letters to a diminished church

**Letters to a Diminished Church: Encouragement and Reflection for Troubled Faith Communities**

letters to a diminished church evoke a powerful image—communities of faith facing challenges,
loss, or decline, yet still holding onto hope. Throughout history, churches have encountered seasons
of hardship, whether through persecution, internal strife, or cultural shifts. The concept of writing
letters to such a diminished church isn’t new; one only needs to look back at the Biblical epistles to
the seven churches in Revelation, where encouragement, correction, and hope were conveyed to
struggling congregations. Today, reflecting on letters to a diminished church offers timeless wisdom
for modern faith communities navigating their own trials.

The Historical Context of Letters to a Diminished
Church

Letters or epistles have always been a significant method of communication within Christian
tradition. When churches experienced spiritual dryness, external pressures, or dwindling numbers,
leaders and apostles often penned letters to address these issues directly.

Lessons from the Early Church Letters

The New Testament provides several examples, notably the letters of Paul and the messages to the
seven churches in Revelation chapters 2 and 3. These letters addressed churches that were:

- Facing persecution and social rejection

- Struggling with doctrinal confusion or false teachings
- Experiencing moral decay or complacency

- Suffering from internal divisions and lack of unity

Each letter was tailored to the specific needs of its community, offering both encouragement and
correction. This personalized approach is crucial when writing or reflecting on letters to a
diminished church today.

Understanding the Challenges of a Diminished Church

When a church is described as diminished, it often means more than just a reduction in attendance.
It can signify spiritual fatigue, loss of vision, or a community grappling with doubt and
discouragement.



Common Causes of Decline

Understanding why a church becomes diminished helps in crafting meaningful letters or messages
of hope. Some common factors include:

- Cultural shifts that make traditional faith expressions less relevant

- Generational gaps leading to disengagement

- Leadership crises or lack of strong pastoral guidance

- Financial difficulties impacting ministry and outreach

- Failure to adapt to changing community needs without compromising core beliefs

Acknowledging these causes with empathy is essential when reaching out to a diminished church.

The Emotional and Spiritual Impact

Members of a diminished church often feel isolated, questioning their faith or the purpose of their
community. Letters to a diminished church must recognize these emotional realities, affirming that
their struggles are seen and understood. Encouragement should come with validation rather than
mere platitudes.

Crafting Letters to a Diminished Church: Key Elements

Whether writing an actual letter, a sermon, or a reflective piece for a diminished church, several
elements can make the communication impactful.

1. Acknowledge the Reality

Start by honestly acknowledging the challenges. Pretending everything is perfect can alienate
readers. Recognizing the pain and difficulty builds trust and opens hearts to receive encouragement.

2. Offer Hope Rooted in Scripture

Biblical themes of restoration, perseverance, and God's faithfulness are vital. Passages like Isaiah
40:31 ("but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength") or Revelation 21:5 ("Behold, I am
making all things new") remind diminished churches of God’s ongoing work.

3. Encourage Repentance and Renewal

Sometimes, diminished status results from drifting away from core values or mission. Letters that
gently call for self-examination and repentance, balanced with assurance of forgiveness, can inspire



renewal.

4. Celebrate Small Victories

In difficult seasons, it’s important to highlight even small signs of faithfulness or progress. This can
be as simple as faithful attendance, acts of kindness, or persistent prayer.

Practical Tips for Supporting a Diminished Church

Beyond letters, communities and leaders can adopt strategies that breathe new life into a diminished
church setting.

Foster Open Communication

Encourage honest conversations where members can share fears, hopes, and ideas without
judgment. This builds unity and mutual support.

Revisit the Church’s Mission and Vision

Clarifying or renewing the church’s purpose helps reorient focus and energize members. Sometimes,
a diminished church needs to rediscover its core calling.

Invest in Leadership Development

Strong, compassionate leadership is crucial. Providing training, mentorship, and support to pastors
and lay leaders can make a significant difference.

Engage with the Wider Community

Outreach and service projects not only benefit those outside the church but also reinvigorate
members by connecting faith with action.

The Role of Faith and Perseverance in a Diminished
Church

Faith communities are often tested during their lowest points. Letters to a diminished church remind



us of the importance of perseverance and trust in God’s timing.

