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Jean Jacques Rousseau Political Philosophy: Exploring the Foundations of
Modern Political Thought

jean jacques rousseau political philosophy stands as one of the most
influential and transformative bodies of thought in the history of political
theory. His ideas not only challenged the traditional structures of
governance during the Enlightenment but also laid the groundwork for concepts
such as democracy, individual freedom, and social justice that continue to
resonate today. Understanding Rousseau’s political philosophy offers
invaluable insights into the development of modern political systems and the
ongoing debates about the relationship between individuals and the state.

The Context of Rousseau’s Political Philosophy

To truly appreciate the depth of Jean Jacques Rousseau’s political
philosophy, it’'s essential to place his ideas within the historical and
intellectual context of the 18th century. Emerging during the Enlightenment-a
period marked by an emphasis on reason, science, and individual
rights—Rousseau’s work stood out because it questioned not only the
legitimacy of monarchies but also the very nature of human society.

Unlike some of his contemporaries who championed rationalism and progress
through institutions, Rousseau took a more critical stance on civilization’s
impact on human nature. His reflections on freedom, equality, and authority
were revolutionary because they suggested that legitimate political authority
must arise from the collective will of the people rather than inherited power
or divine right.

Core Concepts in Jean Jacques Rousseau
Political Philosophy

Rousseau’s political philosophy is rich and complex, but several core
concepts form the backbone of his thought. These ideas have influenced
everything from modern democratic theory to debates about social justice and
governance.

The State of Nature and Human Nature

A foundational aspect of Rousseau’s philosophy is his notion of the “state of



nature.” Contrary to Thomas Hobbes, who viewed the state of nature as
“solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short,” Rousseau believed that humans in
their natural state were peaceful, free, and equal. According to Rousseau, it
was the development of private property and social institutions that
corrupted this natural harmony and introduced inequality and conflict.

This idea is crucial because it sets the stage for Rousseau’s argument that
political society is a human construct that must be carefully designed to
preserve freedom and equality rather than undermine them.

The Social Contract and the General Will

Perhaps the most famous contribution of Jean Jacques Rousseau political
philosophy is his concept of the social contract. In his work *The Social
Contract* (1762), Rousseau argues that individuals come together to form a
collective body politic by agreeing to abide by common rules that reflect the
“general will.” This general will represents the collective interest of all
citizens, transcending individual desires.

The social contract is not merely an agreement to obey laws but a
foundational pact to create a political community where sovereignty rests
with the people. Rousseau’s insistence that laws are legitimate only if they
express the general will has had a profound impact on democratic theory and
the principle of popular sovereignty.

Freedom and Autonomy

For Rousseau, true freedom is found not in unlimited individual autonomy but
in obedience to laws that one has prescribed for oneself through the social
contract. This idea of freedom as “self-legislation” illustrates Rousseau’s
belief that individual liberty and collective authority are not contradictory
but complementary.

This nuanced understanding of freedom challenges the notion that authority is
inherently oppressive. Instead, it highlights the possibility of a political
system where citizens are both free and bound by laws that reflect their
common interests.

Rousseau’s Critique of Modern Society

Jean Jacques Rousseau’s political philosophy is also notable for its critique
of the social and political order of his time. He was deeply skeptical of the
inequalities and moral decadence he saw in European societies, particularly
the growing disparities caused by property ownership and class divisions.



Private Property and Inequality

Rousseau famously declared that the first person who enclosed a piece of land
and claimed it as private property “was the real founder of civil society.”
He argued that private property created artificial inequalities that
corrupted natural human goodness and led to social conflict.

This critique underlines many contemporary discussions on economic inequality
and social justice. Rousseau’s insights invite us to question how property
rights and economic systems can either promote or undermine political freedom
and equality.

The Corruption of Morality and Civic Virtue

In addition to economic critiques, Rousseau lamented the loss of civic virtue
and communal bonds. He believed that the rise of luxury and competition
fostered selfishness and alienation, weakening the social fabric necessary
for a just political order.

