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A Short History of Indians in Canada: Tracing the Journey of a Vibrant
Community

a short history of indians in canada reveals a story rich with resilience,
cultural exchange, and the ongoing quest for identity and belonging. The
Indian community in Canada, often referred to as Indo-Canadians, has grown to
become one of the most vibrant and influential ethnic groups in the country.
But how did this community come to be? What challenges did early Indian
immigrants face, and how has their presence shaped Canadian society today?
Let’s dive into the fascinating history and evolution of Indians in Canada.

Early Arrivals: The Beginnings of Indian
Migration

The story of Indians in Canada begins in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, a time when migration from the Indian subcontinent was just
starting to take shape. The earliest Indian immigrants were mostly men from
the Punjab region, many of whom came seeking economic opportunities and
adventure. They arrived primarily on Canada’s west coast, particularly in
British Columbia.

Initial Challenges and Discrimination

Life was far from easy for these pioneers. The early Indian immigrants
encountered significant racial discrimination and legal barriers. For
instance, they were often denied the right to vote, faced restrictions on
land ownership, and were excluded from many social and economic opportunities
available to other Canadians. The infamous Komagata Maru incident of 1914
highlights these challenges—a ship carrying Indian immigrants was turned away
from Vancouver, symbolizing the harsh immigration policies designed to
restrict non-European settlers.

Despite these hurdles, the early Indian community persevered, forming tight-
knit enclaves and maintaining their cultural heritage through religious
institutions, community centers, and social gatherings.

Post-World War II: Changes in Immigration
Policies and Community Growth

The period following World War II marked a turning point in the history of
Indians in Canada. The Canadian government began to slowly relax its
restrictive immigration policies, motivated by labor shortages and changing
attitudes toward race and diversity.



The Shift in Immigration Patterns

Starting in the 1950s and 1960s, Canada witnessed an increase in immigrants
from India, including professionals, students, and families. This wave was
more diverse geographically and socioeconomically compared to the early
Punjabi settlers. Indians from various regions of India, including Gujarat,
Tamil Nadu, and Kerala, began to arrive, enriching the cultural mosaic of the
Indo-Canadian community.

Building Institutions and Cultural Identity

With growing numbers, Indians in Canada established various cultural,
religious, and social organizations. Gurdwaras (Sikh temples), Hindu temples,
and mosques became centers of community life, helping new immigrants maintain
their traditions while integrating into Canadian society. These institutions
also played a critical role in advocacy, education, and support for
newcomers.

The Modern Era: Indo-Canadians Today

Today, the Indian community in Canada is a thriving and integral part of the
country’s multicultural landscape. According to recent census data, Indians
form one of the largest visible minority groups in Canada, with vibrant
populations in cities like Toronto, Vancouver, Calgary, and Edmonton.

Economic and Social Contributions

Indo-Canadians have made significant contributions across various sectors,
including technology, healthcare, business, politics, and the arts. Many have
become successful entrepreneurs, professionals, and elected officials,
shaping Canadian society in meaningful ways. This success is often attributed
to the community’s strong emphasis on education, family values, and cultural
pride.

Maintaining Cultural Heritage in a Multicultural
Society

While integration into Canadian society is important, preserving cultural
identity remains a priority for many Indo-Canadians. Festivals such as
Diwali, Vaisakhi, and Holi are celebrated with enthusiasm across the country,
bringing together people from diverse backgrounds. The blend of Indian
traditions with Canadian values has created a unique cultural synergy that
enriches both the community and the nation at large.

Challenges and Opportunities Ahead

Despite many achievements, the history of Indians in Canada also reflects



ongoing challenges. Issues such as racial profiling, immigration hurdles, and
cultural misunderstandings still affect some members of the community.
Moreover, the diverse nature of the Indian diaspora means that experiences
vary widely, with some groups facing more obstacles than others.

Encouraging Inclusion and Representation

Efforts to promote inclusivity and representation continue to grow. Indo-
Canadian organizations and activists work tirelessly to address systemic
inequalities and promote awareness about the community’s contributions and
concerns. Education and dialogue remain essential tools in fostering mutual
respect and understanding.

Advice for New Immigrants

For newcomers from India, navigating life in Canada can be both exciting and
challenging. Here are a few tips to help ease the transition:

Connect with community groups: Joining cultural and religious
organizations can provide support and a sense of belonging.

Embrace multiculturalism: Canada prides itself on diversity—learning
about other cultures enriches your experience.

