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In the Country of Men by Hisham Matar: A Deep Dive into a Powerful Narrative

In the country of men by Hisham Matar is a profoundly moving novel that
explores themes of identity, family, and political oppression through the
eyes of a young boy growing up in Libya. This debut work by Hisham Matar has
captured the attention of readers worldwide, offering an intimate glimpse
into the complexities of life under a repressive regime. With its vivid
storytelling and evocative prose, the novel is more than just a political
tale; it is a coming-of-age story that resonates on multiple levels.

Understanding the Context of In the Country of
Men by Hisham Matar

To fully appreciate in the country of men by hisham matar, it’s essential to
understand the historical and political backdrop against which the story
unfolds. Set in Libya during the 1970s, the novel reflects the tumultuous
period of Muammar Gaddafi’s rule when fear and suspicion permeated everyday
life. Matar draws from his own experiences as the son of a dissident father
who disappeared under Gaddafi’s regime, lending an authentic voice to the
narrative.

The Political Climate in 1970s Libya

The 1970s were marked by the consolidation of power by Gaddafi, who ruled
with an iron fist. Political prisoners, disappearances, and widespread
surveillance created an atmosphere of paranoia. In the novel, this
environment is palpable, affecting every character’s choices and actions.
Matar’s depiction is not just political commentary but an exploration of how
authoritarianism shapes personal and family dynamics.

The Autobiographical Elements

While in the country of men by hisham matar is a work of fiction, it is
heavily influenced by the author’s own life. Hisham Matar’s father was
forcibly disappeared, and this personal tragedy informs the emotional core of
the story. This blend of fact and fiction enhances the novel’s authenticity
and emotional impact, making it relatable to readers who have experienced or
are interested in stories about political exile and loss.



The Narrative and Characters in In the Country
of Men by Hisham Matar

The novel’s strength lies in its rich characterization and the unique
perspective of its protagonist, Suleiman. Through his eyes, readers
experience the tension and uncertainty of growing up amidst political
turmoil.

Suleiman: The Innocent Witness

Suleiman is a twelve-year-old boy whose world is turned upside down when his
father is arrested. His innocence makes the harsh realities of dictatorship
even more striking. Matar masterfully captures Suleiman’s confusion and fear,
portraying his internal struggle to understand the forces that threaten his
family. This coming-of-age journey is central to the novel’s emotional
resonance.

Complex Family Dynamics

The family unit in in the country of men by hisham matar is portrayed with
nuance and depth. Suleiman’s mother, sister, and extended family members each
respond differently to the oppressive environment, highlighting varied coping
mechanisms. This complexity adds layers to the narrative, showing how
political repression infiltrates the most intimate aspects of life.

Thematic Exploration in In the Country of Men
by Hisham Matar

Beyond its historical setting and narrative, the novel delves into universal
themes that connect with a broad audience.

Identity and Belonging

One of the novel’s central themes is Suleiman’s search for identity amid
chaos. He grapples with feelings of alienation and the desire to understand
his place in a country that feels increasingly hostile. This struggle is made
more poignant by his youth and innocence, making the theme of belonging
resonate deeply.



The Impact of Political Oppression

Matar vividly portrays how authoritarian regimes affect not only political
dissenters but also ordinary citizens. The novel reflects on the pervasive
fear and mistrust that stifles communities and fractures families, providing
readers with a nuanced understanding of life under dictatorship.

Childhood and Loss of Innocence

Through Suleiman’s eyes, readers witness the painful transition from
childhood innocence to the harsh realities of adulthood. The novel
sensitively captures this loss, making it a powerful coming-of-age story
intertwined with political tragedy.

Why In the Country of Men by Hisham Matar
Resonates Today

Despite being set decades ago, the themes of in the country of men by hisham
matar remain relevant in today’s global political climate. The novel speaks
to anyone interested in human rights, the effects of authoritarianism, and
the resilience of the human spirit.

