good scent from a strange mountain

Good Scent from a Strange Mountain: Unearthing Nature’s Hidden Aromas

Good scent from a strange mountain is not just a poetic phrase; it captures a fascinating phenomenon
that blends nature’s mystery with sensory delight. Imagine hiking through an unfamiliar mountain range
and suddenly being enveloped by an unexpected fragrance — fresh, earthy, yet subtly sweet — that
seems to tell stories of ancient forests, wildflowers, and untouched wilderness. This intriguing blend of
aromas can transform an ordinary trek into a memorable experience that connects you deeply with the
environment. But what exactly causes these captivating scents? And why do mountains, especially the

strange or lesser-known ones, often harbor such unique aromatic qualities?

In this article, we’ll explore the origins and significance of good scent from a strange mountain,
uncover the natural elements responsible, and share insights into how these aromas impact our
perception of nature. Whether you’re an avid hiker, a nature lover, or simply curious about the
intersection of geography and fragrance, this journey promises to engage your senses and enrich your

understanding.

The Origins of Good Scent from a Strange Mountain

When we talk about the good scent from a strange mountain, we’re referring to the unique olfactory
experiences that arise from specific environmental factors. Mountains, by their very nature, are
ecological hotspots where diverse plant species, minerals, and climatic conditions converge. This

combination often results in distinct smells that differ vastly from lowland or urban areas.

Flora and Aromatic Plants



One of the primary contributors to mountain scents is the local vegetation. Certain plants emit volatile
organic compounds (VOCs) as part of their natural defense mechanisms or reproductive strategies,

which we perceive as pleasant fragrances. For instance:

- **Evergreen trees** like pine, fir, and spruce release resinous, fresh aromas that many associate with
cleanliness and vitality.

- **Wildflowers and herbs** such as lavender, thyme, and sage can add floral and herbal notes to the
mountain air.

- **Mosses and lichens** often contribute subtle earthy undertones, giving the scent a grounding,

organic quality.

In strange or less-explored mountains, unique endemic plants can produce rare and unfamiliar scents

that captivate hikers and naturalists alike.

Geological and Climatic Influences

Beyond plant life, the geological makeup of a mountain plays a significant role in its aroma profile.
Mineral-rich soils and exposed rocks can emit faint smells, especially after rainfall. The interaction
between moisture and earth releases petrichor — the pleasant scent associated with rain on dry soil —

which heightens the sensory experience.
Additionally, temperature and humidity variations affect how scents travel and linger in the mountain

air. Cooler temperatures often preserve delicate floral fragrances, while breezes can carry the mixed

aromas across valleys and ridges, creating a dynamic and evolving scent landscape.

Why Do Strange Mountains Often Have Unique Aromas?

When we describe a mountain as “strange,” it often means it’s remote, less frequented, or

geologically distinct from well-known ranges. These characteristics contribute to the presence of good



scent from a strange mountain in several ways.

Isolation Encourages Biodiversity

Remote mountains tend to support ecosystems that have evolved in relative isolation. This leads to a
rich biodiversity, including rare or endemic species of plants whose scents are not found elsewhere.

Such biodiversity can create complex aromatic blends that surprise and delight visitors.

Minimal Human Impact

Strange or less-visited mountains often have reduced human interference, meaning fewer pollutants
and less disruption to natural scent sources. This purity allows the natural fragrances of plants and soil

to remain intact and more perceptible.

Unique Microclimates

Mountains with unusual topography or altitude can develop microclimates — small zones with
distinctive temperature, moisture, and wind patterns. These microclimates influence which plants thrive

and how their scents manifest, often resulting in a one-of-a-kind aromatic environment.

How Good Scent from a Strange Mountain Enhances Outdoor

Experiences

The sensory element of scent plays a crucial role in how we experience nature. The good scent from a

strange mountain can elevate outdoor activities in surprising ways.



Emotional and Psychological Benefits

Scents are closely tied to memory and emotion via the brain’s limbic system. Encountering a good
scent from a strange mountain can evoke feelings of calm, joy, or nostalgia. This emotional connection

enhances the sense of well-being and mindfulness during hikes or nature walks.