Stories of Renewal

History is full of churches that have experienced decline only to rise again stronger and more
vibrant. These stories serve as encouragement and proof that no church is beyond hope.

Maintaining a Spirit of Prayer

Prayer is the lifeblood of any spiritual renewal effort. Encouraging a consistent, heartfelt prayer life
within the church community connects members to God and each other in profound ways.

Modern Applications of Letters to a Diminished Church

In our digital age, letters might take various forms—from blog posts and emails to podcasts and
video messages. The principles remain the same, but the methods have expanded.

Using Technology to Encourage

Social media and online platforms can extend the reach of encouraging messages to diminished
churches, offering daily inspiration and a sense of connection.

Community Building through Virtual Groups

Especially in times when physical meetings are challenging, virtual small groups or prayer meetings
can sustain community and faith.

Reflecting on the Power of Letters to a Diminished
Church

Ultimately, letters to a diminished church are about hope, honesty, and the enduring love of God.
They remind us that even in seasons of decline, faith communities are never abandoned. Through
honest reflection, encouragement, and practical support, diminished churches can find renewed
strength and purpose.

Whether you are a pastor, leader, or member of a struggling congregation, embracing the spirit of
these letters can spark transformation. It’s a journey of acknowledging hardship, leaning on God’s
promises, and pressing forward together—proof that no church is truly diminished when hope



remains alive.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Letters to a Diminished Church'?

'Letters to a Diminished Church' by Peter J. Leithart explores the challenges facing the
contemporary church, emphasizing the need for faithful witness and perseverance amid cultural
decline and internal struggles.

Who is the author of 'Letters to a Diminished Church' and
what is his background?

The author, Peter J. Leithart, is a theologian, pastor, and author known for his work in Reformed
theology and biblical studies, often addressing issues related to the church and culture.

How does 'Letters to a Diminished Church' address the issue
of church decline?

Leithart addresses church decline by urging believers to remain steadfast in their faith, embrace
their identity as a distinct community, and engage the culture with biblical truth rather than
conforming to societal pressures.

What is the intended audience for 'Letters to a Diminished
Church'?

The book is primarily aimed at pastors, church leaders, and committed Christians who are
concerned about the diminishing influence and size of the church in modern society.

Does 'Letters to a Diminished Church' offer practical advice
for church revitalization?

Yes, the book offers both theological reflections and practical counsel for nurturing faithful
communities, encouraging spiritual formation, and fostering resilience within diminished churches.

How is 'Letters to a Diminished Church' relevant to
contemporary Christian communities?

It is relevant because it speaks directly to the struggles of many modern churches facing cultural
marginalization, providing encouragement and a call to authentic discipleship in a challenging era.



Additional Resources

Letters to a Diminished Church: An Analytical Review of Themes and Impact

letters to a diminished church represent a profound genre of communication and reflection
within religious and cultural discourse. These letters—whether penned historically or in
contemporary settings—address communities experiencing decline, loss, or transformation. Often,
they serve as both a lament and a call to renewal, offering insight into the challenges faced by
churches in shifting societal landscapes. This article explores the concept of letters to a diminished
church, examining their thematic elements, historical contexts, and ongoing relevance. Through a
professional lens, it investigates how these letters function as instruments of critique,
encouragement, and theological reflection.

Understanding the Concept of Letters to a Diminished
Church

In religious and sociocultural terms, a “diminished church” refers to a congregation or denomination
that has experienced significant reduction in membership, influence, or vitality. This phenomenon
can result from demographic shifts, secularization, internal conflict, or broader cultural changes.
Letters addressed to such churches typically emerge either from leaders within the community or
external observers who seek to diagnose and remedy decline.

The genre is characterized by a blend of pastoral concern, theological analysis, and often prophetic
urgency. Rather than mere documentation of decline, these letters aim to mobilize, inspire
reflection, and propose pathways toward renewal. They hold a mirror to the church’s current state,
asking difficult questions about identity, mission, and adaptability.

Historical Context and Examples

Historically, the notion of letters to diminished or struggling churches is not new. Early Christian
writings, such as the Apostle Paul’s epistles, frequently addressed communities facing persecution,
doctrinal confusion, or moral lapses. For example, the letters to the seven churches in the Book of
Revelation offer vivid portrayals of spiritual decline and exhortations to repentance.