Relevance to Contemporary Readers

In an era where political oppression and forced disappearances still occur
worldwide, Matar’s work serves as a poignant reminder of the personal cost of
such regimes. It encourages empathy and awareness, making it a significant
read for those seeking to understand the human side of political conflict.

Literary Merit and Critical Acclaim

The novel has garnered praise for its lyrical prose, compelling storytelling,
and emotional depth. It has been shortlisted for several prestigious awards,
including the Guardian First Book Award, cementing Hisham Matar’s reputation
as a powerful new voice in contemporary literature.

Tips for Reading and Appreciating In the



Country of Men by Hisham Matar

If you’re planning to read in the country of men by hisham matar, here are
some tips to enhance your experience:

Understand the historical context: Familiarize yourself with Libya’s
history under Gaddafi to better grasp the political nuances.

Focus on the emotional journey: Pay attention to Suleiman’s perspective,
which offers a unique lens on the impact of political turmoil.

Reflect on the themes: Consider how themes of identity, loss, and
resilience relate to broader human experiences.

Explore related literature: Reading other works on political exile and
authoritarianism can deepen your understanding.

Exploring Related Works and Further Reading

For those interested in themes similar to in the country of men by hisham
matar, there are several other notable books and authors worth exploring:

The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini – a story of childhood and political
upheaval in Afghanistan.

Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi – a graphic memoir about growing up during
the Iranian Revolution.

Season of Migration to the North by Tayeb Salih – a classic exploring
postcolonial identity in Sudan.

Reading Lolita in Tehran by Azar Nafisi – a memoir about literature and
life under political repression.

These books complement Matar’s work by offering diverse perspectives on
similar issues of identity, oppression, and resilience.

In the end, in the country of men by hisham matar is a novel that manages to
be both deeply personal and universally relevant. Its vivid portrayal of a
boy’s struggle to understand a fractured world invites readers to reflect on
the enduring impact of political oppression and the indomitable nature of
hope. Whether you are drawn to historical fiction, political narratives, or



coming-of-age stories, Matar’s debut novel offers a compelling and
unforgettable reading experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'In the Country of Men'
by Hisham Matar?
The central theme of 'In the Country of Men' is the loss of innocence and the
impact of political oppression in Libya during the 1970s, as experienced
through the eyes of a young boy named Suleiman.

Who is the protagonist in 'In the Country of Men'
and what is his perspective?
The protagonist is Suleiman, a nine-year-old boy who narrates the story. His
perspective is that of a child trying to understand the complexities and
dangers of the oppressive political environment around him.

How does Hisham Matar portray the political climate
in Libya in the novel?
Hisham Matar portrays Libya under Gaddafi's regime as a place of fear,
suspicion, and repression, where neighbors spy on each other, and dissent is
brutally punished.

What role does family play in 'In the Country of
Men'?
Family plays a crucial role as a source of love and conflict. Suleiman's
family is deeply affected by the political turmoil, especially his father's
opposition to the regime, which puts them all at risk.

How does the theme of fear manifest in the novel?
Fear is pervasive throughout the novel, influencing Suleiman’s behavior and
relationships. It is depicted through the constant surveillance, the threat
of arrest, and the silence forced upon the characters.

What significance does Suleiman’s friendship with
his schoolmates have in the story?
Suleiman’s friendships highlight the innocence of childhood contrasted with
the harsh realities of their environment, and how political tensions
infiltrate even the simplest social interactions.



How does 'In the Country of Men' explore the idea of
identity?
The novel explores identity through Suleiman’s struggle to understand
himself, his family, and his country amidst political chaos, reflecting the
broader search for national and personal identity.

What literary techniques does Hisham Matar use to
convey the novel’s mood and themes?
Matar employs a first-person narrative, vivid imagery, and a child’s innocent
perspective to convey the mood of tension and fear, while also using
symbolism and metaphor to deepen the themes of loss and resistance.

