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Business Site Selection Location Analysis and GIS: Unlocking Smarter Decisions for Your Business

business site selection location analysis and gis form a powerful combination that enables businesses to make
informed, strategic decisions on where to establish or expand their operations. In today’s competitive
market, picking the right location is far more than just finding a spot with the lowest rent or the highest
foot traffic. It involves understanding a complex web of factors including demographics, accessibility,
competition, and environmental considerations. Geographic Information Systems (GIS) bring a technological

edge to this process, turning raw data into actionable insights. Let’s explore how these tools work together

to revolutionize site selection and location analysis for businesses of all sizes.

Understanding Business Site Selection and Location Analysis

Choosing the right site for a business can be a make-or-break decision. Location analysis involves evaluating
various spatial and non-spatial factors that influence business success. Traditionally, this might have
involved driving around neighborhoods, consulting census data, or relying on intuition and experience.
However, with the growth of data availability and mapping technologies, this process has become more

scientific and precise.

Key Factors in Location Analysis

When companies assess potential sites, they consider a range of variables, including:

e Demographics: Age, income, education levels, and population density of the nearby community.
e Accessibility: Proximity to major roads, public transport, and ease of customer or supplier access.

e Competition: The presence of similar businesses nearby, which can either be a threat or an

opportunity.
e Costs: Rent or purchase prices, taxes, and operational expenses related to the location.
e Labor Market: Availability of skilled workforce in the vicinity.

¢ Regulations and Zoning: Local laws that might restrict or enable certain types of business activities.



¢ Environmental Factors: Risks such as flooding, pollution, or other hazards that might impact

operations.

Balancing these factors requires detailed data and sophisticated analysis, which is where GIS technology

becomes invaluable.

What is GIS and How Does It Enhance Location Analysis?

Geographic Information Systems (GIS) are computer-based tools that capture, store, analyze, and visualize
geographic data. By layering multiple datasets on digital maps, GIS allows decision-makers to see spatial

relationships and patterns that would otherwise be invisible.

The Role of GIS in Business Site Selection

GIS helps businesses by:
¢ Mapping Customer Demographics: Businesses can visualize where their target customers live and
identify underserved markets.

¢ Analyzing Competitor Locations: Plotting competitors on maps helps in understanding market

saturation and opportunity zones.

¢ Optimizing Supply Chain Logistics: GIS reveals the most efficient routes and proximity to suppliers

or distribution centers.

¢ Evaluating Environmental and Regulatory Constraints: Identifying flood zones or zoning districts to

avoid costly mistakes.

e Site Suitability Modeling: Combining various weighted factors to score and rank potential sites.

By integrating GIS into the location analysis process, businesses gain a multidimensional view that supports

smarter, data-driven decisions.



Real-World Applications of Business Site Selection Location
Analysis and GIS

Businesses across sectors use these technologies in varied ways, each tailored to their unique needs.

Retail Chains and Market Expansion

Retailers often rely on GIS to pinpoint neighborhoods with ideal customer profiles. For example, a coffee
chain might analyze foot traffic patterns, nearby office density, and competitor locations to select the best
spots for new stores. GIS can also forecast sales potential by correlating demographic data with historical

store performance.

Manufacturing and Distribution Centers

For manufacturers, proximity to raw materials, transportation hubs, and labor pools is critical. GIS assists in
assessing these factors simultaneously, ensuring that new facilities reduce logistics costs and improve supply

chain efficiency.

Real Estate Development

Developers use GIS to evaluate land parcels by considering environmental risks, zoning laws, and market
demand. This helps in making informed decisions about where to build residential, commercial, or mixed-

use projects.

Tips for Leveraging GIS in Your Business Site Selection

If you’re considering integrating GIS into your site selection strategy, keep these pointers in mind:
1. Start With Clear Objectives: Define what you want to achieve—whether it’s increasing market
share, reducing costs, or entering new regions.

2. Gather Quality Data: The accuracy of your analysis depends on reliable datasets, including up-to-date

demographic, transportation, and economic information.



3. Use Layered Analysis: Combine multiple factors such as customer density, competition, and costs to

create a comprehensive picture.

4. Engage Stakeholders: Collaborate with marketing, operations, and finance teams to ensure all

perspectives inform the decision.

5. Test Scenarios: Run “what-if” analyses to understand how changes in one factor (like increased

competition) might affect site viability.

6. Invest in Training or Expertise: GIS tools can be complex, so having trained analysts or external

consultants can maximize benefits.

