the radium girls

The Radium Girls: A Story of Courage, Tragedy, and Change

the radium girls are a poignant symbol of both industrial progress and the human cost that
sometimes accompanies scientific advancement. Their story, woven through the early 20th century,
is one of bravery, tragedy, and ultimately, monumental change in workplace safety laws. These
young women, who worked painting luminous watch dials with radium-based paint, unknowingly
faced a deadly hazard that would alter their lives and the lives of countless others forever.

Who Were the Radium Girls?

The term "radium girls" refers to female factory workers employed during the 1910s and 1920s to
paint watch dials and instrument panels with radium-infused luminous paint. Radium, a radioactive
element discovered in 1898 by Marie and Pierre Curie, glowed brightly in the dark and was believed
to be a miracle substance at the time. It found commercial use in various products, especially in the
watchmaking industry.

These women were primarily young, working-class individuals who were hired to apply the glowing
paint using fine brushes. The job required precision, and supervisors instructed the workers to use a
technique called "lip-pointing" — shaping the brush tips with their lips to maintain a fine point.
Unbeknownst to them, this practice exposed them to dangerous levels of radium radiation.

The Work Environment and Conditions

Most radium dial factories lacked proper safety protocols. Protective gear was minimal or non-
existent, and workers handled radium with little knowledge of its harmful effects. The glowing paint
was highly coveted for its ability to illuminate watch dials in the dark, but the health risks were
ignored or downplayed by factory owners eager to meet demand.

The women often worked long hours in poorly ventilated rooms, applying layer after layer of radium
paint. While the paint gave their work a magical quality, it also silently seeded a health crisis that
would emerge years later.

The Hidden Dangers of Radium Exposure

Radium emits alpha particles, a type of radiation that can cause serious damage when ingested or
inhaled, though it cannot penetrate the skin. The radium girls, by frequently putting their brushes in
their mouths, ingested radioactive materials daily. This led to radium accumulating in their bones,
causing severe health problems.



Symptoms and Illnesses Among the Radium Girls

At first, the women experienced strange symptoms that were difficult to diagnose. These included:

e Chronic fatigue and weakness
e Severe dental decay and jaw pain
e Swelling of the jawbone, often called "radium jaw"

¢ Bone fractures and necrosis

Doctors were initially baffled, and many dismissed the symptoms as psychosomatic or unrelated to
work. Over time, however, it became apparent that these ailments were linked to radium poisoning,
a condition that was poorly understood at the time.

The Fight for Justice

When the radium girls began to speak out about their illnesses, they faced skepticism from factory
owners and medical professionals alike. The companies producing radium paint denied
responsibility, and workers were threatened or ignored.

Legal Battles and Public Awareness

The radium girls’ courage led to some of the first major lawsuits against industrial companies for
occupational health hazards. Their legal battles were groundbreaking:
1. They challenged the companies’ denials and demanded recognition of radium poisoning.

2. The lawsuits brought public attention to the dangers of radium and the exploitation of
workers.

3. The cases resulted in significant settlements and compensation for the affected women.

These legal fights helped catalyze changes in labor laws, workplace safety standards, and
regulations on radioactive substances.



Legacy of the Radium Girls

The impact of the radium girls goes far beyond their tragic personal stories. Their experiences
transformed the way industries and governments approach occupational health and safety.

Improvements in Workplace Safety
As a direct consequence of the radium girls’ plight, the following changes took place:
e Stricter regulations on the use and handling of radioactive materials.

e Introduction of protective equipment and safety protocols in factories.

e Establishment of occupational disease recognition and workers’ compensation laws.

Their story is often cited in discussions about corporate responsibility and the importance of
protecting workers from hazardous substances.

Cultural and Historical Influence

The radium girls have inspired books, documentaries, and films that highlight their bravery and the
dark chapter of industrial history. Their narrative serves as a reminder of the human cost behind
technological progress and the importance of vigilance in health and safety matters.

