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Russian Orthodox Church History: A Journey Through Faith and Tradition

russian orthodox church history is a fascinating tale that intertwines religion, culture,
and politics over more than a millennium. Rooted deeply in Eastern Orthodox Christianity,
the Russian Orthodox Church has played a crucial role in shaping Russia’s spiritual and
national identity. From its beginnings in the medieval era to its resurgence in the modern
day, understanding this rich history sheds light on the enduring influence of Orthodoxy in
Russian society and beyond.

Origins of the Russian Orthodox Church

The origins of the Russian Orthodox Church are closely linked to the Christianization of
Kievan Rus’, a federation of East Slavic tribes that laid the foundation for modern Russia,
Ukraine, and Belarus. In 988 AD, Prince Vladimir the Great of Kiev adopted Eastern
Orthodox Christianity as the state religion, marking a pivotal moment in russian orthodox
church history. This decision was influenced by diplomatic and spiritual considerations, as
Vladimir sought to unify his people under one faith and align politically with the Byzantine
Empire.

The Baptism of Rus’ and Byzantine Influence

The baptism of Prince Vladimir and his subjects introduced Byzantine liturgical traditions,
religious art, and ecclesiastical organization to the region. The Russian Church adopted
the Byzantine rite, which shaped its worship practices, theology, and clerical hierarchy.
Icons, frescoes, and the construction of grand cathedrals like the Cathedral of St. Sophia
in Kiev became emblematic of this new religious culture.

Byzantine missionaries and clergy played a vital role in establishing churches, translating
religious texts into Old Church Slavonic, and educating the clergy. This cultural and
spiritual exchange set the stage for the Russian Orthodox Church's unique identity,
blending Byzantine heritage with Slavic customs.

Development During the Kievan Rus’ and Mongol
Periods

After the Christianization of Kievan Rus’, the Russian Orthodox Church grew in influence
and prestige. The Metropolitan of Kiev became a central figure not only in religious
matters but also in political affairs. However, the Mongol invasion in the 13th century
brought significant challenges.



The Mongol Yoke and Church Autonomy

Despite the devastation wrought by the Mongols, the Russian Orthodox Church managed
to survive and even gain a degree of autonomy. The Mongol rulers, known as the Golden
Horde, allowed the Church to continue its operations and often used it as a stabilizing
institution in their governance. This period saw the gradual transfer of the church’s center
from Kiev to Vladimir and eventually to Moscow.

The rise of Moscow as a political and religious hub was critical. The Moscow princes
positioned themselves as defenders of Orthodoxy and heirs to the legacy of Kievan Rus’.
This shift laid the groundwork for the Russian Orthodox Church to emerge as a powerful
institution independent of the Patriarchate of Constantinople.

The Rise of the Moscow Patriarchate and National
Church Identity

One of the most significant milestones in russian orthodox church history was the
establishment of the Moscow Patriarchate in 1589. Before this, the Russian Church was
under the jurisdiction of the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople. The creation of an
independent patriarchate solidified the church's national character and elevated Moscow’s
status as the "Third Rome," a concept that positioned Russia as the rightful successor to
Rome and Byzantium in spiritual authority.

Orthodoxy and the Russian State

Throughout the Tsardom of Russia and later the Russian Empire, the Orthodox Church
became closely intertwined with the state. Tsars were seen as God’s representatives on
earth, and Orthodoxy was considered the cornerstone of Russian identity. The church
influenced art, education, and law, becoming a dominant force in everyday life.

At the same time, the church faced internal reforms and challenges. The Nikonian reforms
in the mid-17th century aimed to standardize liturgical practices but led to a schism with
the Old Believers, a group resistant to changes. This division highlighted tensions between
tradition and reform that persisted in russian orthodox church history.

Challenges and Transformations in the Modern
Era

The 20th century was a tumultuous period for the Russian Orthodox Church, marked by
repression, survival, and revival.



Persecution Under Soviet Rule

Following the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917, the new Soviet government adopted a
staunchly atheist ideology, viewing the church as a threat to communist ideals. The
Russian Orthodox Church faced widespread persecution: churches were closed or
destroyed, clergy were imprisoned or executed, and religious practices were driven
underground.

Despite this, the church endured, maintaining a clandestine presence among believers.
Some clergy collaborated with the regime to preserve the church’s existence, a complex
and often controversial aspect of this period.