Heightened Sense of Place

Unique mountain aromas help create a strong sense of place, making the location memorable and
distinct. They allow hikers and explorers to connect with the environment on a deeper level,

appreciating not just the visual beauty but also the olfactory richness.

Improved Physical Performance

Surprisingly, exposure to natural scents like pine and eucalyptus has been linked to increased
alertness and reduced fatigue. The good scent from a strange mountain may thus contribute to better

energy and endurance during physical exertion.

Tips for Discovering and Enjoying Good Scent from a Strange

Mountain

If you’re eager to experience these aromatic wonders firsthand, here are some practical tips to help

you tune into the good scent from a strange mountain during your next adventure.



Choose the Right Time of Day

Morning and late afternoon often provide the best opportunities to catch mountain scents. Cooler air

temperatures preserve delicate fragrances, and dew or mist can intensify plant aromas.

Pause and Breathe Deeply

Rather than rushing through trails, take moments to pause, close your eyes, and inhale deeply. This

mindful approach enhances your awareness of subtle scents that might otherwise go unnoticed.

Explore Off-the-Beaten-Path Trails

Strange mountains are often less trafficked, so seek out lesser-known routes or secluded spots. These
areas tend to have more intact ecosystems and less human interference, offering purer aromatic

experiences.

Bring a Scent Journal

Consider carrying a small notebook to jot down your impressions of different scents. Describing

aromas in your own words can deepen your appreciation and help you remember your encounters.

The Cultural and Artistic Influence of Mountain Scents

Beyond personal enjoyment, the good scent from a strange mountain has inspired various cultural

expressions and artistic works.



Traditional Uses in Aromatherapy and Healing

Many indigenous communities living near mountainous regions incorporate local plant aromas into their
healing practices. For example, mountain herbs may be burned as incense or infused into oils to

promote relaxation and spiritual connection.

Inspiration for Literature and Art

Writers and painters have long been captivated by the mysterious allure of mountain scents.
Descriptions of fragrant mountain air feature prominently in poetry and prose, symbolizing the sublime

and the unknown.

Modern Perfumery and Natural Fragrances

Today’s perfumers often seek inspiration from mountain aromas, recreating the fresh pine, wildflower,
and earthy notes found in remote highlands. These scents evoke adventure and purity, appealing to

consumers searching for natural and evocative fragrances.

The next time you find yourself wandering through a strange mountain, take a moment to appreciate
the good scent carried by the breeze. It’s more than just a smell — it’s a sensory story told by nature,

inviting you to explore, reflect, and connect.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the meaning behind the phrase 'good scent from a strange



mountain'?

The phrase 'good scent from a strange mountain' symbolizes discovering something pleasant or

valuable coming from an unexpected or unfamiliar source.

Is 'good scent from a strange mountain' a common proverb or idiom?

While not a widely known idiom, it resembles traditional sayings that emphasize appreciating

unexpected blessings or qualities from unfamiliar places or people.

Can 'good scent from a strange mountain' be used metaphorically in
literature?

Yes, it can metaphorically represent finding beauty, wisdom, or goodness in unfamiliar or

unconventional circumstances.

What cultural origins might the phrase 'good scent from a strange
mountain’ have?

The phrase likely draws from Eastern philosophical or poetic traditions where nature imagery, like

mountains and scents, often conveys deeper meanings about life and virtue.

How can 'good scent from a strange mountain' inspire personal
growth?

It encourages openness to new experiences and the recognition that valuable insights and qualities
can come from unexpected sources.

Are there similar expressions to 'good scent from a strange mountain’

in other languages?

Yes, many cultures have proverbs about unexpected goodness, such as 'a diamond in the rough' in



English or 'hidden treasures' in other languages.

How might 'good scent from a strange mountain’ be interpreted in a
spiritual context?

Spiritually, it could signify receiving blessings or enlightenment from unfamiliar or challenging places,

suggesting growth through adversity.

