agatha christie the secret adversary

Agatha Christie The Secret Adversary: A Timeless Classic of Mystery and
Adventure

agatha christie the secret adversary stands as one of the iconic works by the
queen of crime herself, Agatha Christie. Published in 1922, this novel marked
the debut of the dynamic detective duo Tommy and Tuppence Beresford, setting
the stage for a series of thrilling adventures that blend mystery, espionage,
and wit. For anyone interested in classic detective fiction or the early
20th-century literary scene, The Secret Adversary offers a captivating
glimpse into Christie’s narrative prowess and her knack for creating
unforgettable characters.

The Genesis of The Secret Adversary

The Secret Adversary was written in the aftermath of World War I, a time when
the world was grappling with uncertainty, political intrigue, and shifting
social norms. Agatha Christie tapped into this atmosphere, weaving a story
that not only entertained but also resonated with contemporary readers. The
novel introduces Tommy and Tuppence, a young couple who, out of necessity and
a thirst for excitement, plunge into the murky world of espionage and
mystery.

Unlike Christie’s later, more famous detective Hercule Poirot, Tommy and
Tuppence are not traditional sleuths. They are ordinary, relatable characters
with a spark of curiosity and courage. This fresh approach to detective
fiction was groundbreaking and helped Christie carve a niche that was
distinct from her peers.

Plot Overview and Key Themes

At its core, The Secret Adversary revolves around the search for a missing
woman and a secret government document known only as "The Secret Adversary."
Tommy and Tuppence, initially working as "adventurers" and detectives for
hire, are hired to find Jane Finn, a woman who vanished with valuable
information. The story is packed with twists, red herrings, and a cast of
intriguing characters, making it a thrilling rollercoaster from start to
finish.

Some of the key themes explored in the novel include:
- **Post-war uncertainty and espionage**: The shadow of World War I looms

large, reflecting the fears and suspicions of the era.
- **Friendship and partnership**: The chemistry between Tommy and Tuppence



adds warmth and humor, emphasizing teamwork and trust.
- **Identity and deception**: The story delves into the fluidity of identity,
with characters often concealing true motives.

Why The Secret Adversary Remains Relevant Today

Despite being over a century old, agatha christie the secret adversary
continues to captivate readers around the globe. This longevity can be
attributed to several factors that make the novel timeless.

Engaging Characters That Break the Mold

Tommy and Tuppence are far from the stereotypical detectives. Their youthful
energy, banter, and genuine affection for each other create a narrative
that’'s both engaging and relatable. Unlike the solitary genius detective
archetype, this duo thrives on collaboration and shared experiences. This
dynamic has inspired countless modern mystery pairs and adds a refreshing
layer to Christie’s oeuvre.

A Blend of Genres: Mystery Meets Espionage

The novel expertly balances classic detective work with elements of spy
thrillers. The plot’s espionage angle, involving secret documents and
international intrigue, adds depth and a sense of urgency. This genre fusion
broadens its appeal, attracting fans of mysteries, thrillers, and historical
fiction alike.

Evocative Depiction of the 1920s

Agatha Christie’s attention to detail brings the post-World War I era to
life. From the social dynamics to the cultural nuances, readers are
transported to a time when the world was rebuilding and redefining itself.
This historical backdrop enriches the story, making it more than just a
mystery but also a window into a fascinating period.

Exploring the Characters: Tommy and Tuppence
Beresford

Tommy and Tuppence are arguably one of Christie’s most charming creations.
Their relationship is portrayed with warmth, humor, and realism, setting them



apart from the often aloof or eccentric detectives in mystery fiction.

Tommy: The Pragmatic Adventurer

Tommy Beresford is practical, level-headed, and slightly more reserved than
his partner. His background and demeanor make him the perfect foil to
Tuppence’s spirited personality. Throughout the novel, Tommy'’s loyalty and
courage shine, underscoring the importance of steadfastness in the face of
danger.

Tuppence: The Spirited and Resourceful Partner

Tuppence is a breath of fresh air—-independent, witty, and unafraid to take
risks. Her resourcefulness often drives the plot forward, and her sharp
instincts frequently save the day. In an era when female characters were
often sidelined, Tuppence'’s prominent role as an equal partner was a
progressive choice by Christie.