Additional Resources
**Unveiling the Layers of "In the Country of Men" by Hisham Matar**

in the country of men by hisham matar stands as a profound literary
exploration of political oppression, personal loss, and the coming-of-age
experience set against the turbulent backdrop of 1970s Libya. Matar’s debut
novel intricately weaves a narrative that is both intensely personal and
politically charged, offering readers a nuanced perspective on life under an
authoritarian regime. Through the eyes of a young boy, Suleiman, the story
unfolds with a compelling blend of innocence and harsh reality, marking the
novel as a significant contribution to contemporary Middle Eastern
literature.

Exploring the Political and Personal Dimensions

At its core, *In the Country of Men* delves into the complex interplay
between the individual and the state. The novel is set during the rise of
Muammar Gaddafi’s dictatorship, capturing the pervasive atmosphere of fear
and mistrust that defined Libya during this period. Matar’s portrayal is
neither didactic nor overtly political; instead, he opts for a subtle
narrative style that reveals the impact of tyranny on ordinary lives,
particularly through the intimate lens of a family grappling with the
disappearance of the father, a political dissident.

This dual focus on political unrest and familial disintegration allows for a
rich analytical framework. The novel’s setting is not merely a backdrop but
an active force shaping the characters’ destinies. In this regard, *In the
Country of Men* shares thematic affinities with other works of political
fiction that explore authoritarianism, such as Orhan Pamuk’s *Snow* or Khaled
Hosseini’s *The Kite Runner*, though Matar’s approach is distinct in its
focus on childhood innocence lost to political violence.



Narrative Style and Character Development

Matar’s narrative voice is a defining feature of the novel. By choosing
Suleiman, a ten-year-old boy, as the protagonist and narrator, the author
crafts a story that balances naivety with a growing awareness of danger. This
perspective is crucial for readers to grasp the emotional stakes and the
psychological turmoil faced by families under surveillance and threat.
Suleiman’s internal conflict—between loyalty to his family and the instinct
for self-preservation—reflects a broader theme of identity crisis under
oppressive regimes.

The characters are multidimensional, with Suleiman’s mother and sister
portrayed as resilient yet vulnerable figures, embodying the silent suffering
of women in such contexts. Meanwhile, Suleiman’s father emerges more as an
idea and a symbol of resistance than a fully fleshed-out character, which
serves to heighten the sense of loss and uncertainty permeating the
narrative.

Thematic Depth and Symbolism

One of the most compelling aspects of *In the Country of Men by Hisham Matar*
is its thematic richness. The novel explores themes of betrayal, trust, and
the fragility of human relationships when subjected to external political
pressures. The title itself evokes the dichotomy between the collective
identity imposed by the state and the individual’s struggle for autonomy.

Symbolism is deftly employed throughout the text. For instance, the motif of
silence recurs, representing both the enforced secrecy demanded by the regime
and the unspoken fears within the family. Additionally, the desert landscape
emerges as a metaphor for isolation and desolation, reflecting Suleiman’s
emotional state and the broader social disintegration.

Comparative Context Within Middle Eastern Literature

In the broader landscape of Middle Eastern and North African fiction, *In the
Country of Men* stands out for its intimate portrayal of Libya, a country
less frequently depicted in Western literature compared to neighboring
nations. Matar’s work contributes to diversifying the narrative about the
region, moving away from monolithic portrayals of Arab societies.

Compared to other novels dealing with political oppression, such as Naguib
Mahfouz’s Cairo Trilogy or Amos Oz’s *A Tale of Love and Darkness*, Matar’s
work offers a unique perspective grounded in childhood experience. This
narrative choice enables a fresh examination of how political violence
disrupts the private sphere, an angle that is both poignant and unsettling.



Critical Reception and Impact

Since its publication, *In the Country of Men* has garnered critical acclaim
for its lyrical prose and emotional depth. The novel won the Guardian First
Book Award in 2006, signaling its recognition within literary circles.
Critics have praised Matar’s ability to capture the complexities of exile and
displacement, themes that resonate deeply given the author’s own experiences
as a Libyan expatriate.

