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**The Origins of the Second World War: AJP Taylor’s Controversial Perspective**

origins of the second world war ajp taylor is a phrase that immediately brings to mind one of the most
debated and provocative interpretations of the events leading to the outbreak of World War II. A.J.P.
Taylor, a British historian renowned for his sharp insights and engaging writing style, challenged the
conventional wisdom about the causes of the war in his groundbreaking book *The Origins of the Second
World War* published in 1961. His thesis sparked intense debate among historians, students, and the
general public alike, reshaping how many understood the complex interplay of diplomacy, aggression, and

miscalculation in the 1930s.

In this article, we will explore Taylor’s views on the origins of WWII, how his interpretation differed

from mainstream historical narratives, and why his work remains influential and controversial to this day.

AJP Taylor: A Historian Who Challenged Orthodoxy

Before diving into Taylor’s analysis of the causes of World War II, it’s helpful to understand who A.J.P.
Taylor was and why his perspective was so impactful. Alan John Percivale Taylor was a British historian
whose clear, accessible writing style made history compelling and approachable. He specialized in 19th- and
20th-century European history and was well-known for presenting history in a way that challenged

accepted beliefs.

Taylor’s *The Origins of the Second World War* did just that — it questioned the dominant narrative that
placed most of the blame squarely on Adolf Hitler and Nazi Germany for the outbreak of the war. Instead,
Taylor suggested that the war was the result of a series of diplomatic blunders and miscalculations by

several European powers, not just a straightforward case of German aggression.

The Traditional View vs. Taylor’s Interpretation

For decades leading up to Taylor’s work, the prevailing view among historians and the public was that
Hitler was a master planner who intentionally sought world domination, and the war was an inevitable
consequence of his aggressive expansionism. The Treaty of Versailles in 1919 had left Germany humiliated
and economically crippled, and Hitler’s rise was seen as a dangerous response to that injustice. According to
this view, Hitler’s invasion of Poland in 1939 was a clear act of unprovoked aggression that forced Britain

and France to declare war.



How Taylor’s Thesis Differed

Taylor argued that Hitler was more of an opportunist than a mastermind with a detailed plan for world
conquest. He suggested that events in the 1930s unfolded more through chance, misjudgments, and
diplomatic failures than through a carefully orchestrated plot. For instance, Taylor believed that Hitler did
not initially plan a large-scale war but rather hoped to revise the post-World War I settlements gradually
and peacefully if possible.

One of Taylor’s most controversial claims was that Britain’s policy of appeasement — often criticized for
enabling Hitler’s aggression — was actually a reasonable response to the complex international situation.
Taylor contended that British leaders misread Hitler’s intentions, but they were not acting out of weakness
or cowardice. Instead, they sought to avoid another devastating conflict, and their miscalculations, combined

with those of other nations, helped lead to the war.

Key Arguments in Taylor’s *The Origins of the Second World
War*

Understanding Taylor’s argument requires looking at some of the specific points he raised in his analysis.
These shed light on why he believed the war’s origins were more complicated than simply blaming
Hitler.

1. The Role of Appeasement

Taylor viewed appeasement as a diplomatic strategy that, while flawed, was not inherently wrong. He
argued that Britain and France were trying to buy time and avoid war, given the trauma of World War |
and the military weaknesses they faced. Taylor suggested that appeasement allowed for negotiation and

peaceful revision of some postwar treaties, but it also created misunderstandings about Hitler’s true aims.

2. Hitler as an Opportunist

Rather than a dictator with a fixed timeline for conquest, Taylor portrayed Hitler as someone who reacted
flexibly to political opportunities. For example, Hitler’s remilitarization of the Rhineland in 1936 was risky
but successful because France and Britain did not respond militarily. Taylor believed Hitler took advantage

of this lack of opposition rather than executing a pre-planned strategy.