Adapting The Secret Adversary: From Page to
Screen

The enduring popularity of agatha christie the secret adversary has led to
multiple adaptations across different media, each bringing its own flavor to
the story.

Television and Film Versions

There have been several TV adaptations, including a notable 1983 BBC series
featuring James Warwick and Francesca Annis as Tommy and Tuppence. More
recently, the story inspired the 2015 BBC series "Partners in Crime," which
modernized the setting while retaining the core elements of Christie’s
narrative. These adaptations highlight the flexibility of the story and its
characters, proving that the themes of adventure and mystery remain
compelling regardless of the era.

Theatrical and Radio Dramatizations

Beyond the screen, The Secret Adversary has been adapted for radio plays and
stage performances. These formats emphasize the dialogue and character
interplay, offering an intimate experience of Christie’s storytelling craft.



Tips for Reading and Appreciating The Secret
Adversary

If you’'re new to Agatha Christie or The Secret Adversary, here are some
pointers to enhance your reading experience:

Immerse yourself in the historical context: Understanding the post-WWI
setting can deepen your appreciation of the plot’s espionage elements.

e Pay attention to character dynamics: Notice how Tommy and Tuppence
complement each other, making their partnership unique.

e Enjoy the leisurely pace: Unlike modern thrillers, the story unfolds
methodically, allowing for richer character development and atmosphere.

e Look for subtle clues: Christie is known for planting hints that may
seem trivial but are crucial to solving the mystery.

e Consider reading other Tommy and Tuppence adventures: Their escapades
continue in subsequent novels, offering more fun and intrigue.

The Secret Adversary’s Place in Agatha
Christie’s Legacy

While Hercule Poirot and Miss Marple often dominate discussions about
Christie’s work, The Secret Adversary holds a special place as the starting
point for two beloved characters and a unique storytelling style. It
showcases Christie’s ability to craft suspenseful plots without relying
solely on the traditional detective trope, paving the way for more diverse
narratives within the mystery genre.

Moreover, the novel reflects Christie’s keen observation of human nature and
society, traits that have made her stories timeless. By blending humor,
romance, and danger, The Secret Adversary remains a testament to her
versatility and enduring appeal.

Reading this novel offers more than just a puzzle to solve; it invites
readers into an adventurous world where courage, wit, and partnership triumph
over secrecy and treachery. For fans of classic mysteries or those seeking an
engaging introduction to Agatha Christie’s work, The Secret Adversary is a
treasure worth uncovering.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of Agatha Christie's 'The
Secret Adversary'?
The novel follows Tommy and Tuppence, two adventurous young people who team

up to solve the mystery of a missing woman and uncover a dangerous conspiracy
during the post-World War I era.

Who are the primary characters in 'The Secret
Adversary'?
The primary characters are Tommy Beresford and Prudence 'Tuppence' Cowley,

two friends and detectives who start a detective agency and get involved in
espionage and mystery.

When was 'The Secret Adversary' first published?

'The Secret Adversary' was first published in 1922, marking the first
appearance of Tommy and Tuppence in Agatha Christie's detective fiction.

How does 'The Secret Adversary' reflect the post-
World War I era?

The novel reflects the post-World War I era through its themes of espionage,
political intrigue, and the social atmosphere of the 1920s, highlighting the
uncertainty and new opportunities of the time.

Has 'The Secret Adversary' been adapted into films
or TV series?

Yes, 'The Secret Adversary' has been adapted into various formats, including
a 1983 British TV series and a 2006 BBC adaptation, showcasing the enduring
popularity of Tommy and Tuppence's adventures.

Additional Resources

**Exploring Agatha Christie’s The Secret Adversary: A Masterpiece of Early
Detective Fiction**

agatha christie the secret adversary stands as a seminal work in the canon of
British detective literature, marking the debut of the iconic duo Tommy and
Tuppence. Published in 1922, this novel not only introduced readers to one of
Christie’s most engaging partnerships but also captured the post-World War I
zeitgeist, blending espionage, mystery, and adventure in a narrative that
remains compelling nearly a century later. As one of Christie’s earlier



novels, The Secret Adversary offers unique insights into the evolution of her
storytelling style and the genre conventions of its time.