Lessons from the Radium Girls for Today

The radium girls’ experience offers valuable lessons even in today’s industrial and scientific
environments.

Understanding the Importance of Workplace Safety

Modern industries benefit from stringent safety regulations, but the radium girls’ story underscores
the need for constant vigilance. Employers and employees alike must prioritize:

e Proper risk assessments when handling new materials.

¢ Clear communication about potential hazards.



e Implementation and adherence to safety protocols.

The Role of Advocacy and Whistleblowing

The courage of the radium girls in standing up to powerful corporations reminds us of the critical
role played by advocacy and whistleblowing. Workers must feel empowered to report unsafe
conditions without fear of retaliation.

Remembering the Radium Girls

To honor their memory, several memorials and museum exhibits have been established. These
tributes educate the public on the dangers of radium and celebrate the resilience of these women
who fought for justice against overwhelming odds.

Visiting such memorials or exploring their story through literature helps keep alive the lessons
learned from the radium girls’ tragic yet transformative experience.

The radium girls’ tale is a testament to human courage and the enduring need for ethical
responsibility in science and industry. Their legacy continues to shine a light on the importance of
protecting workers and advancing safety standards around the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who were the Radium Girls?

The Radium Girls were female factory workers in the early 20th century who painted watch dials
with luminous radium-based paint, often suffering severe radiation poisoning as a result.

Why are the Radium Girls historically significant?

The Radium Girls are historically significant because their legal battles led to improved workplace
safety standards and increased awareness of occupational diseases caused by radiation exposure.

What health issues did the Radium Girls face?

The Radium Girls suffered from serious health problems such as anemia, bone fractures, necrosis of
the jaw (radium jaw), and ultimately radiation poisoning, which often proved fatal.

How did the Radium Girls become exposed to radium?

The Radium Girls became exposed to radium through their work painting watch dials with radium-
based luminous paint, often ingesting radium by licking their paintbrushes to maintain a fine point.



What was the outcome of the Radium Girls' lawsuits?

The lawsuits brought by the Radium Girls resulted in legal victories that forced companies to take
responsibility, led to better labor laws, workplace safety regulations, and recognition of occupational
diseases linked to radiation.

Additional Resources
The Radium Girls: A Tragic Chapter in Industrial and Labor History

the radium girls represent one of the most poignant and cautionary tales of early 20th-century
industrial labor practices and occupational health hazards. These young women, employed as dial
painters in radium-based luminous paint factories, became victims of a deadly combination of
corporate negligence and emerging scientific ignorance about the effects of radioactive materials.
Their story not only highlights the grave consequences of unregulated industrial chemicals but also
marks a significant turning point in workplace safety laws and labor rights advocacy.

Historical Context and Background

The phenomenon of the radium girls emerged during the 1910s and 1920s, a period characterized
by rapid industrial growth and technological innovation. Radium, discovered by Marie Curie in 1898,
was hailed as a miracle element due to its luminescent properties. It was widely used in various
consumer and military products, most notably in luminous watch dials, clocks, and instrument
panels. Factories employed young women, often in their teens and early twenties, to delicately paint
these dials with radium-based luminous paint.

The employment of these women was driven by the precision and steady hands required to paint tiny
numerals and markings. The workers were trained to point their brushes by licking the tips to
maintain a fine point, unknowingly ingesting radium with every stroke. This practice would later
become a central factor in the health crisis that unfolded.

The Health Crisis and Scientific Investigation

As the years passed, many radium dial painters began experiencing mysterious and severe health
problems. Symptoms included debilitating bone fractures, necrosis of the jaw (later termed "radium
jaw"), anemia, and a host of other radiation-induced ailments. The latency period before symptoms
became apparent often delayed diagnosis and complicated the attribution of these illnesses to
radium exposure.