Can the phrase 'good scent from a strange mountain' relate to
environmental themes?

It can highlight the idea that nature in unknown or remote places holds unique and valuable qualities

worth discovering and preserving.

How is the concept of 'good scent from a strange mountain’ relevant
in modern society?

It reminds us to value diversity, be open-minded, and appreciate positive attributes that may come

from unfamiliar cultures, ideas, or environments.

Additional Resources

Good Scent from a Strange Mountain: An Analytical Exploration of Mystique and Aroma

good scent from a strange mountain evokes an intriguing juxtaposition of the unfamiliar and the
pleasantly aromatic, a combination that invites both curiosity and sensory investigation. This phrase,
seemingly poetic, resonates with a variety of interpretations, whether in the context of natural
landscapes, cultural narratives, or even the realm of perfumery. Understanding the nuances behind
this concept requires a detailed look into how unusual environments produce distinctive fragrances and

how these scents influence human perception and experience.



The Origin and Meaning Behind the Phrase

At face value, "good scent from a strange mountain" suggests an unexpected fragrance emanating
from a remote or unfamiliar mountainous region. Mountains, across the globe, are often associated
with their unique ecosystems, flora, and climatic conditions, all of which contribute to distinctive natural
aromas. The "strange" aspect emphasizes novelty or an element of mystery, possibly implying that the

scent is not just pleasant but also uncommon or rare.

In literature and cultural contexts, such a phrase can symbolize the allure of the unknown—how
unfamiliar places can offer unexpectedly positive experiences. From a sensory perspective, the
olfactory signals derived from these environments can evoke emotional responses, memories, or even

spiritual reflections.

Natural Sources of Aromas in Mountainous Regions

Mountains are home to diverse plant species that emit a wide range of scents. These natural
fragrances result from essential oils, resins, and other volatile compounds produced by flora as

defense mechanisms or attractants for pollinators. Several factors influence these scents:

Floral and Botanical Diversity

Certain mountain ranges are renowned for their endemic plants that produce distinctive fragrances. For

example:

¢ Himalayas: Known for rhododendrons, junipers, and medicinal herbs, the air carries a blend of

pine, pine resin, and floral notes.



¢ Alps: Alpine meadows feature wildflowers like edelweiss and gentians, contributing to fresh,

herbaceous scents.

¢ Appalachians: The mix of deciduous forests and conifers results in a complex aroma with hints of

earthiness and pine.

These botanical sources contribute to a "good scent" that can be both invigorating and grounding,

often described in hiking and nature tourism reviews.

Environmental Factors and Aroma Intensity

Temperature variations, humidity, and altitude affect how scents are released and perceived. In higher
elevations, cooler temperatures can preserve volatile compounds longer, while dry air might intensify
the sharpness of pine or resinous smells. Conversely, after rainfall, the phenomenon known as

petrichor—a pleasant earthy scent—often arises, enhancing the overall aromatic experience.

Psychological and Cultural Implications of Scent from

Unfamiliar Mountains

The sensory encounter with a good scent from a strange mountain transcends physical detection; it

engages psychological and cultural dimensions.

Emotional Resonance and Memory

Olfactory stimuli are closely linked to the limbic system—the part of the brain that governs emotions



and memories. A unique scent encountered during an expedition or retreat in an unfamiliar mountain
region can trigger deep reflections or nostalgia. Travelers often report that certain mountainous aromas

become emblematic of their journeys, imbuing the experience with personal significance.

Symbolism in Art and Literature

Authors and artists have long used the imagery of mountains paired with unexpected pleasant scents
as metaphors for discovery and transformation. This motif highlights the tension between the daunting
unknown and the rewards of exploration. The "good scent" symbolizes hope, purity, or spiritual

awakening emerging from a "strange" or challenging environment.

Applications Beyond Nature: Perfumery and Commercial Use

The concept of deriving "good scent from a strange mountain" has been adapted into various

commercial and artistic fields, notably in the fragrance industry.