His call for a return to simplicity, community, and shared responsibility
resonates with many modern movements that emphasize participatory democracy
and social cohesion.

Legacy and Influence of Jean Jacques Rousseau
Political Philosophy

The impact of Rousseau’s political philosophy is vast and enduring. His ideas
have shaped revolutions, inspired political theorists, and continue to inform
debates on governance and citizenship.

Influence on Revolutionary Movements

Rousseau’s emphasis on popular sovereignty and the general will played a
pivotal role in the French Revolution and other struggles for democratic
governance. His vision of a political community based on equality and
collective decision-making inspired activists and thinkers who sought to
overthrow oppressive regimes.

Contributions to Democratic Theory

Modern democratic theory owes much to Rousseau’s ideas about participation,
legitimacy, and freedom. The concept that sovereignty resides fundamentally



with the people and that laws must reflect the general will remains central
to democratic institutions worldwide.

Challenges and Criticisms

Despite his influence, Rousseau’s political philosophy has also faced
criticism, particularly concerning the ambiguity of the general will and the
potential for it to justify authoritarianism if misapplied. Critics argue
that the notion of a unified collective will can suppress minority rights or
dissenting voices.

Nonetheless, these critiques have spurred deeper reflections on balancing
majority rule and individual rights, a challenge that remains central in
contemporary political discourse.

Applying Rousseau’s Ideas Today

Jean Jacques Rousseau political philosophy offers valuable perspectives for
modern society, especially in an era where questions about democracy,
inequality, and social cohesion are ever pressing.

e Reevaluating Social Contracts: Rousseau encourages citizens and
governments to revisit the foundational agreements that govern society,
ensuring they genuinely reflect the collective will and promote justice.

e Balancing Individual Rights and Common Good: His insights help frame
ongoing debates about how to harmonize personal freedoms with societal
responsibilities.

e Addressing Economic Inequality: Rousseau’s critique of private property
invites discussions on how economic policies can mitigate disparities
and foster more equitable societies.

e Fostering Civic Engagement: Emphasizing participation and communal
bonds, Rousseau’s philosophy highlights the importance of an active
citizenry for the health of democracy.

Exploring Rousseau’s political philosophy can thus enrich our understanding
of how political systems can be designed to be both free and fair, reflecting
the needs and aspirations of all members of society.

Jean Jacques Rousseau’s political philosophy remains a cornerstone of



political thought, providing profound insights into the nature of freedom,
authority, and community. His ideas challenge us to rethink the foundations
of political legitimacy and inspire ongoing efforts to create societies
rooted in justice and genuine participation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Jean-Jacques Rousseau's
political philosophy?

The central theme of Rousseau's political philosophy is the concept of the
‘general will' and the idea that legitimate political authority arises from a
social contract agreed upon by all citizens for the common good.

How does Rousseau define the 'social contract'?

Rousseau defines the social contract as an agreement among free individuals
to create a political community where sovereignty rests with the people,
ensuring freedom and equality under the rule of the general will.

What role does the 'general will' play in Rousseau's
political theory?

The 'general will' represents the collective interest of the people as a
whole, guiding laws and policies to promote the common good rather than
individual interests, and is the basis for legitimate political authority.

How does Rousseau view individual freedom in
relation to the state?

Rousseau argues that true individual freedom is found in obedience to laws
that one has prescribed for oneself as part of the general will, meaning
freedom and political authority are compatible when the social contract is
properly formed.

What is Rousseau's stance on inequality in society?

Rousseau criticizes social and economic inequalities as unnatural and
harmful, believing that political arrangements should aim to reduce
inequality and promote social cohesion through the general will.

How did Rousseau influence modern democratic
thought?

Rousseau's ideas about popular sovereignty, direct democracy, and the general
will have profoundly influenced modern democratic theory, inspiring movements



towards participatory governance and republicanism.

What distinguishes Rousseau's political philosophy
from that of Hobbes and Locke?