Medical investigations eventually confirmed that radium, an alpha particle emitter, accumulated in
the bones when ingested or inhaled, emitting harmful radiation that destroyed bone marrow and
surrounding tissue. Unlike external radiation exposure, the internal contamination led to chronic
and incurable conditions. The scientific understanding of radioactive hazards was still in its infancy,
and the radium girls’ plight underscored the urgent need for comprehensive research and
regulation.



Corporate Negligence and Legal Battles

One of the most troubling aspects of the radium girls’ story was the initial denial and obfuscation by
radium companies, including the prominent United States Radium Corporation. Despite mounting
evidence, these companies downplayed the risks and dismissed the workers’ complaints as unrelated
or psychosomatic.

The affected women organized and initiated lawsuits against their employers, demanding
compensation and recognition of their occupational diseases. These legal battles, spanning several
years, were landmark cases that brought public attention to industrial safety and workers’ rights.

The trials revealed systematic suppression of scientific findings and manipulation of expert
testimony by corporations. Nevertheless, the persistence of the radium girls led to significant legal
victories, setting precedents for workers’ compensation and establishing the principle that
employers bear responsibility for workplace hazards.

Impact on Occupational Safety and Labor Regulations

The tragedy of the radium girls catalyzed transformative changes in occupational health and safety
standards. One of the direct outcomes was the implementation of stricter controls on radioactive
substances in the workplace and the establishment of exposure limits based on emerging
radiobiological research.

Government agencies, such as the U.S. Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA)
founded decades later, owe part of their regulatory frameworks to the lessons learned from the
radium girls incident. The case also spurred advancements in industrial hygiene practices, including
the use of protective equipment, proper ventilation, and rigorous medical monitoring of workers
exposed to hazardous materials.

Moreover, the radium girls' legal victories emboldened labor movements and inspired reforms in
workers’ compensation laws across North America. Their fight highlighted the critical importance of
transparency, ethical responsibility, and scientific integrity within industrial operations.

Comparative Perspectives: Radium Exposure Then and Now

While radium is no longer widely used in consumer products due to its recognized dangers, the
radium girls' saga offers valuable insights into managing radioactive materials and protecting
workers in contemporary industries such as nuclear power, medical radiology, and mining.

Modern radiation protection protocols emphasize the ALARA principle—“As Low As Reasonably
Achievable”—to minimize exposure. Continuous advancements in dosimetry, personal protective
equipment, and environmental monitoring have greatly reduced occupational risks.

However, the radium girls' story remains a reminder of the human cost when scientific knowledge
lags behind industrial application or when corporate interests override worker safety. It serves as a
historical benchmark against which current occupational health policies are measured and



improved.

Legacy and Cultural Representation

The narrative of the radium girls has transcended its historical moment, entering public
consciousness through books, documentaries, theater productions, and film adaptations. These
portrayals emphasize themes of courage, injustice, and resilience, ensuring that the sacrifices of
these women are not forgotten.

Educational institutions and museums dedicated to industrial history and occupational health often
highlight the radium girls as emblematic of early industrial hazards and the power of collective
action. Their legacy continues to influence discussions on ethical responsibility in science and
industry.

Key Lessons from the Radium Girls

e The necessity of workplace safety regulations: The radium girls’ experiences underscored
the importance of government oversight and enforceable safety standards to protect workers.

e The role of scientific research: Understanding the biological effects of new materials before
widespread use is critical to prevent health disasters.

e The impact of corporate accountability: Transparent and ethical corporate practices are
essential in safeguarding employee welfare.

e The power of legal advocacy: The radium girls demonstrated how litigation can be a tool for
social change and justice.

The radium girls’ story remains a powerful chapter in the annals of industrial and labor history. It
serves both as a somber reminder of the costs of scientific ignorance and corporate disregard and as
an inspiring example of courage and perseverance in the pursuit of justice and safe working
conditions. Their legacy continues to inform modern occupational health standards and the ongoing
efforts to balance technological progress with human wellbeing.

