hinsicht
miteinander zu vernetzen, um aus den vielfaltigen Kommunikationsquellen einen einheitlichen
Unternehmensauftritt zu formen. Dies stellt den konzeptionellen Rahmen des Buches dar. Das
Handbuch ist ein Nachschlagewerk, um theorie- und praxisorientiert eine Ubersicht zu den
vielfaltigen Themen der internen und externen Kommunikation zu geben. Zahlreiche Studien,
Unternehmensbeispiele und Inserts unterstiitzen dieses Anliegen. Zur Neuauflage Die zweite
Auflage wurde vollstandig iiberarbeitet. Inhaltlich zeichnet sich die Uberarbeitungen vor allem
durch fachliche Vertiefungen und dies insbesondere durch die Aufnahme der Social Media als
Kommunikationsmedium aus. Die bewahrte Gliederung des Buches wurde beibehalten. Inhalt
Bedeutung und Stellung der Kommunikationspolitik - Grundlagen der Kommunikationsforschung -
Bedeutung der Kommunikation im Marketingmix - Der Kommunikationsmarkt in Deutschland
Strategische Ausrichtung der Unternehmenskommunikation - Strategische versus taktische
Ausrichtung - Planungsprozess - Konzeptpapier - Umsetzung der Integrierten Kommunikation
Einsatz kommunikationspolitischer Instrumente - Mediawerbung - Verkaufsforderung - Direct
Marketing - Public Relations - Sponsoring - Personlichen Kommunikation - Messen und
Ausstellungen - Event Marketing - Multimediakommunikation - Mitarbeiterkommunikation -
Rechtliche Rahmenbedingungen Autor Prof. Dr. Manfred Bruhn, Basel. Zielgruppe Fur Praktiker,
Wissenschaftler und Studierende in Marketing, Werbung und Vertrieb.

comedy central logo history: All Joking Aside Rebecca Krefting, 2014-09-01 A professor of
American Studies—and stand-up comic—examines sharply focused comedy and its cultural utility in
contemporary society. Outstanding Academic Title, Choice In this examination of stand-up comedy,
Rebecca Krefting establishes a new genre of comedic production, “charged humor,” and charts its
pathways from production to consumption. Some jokes are tears in the fabric of our beliefs—they
challenge myths about how fair and democratic our society is and the behaviors and practices we
enact to maintain those fictions. Jokes loaded with vitriol and delivered with verve, charged humor
compels audiences to action, artfully summoning political critique. Since the institutionalization of
stand-up comedy as a distinct cultural form, stand-up comics have leveraged charged humor to
reveal social, political, and economic stratifications. All Joking Aside offers a history of charged
comedy from the mid-twentieth century to the early aughts, highlighting dozens of talented comics
from Dick Gregory and Robin Tyler to Micia Mosely and Hari Kondabolu. The popularity of charged
humor has waxed and waned over the past sixty years. Indeed, the history of charged humor is a tale
of intrigue and subversion featuring dive bars, public remonstrations, fickle audiences, movie stars
turned politicians, commercial airlines, emergent technologies, neoliberal mind-sets, and a
cavalcade of comic misfits with an ax to grind. Along the way, Krefting explores the fault lines in the
modern economy of humor, why men are perceived to be funnier than women, the perplexing



popularity of modern-day minstrelsy, and the way identities are packaged and sold in the
marketplace. Appealing to anyone interested in the politics of humor and generating implications for
the study of any form of popular entertainment, this history reflects on why we make the choices we
do and the collective power of our consumptive practices. Readers will be delighted by the broad
array of comic talent spotlighted in this book, and for those interested in comedy with substance, it
will offer an alternative punchline.

comedy central logo history: In the Peanut Gallery with Mystery Science Theater 3000 Robert
G. Weiner, Shelley E. Barba, 2014-01-10 The award-winning television series Mystery Science
Theater 3000 (1988-1999) has been described as the smartest, funniest show in America, and
forever changed the way we watch movies. The series featured a human host and a pair of robotic
puppets who, while being subjected to some of the worst films ever made, provided ongoing
hilarious and insightful commentary in a style popularly known as riffing. These essays represent the
first full-length scholarly analysis of Mystery Science Theater 3000--MST3K--which blossomed from
humble beginnings as a Minnesota public-access television show into a cultural phenomenon on two
major cable networks. The book includes interviews with series creator Joel Hodgson and cast
members Kevin Murphy and Trace Beaulieu.

comedy central logo history: The Advocate , 2004-07-06 The Advocate is a lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender (LGBT) monthly newsmagazine. Established in 1967, it is the oldest continuing
LGBT publication in the United States.

