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History of North Carolina at a Glance: Unfolding Centuries of Rich Heritage

history of north carolina at its core is a tapestry woven with stories of indigenous peoples,
European explorers, colonial struggles, revolutionary fervor, and evolving cultural landscapes.
Exploring the history of North Carolina at various points in time reveals a fascinating journey that
shaped not only the state but also contributed significantly to the broader narrative of American
history. Whether you’re a history enthusiast, a student, or simply curious about this vibrant state,
understanding the layers of North Carolina’s past offers valuable insights into its present identity.

Early Beginnings: Indigenous Peoples and First
Encounters

Before European settlers arrived, the area now known as North Carolina was home to diverse Native
American tribes. Among the most prominent were the Cherokee, Tuscarora, and Catawba peoples.
These tribes lived in well-established communities, cultivating the land, hunting, and engaging in
trade.

The Richness of Native Cultures

The indigenous peoples of North Carolina developed complex societies with distinct languages,
traditions, and governance systems. The Cherokee, for example, were known for their sophisticated
political structure and vibrant arts, which included pottery and weaving. Understanding this aspect
of North Carolina's history at the foundation stage is crucial, as it sets the context for later
interactions and conflicts.

European Exploration and Early Settlements

The history of North Carolina at the dawn of European contact begins with expeditions in the late
15th and early 16th centuries. Explorers such as Giovanni da Verrazzano and Sir Walter Raleigh
ventured along the Atlantic coast, paving the way for future colonization. Raleigh’s attempts to
establish the Roanoke Colony in the 1580s, famously known as the "Lost Colony," remain one of the
most intriguing mysteries in American history.

Colonial North Carolina: Growth Amid Challenges

As the 17th century progressed, permanent settlements took root. The history of North Carolina at
this colonial phase showcases a region marked by both opportunity and hardship. Settlers were
drawn by fertile land and the promise of prosperity but faced obstacles like difficult terrain, conflicts
with Native Americans, and political struggles.



Economic Foundations: Agriculture and Trade

Agriculture was the backbone of colonial North Carolina’s economy. Tobacco emerged as a key cash
crop, supplemented by rice and indigo in coastal areas. The state’s extensive coastline facilitated
trade, both legal and illicit, linking North Carolina to the Caribbean and Europe. These economic
activities not only shaped daily life but also influenced social hierarchies and labor systems,
including the use of enslaved Africans.

Political Development and the Path to Statehood

The colony’s political scene was dynamic, with settlers pushing for self-governance while remaining
under British control. The history of North Carolina at this stage includes participation in the
growing unrest that preceded the American Revolution. Notably, the Halifax Resolves of 1776 were
a bold declaration by the colony to support independence from Britain, underscoring North
Carolina’s early commitment to the revolutionary cause.

North Carolina During the American Revolution and
Early Republic

The revolutionary period was transformative. The history of North Carolina at this critical juncture
reflects a community deeply engaged in the fight for independence, contributing soldiers, resources,
and political leadership to the cause.

Military Contributions and Key Battles

North Carolina played a pivotal role in the Southern campaign of the Revolutionary War. The Battle
of Guilford Courthouse in 1781, though technically a British victory, inflicted heavy losses that
weakened British forces and helped turn the tide of the war. Local militias and leaders like General
Nathanael Greene are celebrated for their strategic impact.

Post-War Growth and Challenges

Following independence, North Carolina faced the task of rebuilding and defining its role within the
new United States. The history of North Carolina at this point includes debates over the adoption of
the U.S. Constitution, with the state initially hesitant before ratifying it in 1789. The early republic
era also saw gradual economic diversification and the expansion of infrastructure.

19th Century Transformations: Expansion, Conflict, and



Change

The 1800s were a period of significant change. The history of North Carolina at this time illustrates
the complexities of growth, sectional tensions, and social upheavals that foreshadowed the Civil
War.

Economic Developments and Industrialization

While agriculture remained dominant, North Carolina began to industrialize, especially with the rise
of textile mills in the Piedmont region. Railroads expanded, connecting rural areas to markets and
fostering urban growth. These changes brought new opportunities but also social challenges,
including labor disputes and shifts in population.