Mountain-Inspired Fragrances

Perfume creators often seek inspiration from natural environments to craft complex scent profiles.
Mountain-inspired perfumes typically incorporate:

¢ Woody notes such as cedar, pine, and fir

¢ Fresh, crisp accords mimicking alpine air

e Earthy and mineral undertones reflecting rocky terrain



These compositions aim to evoke the freshness and mystery associated with mountainous landscapes,

appealing to consumers who appreciate naturalistic and evocative scents.

Challenges in Capturing the Authenticity of Mountain Scents

Replicating the multifaceted aroma of a "strange mountain" is challenging due to the complexity of the
natural environment. Synthetic approximations risk oversimplifying or artificializing the scent, while
natural extracts may be limited by availability or sustainability concerns. Fragrance houses often blend
multiple essential oils and aroma chemicals to achieve a balanced and evocative fragrance, carefully

balancing freshness, depth, and longevity.

Comparative Analysis: Mountain Scents Versus Other Natural

Aromas

When juxtaposed with scents derived from other natural settings—such as coastal breezes, tropical
forests, or desert landscapes—mountain aromas tend to emphasize freshness, coolness, and

earthiness. This contrast appeals to different consumer preferences and cultural associations.

Coastal Scents: Salty, marine notes with a breeze-like quality

Tropical Scents: Sweet, fruity, and floral notes with warmth

Desert Scents: Dry, dusty, and sometimes smoky aromas

Mountain Scents: Crisp, resinous, and mineral-rich with herbal undertones



Understanding these distinctions helps marketers and creators position products or experiences that

highlight the unique qualities of mountainous aromas.

Environmental and Ethical Considerations

As interest in unique natural scents grows, so does the responsibility to ensure sustainable harvesting

and respect for indigenous knowledge.

Conservation of Flora

Many plants contributing to mountain aromas are rare or endangered. Overharvesting for commercial
purposes can threaten biodiversity. Ethical sourcing practices and cultivation efforts are essential to

preserve these ecosystems.

Incorporating Indigenous Perspectives

Local communities often possess traditional knowledge about mountain plants and their uses.
Engaging with these groups can foster respectful partnerships and support cultural heritage

preservation.

The notion of a good scent from a strange mountain thus intersects with environmental stewardship
and cultural sensitivity, underscoring the importance of responsible appreciation and utilization of

natural resources.



The phrase "good scent from a strange mountain" encapsulates a rich tapestry of sensory, cultural,
and ecological elements. Whether experienced firsthand amid alpine flora, interpreted through artistic
expression, or reimagined in fragrance design, it reflects a profound connection to the unfamiliar yet
alluring aspects of the natural world. This interplay between strangeness and pleasantness invites
ongoing exploration, offering a fascinating lens through which to appreciate the complex relationships

between environment, perception, and meaning.
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good scent from a strange mountain: A Good Scent from a Strange Mountain Robert Olen
Butler, 2018-09-01 Winner of the Pulitzer Prize: Uncannily perceptive stories written by an American
from the viewpoint of Vietnamese citizens transplanted to Louisiana ( People). A Good Scent from a
Strange Mountain is Robert Olen Butler's Pulitzer Prize-winning collection of lyrical and poignant
stories about the aftermath of the Vietnam War and its enduring impact on the Vietnamese. Written
in a soaring prose, Butler's haunting and powerful stories blend Vietnamese folklore and
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the collection's narrative journey, returning to the jungles of Vietnam to explore the experiences of a
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about storytellers whose recited folklore radiates as implicit prayer . . . One of the strongest
collections I've read in ages. —Ann Beattie
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four veterans became prizewinning authors telling the war stories and life stories of soldiers and
civilians. The four extended conversations included in Writing Vietnam, Writing Life feature
revealing personal stories alongside candid assessments of each author’s distinct roles as son,
soldier, writer, and teacher of creative writing. As Tobey Herzog's thoughtful interviews reveal,
these soldier-authors have diverse upbringings, values, interests, writing careers, life experiences,
and literary voices. They hold wide-ranging views on, among other things, fatherhood, war, the
military, religion, the creative process, the current state of the world, and the nature of both
physical and moral courage. For each author, the conversation and richly annotated chronology
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Nagel, 2004-04-01 James Nagel offers the first systematic history and definition of the short-story
cycle as exemplified in contemporary American fiction, bringing attention to the format's wide
appeal among various ethnic groups. He examines in detail eight recent manifestations of the genre,
all praised by critics while uniformly misidentified as novels. Nagel proposes that the short-story
cycle, with its concentric as opposed to linear plot development possibilities, lends itself particularly
well to exploring themes of ethnic assimilation, which mirror some of the major issues facing
American society today.