Unlike Hobbes who emphasized absolute sovereignty, and Locke who focused on
individual rights and property, Rousseau emphasized collective sovereignty
and the general will, prioritizing the community's common good over
individual interests.

How does Rousseau address the tension between
individual interests and the common good?

Rousseau acknowledges the tension but argues that individuals achieve true
freedom by subordinating personal interests to the general will, which
represents the collective good, thus harmonizing individual liberty with
social order.

Additional Resources

Jean Jacques Rousseau Political Philosophy: An In-Depth Exploration

jean jacques rousseau political philosophy stands as a cornerstone in the
development of modern political thought. His ideas not only challenged the
prevailing notions of governance in the 18th century but also laid
foundational principles that influenced democratic theory, social contract
discussions, and notions of individual freedom. Rousseau’s political
philosophy remains a subject of rigorous academic study and public interest,
reflecting its enduring relevance in contemporary debates surrounding
governance, citizenship, and the social order.

Foundations of Rousseau’s Political Philosophy

At the heart of Jean Jacques Rousseau’s political thought is the concept of
the social contract, a theory that explores the legitimate authority of the
state and the relationship between individuals and collective governance.
Rousseau’s seminal work, *The Social Contract* (1762), articulates his vision
of how free individuals come together to form a political community that
guarantees freedom and equality.

Unlike earlier social contract theorists such as Thomas Hobbes and John
Locke, Rousseau emphasized a collective sovereignty that arises from the
general will (volonté générale). This general will represents the common good
or public interest, transcending individual desires. Rousseau contended that
true political legitimacy stems from the alignment of laws with the general
will, ensuring that citizens are both authors and subjects of the laws they



obey.

The State of Nature and Human Freedom

A critical element in Rousseau’s political philosophy is his portrayal of the
"state of nature." Rousseau posited that humans in their natural state were
free, equal, and peaceful, contrasting with Hobbes’s bleak view of a state of
nature as "nasty, brutish, and short." For Rousseau, the emergence of private
property marked the beginning of social inequality and conflict,
necessitating the formation of political institutions.

This narrative underpins his argument that the social contract is not merely
a surrender of freedom but a transformation that protects individual liberty
through collective self-governance. Rousseau famously stated that individuals
who enter the social contract "give themselves to all and yet remain free,"
highlighting his belief that political obligation and freedom are not
mutually exclusive.

Core Tenets of Rousseau’s Political Thought

Rousseau’s political philosophy is rich with concepts that continue to
resonate, especially in discussions about democracy, sovereignty, and civil
rights. Key ideas include:

e Popular Sovereignty: Rousseau argued that sovereignty lies fundamentally
with the people, not with monarchs or elites. This principle undergirds
modern democratic systems where authority is derived from the consent of
the governed.

e General Will: Distinct from the will of all (aggregate individual
preferences), the general will represents the collective interest aimed
at the common good. It is mandatory for citizens to follow the general
will to maintain social cohesion and justice.

e Direct Democracy: Rousseau favored direct participation of citizens in
the legislative process, believing that only through direct engagement
could the general will be accurately expressed and upheld.

e Freedom as Obedience to Self-Legislation: Freedom, for Rousseau, is not
merely the absence of constraints but obedience to laws that individuals
prescribe to themselves, ensuring autonomy within a collective
framework.



Rousseau’s Critique of Inequality and Civilization

Another significant aspect of Rousseau’s political philosophy is his critique
of social inequality and the corrupting influence of civilization. In his
*Discourse on the Origin and Basis of Inequality Among Men* (1755), Rousseau
distinguishes between natural inequality (differences in age, health, or
physical strength) and moral or political inequality, which results from
social conventions and institutions.

He argued that the development of property, commerce, and organized society
led to the loss of natural freedom and the rise of dependency and
competition. This critique has fueled various revolutionary movements and
inspired political ideologies that seek to address systemic inequality and
promote social justice.