3. The Failure of Collective Security

Taylor highlighted the weaknesses of the League of Nations and the inability of democratic nations to
present a united front against aggression. The failure of collective security mechanisms meant that

aggressive moves by Germany, Italy, and Japan went largely unchecked, emboldening these countries.

4. The Missteps of Other Powers

Taylor did not place all the blame on Germany. He pointed to misjudgments by other countries, including
the Soviet Union’s non-aggression pact with Germany in 1939, which surprised and dismayed Western
powers. He also discussed how Poland’s refusal to negotiate over territorial disputes contributed to the

escalation.

Why Taylor’s Perspective Was So Controversial

Taylor’s revisionist take was seen by many as downplaying the moral responsibility of Nazi Germany and
Hitler’s aggressive ambitions. Critics argued that his portrayal of Hitler as a mere opportunist ignored the

clear ideological underpinnings of Nazi policy, including racial hatred and plans for expansion.

Moreover, the timing of Taylor’s book, published less than two decades after the war ended, meant that
emotions were still raw, and many preferred a narrative that clearly identified villains. Taylor’s

interpretation suggested a more complicated and less morally clear-cut story, which many found unsettling.

The Impact on Historiography

Despite the controversy, Taylor’s work forced historians to revisit the diplomatic history of the 1930s and
reconsider the roles played by all the major powers. His challenge to the idea of Hitler as a master planner
sparked new research into the complexities of international relations, the failures of diplomacy, and the

unintended consequences of policy decisions.

Today, while most historians acknowledge Hitler’s central role in causing the war, they also recognize the
importance of the broader context Taylor emphasized, including appeasement, alliance politics, and the

international system’s instability.



Understanding the Origins of the Second World War Through
Taylor’s Lens

Exploring the origins of the second world war ajp taylor-style helps us appreciate the multifaceted nature
of history. It reminds us that events don’t always unfold according to grand designs but often result from

human errors, shifting alliances, and unpredictable circumstances.

If you’re studying WWII or interested in diplomatic history, reading Taylor’s *The Origins of the Second
World War* offers valuable insights. It encourages critical thinking about causation and challenges
simplistic explanations. For those curious about the era, it’s a reminder that history is often messier and

more complex than popular narratives suggest.

Tips for Engaging with Taylor’s Work

¢ Read critically: Understand that Taylor’s interpretation is one of many and consider it alongside other

historians’ perspectives.

¢ Contextualize the period: Dive into the political, economic, and social conditions of the 1930s to see

why diplomacy was so difficult.

o Explore primary sources: Letters, speeches, and government documents from the era can offer

firsthand views on the decisions made.

e Compare with other historians: Look at works by historians like Richard Overy or Ian Kershaw to

see different angles on Hitler’s intentions and the war’s causes.

The study of the origins of the second world war ajp taylor style remains a vital part of understanding how
one of the deadliest conflicts in human history came to be. It encourages us to look beyond simple narratives

and examine the complex web of factors that drive nations toward war.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was A.J.P. Taylor?

A.J.P. Taylor was a British historian known for his works on 19th- and 20th-century European diplomacy

and history, particularly his controversial views on the origins of the Second World War.



What is A.J.P. Taylor's main argument in 'The Origins of the Second
World War"?

Taylor argued that the Second World War was not a result of Hitler's premeditated plan for conquest, but

rather a series of diplomatic blunders and miscalculations by European powers.

How did A.J.P. Taylor's view differ from the traditional interpretation of
the war's origins?

Unlike the traditional view that Hitler had a clear, long-term plan for war, Taylor suggested that Hitler
was an opportunist and that the war resulted from a failure of diplomacy rather than a deliberate Nazi

strategy.

What was the reaction to A.J.P. Taylor’s book on the origins of the Second
World War?

Taylor's book sparked significant controversy and debate among historians and the public, with some
accusing him of apologizing for Hitler, while others praised his revisionist approach to understanding the

war's origins.

When was A.J.P. Taylor's 'The Origins of the Second World War'
published?

The book was first published in 1961.

