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Cambridge Grammar of the English Language: A Deep Dive into Modern English
Syntax

cambridge grammar of the english language stands as a monumental work in the
field of linguistics and English grammar studies. Since its publication, it
has become a key reference for scholars, teachers, and students eager to
understand the intricate structure of English. Unlike traditional grammar
guides that often focus on prescriptive rules, this comprehensive text offers
a descriptive approach, analyzing the language as it is truly used. If you've
ever wondered what makes English tick at a fundamental level, exploring the
Cambridge Grammar of the English Language is a perfect place to start.

Understanding the Cambridge Grammar of the
English Language

The Cambridge Grammar of the English Language (CGEL), authored by Rodney
Huddleston and Geoffrey K. Pullum, was published in 2002. It revolutionized
the study of English grammar by providing an exhaustive and detailed account
of the language’s syntax, morphology, and semantics. The book spans over
1,800 pages, covering everything from word classes to sentence structure,
making it one of the most thorough resources available.

What sets CGEL apart is its commitment to a modern linguistic framework,
specifically generative grammar and functional syntax, rather than the
traditional school grammar. This means it focuses on how language operates in
real communication, not just on rules learned in classrooms. For anyone
interested in deepening their understanding of English grammar, CGEL offers
insights that are both academically rigorous and practical.

The Scope and Structure of the Cambridge Grammar

The Cambridge Grammar of the English Language covers an impressive range of
topics. It begins with the basics of word classes—nouns, verbs, adjectives,
adverbs—and then moves into complex areas such as phrase structure, clause
types, and sentence patterns. The authors also delve into the functions of
grammatical elements, like subjects, objects, complements, and adjuncts.

One of the unique features of CGEL is its treatment of syntax and semantics
as intertwined aspects of grammar. For example, it carefully explains how
meaning influences grammatical choices, such as verb complementation and the
use of passive constructions. This nuanced approach helps readers appreciate



the flexibility and subtlety of English.

Why the Cambridge Grammar of the English
Language Matters

You might wonder why CGEL is so important compared to other grammar books.
First, it reflects the state of current linguistic research, incorporating
findings from corpus linguistics, which analyzes real-world language usage.
This means the descriptions are based on actual data rather than hypothetical
or outdated examples.

Second, CGEL's descriptive style avoids the pitfalls of prescriptive grammar,
which often discourages natural language variations and evolution. By
embracing the diversity of English as it is spoken and written worldwide, it
provides a more inclusive and realistic picture of the language.

Impact on Language Teaching and Learning

For educators and learners, Cambridge Grammar of the English Language offers
a treasure trove of information that can enhance teaching methods and
learning strategies. Understanding the nuances of English grammar supports
clearer explanations and more effective communication skills.

Teachers can use insights from CGEL to explain complex concepts such as verb
tenses, modality, or sentence inversion in a way that acknowledges the
complexity without overwhelming students. Meanwhile, advanced learners
benefit from the detailed examples and explanations that go beyond basic
grammar rules, helping them achieve greater fluency and accuracy.

Key Features of the Cambridge Grammar of the
English Language

Exploring CGEL reveals several standout features that contribute to its
reputation:

Comprehensive Coverage of Syntax

Syntax, the study of sentence structure, is at the heart of CGEL. The book
meticulously describes how sentences are formed, including the roles of
phrases and clauses, and how these combine to express meaning. It tackles
complex topics such as relative clauses, coordination, subordination, and



more, making it invaluable for anyone interested in the mechanics of English
sentences.

Detailed Analysis of Word Classes

CGEL offers a fresh perspective on traditional parts of speech. For instance,
it highlights the fluidity between categories, showing how words can function
differently depending on context. This approach helps readers understand
English’s flexibility and creativity.

Insights into Functional Grammar

Beyond identifying grammatical forms, the Cambridge Grammar emphasizes the
functions these forms perform in communication. It explains how elements like
subjects, objects, and adjuncts contribute to the overall meaning and flow of
sentences. This focus on function helps learners grasp why certain structures
are used in specific contexts.

Incorporation of Corpus Linguistics

A major advancement in CGEL is its reliance on authentic language data from
corpora—large, electronically stored collections of texts. This empirical
basis ensures that the grammar rules and descriptions reflect actual usage
patterns, making the book a reliable guide for both academic study and
practical application.