Revival After the Soviet Union

With the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, the Russian Orthodox Church experienced a
remarkable revival. Freed from persecution, it rapidly reopened churches and
monasteries, reclaimed property, and reestablished itself as a moral and cultural authority
in Russian society.

The post-Soviet era also saw the church engage actively in social issues, education, and
international Orthodox relations. Patriarchs like Alexy II and Kirill have emphasized the
church’s role in promoting traditional values and national unity.

Russian Orthodox Church Today: Tradition and
Modernity

Today, the Russian Orthodox Church is one of the largest Orthodox Christian bodies
worldwide, with millions of adherents not only in Russia but across Eastern Europe and
the diaspora. It continues to balance its ancient traditions with the challenges of modern
life.

Architecture and Cultural Heritage

The church’s iconic onion domes, bell towers, and richly decorated interiors remain a
testament to its artistic legacy. Restoration efforts have preserved many historic sites,
while new churches reflect ongoing vitality.

Global Influence and Ecumenical Relations

The Russian Orthodox Church actively participates in global Orthodox gatherings and
dialogues with other Christian denominations. Its influence extends beyond spiritual
matters, often intersecting with geopolitical considerations, especially within the post-



Soviet space.

Engagement with Contemporary Issues

Facing contemporary questions about secularism, morality, and social change, the church
offers guidance rooted in its centuries-old teachings. It also grapples with internal debates
around modernization and tradition, striving to remain relevant while honoring its
profound heritage.

Exploring russian orthodox church history reveals more than just a religious institution; it
uncovers a living tradition that has shaped and been shaped by the broader currents of
Russian and global history. This dynamic interplay continues to inspire believers and
historians alike, offering a window into the enduring power of faith and culture.

Frequently Asked Questions

When was the Russian Orthodox Church established?

The Russian Orthodox Church was established in 988 AD when Prince Vladimir the Great
of Kievan Rus converted to Christianity and adopted Byzantine Christianity as the state
religion.

What is the significance of the Baptism of Rus' in
Russian Orthodox Church history?

The Baptism of Rus' in 988 AD marked the formal Christianization of Kievan Rus, laying
the foundation for the Russian Orthodox Church and significantly influencing Russian
culture, art, and politics.

How did the Russian Orthodox Church gain
independence from the Patriarchate of Constantinople?

In 1589, the Russian Orthodox Church was granted autocephaly (independence) by the
Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, establishing the Moscow Patriarchate with its
own patriarch.

What role did the Russian Orthodox Church play during
the Mongol invasion?

During the Mongol invasion and subsequent rule, the Russian Orthodox Church became a
unifying force for the Russian people, preserving cultural identity and providing spiritual
leadership amid political turmoil.



How did the Russian Orthodox Church change during
the Soviet era?

During the Soviet era, the Russian Orthodox Church faced severe persecution, including
the closure of churches, execution of clergy, and suppression of religious activities, but it
continued to survive underground and regain prominence after the USSR's collapse.

Who was Patriarch Nikon and why is he significant in
Russian Orthodox history?

Patriarch Nikon (reigned 1652-1666) initiated major liturgical reforms to align Russian
practices with Greek Orthodox norms, which led to the Old Believers' schism, a major
religious split that affected the church for centuries.

What is the Old Believers' schism in the Russian
Orthodox Church?

The Old Believers' schism occurred in the mid-17th century when a group rejected
Patriarch Nikon's reforms, leading to a lasting division within Russian Orthodoxy between
the official church and the Old Believers.

How did the Russian Orthodox Church influence
Russian art and architecture?

The Russian Orthodox Church greatly influenced Russian art and architecture, inspiring
iconic onion-domed churches, religious iconography, frescoes, and liturgical music that
remain central to Russian cultural heritage.

What was the role of the Russian Orthodox Church in
the Russian Empire?

In the Russian Empire, the Orthodox Church was a state church closely tied to the Tsarist
regime, supporting autocracy and shaping social and political life through its moral
authority and extensive institutions.

How has the Russian Orthodox Church evolved since the
fall of the Soviet Union?

Since the fall of the Soviet Union, the Russian Orthodox Church has experienced a revival,
regaining property, rebuilding churches, expanding its influence in society, and playing an
active role in Russian national identity and politics.