In more recent history, the 20th and 21st centuries have seen a surge in such writings as churches
in Western societies grapple with declining attendance and cultural marginalization. Influential
theologians and church leaders have authored letters, essays, and manifestos aimed at diagnosing
causes of decline and envisioning renewal strategies. These communications often address issues
such as secularism, consumerism, and the loss of communal identity.

Thematic Elements in Letters to a Diminished Church

One of the defining features of these letters is their thematic richness. They typically engage with
several interconnected themes that illuminate the multifaceted nature of church diminution.



Identity and Purpose

A common thread involves questions of identity. Letters to a diminished church frequently challenge
congregations to reconsider their foundational beliefs and mission. What does it mean to be the
church in a changing world? How can the church maintain its relevance without compromising core
values? These letters push communities to rediscover or reaffirm their raison d’étre.

Repentance and Renewal

Another recurrent theme is the call to repentance—both spiritual and institutional. Many letters
identify specific failings, such as complacency, moral laxity, or resistance to change. At the same
time, they offer hope, emphasizing God’s grace and the potential for renewal through genuine
transformation.

Community and Engagement

Letters to a diminished church also highlight the importance of authentic community life and
outreach. They often critique isolation or inward focus, advocating for deeper engagement with
broader society. This theme intersects with contemporary discussions about social justice, interfaith
dialogue, and cultural participation.

Leadership and Accountability

Effective leadership and accountability structures are commonly addressed. Letters may call for
transparency, humility, and servant leadership as antidotes to decline. They emphasize that
leadership cannot be detached from the community’s spiritual health.

Modern Relevance and Impact

In today's rapidly changing religious landscape, letters to a diminished church continue to hold
significant relevance. The decline of traditional religious institutions in many regions has prompted
renewed interest in such writings as tools for reflection and action.

Digital Age and Communication

The digital revolution has transformed how these letters are composed and disseminated. Today,
letters to diminished churches may take the form of blogs, social media posts, or online manifestos,
expanding their reach and influence. This democratization of communication enables broader
participation but also introduces challenges regarding depth and authenticity.



Comparative Perspectives

Comparing letters across different denominations and cultural contexts reveals varying approaches
to addressing church decline. For instance, letters in evangelical circles might emphasize revival
and personal conversion, while those in mainline traditions could focus on institutional reform and
social justice. Understanding these nuances enriches the discourse and highlights the diversity
within the concept of a diminished church.

Pros and Cons of Utilizing Letters as a Medium for
Addressing Church Decline

While letters to a diminished church offer unique advantages, they also come with limitations.

¢ Pros:

[¢]

Provide a personal and direct mode of communication that can inspire individual and
communal reflection.

[¢]

Serve as historical documents capturing the challenges and hopes of particular
moments.

[¢]

Encourage accountability and transparency within church leadership and membership.

[¢]

Offer a platform for theological and practical discourse that can guide renewal efforts.

¢ Cons:

o May be ignored or dismissed if perceived as overly critical or out of touch with
congregational realities.

o Risk becoming repetitive or formulaic if not grounded in genuine engagement.
o Potentially limited in reach if confined to traditional print or closed circles.

o Can sometimes oversimplify complex issues of decline by focusing on moral or spiritual
failings alone.



Features That Enhance Effectiveness

For letters to a diminished church to be impactful, certain features are essential:

1. Authenticity: Genuine concern and humility resonate more deeply than accusatory tones.

2. Contextual Awareness: Understanding the unique challenges faced by the church in its
specific environment.

3. Constructive Proposals: Offering actionable steps rather than only critique.

4. Inclusive Language: Engaging all members of the church community in dialogue.

The Future of Letters to a Diminished Church

As churches continue to navigate complex cultural and spiritual terrain, the role of letters to a
diminished church evolves. They are increasingly integrated into multimedia formats, and their
messages often transcend denominational boundaries. This evolution reflects a broader trend toward
interconnectivity and global awareness.

Moreover, the rise of lay leadership and grassroots movements within churches suggests that letters
may become more collaborative, reflecting a diversity of voices rather than singular authoritative
perspectives. This democratization could enhance their relevance and effectiveness in fostering
renewal.