Focus on education and skills: Pursuing educational opportunities and
upgrading skills can open doors to better jobs.

Be patient and resilient: Integration takes time; maintaining a positive
outlook helps overcome challenges.

Understanding the roots and evolution of the Indian community in Canada
offers valuable insights into how a small group of early immigrants blossomed
into a dynamic and influential population. Their history is not just a tale
of migration but also one of adaptation, perseverance, and mutual enrichment.
As Canada continues to grow as a multicultural nation, the story of Indians
in Canada remains a testament to the power of diversity and the enduring
human spirit.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the Indian Act in the
history of Indians in Canada?

The Indian Act, first enacted in 1876, is a Canadian federal law that governs
many aspects of the lives of Indigenous peoples in Canada, including status,
governance, and land. It has been a source of controversy due to its
restrictive policies and has significantly shaped the relationship between
Indigenous peoples and the Canadian government.



How did the arrival of European settlers impact the
Indigenous peoples in Canada?

The arrival of European settlers led to significant disruptions in the lives
of Indigenous peoples in Canada, including displacement, loss of traditional
lands, exposure to new diseases, and changes to their social and economic
structures. This period marked the beginning of colonization and many
challenges for Indigenous communities.

What role did Indigenous peoples play in the
development of Canada?

Indigenous peoples played a crucial role in the development of Canada by
acting as guides, traders, and allies to European settlers. They contributed
their knowledge of the land, participated in the fur trade, and helped shape
the cultural and political landscape of the country.

How have Indigenous peoples in Canada worked to
preserve their cultures and languages?

Indigenous peoples in Canada have actively worked to preserve their cultures
and languages through initiatives such as language revitalization programs,
cultural education, traditional ceremonies, and advocacy for Indigenous
rights and recognition within Canadian society.

What are some key milestones in the modern history of
Indigenous peoples in Canada?

Key milestones include the 1969 White Paper rejection, the establishment of
Indigenous self-government agreements, the creation of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission (2008-2015), and recent legal victories affirming
Indigenous land rights and sovereignty.

Additional Resources
**A Short History of Indians in Canada: Tracing the Journey and
Contributions**

a short history of indians in canada unveils a complex narrative of
migration, adaptation, and cultural integration that spans over a century.
This story reflects not only the challenges and achievements of Indian
immigrants but also their profound impact on the Canadian social, economic,
and cultural landscapes. Understanding this history requires a nuanced
examination of migration patterns, governmental policies, community
developments, and the evolving identity of Indians in Canada.

Early Migration and Settlement Patterns

The initial waves of Indian migration to Canada began in the late 19th and
early 20th centuries, primarily involving Sikh men from the Punjab region.
These early immigrants were attracted by employment opportunities in
industries such as forestry, agriculture, and the construction of the



Canadian Pacific Railway. However, the number of Indian immigrants was
limited due to restrictive immigration policies and racial discrimination
prevalent at the time.

The 1908 Continuous Journey Regulation, for instance, effectively barred
Indian immigrants by requiring that passengers travel directly from their
country of origin—a near impossibility given the travel routes of the era.
This policy was a clear attempt to curb the influx of non-European
immigrants, reflecting the racial biases that shaped Canadian immigration
policies. Despite these barriers, small Indian communities began to take
root, primarily in British Columbia.

The Komagata Maru Incident: A Landmark Event

One of the most significant episodes in the history of Indians in Canada is
the Komagata Maru incident of 1914. A ship carrying 376 passengers, mostly
Sikhs from India, arrived in Vancouver but was denied entry under the
Continuous Journey Regulation. The passengers were forced to return to India,
where many faced persecution. This incident highlighted the systemic racism
embedded in Canadian immigration policies and galvanized early activism
within the Indian diaspora.

Post-World War II Changes and Increased
Immigration

Following World War II, Canada’s immigration policies began to slowly evolve.
The demand for labor and a shift towards more inclusive policies allowed for
increased immigration from India. The 1960s marked a pivotal period when the
Canadian government introduced a points-based immigration system, which
prioritized skills and education over race and nationality. This shift opened
the doors for a broader range of Indian immigrants, including professionals,
students, and families.

The Indian population in Canada grew significantly during the latter half of
the 20th century, with many settling in urban centers such as Toronto,
Vancouver, and Calgary. These cities became hubs for Indian culture,
business, and social life, contributing to Canada’s multicultural mosaic.