Additional Resources
Russian Orthodox Church History: A Journey Through Faith, Culture, and Power



russian orthodox church history traces a remarkable narrative that intertwines
religious faith, national identity, and political influence. As one of the oldest and most
resilient Christian institutions, the Russian Orthodox Church has played a pivotal role in
shaping not only the spiritual landscape of Russia but also its cultural heritage and
geopolitical stance. This article embarks on an analytical exploration of the church’s
evolution, key historical milestones, and its enduring impact on Russian society.

Origins and Early Development

The origins of the Russian Orthodox Church are deeply rooted in the Christianization of
Kievan Rus’, a medieval East Slavic state that emerged in the late 9th century. The formal
introduction of Orthodox Christianity in 988 AD under Prince Vladimir the Great marked a
watershed moment. Vladimir’s decision to adopt Byzantine Christianity, rather than
Western Latin Christianity, established the foundation for the Russian Orthodox tradition.
This alignment with the Byzantine Empire brought not only religious beliefs but also
Byzantine liturgy, art, and ecclesiastical governance structures.

Over the next centuries, the church grew as a unifying spiritual force amid the fragmented
political landscape of Rus’ principalities. The establishment of the Metropolitanate of Kiev
signified early institutional consolidation. However, following the Mongol invasion in the
13th century, the church’s leadership gradually shifted northward towards Moscow, which
rose as the new political and spiritual center.

The Significance of Byzantine Influence

Byzantine Christianity left an indelible mark on the Russian Orthodox Church. Its use of
the Cyrillic alphabet, iconography, and the Orthodox liturgical calendar distinguished
Russian religious practice from that of Western Europe. The church’s hierarchical
structure, featuring patriarchs, bishops, and monastic orders, mirrored Byzantine
ecclesiastical models, reinforcing a sense of continuity and legitimacy.

The Moscow Patriarchate and the Rise of Russian
Orthodoxy

The 15th and 16th centuries witnessed transformative developments in the Russian
Orthodox Church’s institutional stature. The fall of Constantinople in 1453 placed Moscow
in a unique position as the “Third Rome,” a concept that underscored Moscow’s claim as
the rightful successor to the spiritual authority of Byzantium. This notion fostered a
burgeoning nationalistic pride intertwined with religious identity.

In 1589, the establishment of the Moscow Patriarchate formalized the church’s
independence from the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople. This moment was crucial
for the Russian Orthodox Church, as it allowed the institution to exercise greater
autonomy in governance, doctrine, and relations with the state.



Interplay Between the Church and the Tsardom

Throughout the Tsardom of Russia, the church maintained a symbiotic relationship with
the monarchy. The Russian Orthodox Church not only legitimized the divine right of the
tsars but also served as a moral and ideological backbone for the autocracy. This alliance
was reflected in various facets:

e Coronation Rituals: The church conducted elaborate ceremonies that sanctified the
tsar’s rule.

¢ Legislative Influence: Church canons often influenced civil law, reflecting the deep
integration of religious norms in governance.

¢ Educational Role: Monastic schools and seminaries were centers of learning that
educated both clergy and nobility.

However, this close relationship also meant that the church’s fortunes were heavily
dependent on the political climate. Reforms and power struggles within the state often
reverberated within ecclesiastical circles.

Challenges and Reforms: The Church in the
Modern Era

The Russian Orthodox Church’s history in the 17th to 19th centuries is characterized by
periods of reform, schism, and adaptation. The mid-17th century witnessed the Raskol, a
major schism sparked by Patriarch Nikon’s liturgical reforms aiming to align Russian
practices more closely with Greek Orthodox traditions. This led to the emergence of the
Old Believers, who opposed the changes and faced severe persecution. The Raskol
highlighted the tensions between tradition and reform within the church and underscored
its role in Russian society as a custodian of identity.

During the Imperial period, the church expanded its influence through missionary activity,
particularly in Siberia and the Far East, and reinforced its ties with the state under the
Romanov dynasty. However, the church also faced criticism for conservatism and its
complicity with autocratic rule, especially as revolutionary ideas spread in the 19th
century.

Impact of Soviet Rule on the Russian Orthodox Church

The Bolshevik Revolution of 1917 ushered in one of the most tumultuous chapters for the
Russian Orthodox Church. The Soviet regime’s official atheism aimed to diminish the
church’s influence through confiscation of property, persecution of clergy, and
suppression of religious activities. Many churches were destroyed or repurposed, and



religious expression was driven underground.