In summary, letters to a diminished church remain a vital form of dialogue and reflection. They
encapsulate the tensions between decline and hope, critique and encouragement, tradition and
innovation. As such, they continue to offer valuable insights for anyone invested in the future of faith
communities worldwide.

Letters To A Diminished Church
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letters to a diminished church: Letters to a Diminished Church Dorothy L. Sayers,
2023-08-22 What must a person believe to be a Christian? In this collection of 16 essays, famed
author Dorothy L. Sayers discusses why the church desperately needs to refocus on doctrine, as
doctrine impacts all of life. In her dynamic and sharp writings, Dorothy L. Sayers turned the popular
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perception of Christianity on its head. She argues that the essence of Christianity is in the character
of Christ—energetic, dramatic, and utterly alive. This collection of sixteen brilliant essays reveals
Sayers, at her best—a powerful view of Christianity as startling and relevant as it was 50 years ago.
An outspoken defender of Christian orthodoxy, Dorothy L. Sayers discusses Christian theology with
brilliance and wit. A British scholar, author, and staunch Christian, Sayers brings theology vividly to
life by showing how the Bible, history, literature, and modern science fit together to make religion
not only possible but necessary in our time. Each essay is a concise, perceptive examination of the
topic at hand. The book: Includes sixteen essays on a variety of topics addressing core beliefs, the
image of God, the problem of sin and evil, and more Presents age-old doctrines without prettying
them up or watering them down Provides insights into the social and spiritual forces that affect the
modern-day cultural shift away from Christ Whether you are reading the great works of Western
literature, thinking about your place in God's universe, or simply dealing with the thousand-and-one
problems of daily living, this powerful book has words of both challenge and comfort for you. The
devil should stand alert, for Sayers is one of his foremost adversaries.

letters to a diminished church: One Thousand Gifts Ann Voskamp, 2011-01-04 More than 1.5
million copies sold! What if you discovered that the life you already have is the life you've always
wanted? What if joy and gratefulness is possible right where you are??New York Times?bestselling
author Ann Voskamp invites you to embrace everyday blessings and embark on the transformative
journey of thankfulness and chronicling God's gifts. How can you find joy in the midst of deadlines,
debt, drama, and even the death of loved ones? What does the Christ-life really look like when your
days are gritty, long, and sometimes even dark? How is God even here? “It is in the dark that God is
passing by . . . our lives shake not because God has abandoned but the exact opposite. God is
passing by. God is in the tremors. Dark is the holiest ground, the glory passing by. In the blackest,
God is closest, at work, forging His perfect and right will. Though it is black and we can’t see and
our world seems to be free-falling and we feel utterly alone, Christ is most present to us...” In One
Thousand Gifts, Ann Voskamp invites you to discover a way of seeing that opens your eyes to
ordinary amazing grace, a way of living that is fully alive, and a way of becoming present to God that
brings deep and lasting joy. It's only in the expression of gratitude for the life we already have, we
discover the life we've always wanted . . . a life we can take, give thanks for, and break for others.
Come to feel and know the impossible right down in your bones: you are wildly loved by God. As Ann
invites you into her own beautiful, heart-aching moments of amazing grace, she gently teaches you
how to: Biblically lament loss and turn pain into poetry Intentionally embrace a lifestyle of radical
gratitude Slow down and catch God in the moment Not a book merely to read, One Thousand Gifts is
an invitation to engage with truths that will serve up the depths of God’s joy and transform your life
forever. Leave pride, fear, and control behind, and abandon yourself to the God who overflows your
cup.

letters to a diminished church: Worlds of Common Prayer Chene Heady, 2019-06-24 Worlds
of Common Prayer explores book-length poems based on the Anglican liturgical calendar written
between 1827 and 1935. John Keble created a new type of English poetry when he wrote his poetic
companion to the Book of Common Prayer, The Christian Year (1827), which went on to become the
single bestselling book of poetry in the English century. Drawing off of recent scholarship on both
secularization studies and nineteenth-century conceptions of time, Worlds of Common Prayer
exposes the surprisingly radical potential of liturgical poetry. The detective novelist and poet
Dorothy L. Sayers wrote of her desire to find a “brick” that could smash the order of clock time, and
discovered one in the liturgy. For major authors as dissimilar as Christina Rossetti and T.S. Eliot, the
Anglican liturgical calendar served as a means of dismantling industrial capitalism’s time clock, and
thereby of destabilizing the secular world order as a whole.

