what language in greenland

What Language in Greenland: Exploring the Linguistic Landscape of the Arctic Island

what language in greenland do people speak? This question often arises when discussing the vast
icy island known for its breathtaking fjords, polar bears, and unique culture. Greenland, the world’s
largest island, is not only fascinating for its natural wonders but also for its intriguing linguistic

heritage. Understanding what language in Greenland is spoken reveals much about its history,
people, and identity.

The Primary Language of Greenland: Greenlandic

The dominant language spoken in Greenland is Greenlandic, locally known as Kalaallisut. This
language belongs to the Eskimo-Aleut language family, which connects it to languages spoken in
parts of Alaska, Canada, and Siberia. Greenlandic is a polysynthetic language, meaning it forms
complex words by combining many smaller units, which can express detailed ideas in a single term.

Dialects Within Greenlandic

Greenlandic is not monolithic; it consists of several dialects that vary across regions. The three main
dialect groups are:

e Kalaallisut: The West Greenlandic dialect, which serves as the official language and is taught
in schools.

e Tunumiisut: The East Greenlandic dialect, spoken by smaller communities.

e Sermersooq: The North Greenlandic dialect, used in the northern parts of the island.

Among these, Kalaallisut is the most widely spoken and the one most visitors will encounter.

The Role of Danish in Greenland

Greenland has a historical connection with Denmark, having been a Danish colony until 1953 and
currently an autonomous territory within the Kingdom of Denmark. Because of this relationship,
Danish has a significant presence in Greenland.



Danish as a Secondary Language

Danish is considered the second official language in Greenland. It is widely used in government,
education, and business sectors. Many Greenlanders are bilingual, speaking both Greenlandic and
Danish fluently. Danish is especially prevalent in urban areas like Nuuk, the capital, where
administrative and educational institutions operate in Danish alongside Greenlandic.

Why Danish Remains Important

The continued use of Danish stems from Greenland’s political ties and practical needs. Danish
provides Greenlanders access to broader educational resources, international communication, and
governmental affairs linked to Denmark. For many Greenlanders, proficiency in Danish opens doors
to opportunities outside the island, including university education in Denmark and other parts of
Europe.

English and Other Languages in Greenland

While Greenlandic and Danish dominate the linguistic scene, English also plays a role, particularly
among younger generations and in tourism.

The Growing Influence of English

English is increasingly taught in Greenlandic schools as a foreign language, reflecting global trends
and the island’s growing engagement with international visitors. Tourists from Europe, North
America, and elsewhere often use English as a common language to communicate with locals
working in hospitality and travel industries.

Minority and Immigrant Languages

Due to Greenland’s small population and remote location, there are few immigrant languages
spoken. However, some communities may speak other Scandinavian languages, such as Norwegian
or Swedish, given Greenland’s ties to the Nordic region. Additionally, Russian and other indigenous
Arctic languages have limited presence due to historical exchanges and research activities.

The Cultural Significance of Language in Greenland

Language in Greenland is more than a means of communication; it is a vital part of cultural identity
and heritage.



Preserving the Greenlandic Language

Greenlanders take great pride in their native tongue. Efforts to preserve and promote Greenlandic
include government policies, education in the native language, and media broadcasting in
Greenlandic. Maintaining the language helps sustain traditional knowledge, folklore, and a
connection to the land and environment.

Language and Identity

For many Greenlanders, speaking Greenlandic is a statement of cultural pride and resistance against
past colonial pressures. The revival and normalization of Greenlandic symbolize the island’s journey
toward greater autonomy and self-determination. Language plays a central role in shaping
Greenland’s national identity in the modern era.

Learning Greenlandic: Tips and Insights

For those interested in the language of Greenland, learning Greenlandic can be a rewarding but
challenging endeavor.

e Start with Kalaallisut: Focus on the West Greenlandic dialect, which is the most widely
spoken and best documented.

e Understand its structure: Greenlandic’s polysynthetic nature means words can be long and
complex; breaking down words into smaller parts helps comprehension.

e Use language resources: Explore online courses, dictionaries, and language apps that
specialize in Greenlandic.