How to Use the Cambridge Grammar of the English
Language Effectively

Given its depth and complexity, CGEL might seem intimidating at first.
However, there are ways to approach it that maximize learning:

e Start with specific sections: Focus on areas most relevant to your
needs, such as verb phrases, noun phrases, or sentence types.

e Use it alongside other resources: Pair CGEL with grammar workbooks,
language corpora, or teaching materials to see theory in practice.

e Apply examples to real-life contexts: Try analyzing sentences from
books, articles, or conversations using CGEL’'s frameworks to deepen
understanding.



e Take notes on new concepts: Writing down key points helps retention and

clarifies complex ideas.

For linguists and advanced English users, CGEL is a reference to return to
repeatedly. Its thorough explanations can clarify confusing grammar points
and provide fresh perspectives on familiar structures.

Who Benefits Most from Cambridge Grammar of the
English Language?

While CGEL is invaluable for linguists, it is also accessible to dedicated
language enthusiasts, advanced ESL learners, and teachers seeking a robust
understanding of English grammar. Its detailed approach supports a variety
goals, from academic research to improving writing and speaking skills.

Exploring Related Grammar Resources and
Theories

of

The Cambridge Grammar of the English Language doesn’t exist in isolation. It

builds upon and interacts with other linguistic theories and grammar
frameworks. For example, it contrasts with traditional school grammars by
rejecting rigid prescriptive norms, and it complements frameworks like
systemic functional grammar and transformational-generative grammar.

Those interested in further exploration might also look into companion text
such as:
e A Student’s Introduction to English Grammar by Huddleston and Pullum —

more accessible version of CGEL for learners.

e English Grammar Today — a practical guide drawing from CGEL insights,
useful for teachers and learners.

e Corpus-based grammar studies — which use real-world data to analyze
language usage patterns.

These resources, along with CGEL, form a comprehensive ecosystem for anyone
passionate about mastering English grammar in a modern, research-backed way
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Final Thoughts on Cambridge Grammar of the
English Language

Diving into the Cambridge Grammar of the English Language is like embarking
on a journey through the heart of English itself. It challenges preconceived
notions about grammar, encourages curiosity about language structure, and
equips readers with a deep, nuanced understanding of English. Whether you’re
a linguist, teacher, or an avid language learner, exploring this grammar is a
step toward mastering the richness and complexity of English communication.
With its blend of thorough research, practical examples, and insightful
analysis, CGEL remains a cornerstone in the study of English grammar for
years to come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Cambridge Grammar of the English
Language?

The Cambridge Grammar of the English Language (CGEL) is a comprehensive
descriptive grammar of English, authored by Rodney Huddleston and Geoffrey K.
Pullum, first published in 2002. It provides an in-depth analysis of English
grammar based on modern linguistic theory.

Who are the authors of the Cambridge Grammar of the
English Language?

The Cambridge Grammar of the English Language was authored by linguists
Rodney Huddleston and Geoffrey K. Pullum.

How does the Cambridge Grammar of the English
Language differ from traditional English grammars?

Unlike traditional prescriptive grammars, CGEL offers a descriptive approach
based on linguistic research, focusing on actual language use, detailed
classification of grammatical structures, and a modern theoretical framework.

Is the Cambridge Grammar of the English Language
suitable for learners or primarily for linguists?

While CGEL is primarily aimed at linguists, language researchers, and
advanced students, it can also be a valuable resource for teachers and
advanced English learners interested in a thorough understanding of English
grammar.



Has the Cambridge Grammar of the English Language
been updated since its first publication?

As of now, the original edition published in 2002 remains the most widely
referenced version, though related works and supplementary materials have
been released. There have been no major new editions but ongoing academic
discussions build on its framework.

What topics are covered in the Cambridge Grammar of
the English Language?

CGEL covers a wide range of topics including syntax, morphology, parts of
speech, word classes, phrase structure, clause types, and the semantics of
grammatical categories in English.

Can the Cambridge Grammar of the English Language be
accessed online?

Yes, there is an online edition of the Cambridge Grammar of the English
Language available through Cambridge University Press, often accessible via
institutional subscriptions or individual purchase.

How has the Cambridge Grammar of the English
Language influenced modern English grammar studies?

CGEL has significantly influenced modern English grammar studies by providing
a rigorous, linguistically grounded framework that challenges traditional
grammar descriptions and has become a standard reference in academic and
teaching contexts.