Impact and Legacy of Rousseau’s Political
Philosophy

Jean Jacques Rousseau’s ideas have had a profound impact on the political
landscape, influencing revolutions, constitutions, and philosophical debates
worldwide. His emphasis on popular sovereignty and the general will inspired
the French Revolution and contributed to the development of republicanism and
modern democracy.

However, Rousseau’s political philosophy is not without controversy. Critics
have pointed out potential authoritarian implications of the general will,
where dissent could be suppressed under the guise of common good.
Additionally, his idealization of direct democracy poses practical challenges
in large, complex societies.

Comparisons with Contemporary Political Theorists

When contrasted with contemporaries such as Locke and Hobbes, Rousseau’s
political philosophy presents a more optimistic view of human nature and
collective governance. While Hobbes advocated for absolute sovereignty to
escape the chaos of the state of nature, and Locke emphasized natural rights
and limited government, Rousseau focused on community-oriented freedom and
egalitarianism.

This distinction places Rousseau as a pivotal figure in the transition from
classical liberalism to more participatory and egalitarian political theories
that emphasize social cohesion and collective responsibility.



Relevance in Modern Political Discourse

In today’'s global political environment, Rousseau’s political philosophy
continues to influence debates about democracy, citizenship, and the role of
the state. Issues such as populism, social justice, and political legitimacy
often echo Rousseau’s concerns about aligning governance with the general
will and protecting individual freedoms within the collective.

Moreover, Rousseau’s critique of inequality resonates strongly amid

increasing economic disparities and discussions about the social contract’s
evolution in contemporary welfare states and global governance structures.

Key Features and Pros & Cons of Rousseau’s
Political Philosophy

* Pros:

o Highlights the importance of collective decision-making and popular
sovereignty.

o Offers a framework for understanding freedom as participation in
self-legislation.

o Provides a powerful critique of social and economic inequalities.

o Emphasizes the moral and civic responsibilities of citizens.

e Cons:

o Potentially paves the way for authoritarianism under the guise of
the general will.

o Idealistic conception of direct democracy may be impractical in
large societies.

o Ambiguities in defining the general will can lead to subjective
interpretations.

o Limited attention to pluralism and minority rights within a
collective framework.



Jean Jacques Rousseau’s political philosophy remains a vital subject for
scholars, policymakers, and citizens interested in the foundations of
political legitimacy and freedom. His exploration of the social contract,
general will, and human nature continues to challenge and inspire
contemporary political thought, underscoring the dynamic interplay between
individual liberty and collective governance.
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jean jacques rousseau political philosophy: The Political Philosophy of Jean-Jacques
Rousseau Mads Qvortrup, 2003 This title presents an overview of Rousseau's work from a political
science perspective. Was the great theorist of the French Revolution really a conservative? The text
argues that the author of "The Social Contract' was a constitutionalist closer to Montesquieu and
Locke than to revolutionaries.

jean jacques rousseau political philosophy: Jean-jacques Rousseau, Philosophy
Collection Jean-Jacques Rousseau, George Douglas Howard Cole, John Michael Cohen, Eleanor
Worthington, 2014-07-23 Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712 - 1778) was a Genevan philosopher of the
18th century. His political philosophy influenced the French Revolution as well as the overall
development of modern political, sociological, and educational thought.Rousseau's novel Emile, or
On Education is a treatise on the education of the whole person for citizenship. His sentimental
novel Julie, or the New Heloise was of importance to the development of pre-romanticism and
romanticism in fiction. Rousseau's autobiographical writings - his Confessions, which initiated the
modern autobiography, and his Reveries of a Solitary Walker - exemplified the late 18th-century
movement known as the Age of Sensibility, and featured an increased focus on subjectivity and
introspection that later characterized modern writing. His Discourse on the Origin of Inequality and
his On the Social Contract are cornerstones in modern political and social thought. He argued that
private property was conventional and the beginning of true civil society.In this book:The Social
Contract & DiscoursesThe Confessions of J. J. Rousseau, CompleteEmile or, Concerning Education;
Extracts

jean jacques rousseau political philosophy: On the Social Contract Jean-Jacques Rousseau,
G. D. H. Cole, 2003-02-13 A milestone of political science, Rousseau's 1762 work argues that all
government is fundamentally flawed and that modern society is rife with inequality. He proposes an
alternative system for the development of self-governing, self-disciplined citizens.