* Engage with native speakers: If possible, connect with Greenlanders through language
exchange or cultural programs to practice conversational skills.

Given its unique linguistic features, Greenlandic offers a fascinating glimpse into the Arctic’s
cultural richness.

The Future of Language in Greenland

The linguistic future of Greenland involves balancing tradition with modernity. As the island
develops economically and politically, language policies continue evolving.



Promoting Greenlandic in Education and Media

There is a strong push to make Greenlandic the primary language of instruction in schools, replacing
Danish gradually. Media outlets increasingly broadcast in Greenlandic to foster its use among
younger generations.

Challenges and Opportunities

While Danish and English remain important for practical reasons, the resilience of Greenlandic
showcases the island’s commitment to its cultural roots. Technology and globalization present both
challenges and opportunities for language preservation, enabling easier access to resources but also
exposing Greenlandic to external influences.

Exploring what language in Greenland is spoken opens a window into a vibrant culture shaped by
history, environment, and resilience. Whether you're a traveler, linguist, or curious reader,
Greenland’s linguistic landscape offers a unique story worth discovering.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the official language of Greenland?

The official language of Greenland is Greenlandic, also known as Kalaallisut.

Is Danish spoken in Greenland?

Yes, Danish is widely spoken in Greenland and used in administration and education alongside
Greenlandic.

Are there different dialects of Greenlandic?

Yes, there are three main dialects of Greenlandic: Kalaallisut (Western Greenlandic), Tunumiisut
(Eastern Greenlandic), and Inuktun (Northern Greenlandic).

What language do most Greenlanders speak at home?

Most Greenlanders speak Greenlandic (Kalaallisut) at home.

Is English commonly spoken in Greenland?

English is taught in schools and is increasingly spoken, especially among younger generations and in
tourism.



How is Greenlandic related to other languages?

Greenlandic is an Eskimo-Aleut language, related to Inuit languages spoken in Canada and Alaska.

Why is Danish still important in Greenland?

Danish remains important due to Greenland's historical ties to Denmark, and it is used in
government, higher education, and media.

Can visitors communicate in Danish or English in Greenland?

Yes, visitors can generally communicate in Danish or English, especially in larger towns and tourist
areas.

Are there efforts to preserve the Greenlandic language?

Yes, there are active efforts to preserve and promote Greenlandic through education, media, and
cultural initiatives.

Additional Resources

**Exploring Linguistic Identity: What Language in Greenland Defines Its Culture and
Communication**

what language in greenland forms the cornerstone of the island’s rich cultural fabric and national
identity. Greenland, the world’s largest island, is home to a unique linguistic landscape shaped by its
indigenous heritage, colonial history, and contemporary globalization. Understanding the languages
spoken in Greenland provides deeper insight into the island’s societal dynamics, education system,
and international relations. This article delves into the primary languages of Greenland, their
historical context, current usage, and the implications for the island’s cultural preservation and
development.

The Primary Language of Greenland: Greenlandic
(Kalaallisut)

At the heart of Greenland’s linguistic identity is Greenlandic, locally known as Kalaallisut. This
language belongs to the Eskimo-Aleut language family and is spoken by the majority of Greenland’s
approximately 56,000 inhabitants. Greenlandic is an Inuit language that reflects the island’s
indigenous roots and is not related to European languages, which makes it particularly distinctive in
the North Atlantic region.

Characteristics and Dialects of Greenlandic

Greenlandic is a polysynthetic language, meaning it forms complex words by combining many



morphemes, allowing speakers to convey detailed information succinctly. This linguistic structure is
markedly different from Indo-European languages, such as Danish or English, which rely more
heavily on word order and auxiliary words.
Within Greenlandic, several dialects exist, primarily:

e Kalaallisut - Spoken in the western part of Greenland and recognized as the official language

of Greenland.

e Tunumiisut - The eastern dialect, which has some differences in pronunciation and
vocabulary.

e Inuktun - The northern dialect, spoken by a smaller population in the Qaanaaq region.