good scent from a strange mountain: The World Next Door Rajini Srikanth, 2004 This book
grows out of the question, At this particular moment of tense geopolitics and inter-linked economies,
what insights can South Asian American writing offer us about living in the world? South Asian
American literature, with its focus on the multiple geographies and histories of the global dispersal
of South Asians, pulls back from a close-up view of the United States to reveal a wider landscape of
many nations and peoples. South Asian American poets, novelists, and playwrights depict the nation
as simultaneously discrete and entwined with the urgencies of places as diverse as Bangladesh, Sri
Lanka, India, Burma, Pakistan, and Trinidad. Drawing on the cosmopolitan sensibility of scholars like
Anthony Appiah, Vinay Dharwadker, Martha Nussbaum, Bruce Robbins, and Amartya Sen, this book
exhorts North American residents to envision connectedness with inhabitants of other lands. The
world out there arrives next door.
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from a Strange Mountain" Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016-07-12 A Study Guide for Robert Olen
Butler's Good Scent from a Strange Mountain, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Short Stories for
Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography;
study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any
literature project, trust Short Stories for Students for all of your research needs.
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understand how any literary tradition involves an open conversation between its texts - a web of
words that stretches from the local to the transnational. This book charts 3 different intertextual
practices involving writings both within and outside the South.

good scent from a strange mountain: A Concise Companion to Postwar American Literature
and Culture Josephine Hendin, 2008-04-15 This Concise Companion is a guide to the creative output
of the United States in the postwar period, in its diverse energies, shapes and forms. Embraces
diversity, covering Vietnam literature, gay and lesbian literature, American Jewish fiction, Italian
American literature, Irish American writing, emergent ethnic literatures, African American writing,
jazz, film, drama and more. Shows how different genres and approaches opened up creative
possibilities and interacted in the postwar period. Portrays the postwar United States split by
differences of wealth and position, by ethnicity and race, and by agendas of left and right, but united
in the intensity of its creative drive.

good scent from a strange mountain: A Good Scent from a Strange Mountain :-- Robert
Olen Butler, 2001-04-05

good scent from a strange mountain: A Good Scent from a Strange Mountain Robert
Olen Butler, 1992
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good scent from a strange mountain: Of Fiction and Faith W. Dale Brown, 1997 Of Fiction
and Faith features personal interviews with twelve of America's most significant writers, interviews
which provide a window into the personal and literary lives of writers with special focus on their
attitudes towards issues of faith.

good scent from a strange mountain: The Oxford Handbook of the Literature of the U.S.
South Fred Hobson, Barbara Ladd, 2016-01-05 The Oxford Handbook of the Literature of the U.S.
South brings together contemporary views of the literature of the region in a series of chapters
employing critical tools not traditionally used in approaching Southern literature. It assumes ideas of




the South--global, multicultural, plural: more Souths than South--that would not have been embraced
two or three decades ago, and it similarly expands the idea of literature itself. Representative of the
current range of activity in the field of Southern literary studies, it challenges earlier views of
antebellum Southern literature, as well as, in its discussions of twentieth-century writing, questions
the assumption that the Southern Renaissance of the 1920s, 1930s, and 1940s was the supreme
epoch of Southern expression, that writing to which all that had come before had led and by which
all that came afterward was judged. As well as canonical Southern writers, it examines Native
American literature, Latina/o literature, Asian American as well as African American literatures,
Caribbean studies, sexuality studies, the relationship of literature to film, and a number of other
topics which are relatively new to the field.