Socio-economic Contributions and Community
Development

Indians in Canada have made substantial contributions across various sectors.
The professional class includes doctors, engineers, academics, and
entrepreneurs who have played vital roles in the Canadian economy. The growth
of Indian-owned businesses, particularly in technology, retail, and
hospitality, underscores the community’s economic impact.

At the same time, Indian cultural festivals, religious institutions, and
media outlets have flourished, promoting cultural preservation and
intercultural dialogue. Events such as Diwali celebrations attract diverse
audiences, reflecting the integration and acceptance of Indian traditions
within Canadian society.



Challenges and Social Dynamics

Despite these successes, the Indian community in Canada has faced challenges
related to integration, identity, and occasional discrimination. The early
years were marked by social exclusion and legislative barriers, while more
recent immigrants sometimes encounter difficulties related to credential
recognition and employment opportunities.

Intergenerational differences also shape the community’s dynamics, with
younger Canadians of Indian descent navigating the balance between cultural
heritage and Canadian identity. Issues surrounding representation in politics
and media continue to evolve as the community grows.

Policy Impact and Multiculturalism

Canada’s adoption of official multiculturalism in 1971 has provided a
framework that supports ethnic diversity and inclusion. This policy has
benefited Indian Canadians by fostering an environment where cultural
expression is encouraged and protected. However, debates continue around the
extent to which multiculturalism addresses systemic inequalities and promotes
true social cohesion.

Pros of Multiculturalism: Promotes cultural diversity, encourages social
inclusion, and enriches Canadian society.

Cons of Multiculturalism: Can lead to social fragmentation if not
accompanied by integration efforts, and may mask underlying
discrimination issues.

Demographics and Contemporary Trends

Today, Indians represent one of the fastest-growing ethnic groups in Canada.
According to the 2021 Canadian Census, over 1.4 million Canadians identify as
having Indian ethnic origins. This demographic shift is propelled by
continued immigration, high birth rates, and the community’s strong emphasis
on education and professional advancement.

The majority of Indian Canadians reside in Ontario and British Columbia, with
significant populations contributing to the economic and cultural vitality of
cities like Toronto, Surrey, and Vancouver. The diaspora’s increasing
political engagement is evident in the election of Indian-origin
representatives at municipal, provincial, and federal levels.

Indian Diaspora and Transnational Connections

The Indian community in Canada maintains robust transnational ties, fostering
economic, cultural, and familial connections with India. Remittances,
business investments, and cultural exchanges exemplify this ongoing
relationship. Moreover, Canadian Indians often play pivotal roles in shaping



bilateral relations between the two countries.

The Future Outlook

As Canada continues to evolve as a multicultural nation, the Indian
community’s role is expected to expand in various spheres. Educational
attainment and entrepreneurial spirit position Indian Canadians to contribute
to innovation and economic growth. Meanwhile, ongoing dialogues about
inclusion and equity will shape the community’s experience and integration.