Of these, Kalaallisut has been standardized and promoted as the main language used in government,
education, and media.

Danish Influence and the Role of Danish Language

Greenland’s colonial history under Danish rule has left a significant linguistic imprint. Danish was
the official language of Greenland until 2009, when Greenland achieved greater autonomy under the
Self-Government Act. Despite Greenlandic’s official status now, Danish remains widely spoken and
serves as a second language for many Greenlanders.

Historical Context of Danish Language in Greenland

Since the early 18th century, when Denmark-Norway claimed sovereignty over Greenland, Danish
became the language of administration, education, and trade. For centuries, Danish was the medium
of instruction in schools, which contributed to bilingualism among Greenlanders but also created
tensions regarding cultural preservation.

Current Status and Usage of Danish

Today, Danish continues to play an important role:
¢ Education: Danish is taught as a compulsory second language in schools, and many students
achieve fluency.

¢ Government and Legal Affairs: Some official documents and communications remain
bilingual, reflecting Greenland's ties with Denmark.



e Media: Danish-language newspapers, radio, and television programs are accessible in
Greenland.

However, there is an ongoing emphasis on strengthening Greenlandic to reinforce cultural identity
and reduce dependence on Danish.

Other Languages Spoken in Greenland

While Greenlandic and Danish dominate the linguistic landscape, other languages also exist within
the population due to immigration, tourism, and international cooperation.

English as a Lingua Franca

English has gained increasing importance in Greenland, particularly in business, higher education,
and tourism sectors. Although not an official language, English is commonly taught in schools as a
foreign language and serves as a bridge language for international communication.

Minority and Immigrant Languages

Greenland has small communities of immigrants and expatriates who speak Russian, Filipino, and
other European languages. These languages contribute to the multicultural fabric of urban centers
like Nuuk, Greenland’s capital.

The Impact of Language on Greenland’s Society and
Identity

Language in Greenland is more than just a means of communication; it is a powerful symbol of
identity, autonomy, and heritage. The revitalization and promotion of Greenlandic reflect broader
political and cultural movements aimed at preserving indigenous traditions while navigating modern
challenges.

Education and Language Policy

The Greenlandic government has implemented policies that prioritize Greenlandic as the language
of instruction from early childhood, with Danish and English taught as secondary languages. This
trilingual approach aims to empower Greenlanders to participate fully in their local culture, the
Danish realm, and the global community.



Challenges and Opportunities

¢ Preservation: Maintaining fluency in Greenlandic is critical to preserving oral traditions,
literature, and cultural knowledge.

¢ Globalization: The influx of external influences and the dominance of English in technology
and commerce pose challenges to linguistic preservation.

¢ Social Inclusion: Ensuring that all Greenlanders, including those from diverse linguistic
backgrounds, have access to education and services in their native language remains an
ongoing concern.

Comparative Perspective: Greenland’s Language
Situation in the Arctic Region

Greenland’s linguistic dynamics can be contextualized by comparing them with other Arctic
territories such as Canada’s Inuit regions, Alaska, and Siberian indigenous communities. Like
Greenland, these regions grapple with balancing indigenous language preservation against the
pressures of dominant national languages like English and Russian.

Greenland’s success in officially adopting Greenlandic and emphasizing its use in public life is often
cited as a model for indigenous language revitalization. However, the coexistence of Danish and
Greenlandic, alongside growing English usage, presents a complex multilingual environment that
demands careful policy and cultural sensitivity.