‘What sources did A.J.P. Taylor use to support his thesis?

Taylor relied on diplomatic documents, government records, and contemporary accounts to argue that the

war resulted from diplomatic failures rather than an inevitable Nazi plan.

Did A.J.P. Taylor believe Hitler was solely responsible for the Second
World War?

No, Taylor believed that responsibility was shared among European powers due to their diplomatic

mistakes and appeasement policies.

How has A.J.P. Taylor's interpretation influenced modern
historiography?

Taylor's work encouraged historians to re-examine simplistic explanations of the war's origins and to

consider the complexity of international relations and the role of chance and misjudgment.



What criticisms have been made against A.J.P. Taylor's thesis?

Critics argue that Taylor downplayed Hitler's ideological goals and expansionist ambitions, and that he

underestimated the extent to which Nazi planning made war inevitable.

Is AJ.P. Taylor's "The Origins of the Second World War' still considered
relevant today?

Yes, the book remains influential as a key revisionist perspective that challenges orthodox views, though it

is complemented by subsequent research and interpretations.

Additional Resources

Origins of the Second World War AJP Taylor: A Reappraisal of Historical Narrative

origins of the second world war ajp taylor represent a pivotal historiographical debate that has challenged
conventional interpretations of the causes behind one of the most devastating conflicts in modern history.
A.J.P. Taylor, a prominent British historian, shook the foundations of traditional World War II scholarship
with his controversial thesis that questioned the inevitability of the war and reevaluated the role of key
actors and diplomatic failures. His work remains essential reading for anyone interested in the complex

interplay of diplomacy, ideology, and power politics that led to the outbreak of global conflict in 1939.

A.J.P. Taylor’s Thesis on the Origins of World War Il

Taylor’s landmark book, *The Origins of the Second World War* (1961), diverged sharply from the
dominant narrative that blamed Adolf Hitler’s aggressive expansionism as the sole cause of the war. Instead,
Taylor argued that the war was not the result of a premeditated Nazi plan but emerged from a series of
diplomatic miscalculations, misunderstandings, and the failure of the European powers to contain German
ambitions effectively. According to Taylor, Hitler was an opportunist who exploited the weaknesses of

other states rather than a mastermind orchestrating a global conflict from the outset.

This interpretation sparked intense debate among historians, politicians, and the public. Taylor’s revisionist
perspective prompted a reassessment of the roles played by Britain, France, and the Soviet Union, as well
as the impact of the Treaty of Versailles and the policy of appeasement. By shifting focus from ideological

determinism to diplomatic nuance, Taylor’s work offered a more complex and sometimes unsettling view

of the interwar period.



Challenging the Conventional Wisdom: Hitler and the Nazi Intent

One of the most controversial aspects of Taylor’s analysis is his contention that Hitler did not have a fixed
plan for world domination in the 1930s. Taylor suggested that Hitler’s foreign policy was reactive rather
than proactive, adapting to opportunities as they arose. This viewpoint stands in contrast to the widely

accepted belief that Hitler’s *Mein Kampf* outlined a deliberate strategy for European conquest.

Taylor’s argument relies heavily on diplomatic records and speeches, asserting that Hitler’s actions were
often constrained by the international environment and domestic politics. This interpretation questions the
deterministic reading of Nazi ideology and highlights the contingent nature of historical events. It also
underscores the importance of other European powers’ decisions—especially Britain and France—in

shaping the path to war.

The Role of Appeasement in the Road to War

A central theme in the origins of the second world war ajp taylor explores is the policy of appeasement
pursued mainly by Britain and France. Traditional historiography has often portrayed appeasement as a
naive and cowardly policy that emboldened Hitler. Taylor, however, offered a more nuanced
understanding. He argued that appeasement was a rational strategy given the military, economic, and

political constraints of the time.