good scent from a strange mountain: The Columbia Companion to the
Twentieth-Century American Short Story Blanche H. Gelfant, 2004-04-21 Esteemed critic
Blanche Gelfant's brilliant companion gathers together lucid essays on major writers and themes by
some of the best literary critics in the United States. Part 1 is comprised of articles on stories that
share a particular theme, such as Working Class Stories or Gay and Lesbian Stories. The heart of the
book, however, lies in Part 2, which contains more than one hundred pieces on individual writers
and their work, including Fitzgerald, Hemingway, Richard Ford, Raymond Carver, Eudora Welty,
Andre Debus, Zora Neal Hurston, Anne Beattie, Bharati Mukherjee, J. D. Salinger, and Jamaica
Kincaid, as well as engaging pieces on the promising new writers to come on the scene.

good scent from a strange mountain: Transcultural Identities in Contemporary
Literature Irene Gilsenan Nordin, Julie Hansen, Carmen Zamorano Llena, 2013-10-01 In recent
decades, globalization has led to increased mobility and interconnectedness. For a growing number
of people, contemporary life entails new local and transnational interdependencies which transform
individual and collective allegiances. Contemporary literature often reflects these changes through
its exploration of migrant experiences and transcultural identities. Calling into question traditional
definitions of culture, many recent works of poetry and prose fiction go beyond the spatial
boundaries of a given state, emphasizing instead the mixing and collision of languages, cultures, and
identities. In doing so, they also challenge recent and contemporary discourses about cultural
identities, fostering a more nuanced understanding of the complexities of identity-formation
processes in diverse transcultural frameworks. This volume analyses how traditional understandings
of culture, as well as literary representations of identity constructs, can be reconceptualized from a
transcultural perspective. In four thematic sections focusing on migration, cosmopolitanism,
multiculturalism, and literary translingualism, the twelve essays included in this volume explore
various facets of transculturality in contemporary poetry and fiction from around the world.
Contributors: Malin Lidstrom Brock, Katherina Dodou, Pilar Cuder-Dominguez, Stefan Helgesson,
Christoph Houswitschka, Carly McLaughlin, Kristin Rebien, J.B. Rollins, Karen L. Ryan, Eric Sellin,
Mats Tegmark, Carmen Zamorano Llena. Irene Gilsenan Nordin is Professor of English Literature at
Dalarna University, Sweden. She is founder and director of DUCIS (Dalarna University Centre for
Irish Studies) and leads Dalarna University’s Transcultural Identities research group. Julie Hansen is
Research Fellow at the Uppsala Centre for Russian and Eurasian Studies and teaches Russian
literature in the Department of Modern Languages at Uppsala University, Sweden. Carmen
Zamorano Llena is Associate Professor of English Literature at Dalarna University, Sweden, and
member of Dalarna University’s Transcultural Identities research group.

good scent from a strange mountain: Home Front Heroes Benjamin F. Shearer, 2006-11-30
Brings together 1,000 focused biographies of Americans who affected how the United States made,
supported, perceived, and protested its major wars from the Revolution to Gulf War II. Inventors and
scientists, nurses and physicians, reformers and clerics, civil rights and labor leaders, financiers and
economist, artists and musicians have all been soldiers on the home front. Home Front Heroes
brings together brief and focused biographies of 1,000 Americans who affected how the United
States made, supported, perceived and protested its major war efforts from the Revolution to Gulf
War II. Battlefield victories and defeats are in a very real sense the reflection of the society waging