In examining what language in Greenland is spoken and how it functions within society, it becomes
clear that the island’s linguistic identity is multifaceted and evolving. Greenlandic stands as a proud
emblem of indigenous heritage, Danish reflects historical ties and administrative realities, while
English and other languages indicate Greenland’s place in an interconnected world. This linguistic
tapestry not only defines communication on the island but also shapes Greenland’s cultural
resilience and future trajectory.
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what language in greenland: West Greenlandic Lily Kahn, Riitta-Liisa Valijarvi, 2021-09-21
This grammar provides a clear and comprehensive overview of contemporary West Greenlandic. It
follows a systematic order of topics beginning with the alphabet and phonology, continuing with
nominal and verbal morphology and syntax, and concluding with more advanced topics such as
complex sentences and word formation. Grammatical points are illustrated with authentic examples
reflecting current life in Greenland. Grammatical terminology is explained fully for the benefit of
readers without a background in linguistics. Features include: Full grammatical breakdowns of all
examples for ease of identifying individual components of complex words. A detailed contents list
and index for easy access to information. An alphabetical list of the most commonly used West
Greenlandic suffixes. A glossary of grammatical abbreviations used in the volume. The book is
suitable for a wide range of users, including independent and classroom-based learners of West
Greenlandic, as well as linguists and anyone with an interest in Greenland’s official language.

what language in greenland: Greenland Niels Elers Koch, 2023-12-06 Greenland provides
extensive and richly illustrated, area-specific knowledge about Greenland’s nature and landscape,
history, culture, society and businesses as well as its towns and settlements. A total of 87 mainly
Greenlandic researchers and experts have contributed with their knowledge to this book about the
most essential topics from Cape Morris Jesup to Uummannarsuaq (Cape Farewell) and from
Qaanaaq to Danmarkshavn. Covering almost 2.5 million km2 and with a population of around
56,000, Greenland is the world’s largest island and most sparsely populated area. Gain an insight
into the history of geological formations and read about the ice sheet, which, as a result of melting
and global warming, is now the subject of increased international interest. Understand the
background of the marvelous icebergs at Qeqgertarsuup Tunua and take the dog sled or snowmobile
to the small remote and self-sufficient settlements. Take a tour of the capital of Nuuk and the other
towns on the southern part of the west coast. This was where Danish-Norwegian missionary Hans
Egede first set foot in 1721, and from where the Danish colonization began, which had a severe
impact on Inuit culture. Read about modernization endeavors, the calls for secession, the influence
of the rock band Sume and the referendums in 1979 and 2008 that led to Greenlandic
self-government. Learn about the traditional culture featuring elements such as the drum dance,
which has seen renewed interest and has been included on UNESCO’s World Heritage List of
Intangible Cultural Heritage. Greenland covers all the essentials. From the most common to the
most special.

what language in greenland: Kontaktlinguistik / Contact Linguistics / Linguistique de contact.
2. Halbband Hans Goebl, Peter H. Nelde, Zdenek Stary, Wolfgang Wolck, 2008-07-14 Keine
ausfuhrliche Beschreibung fir KONTAKTLINGUIST. (GOEBL U. A.) 2.TLBD HSK 12.2 E-BOOK
verfugbar.

what language in greenland: Things to know about Greenland Ilannguaq Jensen,
2018-03-29 Learn about Greenland, the largest island in the world. As a person from Greenland, I
have always been fascinated by the questions about Greenland, With this ebook, you will read more
than 100 information about Greenland and it's population, the origin of the Inuit people that thrive
in Greenland for many years. Read about the inventions that you might not know were originated in
Greenland. Learn about the Inuit people and learn about the largest island in the world.

what language in greenland: Cold Words Bernadette Hince, 2025-04 This ‘ice-breaking’ book
collects the English words of the Antarctic and the Arctic for the first time. These words relate to
weather, ice and snow, auroras, clothes, food, housing, social structures, wildlife, plants, politics, as
well as many other aspects of polar life. The terms are presented with scientific precision, a helpful
interpretative commentary and moments of whimsy. Apart from Antarctica and the Arctic, the
regions covered here stretch to places as remote as the Faroe Islands, Iceland, Tristan da Cunha and
the Falkland Islands.

what language in greenland: The Bible of Every Land , 1860*

what language in greenland: Bibliography of the Eskimo Language James Constantine
Pilling, 1887 List of works in or on the Eskimo dialects of Greenland, North America and Asia



(including Aleut) with a chronological index of authors.