jean jacques rousseau political philosophy: Discourse on The Origin of Inequality
Jean-Jacques Rousseau, 2025-09-23 Originally written in1754 for an essay competition run by the
Dijon Academy of Arts and Sciences, Discourse on the Origin and Basis of Inequality Among Men by
the philosopher Jean-Jacques Rousseau is a strikingly original inquiry into politics and human
nature. The Discourse presents a theoretical view of people in a pre-social condition and the ensuing
effects of civilization. Rousseau's sweeping account of humanity's social and political development is
one of the most influential and provocative works of the eighteenth century. To answer the question:
What is the origin of inequality among men, and is it authorized by the natural law? Rousseau
addresses both natural and moral inequality. Rousseau argues that moral inequalities of rank,
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wealth, and power are the inevitable result of the civilizing process. His cynical view of civil society
contends that man has strayed from his natural state of individual independence and freedom to
satisfy his individual needs and desires. Rousseau eloquently shows how inequality robs us not only
of our material goods but also our psychological independence. While we cannot return to a simpler
time, measuring the costs of progress may help us imagine alternatives to the corruption and
oppressive conformity of modern society in order to recover the peaceful self-sufficiency of life.

jean jacques rousseau political philosophy: Jean-Jacques Rousseau: Human nature and
history John T. Scott, 2006 Bringing together critical assessments of the broad range of Rousseau's
thought, with a particular emphasis on his political theory, this systematic collection is an essential
resource for both student and scholar.

jean jacques rousseau political philosophy: The Social Contract Jean-Jacques Rousseau,
George Douglas Howard Cole, J. H. Brumfitt, John Cecil Hall, 2005-01-01 Jean-Jacques Rousseau's
ideas about society, culture, and government are pivotal in the history of political thought. His works
are as controversial as they are relevant today. This volume brings together three of Rousseau's
most important political writings -- The Social Contract and The First Discourse (Discourse on the
Sciences and Arts) and The Second Discourse (Discourse on the Origin and Foundations of
Inequality) -- and presents essays by major scholars that shed light on the dimensions and
implications of these texts. Susan Dunn's introductory essay underlines the unity of Rousseau's
political thought and explains why his ideas influenced Jacobin revolutionaries in France but
repelled American revolutionaries across the ocean. Gita May's essay discusses Rousseau as cultural
critic. Robert N. Bellah explores Rousseau's attempt to resolve the tension between the individual's
desire for freedom and the obligations that society imposes. David Bromwich analyzes Rousseau as a
psychologist of the human self. And Conor Cruise O'Brien takes on the noxious, deranged Rousseau,
excoriated by Edmund Burke but admired by Robespierre and Thomas Jefferson. Written from
different, even opposing perspectives, these lucid essays convey a sense of the vital and contentious
debate surrounding Rousseau and his legacy.

jean jacques rousseau political philosophy: Jean-Jacques Rousseau: Political principles and
institutions John T. Scott, 2006 Bringing together critical assessments of the broad range of
Rousseau's thought, with a particular emphasis on his political theory, this systematic collection is
an essential resource for both student and scholar.