Contextualizing The Secret Adversary within
Agatha Christie’s Oeuvre

The Secret Adversary holds a distinguished place as the second published
novel by Agatha Christie, following the success of The Mysterious Affair at
Styles, which introduced Hercule Poirot. Unlike Poirot’s meticulous and
cerebral approach to crime-solving, The Secret Adversary showcases a more
dynamic and youthful investigative style through Tommy Beresford and Prudence
“Tuppence” Cowley. This contrast highlights Christie’s versatility in
character creation and her ability to diversify narrative voices within the
detective genre.

Set against the backdrop of a turbulent post-war Britain, the novel reflects
contemporary anxieties about political instability and the rise of espionage.
Such themes resonate with readers interested in historical fiction
intertwined with crime, making The Secret Adversary not merely a whodunit but
also a commentary on early 20th-century societal fears. The political
intrigue that permeates the story enriches it beyond the typical detective
formula, positioning Christie as a writer attuned to her era’s complexities.

Plot and Narrative Structure

At its core, The Secret Adversary follows Tommy and Tuppence as they embark
on a quest to locate a missing woman named Jane Finn, whose disappearance is
tied to sensitive government documents. The narrative unfolds through a
series of twists and turns involving secret codes, disguises, and shadowy
organizations, elements that have become hallmarks of the spy thriller genre.

The pacing of the novel is brisk, with Christie expertly balancing moments of
tension and levity. Her use of alternating perspectives and red herrings
keeps readers engaged, while the chemistry between the protagonists adds a
layer of charm and relatability. This dynamic duo’s banter and partnership
provide a refreshing counterpoint to the often solitary detectives in
Christie’s other works.

Character Development and Thematic Exploration

One of the defining features of The Secret Adversary is its character-driven
storytelling. Tommy and Tuppence are portrayed not as infallible detectives
but as resourceful and occasionally fallible individuals. Their youthful
energy and determination make them accessible to readers and serve as a



vehicle for exploring broader themes such as loyalty, patriotism, and the
search for identity in a rapidly changing world.

The novel also delves into the concept of trust and deception, both on a
personal level and within the geopolitical arena. The secretive nature of
espionage and the blurred lines between friend and foe underscore the
suspense, inviting readers to question appearances and motivations. This
thematic depth elevates the novel beyond a simple mystery, offering a nuanced
exploration of human behavior under pressure.

The Role of Setting and Atmosphere

Agatha Christie’s portrayal of post-war London and continental Europe
provides a vivid backdrop that enhances the narrative’s authenticity. The
urban landscapes, from bustling streets to shadowy offices, contribute to a
palpable sense of danger and urgency. Christie’s attention to detail in
describing locations and social environments immerses readers in the era’s
cultural and political milieu.

Moreover, the atmosphere of uncertainty and distrust prevalent in the novel
mirrors the real-world tensions of the early 1920s. This setting is
instrumental in reinforcing the stakes of the protagonists’ mission and the
pervasive threat posed by unseen adversaries.

Comparative Insights: The Secret Adversary vs.
Other Christie Works

While Agatha Christie is predominantly celebrated for her Poirot and Miss
Marple series, The Secret Adversary occupies a unique niche within her
bibliography. Unlike the more puzzle-oriented mysteries that rely heavily on
logical deduction, this novel incorporates elements of espionage and
adventure, broadening the scope of Christie’s narrative repertoire.

The introduction of Tommy and Tuppence as a detective pair also
differentiates the novel. Their partnership is characterized by a partnership
dynamic rarely seen in Christie’s other works, which often feature solitary
investigators. This allows for more interpersonal dialogue and character
interplay, enriching the reading experience.

From a structural standpoint, The Secret Adversary employs a faster tempo and
more action-driven sequences compared to the methodical unraveling typical of
Poirot’s cases. This variation demonstrates Christie’s adaptability and her
capacity to appeal to diverse audience tastes within the mystery genre.



Reception and Legacy

Upon its release, The Secret Adversary was well-received, securing Christie’s
reputation as a versatile and imaginative author. Over time, the novel has
maintained its popularity, partly due to the enduring appeal of Tommy and
Tuppence who reappear in subsequent Christie works. The book’s blend of
suspense, humor, and social commentary continues to attract both new readers
and longtime fans.