Future Trends in Business Site Selection and GIS

The integration of GIS with emerging technologies promises even more sophisticated location analysis in

the coming years.

Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning

By combining GIS with Al, businesses can automate pattern recognition and predictive modeling. This

means faster identification of promising sites and more accurate forecasting of sales or operational risks.

Real-Time Data Integration

Incorporating live data feeds like traffic congestion, weather, and social media trends allows companies to
adjust strategies dynamically. For instance, a retailer might temporarily shift resources based on real-time

foot traffic changes.

3D Mapping and Augmented Reality

These technologies offer immersive views of potential sites, helping stakeholders visualize space usage,

customer flow, and environmental impact before committing.

Every business, whether a startup or an established enterprise, can benefit from embracing business site

selection location analysis and GIS. This approach transforms guesswork into precision, enabling smarter



investments and long-term success in a competitive landscape.

Frequently Asked Questions

‘What is the role of GIS in business site selection?

GIS (Geographic Information Systems) plays a crucial role in business site selection by analyzing spatial data
to identify optimal locations based on factors such as demographics, competition, accessibility, and market

potential.

Which factors are most important for location analysis in business site

selection?

Key factors include customer demographics, proximity to suppliers and competitors, transportation

infrastructure, labor availability, zoning regulations, and environmental considerations.

How can businesses use GIS to assess market potential for a new location?

Businesses can use GIS to map and analyze population density, income levels, consumer behavior patterns,
and competitor locations to evaluate market demand and identify underserved areas with growth

opportunities.

What are the advantages of using GIS over traditional methods in site

selection?

GIS provides dynamic, data-driven insights with spatial visualization, enabling more accurate and efficient

decision-making compared to traditional methods that rely heavily on manual data collection and analysis.

Can GIS help in risk assessment during business site selection?

Yes, GIS can help assess risks such as natural hazards, crime rates, and environmental regulations by

overlaying relevant spatial data layers, allowing businesses to choose safer and more compliant locations.

Additional Resources

Business Site Selection Location Analysis and GIS: Transforming Strategic Decisions in Modern Business

business site selection location analysis and gis represent a pivotal intersection of geography, data science,

and strategic business planning. As companies strive to optimize operations, expand markets, and minimize



risks, the integration of Geographic Information Systems (GIS) into business site selection has become
indispensable. This article explores how these tools and methodologies shape decision-making processes,
offering a comprehensive understanding of their capabilities, applications, and implications in the

contemporary business landscape.

The Role of Business Site Selection in Corporate Strategy

Business site selection is far more than choosing a physical address; it involves multifaceted considerations
such as market accessibility, labor availability, infrastructure, cost factors, and regulatory environments.
Traditionally, companies relied on qualitative assessments or rudimentary demographic data to guide these
choices. However, the complexity and dynamic nature of economic and environmental variables demand

more sophisticated analytical approaches.

Location analysis evaluates potential sites through various lenses—economic trends, competitor proximity,
consumer behavior, transportation networks, and environmental risks. Accurate site selection minimizes
operational costs, enhances customer reach, and supports sustainable growth. In this context, GIS has
emerged as a transformative technology, enabling spatial analysis that integrates diverse data layers for

nuanced insights.

Understanding GIS in Business Site Selection

Geographic Information Systems (GIS) are computer-based tools that capture, store, analyze, and visualize
spatial or geographic data. When applied to business site selection, GIS facilitates the examination of

multiple factors simultaneously, offering a spatial dimension often overlooked in traditional analytics.

Core Capabilities of GIS for Location Analysis

Data Integration: GIS can merge datasets from various sources such as census data, transportation

maps, real estate listings, and environmental reports.

Spatial Visualization: Through layered maps and heatmaps, decision-makers can visually assess site

attributes and their spatial relationships.

Proximity Analysis: GIS tools calculate distances to suppliers, customers, and competitors, aiding in

logistical efficiency evaluations.

Demographic Profiling: Businesses can analyze population density, income levels, and consumer



preferences within specific geographic boundaries.

¢ Risk Assessment: GIS helps identify environmental hazards and regulatory constraints by mapping

flood zones, pollution sources, or zoning districts.

Advantages of Incorporating GIS in Site Selection

GIS-driven location analysis offers several distinct advantages that elevate the quality of site selection

decisions:

- ¥*Enhanced Precision:** By leveraging granular spatial data, companies avoid costly misjudgments that
arise from oversimplified or outdated information.

- ¥Scenario Modeling:** GIS enables “what-if” scenarios to project outcomes under different market or
environmental conditions.