The Radium Girls
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the radium girls: The Radium Girls Kate Moore, 2016-06-16 Emma Watson’s Our Shared Shelf
book club choice New York Times bestseller ‘Fascinating’ Sunday Times ‘Thrilling’ &O&O&O&O&]
Mail on Sunday All they wanted was the chance to shine. Be careful what you wish for... ‘The first
thing we asked was, “Does this stuff hurt you?” And they said, “No.” The company said that it wasn’t
dangerous, that we didn’t need to be afraid.” As the First World War spread across the world, young
American women flocked to work in factories, painting clocks, watches and military dials with a
special luminous substance made from radium. It was a fun job, lucrative and glamorous - the girls
shone brightly in the dark, covered head to toe in dust from the paint. However, as the years passed,
the women began to suffer from mysterious and crippling illnesses. It turned out that the very thing
that had made them feel alive - their work - was slowly killing them: the radium paint was
poisonous. Their employers denied all responsibility, but these courageous women - in the face of
unimaginable suffering - refused to accept their fate quietly, and instead became determined to fight
for justice. Drawing on previously unpublished diaries, letters and interviews, The Radium Girls is an
intimate narrative of an unforgettable true story. It is the powerful tale of a group of ordinary
women from the Roaring Twenties, who themselves learned how to roar.

the radium girls: Summary of The Radium Girls - [Review Keypoints and Take-aways] PenZen
Summaries, 2022-11-29 The summary of The Radium Girls - The Dark Story of America’s Shining
Women presented here include a short review of the book at the start followed by quick overview of
main points and a list of important take-aways at the end of the summary. The Summary of The book
The Radium Girls from 2016 tells the story of American female workers in the early 20th century
who endured some of the worst corporate negligence imaginable and yet ultimately found the
strength to inspire others through their experiences. Their heroic struggle for accountability and
justice is a tale that is still instructive to listen to even in this day and age. The Radium Girls
summary includes the key points and important takeaways from the book The Radium Girls by Kate
Moore. Disclaimer: 1. This summary is meant to preview and not to substitute the original book. 2.
We recommend, for in-depth study purchase the excellent original book. 3. In this summary key
points are rewritten and recreated and no part/text is directly taken or copied from original book. 4.
If original author/publisher wants us to remove this summary, please contact us at
support@mocktime.com.

the radium girls: The Radium Girls Kate Moore, 2020 Now adapted for young readers! The
incredible true story of the young women exposed to the wonder drug radium and their struggle for
justice--

the radium girls: The Radium Girls Kate Moore, 2017 A New York Times, USA Today, and
Wall Street Journal Bestseller! the glowing ghosts of the radium girls haunt us still.-NPR Books The
incredible true story of the women who fought America's Undark danger The Curies' newly
discovered element of radium makes gleaming headlines across the nation as the fresh face of
beauty, and wonder drug of the medical community. From body lotion to tonic water, the popular
new element shines bright in the otherwise dark years of the First World War. Meanwhile, hundreds
of girls toil amidst the glowing dust of the radium-dial factories. The glittering chemical covers their
bodies from head to toe; they light up the night like industrious fireflies. With such a coveted job,
these shining girls are the luckiest alive - until they begin to fall mysteriously ill. But the factories
that once offered golden opportunities are now ignoring all claims of the gruesome side effects, and
the women's cries of corruption. And as the fatal poison of the radium takes hold, the brave shining
girls find themselves embroiled in one of the biggest scandals of America's early 20th century, and
in a groundbreaking battle for workers' rights that will echo for centuries to come. Written with a
sparkling voice and breakneck pace, The Radium Girls fully illuminates the inspiring young women
exposed to the wonder substance of radium, and their awe-inspiring strength in the face of almost
impossible circumstances. Their courage and tenacity led to life-changing regulations, research into
nuclear bombing, and ultimately saved hundreds of thousands of lives...