letters to a diminished church: Untrustworthy Bonnie Kristian, 2022-10-11 Christianity Today
2023 Award of Merit (Politics & Public Life) Logos 2022 Book of the Year Award (Christianity in
Culture) Which media outlets will help me be a responsible news consumer? How do I know what is
true and whom I can trust? What can I do to combat all the misinformation and how it's impacting




people I love? Many Americans are agonizing over questions such as these, feeling unsure and
overwhelmed in today's chaotic information environment. American life and politics are suffering
from a raging knowledge crisis, and the church is no exception. In Untrustworthy, Bonnie Kristian
unpacks this crisis and explores ways to combat it in our own lives, families, and church
communities. Drawing from her extensive experience in journalism and her training as a theologian,
Kristian explores social media, political and digital culture, online paranoia, and the press itself. She
explains factors that contribute to our confusion and helps Christians pay attention to how we
consume content and think about truth. Finally, she provides specific ways to take action,
empowering readers to avoid succumbing to or fueling the knowledge crisis.

letters to a diminished church: Dorothy L. Sayers Eric Sandberg, 2022-01-04 Dorothy L.
Sayers was one of the Queens of Crime. Alongside writers like Agatha Christie, she perfected the
whodunnit, but also used the genre to explore social, ethical, and emotional matters. Her characters,
particularly Lord Peter Wimsey and his investigative partner Harriet Vane, struggle with the
complexities of life and love in a rapidly changing world while solving some of the most intricate and
complex mysteries ever offered to the reading public. Sayers was also an important theoretician of
detective fiction, a religious dramatist, a public intellectual, and one of the 20th century's most
important translators of Dante. While focusing on her mystery fiction, this companion offers a full
view of all aspects of Sayers's career. It is an ideal introduction for readers new to Sayers's diverse
and rewarding body of work, and an invaluable companion for her many fans.

letters to a diminished church: A Short Guide to Spiritual Formation Alex Sosler, 2024-05-28
Christianity Today 2025 Book Award (Christian Living / Spiritual Formation) Outreach 2025
Resource of the Year (Spiritual Growth) With so many distractions in life, we must be deliberate in
our search for God, and Sosler's book gives masterful guidance.--Christianity Today In a society
always seeking the new and novel, Christians can become more grounded and mature through a
retrieval of our common tradition. Alex Sosler sets forth the transcendentals of truth, goodness, and
beauty--along with community--to help readers follow the way of Jesus. Weaving together church
history, theology, and devotional practice, Sosler offers a holistic introduction to spiritual formation,
encompassing biblical truth, the pursuit of the good life, the contemplation of God, and communal
belonging. Each section includes a biblical and historical precedent for the tradition and highlights
an exemplar from church history: Augustine on truth, Dorothy Day on goodness, Teresa of Avila on
beauty, and Dietrich Bonhoeffer on church commitment and community. This accessible book
provides avenues for a broader and deeper spirituality that can shape the complexity of our souls. It
is ideal for undergraduate students and as a formation primer for church adult education classes,
classical schools, and homeschooling communities.

letters to a diminished church: Giving the Devil His Due Jessica Hooten Wilson, 2017-02-28
Flannery O'Connor and Fyodor Dostoevsky shared a deep faith in Christ, which compelled them to
tell stories that force readers to choose between eternal life and demonic possession. Their either-or
extremism has not become more popular in the last fifty to a hundred years since these stories were
first published, but it has become more relevant to a twenty-firstt-century culture in which the
lukewarm middle ground seems the most comfortable place to dwell. Giving the Devil His Due walks
through all of O'Connor's stories and looks closely at Dostoevsky's magnum opus The Brothers
Karamazov to show that when the devil rules, all hell breaks loose. Instead of this kingdom of
violence, O'Connor and Dostoevsky propose a kingdom of love, one that is only possible when the
Lord again is king.

letters to a diminished church: Charitable Writing Richard Hughes Gibson, James Edward
Beitler, 2020-12-15 How might we love God and our neighbors through the task of writing? This
book offers a vision for expressing one's faith through writing and for understanding writing itself as
a spiritual practice that cultivates virtue. Drawing on authors and artists throughout the church's
history, we learn how we might embrace writing as an act of discipleship for today.