The history of Indians in Canada is not merely a narrative of migration but a
testament to resilience, adaptation, and mutual enrichment. It reflects
broader themes of immigration, identity, and nation-building that continue to
influence Canada’s societal fabric.
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  a short history of indians in canada: A Short History of Indians in Canada Thomas King, 2013
  a short history of indians in canada: A Short History Of Indians In Canada Thomas King,
2006-08-15 Acclaimed author Thomas King is in fabulous, fantastical form in this bestselling short
story collection. From the surreal migrations of the title story to the misadventures of Coyote in the
modern world and the chaos of a baby's unexpected arrival by airmail, King's tales are deft, hilarious
and provocative. A National Post and Quill & Quire bestseller, and an Amazon.ca Top Pick for 2005,
A Short History of Indians in Canada is a comic tour de force.
  a short history of indians in canada: The Routledge Introduction to the Canadian Short Story
Maria Löschnigg, 2022-12-30 This volume aims to introduce undergraduates, graduates, and general
readers to the diversity and richness of Canadian short story writing and to the narrative potential of
short fiction in general. Addressing a wide spectrum of forms and themes, the book will familiarise
readers with the development and cultural significance of Canadian short fiction from the early 19th
century to the present. A strong focus will be on the rich reservoir of short fiction produced in the
past four decades and the way in which it has responded to the anxieties and crises of our time.
Drawing on current critical debates, each chapter will highlight the interrelations between Canadian
short fiction and historical and socio-cultural developments. Case studies will zoom in on specific
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examination of exemplary stories by prominent writers such as Margaret Atwood and Alice Munro.
  a short history of indians in canada: A short history of Canada C.L. Thomson, 1911
  a short history of indians in canada: A Short History of Canada Desmond Morton,
2008-11-19 Most of us know bits and pieces of our history but would like to be more sure of how it
all fits together. The trick is to find a history that is so absorbing you will want to read it from
beginning to end. With this book, Desmond Morton, one of Canada’s most noted and highly
respected historians, shows how the choices we can make at the dawn of the 21st century have been
shaped by history. Morton is keenly aware of the links connecting our present, our past, and our
future, and in one compact and engrossing volume he pulls off the remarkable feat of bringing it all
together – from the First Nations before the arrival of the Europeans to the failure of the
Charlottetown accord and Jean Chretien’s third term as prime minister. His acute observations on
the Diefenbaker era, the effects of the post-war influx of immigrants, the flag debate, the baby boom,
the Trudeau years and the constitutional crisis, the Quebec referendum, and the rise of the Canadian
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  a short history of indians in canada: A Short History of the Canadian People George Bryce,
1887
  a short history of indians in canada: Double-Voicing the Canadian Short Story Laurie
Kruk, 2016-05-27 Double-Voicing the Canadian Short Story is the first comparative study of eight
internationally and nationally acclaimed writers of short fiction: Sandra Birdsell, Timothy Findley,
Jack Hodgins, Thomas King, Alistair MacLeod, Olive Senior, Carol Shields and Guy Vanderhaeghe.
With the 2013 Nobel Prize for Literature going to Alice Munro, the “master of the contemporary
short story,” this art form is receiving the recognition that has been its due and—as this book
demonstrates—Canadian writers have long excelled in it. From theme to choice of narrative
perspective, from emphasis on irony, satire and parody to uncovering the multiple layers that make
up contemporary Canadian English, the short story provides a powerful vehicle for a distinctively
Canadian “double-voicing”. The stories discussed here are compelling reflections on our most
intimate roles and relationships and Kruk offers a thoughtful juxtaposition of themes of gender,
mothers and sons, family storytelling, otherness in Canada and the politics of identity to name but a
few. As a multi-author study, Double-Voicing the Canadian Short Story is broad in scope and its
readings are valuable to Canadian literature as a whole, making the book of interest to students of
Canadian literature or the short story, and to readers of both. Published in English.
  a short history of indians in canada: Thomas King Eva Gruber, 2012 Thomas King is one of
North America's foremost Native writers, best known for his novels, including Green Grass, Running
Water, for the DreadfulWater mysteries, and for collections of short stories such as One Good Story,
That One and A Short History of Indians in Canada. But King is also a poet, a literary and cultural
critic, and a noted filmmaker, photographer, and scriptwriter and performer for radio. His career
and oeuvre have been validated by literary awards and by the inclusion of his writing in college and
university curricula. Critical responses to King's work have been abundant, yet most of this criticism
consists of journal articles, and to date only one book-length study of his work exists. Thomas King:
Works and Impact fills this gap by providing an up-to-date, comprehensive overview of all major
aspects of King's oeuvre as well as its reception and influence. It brings together expert scholars to
discuss King's role in and impact on Native literature and its processes of canonization and to offer
in-depth analyses of his multifaceted body of work. The volume will be of interest to students and
scholars of literature, English, and Native American studies, and to King aficionados.
  a short history of indians in canada: Humor in Contemporary Native North American
Literature Eva Gruber, 2008 Encompassing view of humor in recent Native North American
literature, with particular focus on Native self-image and identity. In contrast to the popular clich of
the stoic Indian, humor has always been important in Native North American cultures. Recent
Native literature testifies to the centrality of this tradition. Yet literary criticism has so farlargely
neglected these humorous aspects, instead frequently choosing to concentrate on representations of
trauma and cultural disruption, at the risk of reducing Native characters and Native cultures to the