Its influence extends beyond literature, having been adapted into various
radio, television, and stage productions. These adaptations underscore the
story’s timelessness and adaptability, allowing it to reach audiences across
different media landscapes.

SE0 Keywords and LSI Integration

In discussing agatha christie the secret adversary, it is essential to
recognize its place not only in literary history but also within the broader
context of detective fiction. Keywords such as “Tommy and Tuppence,” “Agatha
Christie early novels,” “1920s espionage fiction,” and “British mystery
literature” naturally emerge in conversations about the book. Additionally,
phrases like “post-World War I detective stories,” “Agatha Christie
characters,” and “classic spy thriller novels” align well with search intent
related to this title.

For readers searching for detailed analyses or background information,
incorporating terms like “The Secret Adversary plot summary,” “Agatha
Christie novel review,” and “historical context of The Secret Adversary” can
enhance content visibility. The integration of these LSI keywords helps
maintain a natural flow while optimizing the article for search engines.

Strengths and Limitations of The Secret Adversary

As with many early works, The Secret Adversary exhibits both strengths and
limitations. One of its primary strengths lies in its engaging narrative and
well-drawn protagonists, which have stood the test of time. The novel’s
incorporation of political intrigue adds layers of complexity uncommon in
many contemporaneous detective stories.

However, some critics note that the plot occasionally relies on coincidences
and that certain characterizations feel dated by modern standards. The social
attitudes reflected in the novel, while typical of its era, may not resonate
with contemporary readers without contextual understanding. Nonetheless,
these aspects do not diminish the novel’s overall contribution to the mystery
genre.



e Strengths: Dynamic protagonist duo, integration of espionage themes,
fast-paced plot, historical relevance.

e Limitations: Occasional plot contrivances, dated social perspectives,
less emphasis on deductive reasoning compared to later Christie works.

Reading The Secret Adversary today offers not only an entertaining mystery
but also a window into the societal tensions and literary trends of early
20th-century Britain.

The enduring charm of agatha christie the secret adversary lies in its blend
of adventure, wit, and suspense, qualities that have secured the novel’s
place as a cherished classic. Whether approached as a historical artifact or
a thrilling read, it continues to captivate audiences and affirm Agatha
Christie’s status as a foundational figure in detective fiction.

Agatha Christie The Secret Adversary

Find other PDF articles:
https://spanish.centerforautism.com/archive-th-119/Book?docid=Wea37-7988&title=la-historia-de-pa
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agatha christie the secret adversary: The Secret Adversary Agatha Christie, 1967 Tommy
and Tuppence decide to find a mysterious missing lady and nothing can stop them--not international
espionage, kidnapping, or even murder.

agatha christie the secret adversary: The Secret Adversary Agatha Christie, 1956

agatha christie the secret adversary: The Secret Adversary Agatha Christie, 2022-05-28
Agatha Christie's 'The Secret Adversary' immerses readers in the thrilling escapades of childhood
friends turned detectives, Tommy Beresford and Prudence "Tuppence' Cowley. Within this narrative,
the two kindle their venture, The Young Adventurers Ltd., finding themselves ensnared in a web of
espionage and danger that threads through post-World War I Britain. Christie's novel breathes life
into this tumultuous era, juxtaposing lighthearted banter and companionship against a backdrop of
political intrigue and societal change. Her expertise in crafting intricate plots that fuse suspense
with vivid characterizations is evident, securing her legacy within the Golden Age of Detective
Fiction. The prose is characterized by wit and a fast pace, maintaining a balance between humor and
the novel's more perilous elements, imparting a style both engaging and distinctively Christie's.
Christie's own life experiences and the zeitgeist of the interwar period undoubtedly influenced the
conception of 'The Secret Adversary'. The book's publication in 1922, a time when the roles of
women and the landscape of Europe were in flux, reflects a society grappling with the aftermath of
war and the dawn of modernity. As a Voluntary Aid Detachment nurse during World War I, Christie's
insights into human nature, particularly under extreme stress, animate her characters with
authenticity and depth. The echoes of her own experiences lend credibility to the tense atmosphere
and the protagonists' resourcefulness. "The Secret Adversary' is recommended for those who revel in
the fusion of history and mystery. It is a must-read for aficionados of classic detective stories and
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readers who admire strong, nuanced character dynamics. Christie's work not only offers a window
into the transformative post-war period but also delivers a timeless narrative that resonates with the
never-ending human quest for adventure and justice. This early masterpiece by the queen of mystery
provides a puzzle that is both entertaining and thought-provoking, ensuring its place in the annals of
iconic literary achievements.