letters to a diminished church: Apologetics at the Cross Joshua D. Chatraw, Mark D. Allen,
2018-05-15 2019 Outreach Magazine Resource of the Year: Apologetics * 2018 The Gospel Coalition




Book Award: Evangelism & Apologetics Apologetics at the Cross describes a much-needed approach
to defending Christianity that uses Jesus as a model and the letter of 1 Peter as a guiding text. This
is a guidebook for how to defend Christianity with Christ-like gentleness and respect toward those
who persecute the faith, making you a stronger witness to the good news of the gospel than many
other apologetics books that focus on crafting unbreachable arguments. Joshua D. Chatraw and
Mark D. Allen first provide an introduction to the rich field of apologetics and Christian witness,
acquainting students and lay learners with the rich history, biblical foundation, and ongoing
relevance of apologetics. Unique in its approach, Apologetics at the Cross: Presents the biblical and
historical foundations for apologetics. Explores various contemporary methods for approaching
apologetics. Gives practical guidance in how to chapters that feature many real-life illustrations. But
their approach pays special attention to the attitude and posture of the apologist, outlining
instructions for the Christian community centered on reasoned answers, a humble spirit, and joy;
rather than anger, arrogance, and aggression. Chatraw and Allen equip Christians to engage
skeptics with the heart as well as the mind. Conversational in tone and balanced in approach,
Apologetics at the Cross provides a readable introduction to the field of apologetics. You'll be
informed and equipped for engaging a wide range of contemporary challenges with the best in
Christian thought.

letters to a diminished church: The Storied Life Jared C. Wilson, 2024-05-07 When writers
write, they are getting in touch with the image of God in them. This is true in some way of all
artistry, but writers especially create worlds, characters, histories, and transformation--all ex nihilo
(out of nothing). In The Storied Life, veteran author Jared C. Wilson explores the ins and outs of
writers and writing, exploring the myriad ways the craft is more about transformation than simply
communication. From decades of experience and with his signature wit, Wilson brings well-earned
insight, autobiographical reflections, and meaningful meditations to the topic of writing as a way of
life and as a way of worship, showing how the concept of Story--our personal stories and God's grand
story of redemption--shapes fiction and non-fiction writers alike. Chapters focus on topics like: The
liturgy of story. Writing as a spiritual act. Perseverance and endurance. Writing as a calling.
Promotion, publishing, and platform. Whether you're a long-time writer or a beginning author, a
daily journaler or an occasional dabbler, The Storied Life will help you improve your craft. It will
lead you to think more deeply about the disciplines and dispositions needed to write for
transformation.

letters to a diminished church: Tausend Geschenke Ann Voskamp, 2014-01-06 Augenblicke.
Der Augenblick, das Jetzt, ist alles, was wir haben. Durch wie viele kostbare Momente unseres
Lebens sind wir mit weit offenen Augen mitten hindurchgerauscht? Wie viele dieser lachenden,
beinebaumelnden Momente haben wir wirklich wahrgenommen? Jemand muss uns aufwecken, uns
aufmerksam machen auf das Rauschen von Vogelschwingen, das Platschern des Bachs, die letzten
silbernen Strahlen des Sommers auf dem Wasser. Wir mussen einen Weg finden, um jetzt, in diesem
Moment, ganz und gar da zu sein. Die Dankbarkeit fur das scheinbar Kleine und Unbedeutende ist
die Saat, aus der das grofse Wunder wachst ... Wie finden wir inmitten des Alltags Freude, Gliick,
Frieden? Dieses Buch ist ein wunderbar praktischer Ratgeber zu einem Leben in Fiille. Es ladt dazu
ein, hinter dem grauen Morgennebel Gottes Segen zu entdecken.