- ¥*Improved Collaboration:** Visual maps and dashboards facilitate communication among stakeholders,
bridging gaps between technical experts and executives.

- ¥*Competitive Edge:** Businesses can identify underserved markets or optimal logistics hubs before

competitors do, creating strategic advantages.

However, it is important to note that GIS implementation requires skilled personnel, quality data sources,

and investments in software infrastructure, which can be barriers for smaller enterprises.

Key Factors in Business Site Selection Location Analysis

Market Accessibility and Customer Reach

One of the primary considerations in location analysis is proximity to target customer segments. GIS allows
businesses to overlay demographic data with transportation routes, enabling the identification of locations
that maximize customer accessibility while minimizing travel time and costs. For retailers and service

providers, this translates into higher foot traffic and improved sales potential.

Labor Market and Workforce Characteristics

The availability of skilled labor is a critical determinant of site viability. Using GIS, companies can analyze

labor market statistics by region, including unemployment rates, education levels, average wages, and



commuting patterns. This spatial insight guides decisions about where to locate manufacturing plants,

offices, or distribution centers to tap into suitable talent pools.

Infrastructure and Transportation Networks

Efficient logistics hinge on robust infrastructure. GIS mapping of highways, railways, ports, and airports
helps businesses assess the connectivity of potential sites. Locations with superior access to supply chains and

distribution channels reduce transportation costs and enhance delivery reliability.

Cost Considerations and Incentives

Real estate prices, tax regimes, and government incentives vary widely across regions. GIS platforms can
incorporate economic data to compare cost structures effectively. Moreover, many municipalities offer

location-based incentives, and GIS can help identify areas where such benefits align with company goals.

Environmental and Regulatory Factors

Environmental sustainability and regulatory compliance are increasingly vital in site selection. GIS supports
the identification of environmental constraints like flood plains, protected habitats, or pollution hotspots. It
also aids in navigating zoning laws and permits by mapping jurisdictional boundaries and land-use

classifications.

Case Studies: GIS in Action for Business Site Selection

Retail Expansion Strategy

A national retail chain seeking to expand into new markets used GIS-based location analysis to pinpoint
neighborhoods with optimal demographics, low competitor density, and high traffic volumes. By
integrating customer purchasing behavior data with spatial analytics, the company increased the success

rate of new store openings by over 30%, demonstrating the tangible business value of GIS.



Manufacturing Plant Relocation

A manufacturing firm evaluated multiple potential sites across a tri-state area using GIS to assess proximity
to suppliers, labor availability, infrastructure, and environmental risks. GIS visualizations highlighted trade-
offs between cost and operational efficiency, leading to a site choice that reduced supply chain disruptions

and lowered transportation expenses by 15%.

Emerging Trends and Future Directions

The fusion of GIS with advanced analytics, such as artificial intelligence (AI) and big data, is pushing the
boundaries of business site selection. Predictive modeling and real-time data integration allow companies to

anticipate market shifts, consumer trends, and environmental changes with greater accuracy.
Additionally, cloud-based GIS platforms have democratized access to spatial analytics, enabling small and
medium-sized enterprises to harness these tools without significant upfront investment. Mobile GIS

applications also facilitate on-site assessments and data collection, enriching the decision-making process.

Despite these advancements, challenges remain, including data privacy concerns, data quality issues, and

the need for continuous training to keep pace with evolving technologies.

Integrating GIS into the Business Decision-Making Framework

For GIS-driven location analysis to be effective, it must be embedded within a broader strategic framework.

This involves:
1. Defining clear objectives: Understanding specific business goals such as market penetration, cost
reduction, or sustainability.

2. Data collection and validation: Gathering relevant spatial and non-spatial data and ensuring its

accuracy.

3. Stakeholder engagement: Involving cross-functional teams including marketing, finance, operations,

and legal departments.
4. Iterative analysis: Using GIS to test multiple scenarios and refine options based on emerging insights.

5. Implementation and monitoring: Post-selection tracking of site performance and adapting to changing

conditions.



This comprehensive approach ensures that business site selection is not a one-time event but a dynamic

process aligned with long-term corporate strategy.