position of the tragicvictim. This first comprehensive study explores the use of humor in today's
Native writing, focusing on a wide variety of texts spanning all genres. It combines concepts from
cultural studies and humor studies with approaches byNative thinkers and critics, analyzing the
possible effects of humorous forms of representation on the self-image and identity formation of
Native individuals and Native cultures. Humor emerges as an indispensable tool for engaging with
existing stereotypes: Native writers subvert degrading clich s of the Indian from within, reimagining
Nativeness in a celebration of laughing survivors, decolonizing the minds of both Native and
non-native readers, andcontributing to a renewal of Native cultural identity. This book will be of
interest to scholars and students of Native Studies both literary and cultural. Due to its
encompassing approach, it will also provide a point of entry for the wider readership interested in
contemporary Native writing. Eva Gruber is Assistant Professor in the American Studies section of
the Department of Literature at the University of Konstanz, Germany.
  a short history of indians in canada: A Short History of the State in Canada E.A. Heaman,
2015-01-01 A concise, elegant survey of a complex aspect of Canadian history, A Short History of the
State in Canada examines the theory and reality of governance within Canada's distinctive political
heritage: a combination of Indigenous, French, and British traditions, American statism and
anti-statism, and diverse, practical experiments and experiences. E.A. Heaman takes the reader
through the development of the state in both principle and practice, examining Indigenous forms of
government before European contact; the interplay of French and British colonial institutions before
and after the Conquest of New France; the creation of the nineteenth-century liberal state; and,
finally, the rise and reconstitution of the modern social welfare state. Moving beyond the history of
institutions to include the development of political cultures and social politics, A Short History of the
State in Canada is a valuable introduction to the topic for political scientists, historians, and anyone
interested in Canada's past and present.
  a short history of indians in canada: A short history and description of the Ojibbeway Indians
now on a visit to England Ojibwa Indians, 1844
  a short history of indians in canada: Travelling Knowledges Renate Eigenbrod, 2005 In the
context of de/colonization, the boundary between an Aboriginal text and the analysis by a
non-Aboriginal outsider poses particular challenges often constructed as unbridgeable. Eigenbrod
argues that politically correct silence is not the answer but instead does a disservice to the literature
that, like all literature, depends on being read, taught, and disseminated in various ways. In
Travelling Knowledges, Eigenbrod suggests decolonizing strategies when approaching Aboriginal
texts as an outsider and challenges conventional notions of expertise. She concludes that literatures
of colonized peoples have to be read ethically, not only without colonial impositions of labels but also
with the responsibility to read beyond the text or, in Lee Maracle's words, to become the architect of
great social transformation. Features the works of: Jeannette Armstrong (Okanagan), Louise Halfe
(Cree), Margo Kane (Saulteaux/Cree), Maurice Kenny (Mohawk), Thomas King (Cherokee, living in
Canada), Emma LaRocque (Cree/Metis), Lee Maracle (Sto: lo/Metis), Ruby Slipperjack (Anishnaabe),
Lorne Simon (Miikmaq), Richard Wagamese (Anishnaabe), and Emma Lee Warrior (Peigan)
  a short history of indians in canada: Literary Value/ Cultural Power Lynette Hunter, 2001
Hunter examines the marginalised verbal arts, written and spoken texts that don't fit the
conventional patterns, such as e-mail, letters, diaries, writing and speaking from the Black diaspora,
women's writing and electronic texts.
  a short history of indians in canada: History of Literature in Canada Reingard M. Nischik,
2008 The development of literature in Canada with an eye to its multicultural, multiethnic,
multilingual nature. From modest colonial beginnings, literature in Canada has arrived at the center
stage of world literature. Works by English-Canadian writers -- both established writers such as
Margaret Atwood and new talents such as Yann Martel -- make regular appearances on international
bestseller lists. French-Canadian literature has also found its own voice in the North American and
francophone worlds. CanLit has likewise developed into a staple of academic interest, pursued in
Canadian Studies programs in Canada and around the world. This volume draws on the expertise of