letters to a diminished church: Called to Create Jordan Raynor, 2017-11-07 We were
created by an infinitely creative God to reflect his love and character to the world. One way we do
that is by continuing his creative work. In this energizing book, serial entrepreneur and bestselling
author Jordan Raynor helps artists, entrepreneurs, writers, and other creatives reimagine our work
as service to God and others, addressing such penetrating questions as - Is my work as a creative
really as God-honoring as that of a pastor or missionary? - What does it look like to create not to
make a name for myself but to glorify God and serve others? - How can I use my work to fulfill
Jesus's command to create disciples? - Will what I make today matter in eternity? To answer these
questions, Raynor shares compelling stories from an eclectic group of 40+ Christian entrepreneurs,
including the founders of TOMS Shoes, Charity: Water, Chick-fil-A, In-N-Out Burger, Guinness, HTC,



and Sevenly, as well as nontraditional entrepreneurs such as C. S. Lewis, Johann Sebastian Bach,
and J. R. R. Tolkien. Raynor's show rather than tell, story-driven style makes you feel as if you are
sitting at the feet of some of the godliest and most successful entrepreneurs of all time. Perfectly
poised to reach today's growing creative class, this unique work restores God's position as the first
entrepreneur, helping readers see the eternal value in the work they do today.

letters to a diminished church: Wunderland Mark Batterson, 2016-02-03 Kann man noch an
Wunder glauben oder sich vorstellen, selbst ein Wunder zu erleben? Kann man an Gott glauben, an
Wunder aber nicht? Mark Batterson ladt dazu ein, die sieben Wunder Jesu aus dem
Johannesevangelium des Neuen Testaments neu zu entdecken. Dabei kommt es ihm darauf an zu
zeigen, dass Jesus diese Wunder nicht nur damals tat, sondern auch heute noch tun will! Batterson
erzahlt von Menschen, die Gott auf ubernaturliche Weise in ihrem Leben erlebt haben. Und er
beschreibt zahllose Wunder, die taglich geschehen, die aber als selbstverstandlich betrachtet
werden. So hilft er dabei, Wunder wieder zu erkennen und zu begreifen!

letters to a diminished church: Scattered and Gathered Neil Hudson, 2019-06-20 How can
the local church empower people to live faithfully and fruitfully for Christ in their
Monday-to-Saturday lives? How can what happens on Sundays and in midweek groups equip and
sustain God'’s people for the opportunities and challenges that present themselves in the places
where they are each day? What does it mean to be a disciple of Jesus? What sort of churches grow
these sort of disciples? What sort of leaders serve these sort of churches? These are challenges that
LICC (London Institute of Contemporary Christianity) have been successfully helping churches
address with training events, resources and tools. Scattered and Gathered is the follow-up book to
Imagine Church (2012). This new book will enable church leaders to grow churches that help people
know what it means to serve the purposes of God on their front-lines. It's a book that is based on the
latest of LICC's thinking and methods of supporting churches with their practice of ministry. Each
chapter will help church leaders to move past good intentions into knowing how the practices of
their church will lead to the development of confident front-line-focused disciples. Providing a
resource that leaders can use with wider church leadership teams, small group leaders and pastoral
workers. It will ensure that local churches are able to keep the contexts of their church communities
central to their mission planning and practice. Scattered and Gathered offers a clear vision of what
it means to be the people of God, guides in reflecting on the shape and culture of church life, and
then explores what that means for the leadership styles and expectations of those who have that
responsibility. This is a book that will further develop the conversation about churches being
communities that shape us for our scattered living.

letters to a diminished church: 75 Masterpieces Every Christian Should Know Terry
Glaspey, 2021-02-02 Let Your Faith Be Moved by the Masterpieces Art becomes a masterpiece when
it stands the test of time and challenges its viewers to see the world from a new perspective. The
vast legacy of human expression is therefore a rich resource of introspection and wisdom for
Christians today. 75 Masterpieces Every Christian Should Know anthologizes some of humanity’s
most influential and renowned works of art. Terry Glaspey masterfully analyzes how each piece
responds to the reality of the human condition and Christian truth. Glaspey examines architecture,
plays, novels, paintings, films, and even albums, evoking how some probe the dark corners of human
suffering, while others capture the mystery, beauty, and wonder of life. Each selection is universally
revered for its craftsmanship and ubiquitously esteemed across both time and cultures. From
Rembrandt’s The Return of the ProdigalSon to Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice to Johnny Cash’s At
Folsom Prison, every masterpiece reveals some truth that has both enriched the Christian faith and
left an indelible mark on the legacy of artistic achievement. Through engaging these masterpieces,
Christians today can enrich their own faith with the creativity of history’s brilliant artists. This book
serves as both historian and biographer, as devotional and art criticism. May this book be a modest
doorway into a world of deeper appreciation, a guide to the treasures of our tradition that enriches
both your faith and understanding of the human experience.