Despite this, the church survived, often adapting through compromise and resilience. The
Soviet government occasionally leveraged the church for patriotic purposes during World
War II, allowing a limited revival in exchange for loyalty. This complex relationship
defined much of the 20th-century dynamic between religion and state in Russia.

Post-Soviet Revival and Contemporary Role

With the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, the Russian Orthodox Church experienced a
significant resurgence. Freed from state-imposed atheism, the church rapidly reclaimed
its place in public life, restoring churches, reviving religious education, and expanding
social services.

The contemporary Russian Orthodox Church holds considerable influence in cultural and
political realms. It has been instrumental in shaping national identity narratives and often
collaborates closely with the Russian government. This partnership has sparked debates
over the church’s role in secular governance and issues related to religious freedom and
pluralism.

Modern Challenges and Global Presence

Today, the Russian Orthodox Church faces multifaceted challenges:

e Secularization: Like many religious institutions globally, it contends with declining
religious participation among younger generations.

¢ Ecclesiastical Disputes: Conflicts such as the 2018 schism with the Ecumenical
Patriarchate of Constantinople over Ukrainian church independence have tested its
unity and influence.

¢ Global Diaspora: The church supports millions of faithful worldwide, adapting to
diverse cultural contexts while preserving Orthodox traditions.

These dynamics underscore the church’s ongoing evolution as both a spiritual institution
and a socio-political actor.

The history of the Russian Orthodox Church is a testament to endurance and
transformation, reflecting broader trends in Russian society and global Orthodoxy. Its
narrative continues to unfold, shaped by tradition and modern exigencies alike.
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russian orthodox church history: Cross and Kremlin Thomas Bremer, 2013-10-17 Russian
political history and Russian church history are tied together very tightly. One cannot properly
understand the overall history of Russia without considering the role of the Orthodox Church in
Russia. Cross and Kremlin uniquely surveys both the history and the contemporary situation of the
Russian Orthodox Church. The first chapter gives a concise chronology from the tenth century
through the present day. The following chapters highlight several important issues and aspects of
Russian Orthodoxy -- church-state relations, theology, ecclesiastical structure, monasticism,
spirituality, the relation of Russian Orthodoxy to the West, dissidence as a frequent phenomenon in
Russian church history, and more.

russian orthodox church history: The Russian Orthodox Church Jane Ellis, 1988

russian orthodox church history: A Long Walk To Church Nathaniel Davis, 2018-10-08
Making use of the formerly secret archives of the Soviet government, interviews, and first-hand
personal experiences, Nathaniel Davis describes how the Russian Orthodox Church hung on the
brink of institutional extinction twice in the past sixty-five years. In 1939, only a few score widely
scattered priests were still functioning openly. Ironically, Hitler's invasion and Stalin's reaction to it
rescued the church -- and parishes reopened, new clergy and bishops were consecrated, a patriarch
was elected, and seminaries and convents were reinstituted. However, after Stalin's death,
Khrushchev resumed the onslaught against religion. Davis reveals that the erosion of church
strength between 1948 and 1988 was greater than previously known and it was none too soon when
the Soviet government changed policy in anticipation of the millennium of Russia's conversion to
Christianity. More recently, the collapse of communism has created a mixture of dizzying
opportunity and daunting trouble for Russian Orthodoxy. The newly revised and updated edition
addresses the tumultuous events of recent years, including schisms in Ukraine, Estonia, and
Moldova, and confrontations between church traditionalists, conservatives and reformers. The
author also covers battles against Greek-Catholics, Roman Catholics, Protestant evangelists, and
pagans in the south and east, the canonization of the last Czar, the church's financial crisis, and hard
data on the slowing Russian orthodox recovery and growth. Institutional rebuilding and moral
leadership now beckon between promise and possibility.

russian orthodox church history: The Orthodox Church in the History of Russia Dimitry
Pospielovsky, 1998-01-01 A panoramic view of one of the largest, most controversial, spiritually
profound and deeply suffering of all Christian churches. The author begins with the legalization of
Christianity by Constantine the Great, and the subsequent chapters lead the reader to the calamities
of the 20th century under communism. The book ends with a brief survey of the post-Communist era.