The Civil War and Its Aftermath

North Carolina’s role in the Civil War was profound. The state seceded from the Union in 1861 and
contributed a large number of troops to the Confederate cause. The war’s devastation was felt
deeply, with battles fought on its soil and communities torn apart. The history of North Carolina at
this crossroads is marked by hardship but also resilience, as the state navigated Reconstruction and
the complex process of reintegration into the Union.

20th Century to Present: Modernization and Cultural
Flourishing

The history of North Carolina at the turn of the 20th century and beyond reflects a journey toward
modernization, civil rights progress, and cultural enrichment.

Economic Diversification and Urban Growth

The textile industry’s decline was offset by the rise of technology, banking, and education sectors.
Cities like Charlotte and Raleigh grew into major economic hubs, fostering innovation and attracting
diverse populations. The Research Triangle Park, established in the 1950s, became a center for
scientific research and development, symbolizing North Carolina’s forward-looking spirit.

Civil Rights Movement and Social Change

North Carolina was an important battleground for civil rights activism. From the sit-ins at
Woolworth’s lunch counter in Greensboro to broader efforts to desegregate schools and public
spaces, the state’s history at this time reveals courageous individuals and communities striving for



equality and justice.

Cultural Heritage and Tourism

Today, the history of North Carolina at its core continues to influence its vibrant culture. Historic
sites, museums, and festivals celebrate the state’s rich past. The Outer Banks, the Blue Ridge
Mountains, and colonial towns like New Bern attract visitors eager to experience the blend of
natural beauty and historical significance.

Exploring North Carolina’s past opens a window into the American story itself—a testament to
endurance, diversity, and transformation. Whether delving into colonial times, revolutionary
struggles, or contemporary achievements, the history of North Carolina at every turn offers
fascinating tales and lessons that remain relevant and inspiring.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the Lost Colony in North Carolina's
history?
The Lost Colony, established in 1587 on Roanoke Island, is significant as the first English settlement
attempt in North America. Its mysterious disappearance remains one of the greatest historical
mysteries and symbolizes early colonial challenges.

How did North Carolina contribute to the American
Revolution?
North Carolina played a crucial role in the American Revolution by providing troops, resources, and
hosting important battles such as the Battle of Guilford Courthouse in 1781, which weakened British
forces and contributed to their eventual surrender.

What role did North Carolina play in the Civil War?
North Carolina was a Confederate state during the Civil War and contributed significantly by
supplying troops, weapons, and supplies. It was the site of several battles and experienced internal
divisions between Unionist and Confederate supporters.

When and how did North Carolina become a state?
North Carolina became the 12th state of the United States on November 21, 1789, after initially
hesitating to ratify the U.S. Constitution. Its ratification helped solidify the formation of the new
nation.



What is the historical importance of the Wright Brothers' first
flight in North Carolina?
The Wright Brothers conducted the first powered, controlled airplane flight on December 17, 1903,
near Kitty Hawk, North Carolina. This event marked the beginning of modern aviation and is a key
historical milestone for the state and the world.

How did the tobacco industry shape North Carolina's history?
The tobacco industry was a major economic driver in North Carolina from the 18th century onward.
It influenced the state's economy, social structure, and labor systems, including the use of enslaved
labor and later sharecropping.

What is the historical significance of the Tuscarora people in
North Carolina?
The Tuscarora are a Native American tribe originally from North Carolina. Their history includes
resistance to European colonization, participation in the Tuscarora War (1711–1715), and eventual
migration north to join the Iroquois Confederacy.

How did the Great Depression impact North Carolina
historically?
During the Great Depression, North Carolina faced severe economic hardship, particularly in
agriculture and manufacturing. The state benefited from New Deal programs that helped modernize
infrastructure and provided relief, shaping its mid-20th-century development.

Additional Resources
History of North Carolina at a Glance: Exploring the State's Rich Past

history of north carolina at its core reveals a tapestry woven with indigenous heritage, colonial
ambitions, revolutionary fervor, and economic transformations that have shaped the state into a
significant player in the American South. Understanding this history provides valuable insights into
North Carolina’s social, cultural, and political evolution, while shedding light on how its past
influences contemporary issues and opportunities.