From Taylor’s perspective, British and French leaders sought to avoid another devastating conflict while
buying time to rearm and adapt to the changing balance of power. The failure of appeasement, therefore,
was not necessarily due to moral weakness but to the inherent unpredictability of international relations

and the multiplicity of actors pursuing conflicting interests.

Comparative Perspectives on the Origins Debate

Taylor’s revisionist approach stands alongside other historiographical interpretations that either emphasize
structural factors or ideological motivations. For instance, the traditional Marxist interpretation emphasizes
economic tensions and class struggles as fundamental drivers of war, while the orthodox view stresses

Hitler’s aggressive ideology as the principal cause.

By contrast, Taylor’s focus on diplomacy and decision-making processes offers a middle ground that neither
absolves Nazi Germany of responsibility nor reduces the war to an unavoidable catastrophe. His analysis
invites readers to consider how errors, misjudgments, and the interplay of national interests can culminate

in unintended consequences on a global scale.



Impact on Historical Scholarship and Public Perception

The origins of the second world war ajp taylor brought attention to the complexity of historical causation
and challenged simplistic narratives. His work encouraged historians to re-examine primary sources,
question biases, and approach the interwar period with greater skepticism toward deterministic

explanations.

Public reaction to Taylor’s thesis was mixed, with critics accusing him of moral relativism or
underestimating Nazi criminality. Nonetheless, his scholarship has profoundly influenced subsequent
research on diplomatic history and international relations, contributing to a more sophisticated

understanding of how peace unravels.

Key Features of Taylor’s Methodology

¢ Use of Diplomatic Sources: Taylor extensively analyzed official diplomatic correspondence, treaties,

and summit records to reconstruct the decision-making processes of the 1930s.

¢ Focus on Agency: Unlike structuralist historians, he emphasized the role of individual actors and

their choices rather than impersonal forces.

¢ Revisionist Stance: Taylor challenged prevailing orthodoxies, encouraging debate and re-evaluation

of accepted truths.

¢ Neutral Tone: His approach was investigative and restrained, avoiding ideological condemnation to

foster objective analysis.

Broader Implications for Understanding International Conflict

Taylor’s analysis of the origins of the second world war extends beyond the historical context of the 1930s.
It serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of rigid assumptions regarding the motives and intentions of
states. By highlighting the contingency of events, Taylor’s work underscores the importance of diplomacy,

communication, and flexibility in international relations.

Moreover, his critique of appeasement policies remains relevant in contemporary discussions about conflict
prevention and crisis management. The balance between deterrence and negotiation, the evaluation of

adversaries’ intentions, and the management of alliances continue to challenge policymakers worldwide.



Exploring the origins of the second world war ajp taylor style also invites reflection on how historical
narratives are constructed and the influence of political contexts on historiography. It reminds us that

history is not merely a record of facts but an evolving dialogue shaped by interpretation and perspective.

Through his revisionist lens, A.J.P. Taylor illuminated the multifaceted causes of World War II,
encouraging ongoing inquiry into the delicate dynamics that can propel nations from peace to war. His

work remains a vital contribution to the study of twentieth-century history and international affairs.
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origins of the second world war ajp taylor: Origin Of The Second World War A.]J.P. Taylor,
1996-04 From the Back Cover: From the moment of its publication in 1961, A.]J.P. Taylor's seminal
work caused a storm of praise and controversy, and it has since been recognized as a classic: the
first book ever to examine exclusively and in depth the causes of the Second World War and to
apportion the responsibility among Allies and Germans alike. With crisp, clear prose and brilliant
analysis, Taylor established that the war, far from being premeditated, was a mistake, the result on
both sides of diplomatic blunders. He argued that Hitler was more an opportunist than an ideologue
who owed his successes to Great Britain's and France's tacking between resistance and
appeasement, and to an American policy akin to the significant episode of the dog in the night, to
which Sherlock Holmes once drew attention. When Watson objected: 'But the dog did nothing in the
night, Holmes answered: 'That was the significant episode.' The Times Literary Supplement called
The Origins of the Second World War simple, devastating, superlatively readable, and deeply
disturbing, and it remains so now-a groundbreaking book of enduring importance.