scholars from Canada, Germany, Austria, and France, tracing Canadian literature from the
indigenous oral tradition to thedevelopment of English-Canadian and French-Canadian literature
since colonial times. Conceiving of Canada as a single but multifaceted culture, it accounts for
specific characteristics of English- and French-Canadian literatures, such as the vital role of the
short story in English Canada or that of the chanson in French Canada. Yet special attention is also
paid to Aboriginal literature and to the pronounced transcultural, ethnically diverse character
ofmuch contemporary Canadian literature, thus moving clearly beyond the traditions of the two
founding nations. Contributors: Reingard M. Nischik, Eva Gruber, Iain M. Higgins, Guy Laflèche,
Dorothee Scholl, Gwendolyn Davies, Tracy Ware, Fritz Peter Kirsch, Julia Breitbach, Lorraine York,
Marta Dvorak, Jerry Wasserman, Ursula Mathis-Moser, Doris G. Eibl, Rolf Lohse, Sherrill Grace,
Caroline Rosenthal, Martin Kuester, Nicholas Bradley, Anne Nothof, Georgiana Banita, Gilles
Dupuis, and Andrea Oberhuber. Reingard M. Nischik is Professor of American Literature at the
University of Constance, Germany.
  a short history of indians in canada: A Short History Of Indians In Canada Thomas King,
2012-10-23 The titular story of Thomas King’s acclaimed anthology, “A Short History of Indians in
Canada” is a reimagining of Native history, set in the big city. A Short History of Indians in Canada,
the bestselling collection of twenty tales, is a comic tour de force, showing King at his hilarious and
provocative best. HarperCollins brings great works of literature to life in digital format, upholding
the highest standards in ebook production and celebrating reading in all its forms. Look for more
titles in the HarperCollins short-stories collection to build your digital library.
  a short history of indians in canada: Nation-Building, Education and Culture in India and
Canada K. Gayithri, B. Hariharan, Suchorita Chattopadhyay, 2019-09-10 This volume provides
comparative perspectives on issues related to education, culture, sustainable development and
nation-building in India and Canada. It takes cognizance of current research in Indo-Canadian
comparative studies and is meant to facilitate further research in these areas. It importantly
highlights the trends and growth areas in comparative social science and humanities research
between the countries. The chapters in this volume discuss the research that scholars have recently
undertaken in both countries and the impact that such comparative research has on developing
partnerships, learning methodologies, and socio-cultural narratives that empower interdisciplinary
research. The chapter authors take up important issues related to community college development,
mental health in education, multilingual education, indigenous populations and their education and
development. They discuss issues related to bilateral and foreign trade agreements as well as
policies of the two countries on climate change research. Lastly, they discuss indigenous
performance cultures and sports in the two countries and the long history of migration from India to
Canada. The volume is of interest to a wide readership from the humanities and social sciences,
particularly readers interested in Indo-Canadian scholarship.
  a short history of indians in canada: Encyclopedia of American Indian Literature Jennifer
McClinton-Temple, Alan Velie, 2015-04-22 Presents an encyclopedia of American Indian literature in
an alphabetical format listing authors and their works.
  a short history of indians in canada: Krieg und Literatur / War and Literature Vol. IX
2003 , 2005 Den Schwerpunkt dieser Ausgabe von Krieg und Literatur bilden die BeitrÃ¤ge von
Nicolas BeauprÃ©, Christian Ernst, Helmut Peitsch und GÃnter SchÃtz zur internationalen
Konferenz Literatur und Krieg in der deutsch-franzÃ¶sischen Geschichte. Mahmoud Al-Ali, Jens
Steutermann und Uwe Zagratzki beschÃ¤ftigen sich ebenfalls mit literarischen ReprÃ¤sentationen
des Ersten Weltkrieges. Ein Beitrag zu George W. Bushs Address to the Nation vom Vorabend des
Golfkrieges rundet das Jahrbuch ab. Der Informationsteil bietet Rezensionen und Kurzmeldungen zu
Neuerscheinungen auf dem Gebiet Krieg und Medien sowie die Bibliographie der ca. 800 im Jahr
2000 publizierten literatur-, sprach-, geschichts-, film- und kunstwissenschaftlichen Titel zum Thema
(mit einem Sachindex).
  a short history of indians in canada: Translating Canada Luise von Flotow, Reingard M.
Nischik, 2007-10-25 In the last thirty years of the twentieth century, Canadian federal governments



offered varying degrees of support for literary and other artistic endeavour. A corollary of this
patronage of culture at home was an effort to make the resulting works available for audiences
elsewhere in the world. Current developments in the study of translation and its influence as cultural
transfer have made possible new assessments of such efforts to project a national image abroad.
Translating Canada examines cultural materials exported by Canada in addition to those selected for
acquisition by German publishers, theatres, and other culture brokers. It also considers the
motivations of particular translators and the reception by German reviewers of works by a wide
variety of Canadian writers -- novelists and poets, playwrights and children's authors, literary and
social critics. Above all, the book maps for its readers a number of significant, though frequently
unsuspected, roles that translation assumes in the intercultural negotiation of national images and
values. The chapters in this collection will be of value to students, teachers, and scholars in a
number of fields. Informed lay readers, too, will appreciate the authors’ insights into the different
ways in which translation has contributed to German reception of Canadian books and culture.
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