Additional Resources

Cambridge Grammar of the English Language: A Definitive Reference for
Linguists and Language Enthusiasts

cambridge grammar of the english language stands as one of the most
authoritative and comprehensive linguistic works dedicated to English
grammar. Published in 2002 and authored by Rodney Huddleston and Geoffrey K.
Pullum, this monumental volume has reshaped the way scholars, educators, and
language professionals approach the complexities of English syntax and
grammar. Unlike traditional grammar books that often rely on prescriptive
rules, the Cambridge Grammar of the English Language (CGEL) offers a
descriptive and empirical analysis, grounded in modern linguistic theory and
extensive language data.

This article delves into the significance, methodology, and impact of CGEL,
exploring its features and positioning it within the broader landscape of



English grammar references. It also investigates the reasons behind its
acclaim among linguists and the challenges it presents to learners and
educators alike.

In-depth Analysis of Cambridge Grammar of the
English Language

The Cambridge Grammar of the English Language distinguishes itself through
its exhaustive coverage and rigorous approach. Spanning over 1,800 pages, it
meticulously examines English grammar from phonology and morphology to syntax
and semantics, providing a detailed account of how the English language
functions in both written and spoken forms.

One of the hallmarks of CGEL is its commitment to a descriptive framework.
Rather than dictating how English “should” be used, it documents how it is
actually used. This descriptive stance marks a significant departure from
older, prescriptive grammars that often enforce rigid rules based on
tradition or stylistic preferences. The grammar treats variations and
dialectical differences with scholarly neutrality, offering insights into
standard English as well as regional and social variants.

Key Features and Innovations

The Cambridge Grammar of the English Language introduces several innovations
that have influenced linguistic studies and pedagogy:

e Comprehensive Syntax Analysis: CGEL provides an in-depth syntactic
analysis that goes beyond surface structures. It explores the
hierarchical relationships between elements in sentences, including
detailed treatment of phrases, clauses, and complex sentence
constructions.

e Integration of Semantics: The grammar does not isolate syntax from
meaning. Instead, it incorporates semantic considerations, examining how
grammatical structures convey different shades of meaning and how
context influences interpretation.

e Corpus-Based Evidence: Unlike many traditional grammars, CGEL is heavily
informed by corpus linguistics. It uses real language data to validate
grammatical generalizations, ensuring that descriptions reflect actual
usage patterns.

e Clear Terminology and Systematic Organization: The book introduces a
consistent set of terms and categories, helping readers navigate the
complexities of English grammar without ambiguity.



Comparison with Other English Grammar References

When compared to other landmark grammars such as Quirk et al.’s "A
Comprehensive Grammar of the English Language" or the "Oxford English
Grammar," CGEL offers a more modern linguistic perspective. Quirk’s grammar,
published in the 1980s, is extensive but leans towards a prescriptive style
and traditional grammar categories. The Cambridge Grammar, by contrast,
embraces a functional and cognitive linguistic approach, reflecting advances
in syntax theory and language description.

Teachers and linguists often appreciate CGEL for its clarity and empirical
grounding, but it can pose challenges for casual learners or non-specialists
due to its density and technical language. Its scholarly rigor makes it more
suitable as a reference for advanced students, researchers, and professionals
in linguistics or English language teaching.

Applications and Impact in Linguistics and
Education

The influence of the Cambridge Grammar of the English Language extends beyond
academia into various applied fields. Its descriptive accuracy and
comprehensive scope have made it a cornerstone resource in linguistic
research, lexicography, and language pedagogy.

Use in Linguistic Research

For linguists, CGEL serves as a foundational text for syntactic theory and
English grammar description. Its detailed account of grammatical
constructions supports comparative studies, language acquisition research,
and computational linguistics projects. The grammar’'s thoroughness enables
researchers to identify patterns and exceptions within English, facilitating
a deeper understanding of language structure and use.

Role in Language Teaching

While CGEL is not designed as a beginner’s textbook, it informs the
development of teaching materials and grammar curricula. Educators and
curriculum designers draw upon its findings to create resources that reflect
authentic language use. Additionally, advanced learners and educators benefit
from its precise explanations of complex grammatical phenomena, such as verb
complementation and clause embedding.