Business site selection location analysis and GIS are reshaping how companies approach one of their most
critical decisions. As data availability expands and analytical tools become more sophisticated, the integration
of spatial intelligence into site selection is poised to become standard practice, driving smarter investments

and sustainable growth across industries.
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various individuals around the world. Detailing cloud security, regulatory and industry compliance,
and trust building in the cloud, this book is an essential reference source for practitioners,
professionals, and researchers worldwide, as well as business managers interested in an assembled
collection of solutions provided by a variety of cloud users.
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Systems Bhuiyan Monwar Alam, 2012-10-31 The importance of Geographic Information Systems
(GIS) can hardly be overemphasized in today’s academic and professional arena. More professionals
and academics have been using GIS than ever - urban

business site selection location analysis and gis: Retail Geography Shuguang Wang, Paul
Du, 2020-05-26 The retail sector is an integral part of a national economy. From the political
economy perspective, all consumer goods have surplus values locked up in them; the surplus values
are not realized until the consumer goods are purchased by consumers through various distribution
channels. As such, retailing is the essential link between production and consumption. The success
of a retail business depends on two general factors: the location of the retail outlet, and
management of the business. Both factors are equally important. If the business is located in the
wrong place with the wrong customer base, it will not generate expected sales. Similarly, if the
business is poorly managed and operated, it will not perform well even if the location is right.
Influenced by both traditional and new location theories, Retail Geography is conceptualized and
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practical examples to reflect the latest software development. Retail Geography provides a
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is comprised of eleven original submissions, a re-print of a 2007 article by Johnson and Smilowitz
that introduces CBOR, and an introductory chapter that provides policy motivation, antecedents to
CBOR in OR/MS, a theory of CBOR and a comprehensive review of the chapters. It is hoped that this
book will provide a resource to academics and practitioners who seek to develop methods and
applications that bridge the divide between traditional OR/MS rooted in mathematical models and
newer streams in 'soft OR' that emphasize problem structuring methods, critical approaches to
OR/MS and community engagement and capacity-building.
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Urban and Regional Systems Jean-Claude Thill, 2017-11-30 This contributed volume collects
cutting-edge research in Geographic Information Science & Technologies, Location Modeling, and
Spatial Analysis of Urban and Regional Systems. The contributions emphasize methodological
innovations or substantive breakthroughs on many facets of the socio-economic and environmental
reality of urban and regional contexts.
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Social Sciences Sergio ]J. Rey, Rachel S. Franklin, 2022-11-18 Providing an authoritative
assessment of the current landscape of spatial analysis in the social sciences, this cutting-edge
Handbook covers the full range of standard and emerging methods across the social science domain
areas in which these methods are typically applied. Accessible and comprehensive, it expertly
answers the key questions regarding the dynamic intersection of spatial analysis and the social



sciences.

business site selection location analysis and gis: Geocomputation Chris Brunsdon, Alex
Singleton, 2015-01-22 Geocomputation is the use of software and computing power to solve complex
spatial problems. It is gaining increasing importance in the era of the ‘big data’ revolution, of ‘smart
cities’, of crowdsourced data, and of associated applications for viewing and managing data
geographically - like Google Maps. This student focused book: Provides a selection of practical
examples of geocomputational techniques and ‘hot topics’ written by world leading practitioners.
Integrates supporting materials in each chapter, such as code and data, enabling readers to work
through the examples themselves. Chapters provide highly applied and practical discussions of:
Visualisation and exploratory spatial data analysis Space time modelling Spatial algorithms Spatial
regression and statistics Enabling interactions through the use of neogeography All chapters are
uniform in design and each includes an introduction, case studies, conclusions - drawing together
the generalities of the introduction and specific findings from the case study application - and
guidance for further reading. This accessible text has been specifically designed for those readers
who are new to Geocomputation as an area of research, showing how complex real-world problems
can be solved through the integration of technology, data, and geocomputational methods. This is
the applied primer for Geocomputation in the social sciences.

business site selection location analysis and gis: The Oxford Handbook of Quantitative
Methods, Vol. 2: Statistical Analysis Todd D. Little, 2013-02-01 Research today demands the
application of sophisticated and powerful research tools. Fulfilling this need, The Oxford Handbook
of Quantitative Methods is the complete tool box to deliver the most valid and generalizable answers
to todays complex research questions. It is a one-stop source for learning and reviewing current
best-practices in quantitative methods as practiced in the social, behavioral, and educational
sciences. Comprising two volumes, this handbook covers a wealth of topics related to quantitative
research methods. It begins with essential philosophical and ethical issues related to science and
quantitative research. It then addresses core measurement topics before delving into the design of
studies. Principal issues related to modern estimation and mathematical modeling are also detailed.
Topics in the handbook then segway into the realm of statistical inference and modeling with
chapters dedicated to classical approaches as well as modern latent variable approaches. Numerous
chapters associated with longitudinal data and more specialized techniques round out this broad
selection of topics. Comprehensive, authoritative, and user-friendly, this two-volume set will be an
indispensable resource for serious researchers across the social, behavioral, and educational
sciences.
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of Regional Systems Jean-Claude Thill, Suzana Dragicevic, 2017-07-28 The contributed volume
collects cutting-edge research in GeoComputational Analysis of Regional Systems. The contributions
emphasize methodological innovations or substantive breakthroughs on many facets of the
socio-economic and environmental reality of regional contexts.