origins of the second world war ajp taylor: Origins of the Second World War
Reconsidered Gordon Martel, 2002-02-07 When A.].P. Taylor's The Origins of the Second World
War appeared in 1961 it made a profound impact. The book became a classic and a central point of
reference in all discussion on the Second World War. The second edition of this distinguished
collection, written by leading experts in the field, is designed to bring the state of the argument up
to date. The issues discussed include: * the legacy of the Treaty of Versailles * Hitlers foreign policy
* Appeasement * AJP Taylor and the Russians * the treatment of the crises leading up to war
including the Anschluss, Danzig, Abysinnian crises and the Spanish Civil War. This second edition
will ensure that The Origins of the Second World War will remain a high priority student and
scholarly reading lists.

origins of the second world war ajp taylor: The Origins of the Second World War A J P
Taylor, 2001-08-30 One of the most popular and controversial historians of the twentieth century,
who made his subject accessible to millions, A.].P. Taylor caused a storm of outrage with this
scandalous bestseller. Debunking what were accepted truths about the Second World War, he
argued provocatively that Hitler did not set out to cause the war as part of an evil master plan, but
blundered into it partly by accident, aided by the shortcomings of others. Fiercely attacked for
vindicating Hitler, A.J.P. Taylor’s stringent re-examination of the events preceding the Nazi invasion
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of Poland on 1st September 1939 opened up new debate, and is now recognized as a brilliant and
classic piece of scholarly research. ‘Highly original and penetrating ... No one who has digested this
enthralling work will ever be able to look at the period again in quite the same way’ Sunday
Telegraph.

origins of the second world war ajp taylor: The Origins of the Second World War
Reconsidered , 1999

origins of the second world war ajp taylor: The Second World War Alan John Percivale
Taylor, 1975 Krigsbeskrivelse; Krigsberetning; Krigsskildring; Polen; Frankrig; Tyske Heer;
Tyskland; Nazityskland; Hitler; Barbarossa; Midway; Stalingrad; Nordafrika; Balkan; E1 Alamein;
Sicilien; Rom; Normandiet; D-Day; Leyte Gulf; Stillehavskrigen; Ardennerne; Ardennes Offensive;
Rhinen; Fjerngsten; Japan; Kina; Efterkrigstiden; Amerikanske Depression; Lend-Lease; US Army;
Roosevelt; Truman; Allierede; 1. Verdenskrig; Zhukov; Jugoslavien; Partisankrigsferelse; Partisaner;
Guerrilla; Tunis; Tunesien; Rommel; Unconditional Surrender; Tedder; Tito; Teheran; Casablanca;
Stalin; USSR; Sovjetunionen; British War Cabinet; Strategic Bombing; Yamamoto; Wavell; Vichy; von
Rundstedt; Anden Front; Rumeenien; Resistance; Modstandsbevaegelser; Modstandskampe;
Patton:Pas de Calais; Kampene i Normandiet; Caen; Nimitz; North Africa; Afrika Korps;
Middelhavet; Malta; Montgomery; Churchill; Mussolini; Italien; Singapore; Sedan; Pearl Harbor;
Norge; von Manstein; Meuse; Leningrad; MacArthur; Ungarn; Holland; de Gaulle; Darlan; Lord
Halifax; Harris, A.; Graekenland; England; Goebbels; Frankrig; Eisenhower; East Prussia; Doenitz;
Dunkirk; Tjekkoslovakiet; Kolde Krig; Chiang Kai-shek; Berlin; von Bock; Bulgarien; Battle of the
Bulge; Falaise; Finske Vinterkrig; von Brauchitsch; Burma; Cairo; @strig; Auchinleck; Atombomben;
U-badskrigsforelse; Atlanterhavskonvojer; Ardennerne; General Alexander; Alexandria; Abyssenien;
Ethiopien; Chamberlain, N.; Belgien; Beaverbrook; Anzio; Australien; Commonwealth; Guderian;
Frie Franske; Kaukasus; Tyske Haer; Sovjetrussiske Haer; Engelske Heer;

origins of the second world war ajp taylor: The Origins of the Second World War in Europe
Philip Michael Hett Bell, 2007 This addition to the 'Origins of Modern Wars' series traces the course
of events that led to the Second World War in Europe from 1932 through to Germany's invasion of
Russia in 1941.