Early Inhabitants and Colonial Beginnings

The history of North Carolina at its earliest stage is deeply rooted in the diverse Native American
cultures that thrived long before European contact. Tribes such as the Cherokee, Tuscarora, and
Catawba established complex societies with rich traditions. Archaeological evidence shows these
indigenous peoples engaged in agriculture, hunting, and trade networks that extended across the
region.



European colonization efforts began in the 16th century, with the English establishing the first
permanent settlements in the 17th century. The Roanoke Colony, famously known as the "Lost
Colony," is a pivotal event in North Carolina’s colonial history. Although the fate of its settlers
remains a mystery, this episode underscores the challenges early colonists faced, including isolation,
hostile environments, and interactions with native populations.

Development During the Colonial Era

During the 18th century, North Carolina evolved under British colonial rule, characterized by
agricultural expansion and growing settlements. The colony’s economy relied heavily on tobacco,
rice, and naval stores, reflecting the broader Southern economic model. However, compared to
neighboring colonies like Virginia and South Carolina, North Carolina had fewer large plantations
and a more dispersed population, which influenced its social structure and political dynamics.

Additionally, the colony experienced tensions between the coastal elites and inland settlers. These
differences occasionally erupted into conflict, such as the Regulator Movement in the 1760s, where
backcountry farmers protested against corrupt local officials. This unrest illustrated early resistance
to authority and foreshadowed larger revolutionary sentiments.

North Carolina in the American Revolution and Early
Statehood

The history of North Carolina at the dawn of the American Revolution reflects a complex mixture of
loyalty, rebellion, and strategic significance. North Carolina was among the Thirteen Colonies that
sought independence from British rule. The state contributed significantly to the war effort,
supplying troops and resources, and playing host to key battles like the Battle of Guilford
Courthouse in 1781.

Despite suffering tactical losses, the British defeat at Guilford Courthouse weakened their hold on
the Southern colonies, signaling a turning point in the revolution. Post-war, North Carolina became
the 12th state to ratify the U.S. Constitution in 1789, marking its formal entry into the new nation.

Political and Economic Growth in the 19th Century

The 19th century was a period of transformation for North Carolina, marked by political debates
over slavery, states’ rights, and economic modernization. The state’s economy remained largely
agrarian, with cotton and tobacco plantations dominating the Piedmont and Coastal Plain regions.
However, industrialization began to take root, especially with the rise of textile mills in the late
1800s.

Politically, North Carolina’s history during this era is intertwined with the broader tensions that led
to the Civil War. The state initially hesitated to join the Confederacy but eventually seceded in 1861.
The war brought devastation to North Carolina’s infrastructure and population, and its aftermath
ushered in the Reconstruction era, which sought to redefine social and political relationships in the



state.

The Impact of Reconstruction and the 20th Century

The history of North Carolina at the turn of the 20th century reflects struggles with rebuilding,
racial tensions, and industrial progress. Reconstruction policies aimed to integrate formerly
enslaved African Americans into civic life, but the rise of Jim Crow laws reversed many gains,
enforcing racial segregation and disenfranchisement.

Economically, North Carolina experienced significant growth through manufacturing, particularly
textiles, furniture, and tobacco processing. Cities like Charlotte and Raleigh expanded rapidly,
becoming centers of commerce and culture. Education also improved with the establishment of
institutions such as the University of North Carolina, which played a vital role in fostering
intellectual growth.

Social Movements and Civil Rights

Mid-20th century North Carolina witnessed active participation in the Civil Rights Movement. The
struggle for racial equality manifested in protests, legal battles, and community organizing,
especially in urban areas. Notably, the 1960 Greensboro sit-ins, initiated by four African American
students at a segregated lunch counter, sparked a nationwide wave of sit-in protests challenging
segregation.

These efforts gradually dismantled institutional segregation, reshaping the social fabric of North
Carolina. The state’s history in this regard is a testament to the resilience and activism of its citizens
confronting systemic injustice.