the radium girls: Radium Girls, Women and Industrial Health Reform Claudia Clark, 1997



In the early twentieth century, a group of women workers hired to apply luminous paint to watch
faces and instrument dials found themselves among the first victims of radium poisoning. Claudia
Clark's book tells the compelling story of these women, who at

the radium girls: Hands Janet Zandy, 2004 In linking forms of cultural expression to labour,
occupational injuries and deaths, this title centres what is usualyy decentred - the complex culture of
working class people.

the radium girls: Forgotten Women Zing Tsjeng, 2023-03-06 'To say this [book] is empowering
doesn't do it justice. Buy a copy for your daughters, sisters, mums, aunts and nieces - just make sure
you buy a copy for your sons, brothers, dads, uncles and nephews, too."' - indy100 'Here's to no more
forgotten women.' - Evening Standard Forgotten Women reaches around the world and its history to
rediscover, retell and reinstate the lives of over 190 important and significant women. From
Neolithic times to modernity, Zing Tsjeng has traced the women who have shaped their age and
revolutionised society. In this book lies the strength, lives and sacrifices of women who have refused
to accept the hand they've been dealt and have changed the course of our futures accordingly.

the radium girls: Hidden in History: The Untold Stories of Women During the Industrial
Revolution Danielle Thorne, 2019-07-16 The Industrial Revolution of the 18th and 19th centuries
saw a period of technological, historical, and even social advancements. Men like James Hargreaves
and Eli Whitney worked to make life easier for the working class, inventing machines like the
spinning jenny and the cotton gin. But men weren’t the only luminaries of the Industrial Revolution:
women of all ages from the joined in the revolution to further advance society. Margaret Elizabeth
Knight brought paper bags to the world, and Elizabeth Magie’s interest in politics and economics
gave us the much beloved game of Monopoly. And what would we do without Tabitha Babbitt’s
circular saw or Josephine Cochran’s dishwasher? In today’s modern world, we often take important
inventions like these for granted, but with their female inventors, we’d be living vastly different
lives. A part of the Hidden in History series, “The Untold Stories of Women During the Industrial
Revolution” shares the stories of women who should be remembered for their remarkable talents,
ingenious inventions, and hard work, but have been previously overshadowed and forgotten to
history.

the radium girls: Crimes of the Centuries Amber Hunt, 2024-01-16 A fascinating pop-history
dive into the stories behind the incredibly impactful crimes—both infamous and little-known—that
have shaped the legal system as we know it. When asked why true crime is so in vogue, Pulitzer
Prize-winning journalist and New York Times bestselling author Amber Hunt always has the same
answer: it’s no hotter than it’s always been. Crimes and trials have captured American
consciousness since the Salem Witch Trials in the seventeenth century. And these cases over the
centuries have fundamentally changed our society and shifted our legal system, resulting in the laws
we have today and setting the stage for new rights and protections. From the first recorded murder
trial led by the first legal dream team, to one of the earliest uses of DNA, these cases will fascinate.

the radium girls: The Radium Girls Norman Gjord, 2017-08-14 With war declared, hundreds of
working-class women flocked to the studio where they were employed to paint watches and military
dials with the new element radium, which had been discovered by Marie Curie a little less than 20
years before. Dial painting was the elite job for the poor working girls; it paid more than three times
the average factory job, and those lucky enough to land a position ranked in the top 5% of female
workers nationally, giving the women financial freedom in a time of burgeoning female
empowerment. Many of them were teenagers, with small hands perfect for the artistic work, and
they spread the message of their new job's appeal through their friend and family networks; often,
whole sets of siblings worked alongside each other in the studio.