war. Inventors and scientists, social reformers and clerics, civil rights and labor leaders, nurses and
physicians, actors and directors, financiers and industrialists, economists and psychologists, artists
and musicians, writers and journalists, have all been soldiers on the home front. The biographical
entries highlighting the subjects' wartime contributions are arranged alphabetically. Many of the
entries also include suggestions for further reading. Thematic indexes make it easy to look up people
alphabetically by last name and by war, and other indices list entries under broad categories - Arts
and Culture; Business, Industry, and Labor; Nursing and Medicine; Science, Engineering and
Inventions - with more detailed occupational background. Entries include: Julia Ward Howe,
composer of The Battle Hymn of the Republic; Robert Fulton, inventor of the steam engine and
architect of the submarine Nautilus; Martin Brander, maker of Eliot's Saddle Ring Carbine; Robert
Parker Parrott, inventor of the Parrott cannon; Novelist and War Correspondent Stephen Crane;
Founder of the Army Nurse Corps Dr. Anita Newcomb McGee; Composer John Philip Sousa (Stars
and Stripes Forever); Louis M. Terman, who invented the IQ test; Reginald Fessenden, developer of
a sonic depth finder; machine-gun inventor Benjamin Hotchkiss; Labor leader John L. Lewis;
Comedian and USO stalwart Bob Hope; Dr. Ancel Keys developer of the K-ration; napalm inventor
Louis F. Fieser; and many more. The work is fully indexed, and contains an extensive bibliography.

good scent from a strange mountain: Liminality and the Short Story Jochen Achilles, Ina
Bergmann, 2014-12-05 This book is a study of the short story, one of the widest taught genres in
English literature, from an innovative methodological perspective. Both liminality and the short story
are well-researched phenomena, but the combination of both is not frequent. This book discusses the
relevance of the concept of liminality for the short story genre and for short story cycles,
emphasizing theoretical perspectives, methodological relevance and applicability. Liminality as a
concept of demarcation and mediation between different processual stages, spatial complexes, and
inner states is of obvious importance in an age of global mobility, digital networking, and interethnic
transnationality. Over the last decade, many symposia, exhibitions, art, and publications have been
produced which thematize liminality, covering a wide range of disciplines including literary,
geographical, psychological and ethnicity studies. Liminal structuring is an essential aspect of the
aesthetic composition of short stories and the cultural messages they convey. On account of its very
brevity and episodic structure, the generic liminality of the short story privileges the depiction of
transitional situations and fleeting moments of crisis or decision. It also addresses the moral
transgressions, heterotopic orders, and forms of ambivalent self-reflection negotiated within the
short story's confines. This innovative collection focuses on both the liminality of the short story and
on liminality in the short story.

good scent from a strange mountain: Curious Attractions Debra Spark, 2005-05-20 Lively
and engaging essays on aspects of the writer's craft from an acclaimed novelist

good scent from a strange mountain: Writing Wars David F. Eisler, 2022-12-14 Choice
Outstanding Academic Title 2024 Senators Bob and Elizabeth Dole Biennial Award for Distinguished
Book in Veterans Studies, winner Who writes novels about war? For nearly a century after World
War I, the answer was simple: soldiers who had been there. The assumption that a person must have
experienced war in the flesh in order to write about it in fiction was taken for granted by writers,
reviewers, critics, and even scholars. Contemporary American fiction tells a different story. Less
than half of the authors of contemporary war novels are veterans. And that’s hardly the only change.
Today’s war novelists focus on the psychological and moral challenges of soldiers coming home
rather than the physical danger of combat overseas. They also imagine the consequences of the wars
from non-American perspectives in a way that defies the genre’s conventions. To understand why
these changes have occurred, David Eisler argues that we must go back nearly fifty years, to the
political decision to abolish the draft. The ramifications rippled into the field of cultural production,
transforming the foundational characteristics— authorship, content, and form—of the American war
fiction genre.

good scent from a strange mountain: Delicious Imaginations Sarah Griffiths, Kevin J.
Kehrwald, 1998 Interviews with some of America's top literary figures, including Charles Baxter,



Donald Revell, Gerald Stern, Sandra Gilbert, Catherine Bowman, Campbell McGrath and Russell
Banks are anthologized in this collection.

good scent from a strange mountain: Had a Good Time Robert Olen Butler, 2004 In his
dazzling new book of stories, Butler explores America by finding artistic inspiration in an unlikely
and fascinating place--the backs of postcards from the early 20th century.
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