origins of the second world war ajp taylor: The Origins of the Second World War
1933-1941 Ruth Henig, 2004-08-02 Updated and expanded throughout to take into consideration
the most up-to-date historical research, this new edition of The Origins of the Second World War
analyzes the reasons for the outbreak of the Second World War. Experienced historian Ruth Henig
considers: * the long-term factors that led to war * the effect of British appeasement policies * the
significance of American isolation * the ambitions of Italy, Japan and Russia. The Origins of the
Second World War brings one of the most controversial historical topics to life for a whole
generation of students and scholars seeking to understand the reasoning and events behind this
major event in world history.

origins of the second world war ajp taylor: The Origins of the Second World War: An
International Perspective Frank McDonough, 2011-09-22 Many major world events have occurred
since the last key anniversary of the beginning of the Second World War, and these events have had
a dramatic impact on the international stage: 9/11, the Iraq War, climate change and the world
economic crisis. This is an opportune moment to bring together a group of major international
experts who will offer a series of new interpretations of the key aspects of the origins of the Second
World War. Each chapter is based on original archival research and written by scholars who are all
leading experts in their fields. This is a truly international collection of articles, with wide breadth
and scope, which includes contributions from historians, and also political scientists, gender
theorists, and international relations experts. This is an important contribution to scholarly debate
on one of the most important events of the 20th century and a subject of major interest to the
general reader, historians, students and researchers, policy makers and conflict prevention experts.

origins of the second world war ajp taylor: The Origins of the Second World War: A. J. P.
Taylor and His Critics William Roger Louis, 1972 Amerikansk bog om arsagerne til Den 2.



Verdenskrig 1939-1945. Historikeren Taylor, som ogsa skrev om den forste verdenskrig, havde sin
egen mening pa flere vigtige punkter: Hitler havde ingen krigsplanleegning for 1939, og
krigsudbruddet var ogsa de andre diplomaters skyld. Bogen indeholder artikler, pa det neermeste
anmeldelser med kritik af Taylors opfattelse.

origins of the second world war ajp taylor: Neville Chamberlain, Appeasement, and the
British Road to War Frank McDonough, 1998 Drawing on a wide range of material, including
primary sources, Frank McDonough re-examines the controversial policy of appeasement, and
argues that appeasement was part of a broad consensus in British society at the time.

origins of the second world war ajp taylor: The Origins of the Second World War A. ]. P.
Taylor,

origins of the second world war ajp taylor: The Origins of the Second World War: An
International Perspective Frank McDonough, 2011-09-22 Many major world events have occurred
since the last key anniversary of the beginning of the Second World War, and these events have had
a dramatic impact on the international stage: 9/11, the Irag War, climate change and the world
economic crisis. This is an opportune moment to bring together a group of major international
experts who will offer a series of new interpretations of the key aspects of the origins of the Second
World War. Each chapter is based on original archival research and written by scholars who are all
leading experts in their fields. This is a truly international collection of articles, with wide breadth
and scope, which includes contributions from historians, and also political scientists, gender
theorists, and international relations experts. This is an important contribution to scholarly debate
on one of the most important events of the 20th century and a subject of major interest to the
general reader, historians, students and researchers, policy makers and conflict prevention experts.