jean jacques rousseau political philosophy: The Social Contract Jean-Jacques Rousseau,
1954 With the publication of The Social Contract in 1761, Jean-Jacques Rousseau took his place
among the leading political philosophers of the Enlightenment. Like his contractarian predecessors
(Thomas Hobbes and John Locke), Rousseau sought to ground his political theory in an
understanding of human nature, which he believed to be basically good but corrupted by the
conflicting interests within society. Here self-interest degenerated into a state of war from which
humanity could only be extricated by the imposition of a contract. As a party to the compact, each
individual would find his true interest served within the political expression of the community of
man, or the general will. What is the content of human nature and how does it compel mankind to
come together to create a civil society? What form does this society take? What benefits does it offer
its citizens, and what must each individual sacrifice to reap its rewards? How does sovereign power
manifest itself, and what consequences follow for those who choose not to abide by the general will?
Does Rousseau's political theory set forth a blueprint for democracy-one that results in equality,
universal suffrage, and popular sovereignty-or is it a recipe for central state totalitarianism? These
are just a few of the complex questions that will confront readers of The Social Contract. Whatever
their intent or ultimate result, Jean-Jacques Rousseau's views on the state and man's relationship to
it have culminated in one of the most powerful and compelling pieces of political philosophy ever
written. Book jacket.

jean jacques rousseau political philosophy: The Complete Works Jean-Jacques Rousseau,
2022-11-13 In The Complete Works, Jean-Jacques Rousseau encapsulates his revolutionary thoughts
that laid the groundwork for modern political philosophy and education theory. Spanning essays,



treatises, and letters, this collection showcases Rousseau's lyrical prose and provocative ideas on
nature, society, and individual freedom, particularly as expressed in seminal texts such as The Social
Contract and Emile, or On Education. Set against the backdrop of the Enlightenment, his work
critically examines the tensions between civilization and natural human instincts, making it a
cornerstone for subsequent thoughts on democracy, ethics, and personal identity. Rousseau, born in
Geneva in 1712, lived through a period rife with intellectual upheaval. His varied background, from
a humble education to a life filled with personal turmoil, deeply influenced his perspectives on social
inequality and the inherent goodness of man. As a thinker, he challenged conventions, advocating
for the emotional over the rational, ultimately positioning himself as a precursor to Romanticism. His
unique voice combined with a profound understanding of human nature inspired generations of
thinkers and activists, shaping philosophical and pedagogical discourses. This comprehensive
volume is essential for scholars, students, and anyone keen to explore the depths of Rousseau's
thought. By engaging with these works, readers will not only grasp the transformative ideas of
Rousseau but also reflect on their resonance in contemporary society, making it a vital addition to
any literary or philosophical collection.
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jean jacques rousseau political philosophy: The Political Philosophy of Rousseau Roger D.
Masters, 2015-03-08 This book is intended as an equivalent to or substitute for that more reflective
reading which Rousseau considered essential to an understanding of his ideas. It is designed to
complement perusal of the texts themselves, and the arrangement is such that chapters on each of
Rousseau's major writings can be consulted separately or the commentary may be read through in
sequence. The author's purpose is not to present a key to Rousseau's political philosophy, but rather
to explore the works themselves in an effort to reveal Rousseau's system, from which the reader may
then draw his own conclusions. Originally published in 1976. The Princeton Legacy Library uses the
latest print-on-demand technology to again make available previously out-of-print books from the
distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions preserve the original texts of
these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and hardcover editions. The goal
of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage found in
the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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2016-08-21 Jean Jacques Rousseau was a Genevan philosopher, writer, and composer of the 18th
century. Jean Jacques Rousseau's political philosophy influenced the Enlightenment in France and
across Europe, as well as aspects of the French Revolution and the overall development of modern
political and educational thought. On The Social Contract is one of Jean Jacques Rousseau's works
which has influenced politics & government throughout the world. On The Social Contract espouses
Jean Jacques Rousseau's theory on free will & determinism by delving into what he viewed as the
best way to establish a political community in the face of the problems of commercial society.
Originally published in 1762, the work helped to inspire political reforms and revolutions in Europe,
especially in France. Jean Jacques Rousseau's On The Social Contract argued against the idea that
monarchs were divinely empowered to legislate and control politics & government; as Rousseau
asserts, only the people, who are sovereign, have that all-powerful right. On The Social Contract is
often required reading for courses in philosophy, politics & government, and politics & social
sciences.