Influence on Lexicography and Reference Works

Lexicographers utilize CGEL’'s analyses to refine dictionary entries and usage
notes. Its detailed syntactic and semantic descriptions help clarify the
functions of words and phrases in context, improving the accuracy and
usefulness of language reference tools.

Strengths and Limitations of the Cambridge
Grammar of the English Language

No resource is without its trade-offs, and CGEL is no exception.
Understanding its strengths and limitations helps users maximize its value.

Strengths

1. Authoritative Scholarship: Its rigorous research and reliance on corpus
data ensure high credibility.

2. Comprehensive Coverage: The grammar addresses virtually every aspect of
English grammar in detail.

3. Modern Linguistic Approach: Incorporates recent theoretical developments
and descriptive accuracy.

4, Utility for Specialists: Valuable for linguists, lexicographers, and
advanced educators.

Limitations

1. Complexity and Accessibility: The text’'s density and technical jargon
can be daunting for non-specialists.

2. Not a Learning Textbook: It lacks exercises or pedagogical scaffolding
common in learner-focused grammar books.

3. Physical Size and Cost: Its voluminous nature and price may limit
accessibility.



Conclusion

The Cambridge Grammar of the English Language remains a seminal work in the
field of English linguistics. Its descriptive precision, extensive scope, and
innovative approach provide a benchmark for understanding English grammar in
a contemporary context. Though its technical depth may not suit every reader,
its impact on linguistic scholarship, education, and reference publishing is
undeniable. As English continues to evolve, CGEL offers a vital foundation
for ongoing study and appreciation of one of the world’s most influential
languages.
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cambridge grammar of the english language: The Cambridge Grammar of the English
Language Rodney D. Huddleston, Geoffrey K. Pullum, 2002 Publisher description: This book
presents a new and comprehensive descriptive grammar of English, written by the principal authors
in collaboration with an international research team of a dozen linguists in five countries. It
represents a major advance over previous grammars by virtue of drawing systematically on the
linguistic research carried out on English during the last forty years. It incorporates insights from
the theoretical literature but presents them in a way that is accessible to readers without formal
training in linguistics. It is based on a sounder and more consistent descriptive framework than
previous large-scale grammars, and includes much more explanation of grammatical terms and
concepts, together with justification for the ways in which the analysis differs from traditional
grammar. The book contains twenty chapters and a guide to further reading. Its usefulness is
enhanced by diagrams of sentence structure, cross-references between sections, a comprehensive
index, and user-friendly design and typography throughout.

cambridge grammar of the english language: Cambridge grammar of English : a
comprehensive guide ; spoken and written English grammar and usage ; [Cambridge international
corpus] Ronald Carter, Michael McCarthy, 2007

cambridge grammar of the english language: Cambridge Grammar of English Ronald
Carter, Michael McCarthy, 2006-02-27 A major reference grammar offering comprehensive coverage
of spoken and written English based on real everyday usage. With its clear, two part structure, this
is a user-friendly book from the world's leading English grammar publisher. The version with
accompanying CD-ROM (Windows only) makes Cambridge Grammar of English even more accessible
with: « The whole book in handy, searchable format. ¢ Audio recordings of all the examples from the
book. ¢ Links to the Cambridge Advanced Learner's Dictionary online for instant definitions of new
vocabulary.

cambridge grammar of the english language: International Handbook of English
Language Teaching Jim Cummins, Chris Davison, 2007-12-31 This two-volume handbook provides
a comprehensive examination of policy, practice, research, and theory related to English language
teaching (ELT) in international contexts. Nearly 70 chapters highlight the research foundation for
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the best practices, frameworks for policy decisions, and areas of consensus and controversy in the
teaching and development of English as a second and/or additional language for kindergarten
through to adult speakers of languages other than English. In doing so it problematizes traditional
dichotomies and challenges the very terms that provide the traditional foundations of the field. A
wide range of terms has been used to refer to the key players involved in the teaching and learning
of the English language and to the enterprise of English language teaching as a whole. At various
times and in different contexts, the following labels have been used in countries where English is the
dominant language to describe programs, learners, or teachers of Enghsh: English as a second
language (ESL), English as an additional language (EAL), limited English proficient (LEP), and
English language learners (ELL). In contexts where EngUsh is not the dominant language, the
following terms have been used: English as a foreign language (EFL), English as an international
language (EIL), and English as a lingua franca (ELF).