russian orthodox church history: The Russian Orthodox Church, 1917-1948 Daniela
Kalkandjieva, 2014-11-20 This book tells the remarkable story of the decline and revival of the
Russian Orthodox Church in the first half of the twentieth century and the astonishing U-turn in the
attitude of the Soviet Union’s leaders towards the church. In the years after 1917 the Bolsheviks’
anti-religious policies, the loss of the former western territories of the Russian Empire, and the
Soviet Union'’s isolation from the rest of the world and the consequent separation of Russian emigrés
from the church were disastrous for the church, which declined very significantly in the 1920s and
1930s. However, when Poland was partitioned in 1939 between Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union,
Stalin allowed the Patriarch of Moscow, Sergei, jurisdiction over orthodox congregations in the
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conquered territories and went on, later, to encourage the church to promote patriotic activities as
part of the resistance to the Nazi invasion. He agreed a Concordat with the church in 1943, and
continued to encourage the church, especially its claims to jurisdiction over émigré Russian
orthodox churches, in the immediate postwar period. Based on extensive original research, the book
puts forward a great deal of new information and overturns established thinking on many key points.

russian orthodox church history: The Russian Orthodox Church Outside Russia Alexey Young,
Karl Pruter, 1993-01-01

russian orthodox church history: A Concise History of the Russian Orthodox Church Neil
Kent, 2021 Orthodox Christianity is one of the world's major religions, and the Russian Orthodox
Church is by far its largest denomination. Few know its history and spiritual richness, however. Neil
Kent's comprehensive new book fills that gap. The Russian Orthodox Church's Eastern roots,
including its dogma, canons, and practices, are explored, along with the political and military
contexts in which it carried out its mission over the centuries. Hemmed in between the Catholic
powers of pre-Reformation Europe in the West, the Mongol steppe empires to the East, and the
Islamic civilizations to the South, Russia and its Church found themselves in a difficult position
during the Middle Ages--

russian orthodox church history: Biblical Interpretation in the Russian Orthodox
Church Alexander 1. Negrov, 2008 Alexander Negrov surveys the history of biblical interpretation
within the history of the Russian Orthodox church from the Kiev period (tenth to thirteenth
centuries) until the Synodal period (1721-1917). He presents a coherent analysis of the essential
elements of Orthodox biblical hermeneutics as it developed over a period of several centuries critical
to the defining of the Orthodox church.--BOOK JACKET.

russian orthodox church history: Historical Dictionary of the Russian Federation Robert A.
Saunders, 2019-09-20 Straddling Europe and Asia, the Russian Federation is the largest country in
the world and home to a panoply of religious and ethnic groups from the Muslim Tatars to the
Buddhist Buryats. Over the past 40 years, Russia has experienced the most dramatic transformation
of any modern state. The second edition of Historical Dictionary of the Russian Federation provides
insight into this rapidly developing country. This volume includes coverage of pivotal movements,
events, and persons in the late Soviet Union (1985-1991) and contemporary Russia (1991-present),
This second edition of Historical Dictionary of the Russian Federation contains a chronology, an
introduction, and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has over 700 cross-referenced
entries on important personalities, politics, economy, foreign relations, religion, and culture. This
book is an excellent resource for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about
Russia.

russian orthodox church history: The Russian Orthodox Church, 1917-1948 Daniela
Kalkandjieva, 2014-11-20 This book tells the remarkable story of the decline and revival of the
Russian Orthodox Church in the first half of the twentieth century and the astonishing U-turn in the
attitude of the Soviet Union’s leaders towards the church. In the years after 1917 the Bolsheviks’
anti-religious policies, the loss of the former western territories of the Russian Empire, and the
Soviet Union'’s isolation from the rest of the world and the consequent separation of Russian emigrés
from the church were disastrous for the church, which declined very significantly in the 1920s and
1930s. However, when Poland was partitioned in 1939 between Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union,
Stalin allowed the Patriarch of Moscow, Sergei, jurisdiction over orthodox congregations in the
conquered territories and went on, later, to encourage the church to promote patriotic activities as
part of the resistance to the Nazi invasion. He agreed a Concordat with the church in 1943, and
continued to encourage the church, especially its claims to jurisdiction over émigré Russian
orthodox churches, in the immediate postwar period. Based on extensive original research, the book
puts forward a great deal of new information and overturns established thinking on many key points.

russian orthodox church history: The Legacy of History in Russia and the New States of
Eurasia Vladimir Shlapentokh, 2001 Shlapentokh undertakes a dispassionate analysis of the
ordinary functioning of the Soviet system from Stalin's death through the Soviet collapse and