what language in greenland: The Linguistics of Temperature Maria Koptjevskaja-Tamm,
2015-02-11 The volume is the first comprehensive typological study of the conceptualisation of
temperature in languages as reflected in their systems of central temperature terms (hot, cold, to
freeze, etc.). The key issues addressed here include questions such as how languages categorize the
temperature domain and what other uses the temperature expressions may have, e.g., when
metaphorically referring to emotions (‘warm words’). The volume contains studies of more than 50
genetically, areally and typologically diverse languages and is unique in considering cross-linguistic
patterns defined both by lexical and grammatical information. The detailed descriptions of the
linguistic and extra-linguistic facts will serve as an important step in teasing apart the role of the
different factors in how we speak about temperature - neurophysiology, cognition, environment,
social-cultural practices, genetic relations among languages, and linguistic contact. The book is a
significant contribution to semantic typology, and will be of interest for linguists, psychologists,
anthropologists and philosophers.

what language in greenland: Denmark and the New North Atlantic Kirsten Thisted, Ann-Sofie
N. Gremaud, 2020-10-01 This book investigates how the emergence of the Arctic as a new
geopolitical arena affects and reshapes the area known as the North Atlantic: Greenland, Iceland,
the Faroe Islands and coastal Norway. The relationship between the center of the former Danish
empire and its subordinates have rested on (varying degrees of) asymmetric power relations, that
are intertwined with political as well as emotional bonds. With climate change a whole new reality is
emerging in the Arctic and sub-Arctic areas. Power is moving north, and new connections and
partnerships are being developed. As the North Atlantic countries share a history as being part of a
Danish empire, some of the hierarchies and mindsets inherited from the past still affect the present.
This calls for an in-depth understanding of the cultural history of the North Atlantic as well as
current relations. What narratives make up the foundation for contemporary cooperation? How are
historical relations and narratives being reinterpreted today? How do postcolonial relations affect
decision-making concerning natural resources? How do North Atlantic communities envision the
future? A team of historians, literary theorists, art historians, ethno - graphers and culture and
communication scholars with profound insight into the histories, languages and cultures of the
North Atlantic have collaborated on this study of the North Atlantic countries as an emerging new
center in the North. Foundations that made this publication possible: Carlsberg Foundation

what language in greenland: Smithsonian Institution, Bureau of Ethnology , 1887

what language in greenland: Autonomy, Sovereignty, and Self-Determination Hurst
Hannum, 2011-10-12 Demands for autonomy or minority rights have given rise to conflicts, often
violent, in every region of the world and under every political system. Through an analysis of
contemporary international legal norms and an examination of several specific case
studies—including Hong Kong, India, the transnational problems of the Kurds and Saamis,
Nicaragua, Northern Ireland, Spain, Sri Lanka, and the Sudan—this book identifies a framework in
which ethnic, religious, and regional conflicts can be addressed.

what language in greenland: The Indigenous World 2001/2002 Diana Vinding, 2002 This
document contains the English and Spanish texts of an annual publication which examines political,
social, environmental, and educational issues concerning indigenous peoples around the world in
2001-02. Part 1 describes current situations and events in 11 world regions: the Arctic; North
America; Mexico and Central America; South America; Australia and the Pacific; east and southeast
Asia; south Asia; and four sections of Africa. In general, indigenous peoples worldwide were dealing
with issues related to land rights, self-determination, relations between central government and
indigenous communities, outright oppression and violence, environmental destruction by economic
development projects, communal rights, women's rights, access to appropriate education and to
health care, and preservation of indigenous cultures and languages. The events of September 11
raised fears that indigenous peoples struggling for self-determination and fundamental rights would
be unjustly accused of being terrorists. Items of educational interest in the Arctic and the Americas



include ongoing debates in Greenland over the relative status of Danish and Greenlandic in the
schools; efforts to protect Saami language and culture in Sweden; inadequate U.S. federal funding
for tribal administration of schools and for necessary construction and repair of Bureau of Indian
Affairs schools; reforms in indigenous education in Guatemala; the situation of the bilingual
intercultural education system in Venezuela; efforts to protect collective intellectual property of
indigenous peoples of the Amazon region; and training of indigenous teachers in Brazil. Articles on
other regions discuss education as a tool of Chinese repression in Tibet; language issues in East
Timor, Nepal, Morocco, Ethiopia, and South Africa; nonformal education initiatives and native
language instruction for indigenous Cambodians; and language and cultural maintenance through
cultural festivals in Kenya. Part 2 reports on United Nations work on indigenous rights. (SV).