letters to a diminished church: Women and C.S. Lewis Carolyn Curtis, Mary Pomroy Key,



2016-06-17 Women and C.S. Lewis is a collection of interviews and essays, from a group of
distinguished scholars commissioned by the C.S. Lewis Foundation. Critics say Lewis was sexist in
his views on women. Opinion pieces by both eminent Lewis scholars and newer thinkers review
Lewis's personal relationships with women and treatment of women in his writings. The book is
drawn together in a final section which examines whether Lewis's views are relevant or out of touch
for the twenty-first century. Invited contributors range from scholars to bloggers and include Alister
McGrath, Randy Alcorn, Monika Hilder, Colin Duriez, Crystal Hurd, Jeanette Sears, David C.
Downing, Malcolm Guite, and others. Edited by Carolyn Curtis, veteran journalist and book author,
and Mary Pomroy Key, Director, Special Programs, C.S. Lewis Foundation. This multi-contributor
volume is an essential read for both scholars and fans of Lewis and his writings.

letters to a diminished church: Exegeting Orality Nick Acker, 2024-09-05 For too long,
critical biblical studies have applied modern textual assumptions to ancient oral cultures. Exegeting
Orality challenges many of these modern approaches, distilling decades of studies in oral traditions
to redirect pastors and scholars toward a more accurate narrative of biblical origins, identity, and
meaning. Many works in the area of orality, textuality, performance criticism, and media studies
focus on critical issues. Exegeting Orality guides pastors and scholars through a brief introduction to
these fields, emphasizing biblical inspiration, interpretation, and proclamation. This work honors the
rich oral traditional foundations of the inspired canon, urging a transformative shift in how we
interpret the Bible. The stories we believe define us. The Bible is not just a text to be studied but a
record of voices from the past who performed our definitive stories. The Bible is a tradition to be
reproclaimed and reenacted in the community of faith. Let us not recast these ancient voices into
modern epistemological molds without letting them speak from within their own cultural realities.
Their voices still call out to us through the abiding Holy Spirit who connects us all to the story of
Jesus. May we live out that ancient story today together.

letters to a diminished church: Christianity and the Detective Story Anya Morlan, Walter
Raubicheck, 2014-08-11 Christianity and the Detective Story is the first book to gather together
academic criticism on this particular connection between religion and popular culture. The articles
cover the origin of this relationship in the works of G. K. Chesterton, examine its development
through the “Golden Age” of mystery writers such as Dorothy L. Sayers, and include discussions of
recent and contemporary television crime dramas. The volume makes a strong case for viewing
mystery writing as a valid means of providing both entertainment and religious insight.

letters to a diminished church: Tyconius’ Book of Rules Matthew R. Lynskey, 2021-03-01
In Tyconius’ Book of Rules Matthew R. Lynskey explores the church-centric interpretation of ancient
biblical exegete Tyconius in his hermeneutical treatise Liber regularum. Influential within his
Donatist tradition and the broader context of early North African Christianity, Tyconius wrote one of
the earliest works on exegetical theory and praxis in Latin Christianity. By investigating five key
concepts undergirding Tyconius’s theology of church, Lynskey demonstrates how Tyconius’
ecclesiology shaped his hermeneutical enterprise. Through careful readings and close analysis of
Liber regularum, this study seeks to describe Tyconius’ exegesis on its own terms, reflecting on
notable historical, theological, formational, and missiological implications of his ecclesial exegesis as
it concerns the ancient and contemporary church.

letters to a diminished church: Psalms : Volume 1 (Teach the Text Commentary Series)
C. Hassell Bullock, 2015-08-11 The Teach the Text Commentary Series utilizes the best of biblical
scholarship to provide the information a pastor needs to communicate the text effectively. The
carefully selected preaching units and focused commentary allow pastors to quickly grasp the big
idea and key themes of each passage of Scripture. Each unit of the commentary includes the big idea
and key themes of the passage and sections dedicated to understanding, teaching, and illustrating
the text.
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