cambridge grammar of the english language: The 'Oxford and Cambridge' grammar and
analysis of the English language George Gill (schoolmaster.), 1874

cambridge grammar of the english language: A Student's Introduction to English
Grammar Rodney Huddleston, Geoffrey K. Pullum, Brett Reynolds, 2021-11-25 A new edition of a
successful undergraduate textbook on contemporary international Standard English grammar, based
on Huddleston and Pullum's earlier award-winning work, The Cambridge Grammar of the English
Language (2002). The analyses defended there are outlined here more briefly, in an engagingly
accessible and informal style. Errors of the older tradition of English grammar are noted and
corrected, and the excesses of prescriptive usage manuals are firmly rebutted in specially
highlighted notes that explain what older authorities have called 'incorrect' and show why those
authorities are mistaken. Intended for students in colleges or universities who have little or no
background in grammar or linguistics, this teaching resource contains numerous exercises and
online resources suitable for any course on the structure of English in either linguistics or English
departments. A thoroughly modern undergraduate textbook, rewritten in an easy-to-read
conversational style with a minimum of technical and theoretical terminology.

cambridge grammar of the english language: A Student's Introduction to English
Grammar Rodney Huddleston, Geoffrey K. Pullum, 2005-02-17 This groundbreaking undergraduate
textbook on modern Standard English grammar is the first to be based on the revolutionary
advances of the authors' previous work, The Cambridge Grammar of the English Language (2002).
The analyses defended there are outlined here more briefly, in an engagingly accessible and
informal style. Errors of the older tradition of English grammar are noted and corrected, and the
excesses of prescriptive usage manuals are firmly rebutted in specially highlighted notes that
explain what older authorities have called 'incorrect' and show why those authorities are mistaken.
This book is intended for students in colleges or universities who have little or no previous
background in grammar, and presupposes no linguistics. It contains exercises, and will provide a
basis for introductions to grammar and courses on the structure of English not only in linguistics
departments but also in English language and literature departments and schools of education.

cambridge grammar of the english language: Syntax and Semantics of Spatial P Anna
Asbury, 2008 The category P belongs to a less studied area in theoretical linguistics, which has only
recently attracted considerable attention. This volume brings together pioneering work on
adpositions in spatial relations from different theoretical and cross-linguistic perspectives. The
common theme in these contributions is the complex semantic and syntactic structure of PPs.
Analyses are presented in several different frameworks and approaches, including generative
syntax, optimality theoretic semantics and syntax, formal semantics, mathematical modeling, lexical
syntax, and pragmatics. Among the languages featured in detail are English, German, Hebrew, Igbo,
Italian, Japanese, and Persian. This volume will be of interest to students and researchers of formal
semantics, syntax and language typology, as well as scholars with a more general interest in spatial
cognition.

cambridge grammar of the english language: Connectives as Discourse Landmarks



Agnes Celle, Ruth Huart, 2007 This set of eleven articles, by linguists from four different European
countries and a variety of theoretical backgrounds, takes a new look at the discourse functions of a
number of English connectives, from simple coordinators (and, but) to phrases of varying complexity
(after all, the fact is that). Using authentic spoken and written data from varied sources, the authors
explore the ways in which current uses of connectives result from the interaction of syntax,
semantics and prosody, both over time and through diversity of discourse situations. Most adopt an
integrative approach in which speaker-listener or writer-reader relationships are viewed as part and
parcel of the linguistic properties of each marker. Because it combines functional, generative and
enunciative approaches into a coherent whole with a common explanatory aim, this book will be of
interest to linguists, corpus-linguists and all those who investigate the semantics-pragmatics
interface.

cambridge grammar of the english language: The Cambridge Grammar of the English
Language Rodney D. Huddleston, Geoffrey K. Pullum, 2002-04 This grammar for the 21st century
combines clear grammatical principles with non-technical explanations of all terms and concepts
used.