what language in greenland: Encyclopedia of Bilingualism and Bilingual Education
Colin Baker, Sylvia Prys Jones, 1998 This encyclopedia is divided into three sections: individual
bilingualism; bilingualism in society and bilingual education. It includes many pictures, graphs, maps
and diagrams. The book concludes with a comprehensive bibliography on bilingualism.

what language in greenland: Atlas of the World's Languages R.E. Asher, Christopher Moseley,
2018-04-19 Three separate chapters on the languages of the Americas: North America,
Meso-America and South America, with key historical maps for America fully updated The only
language atlas of this scope available Internationally renowned chapter editors and contributors A
key reference for language, linguistics and anthropology departments Special pre-publication price
of £325

what language in greenland: Greenland David C. King, 2009 Celebrates the diversity of life
through the exploration of cultures around the world.

what language in greenland: Does the Nordic Region Speak with a Forked Tongue? Karin
Arvidsson, 2012 Why is it impossible to talk Swedish while queuing for a hamburger on a Friday
night in Helsinki without getting into a fight, despite Swedish being an official language in Finland?
The Queen of Denmark, the Government Minister, the Nobel Prize winner and the young
editor-in-chief all have an intense relationship with language. In this book, they - along with a
number of other people with a keen interest in language - talk about how language has shaped their
lives, both private and professional. Language affects people - it engages and provokes. And power
lies in language. Icelanders and Finns only have access to translated and interpreted material if they
have not learned a Scandinavian language. Does the way we handle language in Nordic
collaboration mean that we are creating ademocratic deficit? How are we affected by tradition on
the one hand and by the accelerating change brought about by globalisation on the other? Is it a
question of generational boundaries? Would young people in Nordic countries rather speak English
than Norwegian? These are some of the issues touched upon in this book.

what language in greenland: Ultimate Island Travel - Greenland And Iceland Herbert Howard,
2013-10-30 Iceland - “The Land Of Fire And Ice”...... Greenland - “The Land of the
Greenlanders”...... Two very beautiful and unusual places to see...... Some of the subjects discussed
in the book: When To Go To Iceland, Main Towns In Iceland, Things To See And Do In Iceland, When
To Go To Greenland, Largest Glaciers, Main Towns In Greenland, Things To See And Do In
Greenland, Festival Of Snow Sculptures and of course lots and lots of detail.

what language in greenland: International LGBTQ+ Literature for Children and Young
Adults B.]. Epstein, Elizabeth Chapman, 2021-08-17 This edited collection explores LGBTQ+
literature for young readers around the world, and connects this literature to greater societal,
political, linguistic, historical, and cultural concerns. It brings together contributions from across the
academic and activist spectra, looking at picture books, middle-grade books and young adult novels
to explore what is at stake when we write (or do not write) about LGBTQ+ topics for young readers.
The topics include the representation of sexualities and gender identities; depictions of queer
families; censorship; links between culture, language and sexuality/gender; translation of LGBTQ+
literature for young readers; and self-publishing. It is the first collection to expand the study of
LGBTQ+ literature for young readers beyond the English-speaking world and to draw cross-cultural



comparisons.
what language in greenland: Library of Congress Subject Headings Library of Congress, 2012
what language in greenland: One Thousand Languages Peter Austin, 2008 Presents an
overview of the living, endangered, and extinct languages of the world, providing the total number of
speakers of the language, its history, and maps of the geographic areas where it is presently spoken
or where it was spoken in the past.
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