the radium girls: Skewed Studies Sally Kuykendall, 2020-03-19 In these uncertain times, how
much can you trust health news? Is the research behind breaking headlines reliable? This book is an
indispensable resource for students and general readers, helping them evaluate and think critically
about health information. People Who Drink Coffee Live Longer. Students Learn Better When
Listening to Classical Music. Scientists Discover the Gene That Causes Obesity. We are constantly




bombarded with reports of groundbreaking health findings that use attention-grabbing headlines
and seem to be backed by credible science. Yet many of these studies and the news articles that
discuss them fall prey to a variety of problems that can produce misleading and inaccurate results.
Some of these may be easy to notice-like a research study on the benefits of red meat funded by the
beef industry, or a study with a sample size of only 10 people-but others are much harder to spot.
Skewed Studies: Exploring the Limits and Flaws of Health and Psychology Research examines the
most pervasive problems plaguing health research and reporting today, using clear, accessible
language and employing real-world examples to illustrate key concepts. Beyond simply outlining
issues, it provides readers with the knowledge and skills to evaluate research studies and news
reports for themselves, improving their health literacy and critical thinking skills.

the radium girls: ,

the radium girls: Content-Area Vocabulary Science-Bases phos-, phot(0)-, and lumin-,
luc-, lucid- Timothy Rasinski, Nancy Padak, 2014-09-01 Make learning science vocabulary fun with
a roots approach! This resource, geared towards secondary grades, focuses on root words for
science and includes teaching tips and strategies, standards-based lessons, and student activity
pages.

the radium girls: Getting to the Roots of Science Vocabulary Levels 6-8 Timothy Rasinski,
Nancy Padak, 2014-01-01 Expand your students' content-area vocabulary and improve their
understanding with this roots-based approach! This standards-based resource, geared towards
secondary grades, helps students comprehend informational text on grade-level topics in science
using the most common Greek and Latin roots. Each lesson provides tips on how to introduce the
selected roots and offers guided instruction to help easily implement the activities. Students will be
able to apply their knowledge of roots associated with specific subject areas into their everyday
vocabulary.

the radium girls: Summary of Kate Moore’s The Radium Girls by Milkyway Media
Milkyway Media, 2018-08-31 The Radium Girls: The Dark Story of America’s Shining Women (2017)
by Kate Moore tells how young women won a landmark workers’ compensation case against
employers who hired them to work with radium. Moore traces the history of the so-called radium
girls’ employment, illnesses, and deaths... Purchase this in-depth summary to learn more.

the radium girls: From Radio-phobia to Radio-euphoria Ilya Obodovskiy, 2023-12-11 This
book gives a detailed discussion of the initial enthusiasm triggered by the discovery of x-rays and
radioactive radiation which later turned into fear and repulsion in a significant part of the global
population up to the 21st century. After a historical review, the author discusses the effect of
ionizing radiation on living cells, tissues and organisms. He then describes the relationship between
the dose of radiation and the effect it produces. He shows how the dose-effect dependence is
measured and what models of describing such dependences are used. He also discusses how
radiation acts on living organisms: disorders in the genetic apparatus, mutation formation and so on.
The book also includes detailed descriptions of the results of numerous health studies of large
groups of people who, for one reason or another, were exposed to low doses of ionizing radiation,
including those that significantly exceed the natural radiation background. The author concludes
that low doses of radiation are safe and can even be beneficial (as known from medical radiation
treatment); and also that the natural radiation background is necessary for the normal growth and
development and well-being of a living organism. The author also discusses cases and effects of
large doses, arguing, however, that dangerous doses of radiation are very unlikely. This book
challenges radio-phobia. It not only offers arguments helping to overcome an unreasonable fear but,
based on the latest understanding of science, argues to gradually move back, not to the former
radio-euphoria, but to a new, conscious attitude towards radiation.