agatha christie the secret adversary: THE SECRET ADVERSARY AGATHA CHRISTIE,
2022-10-26 THE SECRET ADVERSARY, WRITTEN BY AGATHA CHRISTIE Tommy Beresford and
Prudence 'Tuppence' Cowley are young, in love... and flat broke. Just after Great War, there are few
jobs available and the couple are desperately short of money. Restless for excitement, they decide to
embark on a daring business scheme: Young Adventurers Ltd.—willing to do anything, go anywhere.
Hiring themselves out proves to be a smart move for the couple. In their first assignment for the
mysterious Mr. Whittingtont, all Tuppence has to do in their first job is take an all-expense paid trip
to Paris and pose as an American named Jane Finn. But with the assignment comes a bribe to keep
quiet, a threat to her life, and the disappearance of her new employer. Now their newest job are
playing detective. KEY FEATURES OF THIS BOOK - Unabridged reprint of the original content -
Available in multiple formats: eBook, original paperback, large print paperback, hardcover and
audiobook - Proper paragraph formatting with Indented first lines and Justified Paragraphs -
Properly formatted for aesthetics and ease of reading. - Custom Table of Contents and Design
elements for each chapter - The Copyright page has been placed at the end of the book, as to not
impede the content and flow of the book. ABOUT THE BOOK: Original publication: 1922 Book 2 of
the Agatha Christie Collection Chapters: 28 Words: 76,000 This book is great for schools, teachers
and students or for the casual reader, and makes a wonderful addition to any classic literary library
ABOUT US: At Pure Snow Publishing we have taken the time and care into formatting this book to
make it the best possible reading experience. With more than 500 book listings, we specialize in
publishing classic books and have been publishing books since 2014. Enjoy!

agatha christie the secret adversary: Secret Adversary by Agatha Christie , As part of
ClassicReader. com, Stephane Theroux presents the full text of The Secret Adversary, by English
writer Agatha Christie (1890-1976). The book was originally published in 1922 and is about
Tuppence Cowley and Tommy Beresford as young adventurers.

agatha christie the secret adversary: The Secret Adversary Agatha Christie, 2017-03-17 A
pair of childhood friends cross paths after the Great War and set themselves up as two young
adventurers for hire. Their thrilling escapades mark the debut of Christie's popular sleuthing duo.

agatha christie the secret adversary: The Secret Adversary (Illustrated and Annotated)
Agatha Christie, 2017-12-03 This is an annotated and illustrated version of the book1.contains an
updated biography of the author at the end of the book for a better understanding of the text.2.1t
also contains new and unique illustrations to give a better documentation and realism to the
book3.This book has been checked and corrected for spelling errorsIT was 2 p.m. on the afternoon of
May 7, 1915. The Lusitania had beenstruck by two torpedoes in succession and was sinking
rapidly, whilethe boats were being launched with all possible speed. The women andchildren were
being lined up awaiting their turn. Some still clungdesperately to husbands and fathers; others
clutched their childrenclosely to their breasts. One girl stood alone, slightly apart fromthe rest. She
was quite young, not more than eighteen. She did not seemafraid, and her grave, steadfast eyes
looked straight ahead.I beg your pardon.A man's voice beside her made her start and turn. She had
noticed thespeaker more than once amongst the first-class passengers. There hadbeen a hint of
mystery about him which had appealed to her imagination.He spoke to no one. If anyone spoke to
him he was quick to rebuff theoverture. Also he had a nervous way of looking over his shoulder with
aswift, suspicious glance.She noticed now that he was greatly agitated. There were beads
ofperspiration on his brow. He was evidently in a state of overmasteringfear. And yet he did not
strike her as the kind of man who would beafraid to meet death!Yes? Her grave eyes met his
inquiringly.He stood looking at her with a kind of desperate irresolution.It must be! he muttered to
himself. Yes--it is the only way. Thenaloud he said abruptly: You are an American?Yes.A patriotic



one?The girl flushed.I guess you've no right to ask such a thing! Of course I am!Don't be offended.
You wouldn't be if you knew how much there was atstake. But I've got to trust some one--and it must
be a woman.Why?Because of 'women and children first.' He looked round and lowered hisvoice. I'm
carrying papers--vitally important papers. They may make allthe difference to the Allies in the war.
You understand? These papershave got to be saved! They've more chance with you than with me.
Willyou take them?