Modern North Carolina: Economic Diversification and
Cultural Renaissance

Contemporary North Carolina stands as a testament to the evolving history of North Carolina at the
crossroads of tradition and innovation. The state’s economy has diversified beyond its agricultural
and manufacturing roots, embracing technology, finance, and education sectors. The Research
Triangle Park, established in the 1950s, symbolizes this shift by fostering collaboration between
universities and industries, making North Carolina a hub for research and development.

Culturally, the state celebrates a rich heritage that includes Appalachian traditions, coastal
influences, and urban creativity. Festivals, museums, and historical sites preserve and promote
awareness of North Carolina’s multifaceted history.

Challenges and Opportunities Ahead



While North Carolina has made significant strides, it also faces ongoing challenges linked to its
historical legacy. Issues such as economic inequality, racial disparities, and environmental concerns
persist. Understanding the history of North Carolina at every stage—from indigenous roots through
modern development—is crucial for addressing these challenges effectively.

The state’s commitment to education, infrastructure, and inclusive growth offers promising avenues
for future progress. By critically engaging with its past, North Carolina continues to redefine its
identity in an increasingly globalized world.
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  history of north carolina at: A Nutshell History of North Carolina Ben Fortson, 2011-04-29 A
concise illustrated history of North Carolina, from its dubious beginnings as a pirate-filled colony to
a popular tourist destination. Author and illustrator Ben Fortson presents North Carolina’s history in
the form of off-the-wall anecdotes, poignant insights and sublimely silly illustrations. Take a hilarious
look at Daniel Boone’s larger-than-life Carolina personality. Peruse an uproarious account of the
Andrew Jackson birthplace controversy or politically astute commentary on the power of tobacco in
the state. Fortson takes readers on a side-splitting and educational ride through the annals of Tar
Heel State history. “This will be the most fun North Carolina history book you will ever read, and it
will have many students across the state wishing it were part of the curriculum. . . . Ben Fortson
travels from the state’s piratical beginnings to its growth as the “The New “Old North State”” via
2015. Told and illustrated in a series of humorous and entertaining vignettes, Fortson shows a flair
for the funny—and education.” —Mountain Times
  history of north carolina at: Confederate Military History - North Carolina Part 2 John
Rigdon,
  history of north carolina at: Confederate Military History - North Carolina Part 1 D. H.
Hill, Jr.,
  history of north carolina at: North Carolina Kristi Lew, 2010-08-15 Nestled in the Appalachian
mountains, North Carolina has always been at the crossroads of American history. Both
Revolutionary War and Civil War battles were fought on its soil, And The state underwent many
changes from its inception To The present day. This accessible, informative book will guide the
reader through the state's absorbing history. Students will learn about plant and animal life,
geography, famous residents, and details about the state's government. Full color photographs and
eye-catching design will make this a favorite go-to source on beautiful North Carolina
  history of north carolina at: History of North Carolina Francis Lister Hawks, 1859
  history of north carolina at: Dictionary of North Carolina Biography William S. Powell,
2000-11-09 The most comprehensive state project of its kind, the Dictionary provides information on
some 4,000 notable North Carolinians whose accomplishments and occasional misdeeds span four
centuries. Much of the bibliographic information found in the six volumes has been compiled for the
first time. All of the persons included are deceased. They are native North Carolinians, no matter
where they made the contributions for which they are noted, or non-natives whose contributions
were made in North Carolina.
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  history of north carolina at: History of North Carolina F. L. Hawks, 1857
  history of north carolina at: Southern Cultures: 2011 Music Issue, Enhanced Ebook
Harry L. Watson, Jocelyn Neal, 2011-12-01 The Music Issue enhanced eBook include all the tracks