the radium girls: Forgotten Women: The Leaders Zing Tsjeng, Zhi Ying Tsjeng, 2018-03-08
Selected for the Evening Standard present gift guide of the year 'To say this series is empowering
doesn't do it justice. Buy a copy for your daughters, sisters, mums, aunts and nieces - just make sure
you buy a copy for your sons, brothers, dads, uncles and nephews, too."' - indy100 'Here's to no more



forgotten women.' Evening Standard The women who shaped and were erased from our history. The
Forgotten Women series will uncover the lost histories of the influential women who have refused
over hundreds of years to accept the hand they've been dealt and, as a result, have formed, shaped
and changed the course of our futures. The Leaders weaves together 48* unforgettable portraits of
the true pioneers and leaders who made huge yet unacknowledged contributions to history,
including: Grace O'Malley, the 16th century Irish pirate queen Sylvia Rivera, who spearheaded the
modern transgender rights movement Agent 355, the unknown rebel spy who played a pivotal role in
the American Revolution Noor Inayat Khan, who went undercover to spy for the French Resistance
and became Nazi enemy no. 1 Amina of Zazzau, the formidable ancient Muslim warrior queen of
Northern Nigeria Chapters including Rebels; Warriors; Rulers; Activists and Reformers shine a
spotlight on the rebellious women who defied the odds, and the opposition, to change the world
around them. *The number of Nobel-prize-winning women.

the radium girls: Investigating the Chemistry of Atoms Elizabeth Cregan, 2007-08-03 In this
fascinating book on physical science, readers will discover some of the basics of physics, including
matter, Atomic Theory, alchemy, electrons, neutrons, protons, nucleus, and radioactivity. The
easy-to-read text and engaging facts and sidebars work in conjunction with the colorful, vivid
images, photos, and diagrams to captivate and delight readers from cover to cover. A glossary,
index, and hands-on lab activity provides readers with the opportunity to explore the world of matter
on their own!

the radium girls: Jacaranda Core Science Stage 5 New South Wales Australian Curriculum, 3e
learnON and Print Pascale Warnant, 2025-10-20

the radium girls: The Woman They Could Not Silence Kate Moore, 2021-06-22 From the New
York Times, USA Today, and Wall Street Journal bestselling author of The Radium Girls comes
another dark and dramatic but ultimately uplifting tale of a forgotten woman whose inspirational
journey sparked lasting change for women's rights and exposed injustices that still resonate today.
Moore has written a masterpiece of nonfiction.—Nathalia Holt, New York Times bestselling author of
Rise of the Rocket Girls 1860: As the clash between the states rolls slowly to a boil, Elizabeth
Packard, housewife and mother of six, is facing her own battle. The enemy sits across the table and
sleeps in the next room. Her husband of twenty-one years is plotting against her because he feels
increasingly threatened—by Elizabeth's intellect, independence, and unwillingness to stifle her own
thoughts. So Theophilus makes a plan to put his wife back in her place. One summer morning, he
has her committed to an insane asylum. The horrific conditions inside the Illinois State Hospital in
Jacksonville, Illinois, are overseen by Dr. Andrew McFarland, a man who will prove to be even more
dangerous to Elizabeth than her traitorous husband. But most disturbing is that Elizabeth is not the
only sane woman confined to the institution. There are many rational women on her ward who tell
the same story: they've been committed not because they need medical treatment, but to keep them
in line—conveniently labeled crazy so their voices are ignored. No one is willing to fight for their
freedom and, disenfranchised both by gender and the stigma of their supposed madness, they cannot
possibly fight for themselves. But Elizabeth is about to discover that the merit of losing everything is
that you then have nothing to lose... Bestselling author Kate Moore brings her sparkling narrative
voice to The Woman They Could Not Silence, an unputdownable story of the forgotten woman who
courageously fought for her own freedom—and in so doing freed millions more. Elizabeth's refusal to
be silenced and her ceaseless quest for justice not only challenged the medical science of the day,
and led to a giant leap forward in human rights, it also showcased the most salutary lesson:
sometimes, the greatest heroes we have are those inside ourselves. The Woman They Could Not
Silence is a remarkable story of perseverance in an unjust and hostile world.—Susannah Cahalan,
New York Times bestselling author of Brain on Fire
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