Russia's first post-communist decade. Without overlooking its repressive character, he treats the
USSR as a normal system that employed both socialist and nationalist ideologies for the purposes of
technological and military modernization, preservation of empire, and expansion of its geopolitical
power. Foregoing the projection of Western norms and assumptions, he seeks to achieve a clearer
understanding of a civilization that has perplexed its critics and its champions alike.

russian orthodox church history: Church History, Volume Two: From Pre-Reformation
to the Present Day John D. Woodbridge, Frank A. James III, 2013-08-08 Church History, Volume
Two chronicles the events, the triumphs, and the struggles of the Christian movement from the years
leading up to the Reformation through the next five centuries to the present-day. Looking closely at
the integral link between the history of the world and that of the church, Church History paints a
portrait of God's people within the context of the times, cultures, and developments that both
influenced and were influenced by the church. FEATURES: Maps, charts, and illustrations spanning
the time from the thirteenth century to today. Explanations of all the major denominational
movements, traditions, and schisms during and after the Reformation. Overviews of the Christian
movement in Africa, eastern Europe, Asia, and Latin America to cover the scope of the ecumenical
environment of the twenty-first century. Insights into the role and influence of politics, culture and
societal norms, and technology on the Western church. Unbiased details on the major theological
controversies and issues of each period. AUTHORS' PERSPECTIVE: Authors John D. Woodbridge
and Frank A. James III wrote this history of the church from the perspective that such a history is
the story of the greatest movement and community the world has known—as imperfect as it still is.
It's a human story of a divinely called people who want to live by a divine revelation. It's a story of
how they succeeded and how they failed and of how they are still trying to live out their calling.
From the Reformation theologians in Europe to the revivalists, apologists, and Christian thinkers all
over the world, the historical figures detailed are people who have struggled with the meaning of the
greatest event in history—the coming of the Son of God—and with their role in that event and in the
lives of God's people.

russian orthodox church history: The Post-Soviet Russian Orthodox Church Katja
Richters, 2012-08-21 In recent years, the Russian Orthodox Church has become a more prominent
part of post-Soviet Russia. A number of assumptions exist regarding the Church’s relationship with
the Russian state: that the Church has always been dominated by Russia’s secular elites; that the
clerics have not sufficiently fought this domination and occasionally failed to act in the Church’s best
interest; and that the Church was turned into a Soviet institution during the twentieth century. This
book challenges these assumptions. It demonstrates that church-state relations in post-communist
Russia can be seen in a much more differentiated way, and that the church is not subservient, very
much having its own agenda. Yet at the same time it is sharing the state’s, and Russian society’s
nationalist vision. The book analyses the Russian Orthodox Church’s political culture, focusing on
the Putin and Medvedev eras from 2000. It examines the upper echelons of the Moscow Patriarchate
in relation to the governing elite and to Russian public opinion, explores the role of the church in the
formation of state religious policy, and the church’s role within the Russian military. It discusses
how the Moscow Patriarchate is asserting itself in former Soviet republics outside Russia, especially
in Estonia, Ukraine and Belarus. It concludes by re-emphasising that, although the church often
mirrors the Kremlin’s political preferences, it most definitely acts independently.

russian orthodox church history: Chronological and Background Charts of Church History
Robert C. Walton, 2018-06-26 See how the rich tapestry of nearly 2,000 years of church history
unfolded. Packed with teaching and learning tools, from charts and timelines, to maps and visual
guides, Chronological and Background Charts of Church History will help you quickly grasp the
historic foundation on which contemporary Christianity rests. This revised and expanded edition
contains 126 charts (43 of which are new) that cover: The history of the ancient church The
medieval church The Reformation The modern European church The American church and more The
accessible visual presentation is perfect for enhancing every type of teaching and learning situation
and style, including homeschooling curricula and tutoring, church classes and Sunday school.