comedy central logo history: Harriet Tubman Kristen T. Oertel, 2015-08-20 Escaped slave,
Civil War spy, scout, and nurse, and champion of women's suffrage, Harriet Tubman is an icon of
heroism. Perhaps most famous for leading enslaved people to freedom through the Underground
Railroad, Tubman was dubbed Moses by followers. But abolition and the close of the Civil War were
far from the end of her remarkable career. Tubman continued to fight for black civil rights, and
campaign fiercely for women'’s suffrage, throughout her life. In this vivid, concise narrative
supplemented by primary documents, Kristen T. Oertel introduces readers to Tubman’s
extraordinary life, from the trauma of her childhood slavery to her civil rights activism in the late
nineteenth century, and in the process reveals a nation’s struggle over its most central injustices.

comedy central logo history: The Complete Directory to Prime Time Network and Cable TV
Shows, 1946-Present Tim Brooks, Earle F. Marsh, 2009-06-24 AMERICA’S #1 BESTSELLING
TELEVISION BOOK WITH MORE THAN HALF A MILLION COPIES IN PRINT- NOW REVISED AND
UPDATED! PROGRAMS FROM ALL SEVEN COMMERCIAL BROADCAST NETWORKS, MORE THAN
ONE HUNDRED CABLE NETWORKS, PLUS ALL MAJOR SYNDICATED SHOWS! This is the
must-have book for TV viewers in the new millennium-the entire history of primetime programs in
one convenient volume. It’s a guide you’ll turn to again and again for information on every series
ever telecast. There are entries for all the great shows, from evergreens like The Honeymooners, All
in the Family, and Happy Days to modern classics like 24, The Office, and Desperate Housewives; all
the gripping sci-fi series, from Captain Video and the new Battle Star Galactica to all versions of Star
Trek; the popular serials, from Peyton Place and Dallas to Dawson’s Creek and Ugly Betty; the
reality show phenomena American Idol, Survivor, and The Amazing Race; and the hits on cable,
including The Daily Show with Jon Stewart, Top Chef, The Sopranos, Curb Your Enthusiasm, Project
Runway, and SpongeBob SquarePants. This comprehensive guide lists every program alphabetically
and includes a complete broadcast history, cast, and engaging plot summary-along with exciting
behind-the-scenes stories about the shows and the stars. MORE THAN 500 ALL-NEW LISTINGS
from Heroes and Grey’s Anatomy to 30 Rock and Nip/Tuck UPDATES ON CONTINUING SHOWS
such as CSI, Gilmore Girls, The Simpsons, and The Real World EXTENSIVE CABLE COVERAGE with
more than 1,000 entries, including a description of the programming on each major cable network
AND DON'T MISS the exclusive and updated “Ph.D. Trivia Quiz” of 200 questions that will challenge
even the most ardent TV fan, plus a streamlined guide to TV-related websites for those who want to
be constantly up-to-date SPECIAL FEATURES! » Annual program schedules at a glance for the past
61 years * Top-rated shows of each season * Emmy Award winners ¢ Longest-running series



Spin-off series * Theme songs ¢ A fascinating history of TV “This is the Guinness Book of World
Records . . . the Encyclopedia Britannica of television!” -TV Guide

comedy central logo history: The Mythic Mr. Lincoln Jeff O’Bryant, 2021-09-15 Honest Abe.
The rail-splitter. The Great Emancipator. Old Abe. These are familiar monikers of Abraham Lincoln.
They describe a man who has influenced the lives of everyday people as well as notables like Leo
Tolstoy, Marilyn Monroe, and Winston Churchill. But there is also a multitude of fictional Lincolns
almost as familiar as the original: time traveler, android, monster hunter. This book explores
Lincoln's evolution from martyred president to cultural icon and the struggle between the Lincoln of
history and his fictional progeny. He has been Simpsonized by Matt Groening, charmed by Shirley
Temple, and emulated by the Lone Ranger. Devotees have attempted to clone him or to raise him
from the dead. Lincoln's image and memory have been invoked to fight communism, mock a sitting
president, and sell products. Lincoln has even been portrayed as the greatest example of goodness
humanity has to offer. In short, Lincoln is the essential American myth.

comedy central logo history: Historical Dictionary of Animation and Cartoons Nichola
Dobson, 2020-06-15 Historical Dictionary of Animation and Cartoons is intended to provide an
overview of the animation industry and its historical development. The animation industry has been
in existence as long (some would argue longer) than cinema, yet it has had less exposure in terms of
the discourse of moving-image history. This book introduces animation by considering the various
definitions that have been used to describe it over the years. A different perception of animation by
producers and consumers has affected how the industry developed and changed over the past
hundred years. This second edition of Historical Dictionary of Animation and Cartoons contains a
chronology, an introduction, and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has over 300
cross-referenced entries on animators, directors, studios, techniques, films, and some of the
best-known characters. This book is an excellent resource for students, researchers, and anyone
wanting to know more about animation and cartoons.