business site selection location analysis and gis: Location Science Gilbert Laporte, Stefan
Nickel, Francisco Saldanha da Gama, 2015-02-25 This comprehensive and clearly structured book
presents essential information on modern Location Science. The book is divided into three parts:
basic concepts, advanced concepts and applications. Written by the most respected specialists in the
field and thoroughly reviewed by the editors, it first lays out the fundamental problems in Location
Science and provides the reader with basic background information on location theory. Part II
covers advanced models and concepts, broadening and expanding on the content presented in Part I.
It provides the reader with important tools to help them understand and solve real-world location
problems. Part III is dedicated to linking Location Science with other areas like GIS,
telecommunications, healthcare, rapid transit networks, districting problems and disaster events,
presenting a wide range of applications. This part enables the reader to understand the role of
facility location in such areas, as well as to learn how to handle realistic location problems. The book
is intended for researchers working on theory and applications involving location problems and




models. It is also suitable as a textbook for graduate courses on facility location.

business site selection location analysis and gis: Supply Chain Resilience Sebastian
Kummer, Tina Wakolbinger, Lydia Novoszel, Alexander M. Geske, 2022-09-24 Every global crisis
highlights the strategic importance of industrial and non-profit supply chains for society. In terms of
coping with unforeseen and unpredictable events, supply chain resilience enables the parties and
networks involved to stay successful during and after the disruption. Furthermore, a resilient supply
chain contributes to the sustainable competitive advantage of the entire value chain. Written by
scholars and practitioners alike, this book not only puts forward a new framework for resilience in
supply chain management, but also presents best practice cases from various areas and industries.
As a particular highlight, it includes a Delphi study that gathers state-of-the-art insights from supply
chain leaders. In addition to practical approaches, methods and tools, the book also offers food for
thought on the future of supply chain resilience. As such, it offers a valuable resource for current
and future managers in the public and private sector, as well as researchers and students engaged
in this field.

business site selection location analysis and gis: Location Covering Models Richard L.
Church, Alan Murray, 2018-12-22 This book provides a thoughtful and rigorous guide to coverage
modeling, reviewing essential models, solution approaches, and related applications. Since the early
developments of the Location Set Covering Problem and the Maximal Covering Location Problem,
models based upon some form of coverage have been extended and applied in a number of areas,
helping to improve services offered to citizens of large cities and regions. Examples include trauma
care services, transit systems design, cell tower location, and many others. The book not only
describes the strengths and weaknesses of currently available models, but also presents details on
major developments, including solution procedures and applications, making it well suited both as a
reference text and a textbook for graduate level courses.

business site selection location analysis and gis: Geographic Information Systems -
Data Science Approach Rifaat Abdalla, 2024-03-13 Dive into the dynamic world of Geographic
Information Systems (GIS) and data science with our comprehensive book in which innovation and
insights converge. This book presents a pioneering exploration at the intersection of GIS and data
science, providing a comprehensive view of their symbiotic relationship and transformative
potential. It encapsulates advanced methodologies, real-world applications, and interdisciplinary
approaches that redefine how we perceive and utilize spatial data. Offering a gateway to
cutting-edge research and practical insights, this book serves as a crucial resource for scholars,
practitioners, and enthusiasts alike. It addresses pressing challenges across diverse domains, from
environmental studies to public health and predictive analytics, demonstrating the paramount
significance of integrating GIS with data science methodologies. It is an essential compass guiding
readers toward a deeper understanding and application of these dynamic fields in today's
data-driven world.