origins of the second world war ajp taylor: Appeasement Reconsidered: Investigating
the Mythology of the 1930s, 2005 The appeasement of Nazi Germany by the western
democracies during the 1930s and the subsequent outbreak of World War II have been a major
referent experience for U.S. foreign policymakers since 1945. From Harry Truman's response to the
outbreak of the Korean War to George W. Bush's decision to overthrow Saddam Hussein, American
presidents have repeatedly affirmed the lesson of Munich and invoked it to justify actual or
threatened uses of force. However, the conclusion that the democracies could easily have stopped
Hitler before he plunged the world into war and holocaust, but lacked the will to do so, does not
survive serious scrutiny. Appeasement proved to be a horribly misguided policy against Hitler, but
this conclusion is clear only in hindsight i.e., through the lens of subsequent events. Dr. Jeffrey
Record takes a fresh look at appeasement within the context of the political and military
environments in which British and French leaders operated during the 1930s. He examines the
nature of appeasement, the factors underlying Anglo-French policies toward Hitler from 1933 to
1939, and the reasons for the failure of those policies. He finds that Anglo-French security choices
were neither simple nor obvious, that hindsight has distorted judgments on those choices, that Hitler
remains without equal as a state threat, and that invocations of the Munich analogy should always
be closely examined. The Strategic Studies Institute is pleased to offer this monograph as a
contribution to the national security debate over the use of force to advance the objectives of U.S.
foreign policy.

origins of the second world war ajp taylor: The Longman Handbook of Modern British
History, 1714-2001 Chris Cook, John Stevenson, 2001 Now well established as the leading reference
work for students of modern Britain, this latest editionhas been extended to include a fully-revised
bibliography, new statistics on social and economic history, and an expanded glossary of terms.
Completely up-to-date, the volume contains new material on such recent developments as the
Scottish Parliament and Welsh Assembly, House of Lords reform and developments in the European
Union. The political chronologies have been revised to include the electoral defeat of John Major, the
record of the New Labour government and its success in winning a second term in office.

origins of the second world war ajp taylor: The Second World War Teddy J. Uldricks,
2023-08-02 This work provides a comprehensive and balanced analysis of the Second World War in



all its aspects - military, diplomatic, political, economic, social, and ecological. It explores the
complex origins of the conflict in Europe and in the Far East as well as its lasting impact on the
postwar world. It pays special attention to the fighting in Russia and China. It also examines the
ideological struggle at the heart of this war between autarkic fascism and militarism on one side and
liberal, democratic capitalism on the other. The author recounts the ideas and actions of political
leaders and generals as well as the experiences of soldiers, sailors, POWs, defense plant workers,
sex slaves, and other ordinary people caught up in the horror of war. He examines World War Il as a
total war that required the total mobilization of societies and economies to achieve battlefield
success. The reader is also introduced to debates among historians concerning key aspects of the
war including appeasement, the fall of France, and the impact of strategic bombing, the Holocaust,
the role of Emperor Hirohito and more. Each chapter includes a number of thought provoking
questions to enhance the reader’s understanding and stimulate discussion.

origins of the second world war ajp taylor: The Routledge Companion to World History
Since 1914 Chris Cook, John Stevenson, 2005 This is an outstanding compendium of facts and
figures on World History. Fully up-to-date, reliable and clear, this volume is the indispensable and
user-friendly source of information on a thorough range of topics

origins of the second world war ajp taylor: The Origins of the Second World War Esmonde
Manning Robertson, 1971-01-21 This collection of essays deals with some of the problems posed by
the origins of World War II. Was World War II part of a developing world crisis or should it be seen
purely in a European context? Before 1960 general historical opinion held that World War I 'broke
out', World War II was 'precipitated'. Fritz Fischer's and A.J.P Taylor's challenge to this thesis
caused a controversy which made it impossible to isolate the causes of the two World Wars. Whether
Hitler was an opportunist or a planner (or both) is discussed in a series of articles, the introduction
to which considers the irrational element in Hitler's character and the contradictions in his policy.
One author presents Hitler's attitude towards Japan and offers reasons why there was so little
collusion between Germany and Japan before the end of 1937. Readers are introduced to the ideas of
both American and Japanese writers as to the causes of the 'China Incident' of July 1937 and its
influence on European politics. Other topics presented include Mussolini's role as an ‘icebreaker' for
Hitler; Chamberlain's policy of appeasement; the Rome Agreements of 1935 which caused a rift
between Britain and France over Ethiopia; Hitler's attitude towards Japan; Roosevelt's movement of
the U.S. Fleet; the defeat of France; the Japanese occupation of Indo-China; and other key issues. A
plea for historians of the former belligerents to meet periodically in small groups to discuss research
concludes this volume.