jean jacques rousseau political philosophy: The Social Contract and Discourses Jean-Jacques
Rousseau, 1973 With the publication of The Social Contract in 1761, Jean-Jacques Rousseau took his
place among the leading political philosophers of the Enlightenment. Like his contractarian
predecessors (Thomas Hobbes and John Locke), Rousseau sought to ground his political theory in an
understanding of human nature, which he believed to be basically good but corrupted by the
conflicting inteerests within society. Here self-interest degenerated into a state of war from which
humanity could only be extricated by the imposition of a contract. As a party to the compact, each



individual would find his true interest served within the political expression of the community of
man, or the general will. What is the content of human nature and how does it compel mankind to
come together to create a civil society? What form does this society take? What benefits does it offer
its citizens, and what must each individual sacrifice to reap its rewards? How does sovereign power
manifest itself, and what consequences follow for those who choose not to abide by the general will?
Does Rousseau's political theory set forth a blueprint for democracyone that results in equality,
universal suffrage, and popular sovereigntyor is it a recipe for central state totalitarianism? These
are just a few of the complex questions that will confront readers of The Social Contract. Whatever
their intent or iltimate result, Jean-Jacques Rousseau's views on the state and man's relationship to it
have culminated in one of the most powerful and compelling pieces of political philosophy ever
written.

jean jacques rousseau political philosophy: Basic Political Writings Jean-Jacques Rousseau,
2016-04-20 Jean-Jacques Rousseau was an 18th century Genevan philosopher and writer. His Basic
Political Writings which contain his political philosophy, influenced the Enlightenment in France and
across Europe, as well as aspects of the French Revolution and the overall development of modern
political and educational thought. This edition of Jean-Jacques Rousseau's Basic Political Writings
contains Rousseau's most important political writings such as A Discourse on Inequality in which
Rousseau discusses two types of inequality: natural, or physical inequality, and ethical, or moral
inequality. This edition also contains Jean-Jacques Rousseau's The Social Contract and A Discource
on Political Economy. Jean-Jacques Rousseau's Basic Political Writings is often required textbook
reading in the following disciplines: politics & social sciences, philosophy, humanities, and history.

jean jacques rousseau political philosophy: The Major Political Writings of Jean-Jacques
Rousseau Jean-Jacques Rousseau, 2012-10-17 This “fresh new rendition of Rousseau’s major political
writings is a boon for scholars and students alike”—with a critical introduction by the translator
(Richard Boyd, Georgetown University). Individualist and communitarian. Anarchist and totalitarian.
Progressive and reactionary. Since the eighteenth century, Jean-Jacques Rousseau has been called
all of these things. Few philosophers have been the subject of such intense debate, yet almost
everyone agrees that Rousseau is among the most important political thinkers in history. Renowned
Rousseau scholar John T. Scott highlights his enduring influence with this superb new edition of his
major political writings. This volume includes authoritative and lucid new translations of the
Discourse on the Sciences and Arts, the Discourse on the Origin and Foundations of Inequality
Among Men, and On the Social Contract. The two Discourses show Rousseau developing his
well-known conception of the natural goodness of man and the problems posed by life in society.
With the Social Contract, Rousseau became the first major thinker to argue that democracy is the
only legitimate form of political organization. Scott’s extensive introduction enhances our
understanding of these foundational writings, providing background information, social and
historical context, and guidance for interpreting the works. Throughout, translation and editorial
notes clarify ideas and terms that might not be immediately familiar to most readers.

jean jacques rousseau political philosophy: Jean-Jacques Rousseau and the 'Well-Ordered
Society' Maurizio Viroli, 1988 This book studies a central but hitherto neglected aspect of
Rousseau's political thought: the concept of social order and its implications for the ideal society
which he envisages. The antithesis between order and disorder is a fundamental theme in
Rousseau's work, and the author takes it as the basis for this study. In contrast with a widely held
interpretation of Rousseau's philosophy, Professor Viroli argues that natural and political order are
by no means the same for Rousseau. He explores the differences and interrelations between the
different types of order which Rousseau describes, and shows how the philosopher constructed his
final doctrine of the just society, which can be based only on every citizen's voluntary and knowing
acceptance of the social contract and on the promotion of virtue above ambition. The author also
shows the extent of Rousseau's debt to the republican tradition, and above all to Machiavelli, and
revises the image of Rousseau as a disciple of the natural-law school.