on our special CD and: The tell-all letter from a teenage girl who kissed—and kissed—Elvis Presley
How corruption and greed made the Jacksonville music scene Gretchen Wilson, country music's
Redneck Woman The invaluable social spaces of African American record stores Bobby Rush,
bluesman-plus Where Opryland resides in hearts, minds, and souls Backstage with the Avett
Brothers, Doc Watson, Tift Merritt, Southern Culture on the Skids, the Carolina Chocolate Drops,
Johnny Cash, and more great artists. This enhanced eBook also contains Loving, Leaving, Liquor,
and the Lord, which is packed with tracks from the Avett Brothers, Doc and Merle Watson, Archers
of Loaf, and many more amazing Southern musicians--old and new. Southern Cultures is published
quarterly (spring, summer, fall, winter) by the University of North Carolina Press. The journal is
sponsored by the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill's Center for the Study of the American
South.
  history of north carolina at: A Coat of Many Colors Walter Conser, 2006-09-04 While religious
diversity is often considered a recent phenomenon in America, the Cape Fear region of southeastern
North Carolina has been a diverse community since the area was first settled. Early on, the region
and the port city of Wilmington were more urban than the rest of the state and thus provided people
with opportunities seldom found in other parts of North Carolina. This area drew residents from
many ethnic backgrounds, and the men and women who settled there became an integral part of the
region’s culture. Set against the backdrop of national and southern religious experience, A Coat of
Many Colors examines issues of religious diversity and regional identity in the Cape Fear area.
Author Walter H. Conser Jr. draws on a broad range of sources, including congregational records,
sermon texts, liturgy, newspaper accounts, family memoirs, and technological developments to
explore the evolution of religious life in this area. Beginning with the story of prehistoric Native
Americans and continuing through an examination of life at the end of twentieth century, Conser
tracks the development of the various religions, denominations, and ethnic groups that call the Cape
Fear region home. From early Native American traditions to the establishment of the first churches,
cathedrals, synagogues, mosques, and temples, A Coat of Many Colors offers a comprehensive view
of the religious and ethnic diversity that have characterized Cape Fear throughout its history.
Through the lens of regional history, Conser explores how this area’s rich religious and racial
diversity can be seen as a microcosm for the South, and he examines the ways in which religion can
affect such diverse aspects of life as architecture and race relations.
  history of north carolina at: Presbyterians in North Carolina Walter H. Conser, Robert J.
Cain, 2011-04-25 This volume is the first comprehensive overview of North Carolina Presbyterians to
appear in more than a hundred years. Drawing on congregational and administrative histories,
personal memoirs, and recent scholarship—while paying close attention to the relevant social,
political, and religious contexts of the state and region—Walter Conser and Robert Cain go beyond
older approaches to denominational history by focusing on the identity and meaning of the
Presbyterian experience in the Old North State from the seventeenth through the twentieth
centuries. Conser and Cain explore issues as diverse as institutional development and worship
experience; the patterns and influence of race, ethnicity, and gender; and involvement in education
and social justice campaigns. In part 1 of the book, “Beginnings,” they trace the entrance of
Presbyterians—who were legally considered dissenters throughout the colonial period—into the
eastern, central, and western sections of the state. The authors show how the Piedmont became the
nexus of Presbyterian organizational development and examine the ways in which political
movements, including campaigns for American independence, deeply engaged Presbyterians, as did
the incandescence of revivalism and agitation for reform, which extended into the antebellum
period. The book’s second section, “Conflict, Renewal, and Reunion,” investigates the
denominational tensions provoked by the slavery debate and the havoc of the Civil War, the soul
searching that accompanied Confederate defeat, and the rebuilding efforts that came during the