comedy central logo history: Gender, Race, and Social Identity in American Politics Lori L.
Montalbano, 2019-08-26 Gender, Race, and Social Identity in American Politics: The Past and Future
of Political Access explores the ways in which cultural expression is represented in American politics
as it intersects with issues of gender, race, and the construction of social identity. Specifically, this
body of work examines how representations in the media and larger culture can establish and
diminish the status of diverse communities of American politicians. Contributors analyze the
rhetorical and performative changes that have occurred in America as it has shifted politically from
growing acceptance and tolerance to an obscure—and often hostile—conservative ideology. This
book contributes to the growing dialogue surrounding American politics by citing specific cases of
gender and race-based infringements of the current political system, as purported by media and
party players. This book will be especially useful to scholars of political science, media studies,
gender studies, and critical race studies.

comedy central logo history: The Advocate , 2004-07-06 The Advocate is a lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender (LGBT) monthly newsmagazine. Established in 1967, it is the oldest continuing
LGBT publication in the United States.

comedy central logo history: Encyclopedia of Television Horace Newcomb, 2014-02-03 The
Encyclopedia of Television, second edtion is the first major reference work to provide description,
history, analysis, and information on more than 1100 subjects related to television in its
international context. For a full list of entries, contributors, and more, visit the Encyclo pedia of
Television, 2nd edition website.

comedy central logo history: Comic Drunks, Crazy Cults, and Lovable Monsters David Scott
Diffrient, 2022-12-01 Contradictory to its core, the sitcom—an ostensibly conservative, tranquilizing
genre—has a long track record in the United States of tackling controversial subjects with a
fearlessness not often found in other types of programming. But the sitcom also conceals as much as
it reveals, masking the rationale for socially deviant or deleterious behavior behind figures of
ridicule whose motives are rarely disclosed fully over the course of a thirty-minute episode.




Examining a broad range of network and cable TV shows across the history of the medium, from
classic, working-class comedies such as The Honeymooners, All in the Family, and Roseanne to
several contemporary cult series, animated programs, and online hits that have yet to attract much
scholarly attention, this book explores the ways in which social imaginaries related to “bad
behavior” have been humorously exploited over the years. The repeated appearance of socially
wayward figures on the small screen—from raging alcoholics to brainwashed cult members to actual
monsters who are merely exaggerated versions of our own inner demons—has the dual effect of
reducing complex individuals to recognizable “types” while neutralizing the presumed threats that
they pose. Such representations not only provide strangely comforting reminders that “badness” is a
cultural construct, but also prompt audiences to reflect on their own unspoken proclivities for
antisocial behavior, if only in passing.

comedy central logo history: America According to Colbert S. McClennen, 2011-11-30
America According to Colbert: Satire as Public Pedagogy post 9/11 argues that, in contrast to the
anti-intellectualism, the sensationalism, and the punditry that tend to govern most mass media
today, Stephen Colbert's program offers his audience the opportunity to understand the context
through which most news is reported and to be critical of it.

comedy central logo history: The Greatest Cult Television Shows of All Time Christopher ]J.
Olson, CarrieLynn D. Reinhard, 2020-05-29 Reaching back to the beginnings of television, The
Greatest Cult Television Shows offers readers a fun and accessible look at the 100 most significant
cult television series of all time, compiled in a single resource that includes valuable information on
the shows and their creators. While they generally lack mainstream appeal, cult television shows
develop devout followings over time and exert some sort of impact on a given community, society,
culture, or even media industry. Cult television shows have been around since at least the 1960s,
with Star Trek perhaps the most famous of that era. However, the rise of cable contributed to the
rise of cult television throughout the 1980s and 1990s, and now, with the plethora of streaming
options available, more shows can be added to this categorization Reaching back to the beginnings
of television, the book includes such groundbreaking series as The Twilight Zone and The Prisoner
alongside more contemporary examples like Crazy Ex-Girlfriend and Hannibal. The authors provide
production history for each series and discuss their relevance to global pop culture. To provide a
more global approach to the topic, the authors also consider several non-American cult TV series,
including British, Canadian, and Japanese shows. Thus, Monty Python’s Flying Circus appears
alongside Sailor Moon and Degrassi Junior High. Additionally, to move beyond the conception of
“cult” as a primarily white, heteronormative, fanboy obsession, the book contains shows that speak
to a variety of cult audiences and experiences, such as Queer as Folk and Charmed. With detailed
arguments for why these shows deserve to be considered the greatest of all time, Olson and
Reinhard provide ideas for discussion and debate on cult television. Each entry in this book
demonstrates the importance of the 100 shows chosen for inclusion and highlights how they offer
insight into the period and the cults that formed around them.
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