cambridge grammar of the english language: Linguistische Dimensionen des
Fremdsprachenunterrichts Thomas Herbst, 2005

cambridge grammar of the english language: Diskursive Verfestigungen Laurent Gautier,
Pierre-Yves Modicom, Hélene Vinckel-Roisin, 2018-05-22 Zentrales Thema des Sammelbandes ist
der Begriff der Verfestigung bzw. der formalen Stabilitat im Deutschen und im Sprachvergleich, der
die Aktualitat der neueren lexikographischen und phraseologischen Forschung besonders pragt. Die
hier versammelten 23 Beitrage reihen sich thematisch in diese Aktualitat ein und behandeln
diskursive Aspekte der Verfestigungs- bzw. Stabilitatsproblematik im Diskurs. Arbeiten und
Forschungsergebnisse ausgewiesener internationaler Experten werden hier zusammengefuhrt, die
sich der Schnittstelle zwischen Pragmatik und Morphologie/Syntax widmen und vor allem das
Deutsche oder den Sprachvergleich betreffende Fragestellungen im Zusammenhang mit
Grammatikalisierungs-, Lexikalisierungs- und/oder Phraseologisierungsphanomenen diskutieren.
Hiermit verbunden wird u.a. der Frage nachgegangen, wie verfestigte Strukturen zu
Argumentationszwecken im Diskurs eingesetzt werden. Der vier thematische Bereiche umfassende
Band zeigt damit, wie facettenreich der Verfestigungsbegriff im Diskurs sein kann und bietet
zugleich Impulse fur die kunftige Forschung in diesem Bereich.

cambridge grammar of the english language: Handbuch Laut, Gebarde, Buchstabe
Ulrike Domahs, Beatrice Primus, 2016-06-20 Das Handbuch Laut, Gebarde, Buchstabe bietet
vielseitiges, auf aktueller theoretischer und experimenteller Forschung basierendes Wissen uiber die
Einheiten der deutschen Lautsprache, vom Merkmal uber die Silbe bis zum Wort und daruber
hinaus, wobei im Sinne einer modalitatsibergreifenden Phonologie auch die entsprechenden
Einheiten der deutschen Schrift- und Gebardensprache systematisch behandelt werden. Damit wird
der Medialitat der deutschen Sprache, die gesprochen, geschrieben und gebardet in Erscheinung
tritt, Rechnung getragen. In engem Bezug zu den systembezogenen Eigenschaften sprachlicher
Einheiten werden experimentell gewonnene Befunde zum Spracherwerb und zur gestorten und
ungestorten Sprachproduktion und Sprachwahrnehmung prasentiert. Dabei wird das Deutsche in
das Spektrum der typologischen, soziolektalen, regionalen und historischen Sprachvariation
eingeordnet. Dieses Handbuch richtet sich an Wissenschaftler, die sich iiber Bereiche aufSerhalb
ihres Spezialgebiets informieren wollen, und an linguistisch interessierte Studierende.

cambridge grammar of the english language: Nouns and the Morphosyntax / Semantics
Interface Laure Gardelle, Elise Mignot, Julie Neveux, 2024-03-21 This edited book seeks to bridge a
gap in the existing literature on nouns, by exploring the exact relationship between their formal and
semantic characteristics. The introductory chapter offers a thorough state of the art on the
morphosyntactic and semantic angles in definitions of nouns, provides evidence of misalignments
between morphosyntactic and semantic features, and argues that a multi-criterial angle is in fact
inherent in the definition of the class of nouns. The following chapters bring together a




representative cross-section of international-level research on the morphosyntax/semantics interface
for nouns, covering a wide variety of languages from French-based creoles, German and Japanese to
English, French, Italian, Russian and Uzbek. The focus of the volume is to take a special focus on the
currently underestimated dynamic interplay between morphosyntax and semantics, at both language
and discourse levels. It will be of interest primarily to academics (specialists of nouns, as well as
anyone interested in the interplay between morphology, syntax and semantics) and graduate
students in areas such as syntax, semantics, morphology, theoretical linguistics and discourse
analysis.