New South era. Such important factors as the changing roles of women in the church and the
decline of Jim Crow helped pave the way for the eventual reunion of the northern and southern
branches of mainline Presbyterianism. By the arrival of the new millennium, Presbyterians in North
Carolina were prepared to meet future challenges with renewed confidence. A model for modern
denominational history, this book is an astute and sensitive portrayal of a prominent Protestant
denomination in a southern context. Walter H. Conser Jr. is professor of religion and professor of
history at the University of North Carolina, Wilmington. His books include A Coat of Many Colors:
Religion and Society along the Cape Fear River of North Carolina and God and the Natural World:
Religion and Science in the Natural World. Before his retirement after thirty-two years of service,
Robert J. Cain was head of the Colonial Records Branch at the North Carolina State Archives. He is
the editor of The Colonial Records of North Carolina, second series.
  history of north carolina at: Southern Cultures: The Memory Issue Harry L. Watson,
Jocelyn Neal, 2011-09-01 Personal. Public. Historical. The next issue of Southern Cultures is devoted
entirely to Memory. . . . . . Why We Argue So Much About Robert E. Lee . . . Alice Walker, Allan
Gurganus, Elizabeth Spencer, Randall Kenan, and More Great Writers on our Favorite Films and
What They Make Us Remember . . . Catfish Hunter: Baseball Legend, Small-town God . . . Life and
Times: World War II–Era Appalachia . . . Growing Up in Hot Springs, Arkansas . . . New Poetry from
Robert Morgan . . . What To Do About the Thomas Ruffin Statue . . . The Interview: The
Grandmother of Appalachian Studies on the Long Women's Movement
  history of north carolina at: The French Heritage of North Carolina Dudley M. Marchi,
2021-11-12 There is a significant French heritage in North Carolina. The first European explorers to
the North Carolina region were, in fact, French (1524). French Huguenots migrated to the state as
early as 1690, and many North Carolinians have family names of French origin. Towns such as Bath,
Beaufort, New Bern, and La Grange are a testimony to French settlers in the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries, and the city of Fayetteville is named after the Marquis de Lafayette, a French
ally during the American Revolution. Beyond names, North Carolina has many other remnants of the
French presence. With materials gathered from archives, libraries, interviews, and photographs, this
book traces the French heritage in North Carolina from its origins to the present, an important part
of North Carolina's cultural history.
  history of north carolina at: The Best of Southern Food Harry L. Watson, Marcie Cohen
Ferris, 2014-12-01 Nourishment, nostalgia, Native ingredients and global influences. Southern
Cultures's debut best of collection gets straight to the heart of the matter: food. For those of us
who've debated mayonnaise brand, hushpuppy condiment, or barbecue style—including, in some
quarters, whether the latter is a noun or a verb (bless your heart)—we present here a collection
equal to our passions. Culled from our best food writing, 2008–2014, this special volume serves up
tomatoes, turtles, molasses, Mother Corn and the Dixie Pig, bourbon, gravy, cakes, jams, jellies,
pickles, and chocolate pie. Dig in! And stay tuned for more best of collections to come.
  history of north carolina at: Southern Cultures Harry L. Watson, Jocelyn Neal, 2012-03-01 In
the Spring 2012 issue of Southern Cultures… Blood rains. Snow falls. Bourbon makes the man. Irish
Americans redefine black and white. Camp Wah-Kon-Dah glows in the embers of old memories. The
great teacher Arthur Raper opens minds, hearts, and doors. And the creative spaces of geniuses
await the next act. Table of Contents Front Porch by Harry L. Watson What happens to frontier
manhood when blacks, women, and gays drink bourbon too—and white fraternity boys get stuck with
Smirnoff Ice from time to time? Every Ounce a Man's Whiskey?: Bourbon in the White Masculine
South by Sean S. McKeithan The hot bite of the Bourbon sensuously connects the body of the
drinker to nation, region, and locale, enjoining his experience with those of imagined, historical
bodies, soaking up space and place in the slow burn of what appears an endless southern
summertime. Native Ground: Photographs by Rob McDonald If convention has it right, these are
writers who bear something close to a genetic predisposition to produce a literature suffused with
place. Turned Inside Out: Black, White, and Irish in the South by Bryan Giemza As a place where
Black and Green were in perpetual contact, the Atlantic South furnishes an ideal case study in how