jean jacques rousseau political philosophy: A Discourse on Inequality Jean-Jacques



Rousseau, 2003-09-25 In A Discourse on Inequality Rousseau sets out to demonstrate how the
growth of civilization corrupts man’s natural happiness and freedom by creating artificial
inequalities of wealth, power and social privilege. Contending that primitive man was equal to his
fellows, Rousseau believed that as societies become more sophisticated, the strongest and most
intelligent members of the community gain an unnatural advantage over their weaker brethren, and
that constitutions set up to rectify these imbalances through peace and justice in fact do nothing but
perpetuate them. Rousseau’s political and social arguments in the Discourse were a hugely
influential denunciation of the social conditions of his time and one of the most revolutionary
documents of the eighteenth-century.

jean jacques rousseau political philosophy: Rousseau: 'The Social Contract' and Other
Later Political Writings Jean-Jacques Rousseau, 1997-07-24 The work of Jean-Jacques Rousseau is
presented in two volumes, together forming the most comprehensive anthology of Rousseau's
political writings in English. Volume II contains the later writings such as The Social Contract and a
selection of Rousseau's letters on important aspects of his thought. The Social Contract has become
Rousseau's most famous single work, but on publication was condemned by both the civil and the
ecclesiastical authorities in France and Geneva. Rousseau fled and it is during this period that he
wrote some of his autobiographical works as well as political essays such as On the Government of
Poland. This 1997 volume, like its predecessor, contains a comprehensive introduction, chronology
and guide to further reading, and will enable students to obtain a full understanding of the writings
of one of the world's greatest thinkers.

jean jacques rousseau political philosophy: Discourse on Political Economy Jean-Jacques
Rousseau, 1994 First published 1762. A classic of political theory.

jean jacques rousseau political philosophy: The Social Contract and Discourses
Jean-Jacques Rousseau, G. D. H. Cole, Ernest Rhys, Paul Boer, Excercere Cerebrum Excercere
Cerebrum Publications, 2015-01-27 The Social Contract, Or Principles of Political Right (Du contrat
social ou Principes du droit politique; 1762) by Jean-Jacques Rousseau is a book in which Rousseau
theorized about the best way to establish a political community in the face of the problems of
commercial society, which he had already identified in his Discourse on Inequality (1754).The Social
Contract helped inspire political reforms or revolutions in Europe, especially in France. The Social
Contract argued against the idea that monarchs were divinely empowered to legislate; as Rousseau
asserts, only the people, who are sovereign, have that all-powerful right.A Discourse on the Moral
Effects of the Arts and Sciences (1750), also known as Discourse on the Sciences and Arts (French:
Discours sur les sciences et les arts) and commonly referred to as The First Discourse, is an essay by
Genevan philosopher Jean-Jacques Rousseau which argued that the arts and sciences corrupt human
morality. It was Rousseau's first successful published philosophical work, and it was the first
expression of his influential views about nature vs. society, to which he would dedicate the rest of
his intellectual life. This work is considered one of his most important works.Discourse on the Origin
and Basis of Inequality Among Men (French: Discours sur l'origine et les fondements de 1'inégalité
parmi les hommes), also commonly known as the Second Discourse, is a work by philosopher
Jean-Jacques Rousseau.Rousseau first exposes in this work his conception of a human state of
nature, presented as a philosophical fiction (like by Thomas Hobbes, unlike by John Locke), and of
human perfectibility, an early idea of progress. He then explains the way, according to him, people
may have established civil society, which leads him to present private property as the original source
and basis of all inequality.
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