origins of the second world war ajp taylor: Remaking the Modern World 1900 - 2015 C.
A. Bayly, 2018-10-22 The sequel and companion volume to C.A. Bayly's ground-breaking The Birth of
the Modern World, 1780-1914, this wide-ranging and sophisticated study explores global history
since the First World War, offering a coherent, comparative overview of developments in politics,
economics, and society at large. Written by one of the leading historians of his generation, an early
intellectual leader in the study of World History Weaves a clear narrative history that explores the
themes of politics, economics, social, cultural, and intellectual life throughout the long twentieth
century Identifies the themes of state, capital, and communication as key drivers of change on a
global scale in the last century, and explores the impact of those ideas Interrogates whether warfare
was really the pre-eminent driving force of twentieth-century history, and what other ideas shaped
the course of history in this period Explores the causes behind the resurgence of local conflict,
rather than global-scale conflict, in the years since the turn of the millennium Delves into the
narrative of inequality, a story that has shaped and been shaped by the events of the last hundred
years Part of The Blackwell History of the World Series The goal of this ambitious series is to
provide an accessible source of knowledge about the entire human past, for every curious person in
every part of the world. It will comprise some two dozen volumes, of which some provide synoptic
views of the history of particular regions while others consider the world as a whole during a
particular period of time. The volumes are narrative in form, giving balanced attention to social and



cultural history (in the broadest sense) as well as to institutional development and political change.
Each provides a systematic account of a very large subject, but they are also both imaginative and
interpretative. The Series is intended to be accessible to the widest possible readership, and the
accessibility of its volumes is matched by the style of presentation and production.

origins of the second world war ajp taylor: International History of the Twentieth
Century Antony Best, 2004 A major new global history of the twentieth century, written by four
prominent international historians.

origins of the second world war ajp taylor: Nothing Less than Victory John David Lewis,
2013-12-26 How aggressive military strategies win wars, from ancient times to today The goal of
war is to defeat the enemy's will to fight. But how this can be accomplished is a thorny issue.
Nothing Less than Victory provocatively shows that aggressive, strategic military offenses can win
wars and establish lasting peace, while defensive maneuvers have often led to prolonged carnage,
indecision, and stalemate. Taking an ambitious and sweeping look at six major wars, from antiquity
to World War II, John David Lewis shows how victorious military commanders have achieved
long-term peace by identifying the core of the enemy's ideological, political, and social support for a
war, fiercely striking at this objective, and demanding that the enemy acknowledges its defeat.
Lewis examines the Greco-Persian and Theban wars, the Second Punic War, Aurelian's wars to
reunify Rome, the American Civil War, and the Second World War. He considers successful examples
of overwhelming force, such as the Greek mutilation of Xerxes' army and navy, the Theban-led
invasion of the Spartan homeland, and Hannibal's attack against Italy—as well as failed tactics of
defense, including Fabius's policy of delay, McClellan's retreat from Richmond, and Chamberlain's
appeasement of Hitler. Lewis shows that a war's endurance rests in each side's reasoning, moral
purpose, and commitment to fight, and why an effectively aimed, well-planned, and quickly executed
offense can end a conflict and create the conditions needed for long-term peace. Recognizing the
human motivations behind military conflicts, Nothing Less than Victory makes a powerful case for
offensive actions in pursuit of peace.
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