these peoples moved with, against, and around one another. God First, You Second, Me Third: An
Exploration of Quiet Jewishnessat Camp Wah- Kon- Dah by Marcie Cohen Ferris This was an anxious
time for American Jews, stung by the anti- Semitic quotas and discrimination of the interwar years
and the growing horror regarding the fate of European Jewry as the Holocaust came to light in the
1940s. A Mind- Opening Influence of Great Importance: Arthur Raper at Agnes Scott College by
Clifford M. Kuhn He was such an eye- opener to me . . . such a reversal of the whole way you think
about life and society. For the Scrutiny of Science and the Light of Revelation: American Blood Falls
by Tom Maxwell Showers of blood, however dreadful, were not news. Pliny, Cicero, Livy, and
Plutarch mentioned rains of blood and flesh. Zeus makes it rain blood, 'as a portent of slaughter,' in
Homer's Iliad. Mason- Dixon Lines Bourbon Poetry by R. T. Smith . . . Earl was a steady liar who
never in his life solved a single crime, to hear my father tell it, an improvident soul prone to
nocturnal misdemeanors himself . . . Southern Snow by Nancy Hatch Woodward There's a silence in
a snowy dawn that forces you to look anew at what has been transformed from the customary
landscape of your day- to- day life. Dogwoods glisten in their silver finery; bowing fir limbs form a
secret cathedral. Southern Cultures is published quarterly (spring, summer, fall, winter) by the
University of North Carolina Press. The journal is sponsored by the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill's Center for the Study of the American South.
  history of north carolina at: North Carolina Women Michele Gillespie, Sally G. McMillen,
2014 The second of two volumes that explore North Carolina women's lives. These essays cover the
period beginning with women born in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries but who
made their greatest contributions to social, political, cultural, legal, and economic life during the
late progressive era through the late twentieth century.
  history of north carolina at: The North Carolina Railroad, 1849-1871, and the Modernization
of North Carolina Allen W. Trelease, 2018-07-25 In telling the story of the North Carolina Railroad's
independent years (1849-71), Trelease covers all aspects of the company and its development,
including its construction and rolling stock; its management, labor force, and labor policies; its
passenger and freight operations; and its role in the Civil War. He also assesses the impact of the
railroad on the economic and social development of North Carolina. Originally published in 1991. A
UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in digital technology to
make available again books from our distinguished backlist that were previously out of print. These
editions are published unaltered from the original, and are presented in affordable paperback
formats, bringing readers both historical and cultural value.
  history of north carolina at: D.D. Dougherty, Lillie Dougherty and the Early Years of
Appalachian State Doris Perry Stam, 2024-10-02 The 125-year history of Appalachian State
University rests on the ambitious yet selfless dream of empowering impoverished mountain families
through education. Dauphin Disco Dougherty, his wife Lillie Shull Dougherty, and his bachelor
brother, Blanford Barnard Dougherty, founded a small semi-private high school in 1899 at great
personal cost and would only be able to sustain its growth to a state teacher's college through their
fortitude of character and commitment. Drawing extensively on primary sources, some of which
have appeared in no previous book, this history presents the first 30 years of the university's life and
background. With over 100 historic images and dozens of first-hand accounts and interviews, the
text uncovers forgotten foundations and fascinating personal details of the school's founders,
bringing the first 30 years of App State to life.
  history of north carolina at: Catalogue of the Library of the Peabody Institute of the
City of Baltimore , 1883
  history of north carolina at: The Colonial Towns of Piedmont North Carolina Christopher
E. Hendricks, 2024-11-15 How do towns come into existence? What circumstances determine
whether they succeed or fail? In The Colonial Towns of Piedmont North Carolina, author Christopher
E. Hendricks looks at one region in eighteenth-century America to explore answers to these
questions. He examines the establishment and development of eleven towns in the Piedmont,
classifying them into three types: county towns formed by the establishment of government



institutions, such as a courthouse; trade towns formed around commercial opportunities; and
religious towns such as the three towns developed in Wachovia, a region where Moravians settled.
He uses these classifications to tell the stories of how these towns came into being, and how, in their
development, they struggled against economic, cultural, and political challenges. Ultimately, The
Colonial Towns of Piedmont North Carolina deepens our understanding of the influence that
American towns had on the settlement of the backcountry. Hendricks tells the poignant story of the
Moravians’ struggle to maintain their neutral stance during the Revolutionary War, surviving
exploitation and brutality from both the Continental Army and the British. The author also integrates
the history of Native Americans into this mix of competing forces and shows how they were
challenged by—and resisted—the newcomers. He emphasizes the role of individual initiative as well
as the impetus of government, specifically courthouses, in establishing towns. By utilizing a variety
of rarely examined primary sources, methodological approaches ranging from geographic theory to
material culture studies, and a deep examination of local history, Hendricks provides a
comprehensive analysis of the emergence of these towns on the frontier.
  history of north carolina at: Catalogue of the Library of the Peabody Institute of the City of
Baltimore ... George Peabody Library, 1889
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