cambridge grammar of the english language: N+N-Komposita mit identischen
Konstituenten im Deutschen Maximilian Frankowsky, 2024-11-04 Im Deutschen gibt es nominale
Komposita mit identischen Konstituenten (ICCs). Bisher gibt es nur wenige linguistische Arbeiten,
die sich explizit diesem Phanomen widmen. Meist werden lexikalisierte ICCs wie Kindeskind
beschrieben. Dartiber hinaus gibt es einige wenige, meist theoretische Arbeiten zu ICCs, die den
Referenten auf einen Prototypen beschranken (Madchenmadchen ‘prototypisches Madchen’). Die
vorliegende Studie umfasst zwei Korpusstudien, in denen mehr als 185.000 Falle von ICCs erhoben
werden, und liefert damit erstmals umfassende Daten zu formalen und funktionalen Eigenschaften
von ICCs. Ein Ergebnis der Datenauswertung ist die Einteilung der ICCs in drei
semantisch-funktionale Subtypen sowie die Feststellung, dass sich diese Subtypen auch hinsichtlich
formaler Aspekte wie Verfugung, Flexion oder Schreibung unterscheiden. In der anschliefenden
theoretischen Diskussion ordnet die Arbeit die ICC-Subtypen den Wortbildungsprozessen
Komposition und Reduplikation zu und diskutiert, inwieweit sich ICCs im Rahmen einschlagiger
Kompositatheorien darstellen lassen. Zum Schluss werden ICCs im konstruktionsgrammatischen
Modell der Relational Morphology dargestellt.

cambridge grammar of the english language: Aspekte der Informationsentwicklung im
Erzdhltext Katrin Gotz-Votteler, 2008-07-23 Schlagen sich die Vermittlung und das Voranschreiten
von Inhalten in einem Text in bestimmten sprachlichen Mustern nieder? Zur Beanwortun dieser
Frage werden in Textabschnitten aus der Erzahlliteratur drei linguistische Ebenen der
Informationsentwicklung identifiziert und deren sprachliche Umsetzungen mit Hilfe von Ansatzen
aus Textlinguistik, Pragmatik, semantik, Syntax und Psycholinguistik beschrieben und analysiert. auf
dieser Basis werden die Ergebnisse der unterschiedlichen Textabschnitte miteinander verglichen,
um festzustellen, welche Art von sprachlicher Realisation text- oder autorenspezifisch ist und welche
Realisationen als prinzipielle sprachliche Muster der Informationsentwicklung in Erzahltexten
angesehen werden konnen. die durch die analysen gewonnenen Ergebnisse lassen unterschiedliche
Anwendungen zu: Die Beleuchtung der Resultate vor dem Hintergrund linguistischer Theorien
erlaubt einerseits eine Bewertung dieser Theorien, anderseits lassen sich auf der Basis theoretischer
Uberlegungen Riickschliisse auf die Eigenschaften der einzelnen Textabschnitte ziehen. das
umfangreiche Analysematerial dient weiterhin einer textgrammatischen Beschreibung der Textsorte
Erzahlliteratur im Spezifischen und des Englischen im allgemeinen. daruber hinaus kann das Wissen
um das Zusammengehen bestimmter linguistischer Eigenschaften fur die Klassifikation von
Textsorten genutzt werden, wie sie beispielsweise fur eine automatische textsortenzuordnung oder
auch fur die automatische Sprachproduktion hilfreich ist.

cambridge grammar of the english language: Interfaces Between Language and Culture
in Medieval England Alaric Hall, 2010-01-01 The twelve articles in this volume promote the
growing contacts between medieval linguistics and medieval cultural studies generally. Articles
address medieval English linguistics, and the interrelation in Anglo-Saxon England between Latin
and vernacular language and culture.

cambridge grammar of the english language: Lexical Structures Heinz ] Giegerich,
2015-08-31 A monograph about structural entities originating in the lexicon - that is, about word
structure - as well as about the structural characteristics of the lexicon as a module of formal
grammar.

cambridge grammar of the english language: Cognitive Science Perspectives on Verb



Representation and Processing Roberto G. de Almeida, Christina Manouilidou, 2014-12-08 Verbs
play an important role in how events, states and other “happenings” are mentally represented and
how they are expressed in natural language. Besides their central role in linguistics, verbs have long
been prominent topics of research in analytic philosophy—mostly on the nature of events and
predicate-argument structure—and a topic of empirical investigation in psycholinguistics, mostly on
argument structure and its role in sentence comprehension. More recently, the representation of
verb meaning has been gaining momentum as a topic of research in other cognitive science
branches, notably neuroscience and the psychology of concepts. The present volume is an
expression of this recent surge in the investigation of verb structure and meaning from the
interdisciplinary perspective of cognitive science, with up-to-date contributions by theoretical
linguists, philosophers, psycholinguists and neuroscientists. The volume presents new theoretical
and empirical studies on how verb structure and verb meaning are represented, how they are
processed during language comprehension, how they are acquired, and how they are neurologically
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