agatha christie the secret adversary: The Secret Adversary - a Tommy and Tuppence
Novel Agatha Christie, 2019-01-21 With The Secret Adversary, the famous English writer Agatha
Christie introduces the detective couple Tommy and Tuppence to the reader. It was 2 p.m. on the
afternoon of May 7, 1915. The Lusitania had been struck by two torpedoes in succession and was
sinking rapidly, while the boats were being launched with all possible speed. The women and
children were being lined up awaiting their turn. Some still clung desperately to husbands and
fathers; others clutched their children closely to their breasts. One girl stood alone, slightly apart
from the rest. She was quite young, not more than eighteen. She did not seem afraid, and her grave,
steadfast eyes looked straight ahead. I beg your pardon. A man's voice beside her made her start
and turn. She had noticed the speaker more than once amongst the first-class passengers. There had
been a hint of mystery about him which had appealed to her imagination. He spoke to no one. If
anyone spoke to him he was quick to rebuff the overture. Also he had a nervous way of looking over
his shoulder with a swift, suspicious glance. She noticed now that he was greatly agitated. There
were beads of perspiration on his brow. He was evidently in a state of overmastering fear. And yet
he did not strike her as the kind of man who would be afraid to meet death! - Taken from The Secret
Adversary written by Agatha Christie

agatha christie the secret adversary: The Secret Adversary Agatha Christie, 2020-10-20
(This Book has been professionally proofread to ensure accuracy and readability[] [Well Illustrated
[JOne of the best Book to read [J[Well Formatted [JAttractive matte Finished cover THE SECRET
ADVERSARY The Secret Adversary is the second published detective fiction novel by British writer
Agatha Christie. Tommy and Tuppence, two people flat broke and out of work, are restless for
excitement. They embark on a daring business scheme-Young Adventurers Ltd.-willing to do
anything, go anywhere. But their first assignment, for the sinister Mr. Whittington, draws them into
a diabolical, political conspiracy. Under the eye of the elusive, ruthless Mr. Brown, they find
themselves plunged into more danger than they ever imagined. One of mystery's most memorable
sleuthing duos, Tommy and Tuppence lead readers down a harrowing maze of secrets, lies, and
death in The Secret Adversary.

agatha christie the secret adversary: The Secret Adversary Illustrated Agatha Christie,
2021-01-10 The Secret Adversary is the second published detective fiction novel by British writer
Agatha Christie, first published in January 1922 in the United Kingdom by The Bodley Head and in
the United States by Dodd, Mead and Company later in that same year.

agatha christie the secret adversary: The Secret Adversary (Illustrated Edition) Agatha
Christie, 2021-06-02 The Secret Adversary is the second published detective fiction novel by British
writer Agatha Christie, first published in January 1922 in the United Kingdom by The Bodley
Head[1] and in the United States by Dodd, Mead and Company later in that same year.[2][3] The UK
edition retailed at seven shillings and sixpence (7/6)[1] and the US edition at $1.75.[3] The book
introduces the characters of Tommy and Tuppence who feature in three other Christie novels and
one collection of short stories; the five Tommy and Tuppence books span Agatha Christie's writing
career. The Great War is over, and jobs are scarce. Childhood friends Tommy Beresford and
Prudence Tuppence Cowley meet and agree to start their own business as The Young Adventurers.
They are hired for a job that leads them both to many dangerous situations, meeting allies as well,
including an American millionaire in search of his cousin.