business site selection location analysis and gis: Teaching Geographic Information Science
and Technology in Higher Education David Unwin, Nicholas Tate, Kenneth Foote, David DiBiase,
2011-11-29 Geographic Information Science and Technology (GISc&T) has been at the forefront of
education innovation in geography and allied sciences for two decades. Teaching Geographic
Information Science and Technology in Higher Education is an invaluable reference for educators
and researchers working in GISc&T, providing coverage of the latest innovations in the field and
discussion of what the future holds for GI Science education in the years to come. This book clearly
documents teaching innovations and takes stock of lessons learned from experience in the discipline.
The content will be of interest both to educators and researchers working in GISc&T, and to
educators in other related fields. More importantly, this book also anticipates some of the
opportunities and challenges in GI Science and Technology education that may arise in the next
decade. As such it will be of interest to chairs, deans, administrators, faculty in other subfields, and
educators in general. Innovative book taking a look at recent innovations and teaching developments
in the course provision of GI Science and Technology in higher education. Edited by leaders in the




field of GISc&T who have been at the forefront of education innovation in GI Science and allied
science subjects. Provides coverage of GISc & Technology in a range of institutional settings from an
international perspective at all levels of higher education. An invaluable text for all educators within
the field of GISc&T and allied subjects with advice from experts in the field on best practice.
Includes coverage and practical advice on curriculum design, teaching with GIS technology, distance
and eLearning with global examples from leading academics in the field.

business site selection location analysis and gis: Operations Research for Military
Organizations Tozan, Hakan, Karatas, Mumtaz, 2018-07-27 The study of operations research arose
during World War II to enhance the effectiveness of weapons and equipment used on the battlefield.
Since then, operations research techniques have also been used to solve several sophisticated and
complex defense-related problems. Operations Research for Military Organizations is a critical
scholarly resource that examines the issues that have an impact on aspects of contemporary
quantitative applications of operations research methods in the military. It also addresses innovative
applications, techniques, and methodologies to assist in solving defense and military-related
problems. Featuring coverage on a broad range of topics such as combat planning, tactical decision
aids, and weapon system simulations, this book is geared towards defense contractors, military
consultants, military personnel, policy makers, and government departments seeking current
research on defense methodologies.

business site selection location analysis and gis: Routledge Handbook of Transportation
Dusan Teodorovic, 2015-08-20 The Routledge Handbook of Transportation offers a current and
comprehensive survey of transportation planning and engineering research. It provides a
step-by-step introduction to research related to traffic engineering and control, transportation
planning, and performance measurement and evaluation of transportation alternatives. The
Handbook of Transportation demonstrates models and methods for predicting travel and freight
demand, planning future transportation networks, and developing traffic control systems. Readers
will learn how to use various engineering concepts and approaches to make future transportation
safer, more efficient, and more sustainable. Edited by Dusan Teodorovi¢ and featuring 29 chapters
from more than 50 leading global experts, with more than 200 illustrations, the Routledge Handbook
of Transportation is designed as an invaluable resource for professionals and students in
transportation planning and engineering.

business site selection location analysis and gis: Regional Research Frontiers - Vol. 2
Randall Jackson, Peter Schaeffer, 2017-04-17 This is the second volume in a two-part series on
frontiers in regional research. It identifies methodological advances as well as trends and future
developments in regional systems modelling and open science. Building on recent methodological
and modelling advances, as well as on extensive policy-analysis experience, top international
regional scientists identify and evaluate emerging new conceptual and methodological trends and
directions in regional research. Topics such as dynamic interindustry modelling, computable general
equilibrium models, exploratory spatial data analysis, geographic information science, spatial
econometrics and other advanced methods are the central focus of this book. The volume provides
insights into the latest developments in object orientation, open source, and workflow systems, all in
support of open science. It will appeal to a wide readership, from regional scientists and economists
to geographers, quantitatively oriented regional planners and other related disciplines. It offers a
source of relevant information for academic researchers and policy analysts in government, and is
also suitable for advanced teaching courses on regional and spatial science, economics and political
science.

business site selection location analysis and gis: The Geography of Mobility, Wellbeing and
Development in China Wenjie Wu, Yiming Wang, 2020-02-25 Big data is increasingly regarded as a
new approach for understanding urban informatics and complex systems. Today, there is
unprecedented data availability, with detailed remote-sensed data on the built environment and rich
mineable web-based sources in the form of social media, web mapping, information services and
other sources of unstructured big data. This book brings together a group of international



contributors to consider the geographical implications of mobility, wellbeing and development within
and across Chinese cities through location-based big data perspectives. The degree of urban sprawl,
productive density and vibrancy can be reflected from location-based social media big data. The
challenge is to identify, map and model these relationships to develop cities at different places in the
urban hierarchical system that are more sustainable. This edited book aims to tackle these issues
through two inter-related geographical scales: inter-city level and intra-city level. The text is
designed for graduate courses in planning, geography, public policy and administration, and for
international researchers who are involved in urban and regional economics and economic

geography.
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