ZondervanCharts are ready references for those who need the essential information at their
fingertips. Accessible and highly useful, the books in this library offer clear organization and
thorough summaries of issues, subjects, and topics that are key for Christian students and learners.
The visuals and captions will cater to any teaching methodology, style, or program.

russian orthodox church history: Russian Orthodoxy on the Eve of Revolution Vera
Shevzov, 2004 Explores sacred community, and how it functioned (or sometimes did not) in Russian
Orthodoxy before the fateful historic events of the 1917 Russian Revolution.

russian orthodox church history: Examining the Relationship Between the Russian Orthodox
Church and Secular Authorities in the 19th and 20th Centuries Ershov, Bogdan, Ashmarov, Igor,
2022-06-10 In modern Russia, the question is raised about the revival of the spirituality of the
population, which increases interest in studying the history of the church. In the pre-revolutionary
period, the Orthodox Church in the Russian Empire had a significant impact on the formation of
national culture and statehood. Actively cooperating with the state, the Orthodox Church has
accumulated vast experience in the field of education, missionary work, and charity. This experience
in today’s Russia can be used to solve the most important tasks in the moral education of young
people who will contribute to the future of Russia. Examining the Relationship Between the Russian
Orthodox Church and Secular Authorities in the 19th and 20th Centuries focuses on the system of
spiritual education, the social and psychological characteristics of the clergy of the Russian
Orthodox Church, and the tradition of Orthodox pilgrimage. It explores the key areas of charitable
and educational activities of the Orthodox Church during the period of religious transformation in
the 19th and 20th centuries. Covering topics such as missionary activity, secular authority, and
church land tenure, this premier reference source is a dynamic resource for historians,
anthropologists, sociologists, researchers in politics and religion, librarians, students and faculty of
higher education, and academicians.

russian orthodox church history: The Orthodox Church and Civil Society in Russia
Wallace L. Daniel, 2006-08-09 In the void left by the fall of Communism in Russia during the late
twentieth century, can that country establish a true civil society? Many scholars have analyzed the
political landscape to answer this question, but in The Orthodox Church and Civil Society in Russia,
Wallace L. Daniel offers a unique perspective: within the church are individuals who hold the values
and institutional models that can be vital in determining the direction of Russia in the twenty-first
century. Daniel tells the stories of a teacher and controversial parish priest, the leader of Russia’s
most famous women’s monastery, a newspaper editor, and a parish priest at Moscow University to
explore thoroughly and with a human voice the transformation from Communist country to a new
social order. Daniel explores specific religious communities and the way they operate, their efforts
to rebuild parish life, and the individuals who have devoted themselves to such goals. This is the
level, Daniel shows, at which the reconstruction of Russia and the revitalization of Russian society is
taking place. This book is written for general readers interested in the intersection between politics,
religion, and society, as well as for scholars.

russian orthodox church history: Encyclopedia of Monasticism William M. Johnston,
2013-12-04 The two-volume Encyclopedia of Monasticism describes the monastic traditions of both
Christianity and Buddhism with more than 600 entries on important monastic figures of all periods
and places, surveys of countries and localities, and topical essays covering a wide range of issues
(e.g., art, behavior, economics, liturgy, politics, theology, and scholarship). Coverage encompasses
not only geography and history worldwide but also the contemporary dilemmas of monastic life.
Recent upheavals in certain countries are highlighted (Korea, Russia, Sri Lanka, etc.). Topical essays
subtitled Christian Perspectives and Buddhist Perspectives explore in imaginative fashion
comparisons and contrasts between Christian and Buddhist monasticism. Encyclopedia of
Monasticism also includes more than 500 color and black and white illustrations covering all aspects
of monastic life, art, and architecture.

russian orthodox church history: The Orthodox Church Thomas E. FitzGerald, 1998-09-30
The first comprehensive introduction to the Orthodox Church in the United States from 1794 to the



present, this text offers a succinct overview of the Church's distinctive history and its particular
perspectives on the Christian faith. FitzGerald examines the relationship between the Orthodox
Church and other Christian churches in the U.S., as well as the contributions the Orthodox Church
has made to the ecumenical movement. This student edition, ideal for classes in American Religion,
Denominational History, and American social and cultural history, includes a bibliographic essay
intended as a guide for further investigation into aspects of Orthodox Christianity.

russian orthodox church history: Global Tensions in the Russian Orthodox Diaspora
Robert Collins, 2022-12-30 This book explores the tensions that have arisen in the diaspora as a
result of large numbers of Russian migrants entering established overseas parishes following the
collapse of the Soviet Union. These tensions, made more fervent by the increasing role of the Church
as part of the expression of Russian identity and by the Church’s entry into the global ‘culture wars’,
carry with them alternative views of a range of key issues - cosmopolitanism versus reservation,
liberalism versus conservatism and ecumenism versus dogmatism. The book focuses on particular
disputes, discusses the broader debates and examines the wider context of how the Russian
Orthodox Church is evolving overall.
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