agatha christie the secret adversary: The Secret Adversary (Tommy &Tuppence #1) Agatha
Christie, 2021-09-18 The Secret Adversary is the second published detective fiction novel by British
writer Agatha Christie, first published in January 1922 in the United Kingdom by The Bodley Head



and in the United States by Dodd, Mead, and Company later in that same year. The UK edition
retailed at seven shillings and sixpence (7/6) and the US edition at $1.75. The book introduces the
characters of Tommy and Tuppence who feature in three other Christie novels and one collection of
short stories; the five Tommy and Tuppence books span Agatha Christie's writing career. The Great
War is over, and jobs are scarce. Childhood friends Tommy Beresford and Prudence Tuppence
Cowley meet and agree to start their own business as The Young Adventurers. They are hired for a
job that leads them both to many dangerous situations, meeting allies as well, including an American
millionaire in search of his cousin. Tommy Beresford and Prudence 'Tuppence' Cowley are young, in
love... and flat broke. Just after Great War, there are few jobs available and the couple is desperately
short of money. Restless for excitement, they decide to embark on a daring business scheme: Young
Adventurers Ltd.--willing to do anything, go anywhere. Hiring themselves out proves to be a smart
move for the couple. In their first assignment for the mysterious Mr. Whittingtont, all Tuppence has
to do in their first job is take an all-expense-paid trip to Paris and pose as an American named Jane
Finn. But with the assignment comes a bribe to keep quiet, a threat to her life, and the
disappearance of her new employer. Now their newest job is playing detective. Where is the real
Jane Finn? The mere mention of her name produces a very strange reaction all over London. So
strange, in fact, that they decided to find this mysterious missing lady. She has been missing for five
years. And neither her body nor the secret documents she was carrying have ever been found. Now
post-war England's economic recovery depends on finding her and getting the papers back. But the
two young working undercovers for the British ministry know only that her name and the only photo
of her is in the hands of her rich American cousin. It isn't long before they find themselves plunged
into more danger than they ever could have imagined--a danger that could put an abrupt end to their
business... and their lives.

agatha christie the secret adversary: The Secret Adversary (Esprios Classics) Agatha
Christie, 2022-04-04 The Secret Adversary is the second published detective fiction novel by British
writer Agatha Christie, first published in January 1922 in the United Kingdom by The Bodley Head
and in the United States by Dodd, Mead and Company later in that same year. The book introduces
the characters of Tommy and Tuppence who feature in three other Christie novels and one collection
of short stories; the five Tommy and Tuppence books span Agatha Christie's writing career. The
Great War is over, and jobs are scarce. Childhood friends Tommy Beresford and Prudence Tuppence
Cowley meet and agree to start their own business as The Young Adventurers. They are hired for a
job that leads them both to many dangerous situations, meeting allies as well, including an American
millionaire in search of his cousin.

agatha christie the secret adversary: Agatha Christie Agatha Christie, 2018-08-14 Tommy
and Tuppence Beresford are the protagonists of a series of novels and short stories by Agatha
Christie, and mark the few ventures that Christie made into espionage tales rather than the
whodunits she's known for. 'The Secret Adversary' introduces Tommy and Tuppence who feature in
three other Christie novels and one collection of short stories; the five Tommy and Tuppence books
span Agatha Christie's writing career. Thomas Beresford and Prudence Tuppence Cowley started out
as friends in post-World War I Britain. Jobless and penniless, they place an ad in the paper
marketing themselves as adventurers, leading to an encounter that starts their career as spies for an
unnamed British intelligence agency.

agatha christie the secret adversary: The Secret Adversary Annotated Agatha Christie,
2021-05-29 The Secret Adversary is the second published detective fiction novel by British writer
Agatha Christie, first published in January 1922 in the United Kingdom by The Bodley Head[1] and
in the United States by Dodd, Mead and Company later in that same year.[2][3] The UK edition
retailed at seven shillings and sixpence (7/6)[1] and the US edition at $1.75.[3] The book introduces
the characters of Tommy and Tuppence who feature in three other Christie novels and one collection
of short stories; the five Tommy and Tuppence books span Agatha Christie's writing career. The
Great War is over, and jobs are scarce. Childhood friends Tommy Beresford and Prudence Tuppence
Cowley meet and agree to start their own business as The Young Adventurers. They are hired for a



job that leads them both to many dangerous situations, meeting allies as well, including an American
millionaire in search of his cousin.

agatha christie the secret adversary: The Secret Adversary (1922) Agatha Christie,
2018-10-03 The Secret Adversary is the second published detective fiction novel by British writer
Agatha Christie, first published in January 1922 in the United Kingdom by The Bodley Head and in
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