The book’s impact extends beyond literary accolades; it has sparked
discussions about Libya’s political history and the human cost of
dictatorship. It remains a relevant text for understanding the socio-
political dynamics of the region, particularly in light of recent upheavals
following the Arab Spring.

Strengths and Limitations

Strengths: The novel’s strength lies in its evocative storytelling, rich
character development, and the seamless integration of political context
with personal narrative. Matar’s prose is both accessible and poetic,
making complex themes approachable for a broad audience.

Limitations: Some readers may find the pacing deliberate, with a focus
on internal reflection over external action. Additionally, the novel’s
reliance on a child’s perspective might limit the exploration of broader
political complexities.

Relevance for Contemporary Readers

Today, *In the Country of Men by Hisham Matar* holds continued relevance as
it addresses universal issues of repression, identity, and resilience. It
serves as an important literary document for those seeking to understand the
personal dimensions of political conflict. Moreover, the novel invites
reflection on the broader human rights challenges faced by individuals living
under authoritarian regimes, making it a vital read for those interested in
political fiction and Middle Eastern studies.

In a media landscape often dominated by headlines and statistics, Matar’s
work offers a deeply humanized account that complements factual reporting by
adding emotional and psychological depth. This narrative approach enhances
empathy and broadens the scope of understanding beyond geopolitical analysis.

The novel’s enduring appeal also lies in its exploration of childhood amidst



chaos, a theme that transcends cultural and temporal boundaries. It prompts
readers to consider how innocence is preserved or lost in environments of
fear, a topic that resonates globally in various contexts of conflict and
displacement.

---

In sum, *In the Country of Men* by Hisham Matar is more than a political
novel; it is a poignant meditation on memory, identity, and the indelible
scars left by authoritarianism. Its nuanced portrayal of Libya’s dark chapter
invites readers into a world where personal and political histories collide,
revealing the resilience of the human spirit even in the bleakest
circumstances.
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  in the country of men by hisham matar: In the Country of Men Anica
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- fiction, film or poetry. In the Country of Men is the debut novel from Libyan author Hisham Matar.
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between a father whose clandestine anti - Gaddafi activities bring about searches, stalkings and
telephone eavesdroppings by Gaddafi's state police, and a vulnerable young mother who resorts to
various drugs to bury her anxiety and anger.
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Nouri Gana, 2015-04-17 Opening up the field of diasporic Anglo-Arab literature to critical debate,
this companion spans from the first Arab novel in 1911 to the resurgence of the Anglo-Arabic novel
in the last 20 years. There are chapters on authors such as Ameen Rihani, Ahdaf
  in the country of men by hisham matar: Nostalgia in Anglophone Arab Literature Tasnim
Qutait, 2021-04-22 This book offers an in-depth engagement with the growing body of Anglophone
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tendency to dismiss nostalgia as a sentimental trope of immigrant narratives, Qutait sheds light on
the creative uses to which it is put in the works of Rabih Alameddine, Ahdaf Soueif, Hisham Matar,
Leila Aboulela, Randa Jarrar, Rawi Hage, and others. Arguing for the necessity of theorising cultural
memory beyond Eurocentric frameworks, the book demonstrates how Arab novelists writing in
English draw on nostalgia as a touchstone of Arabic literary tradition from pre-Islamic poetry to the
present. Qutait situates Anglophone Arab fiction within contentious debates about the place of the
past in the Arab world, tracing how writers have deployed nostalgia as an aesthetic strategy to deal
with subject matter ranging from the Islamic golden age, the era of anti-colonial struggle, the
failures of the postcolonial state and of pan-Arabism, and the perennial issue of the diaspora's
relationship to the homeland. Making a contribution to the transnational turn in memory studies
while focusing on a region underrepresented in this field, this book will be of interest for
researchers interested in cultural memory, postcolonial studies and the literatures of the Middle
East.
  in the country of men by hisham matar: HISHAM MATAR'S IN THE COUNTRY OF MEN
ANICA. BOULANGER-MASHBERG, 2013
  in the country of men by hisham matar: The Oxford Handbook of Arab Novelistic
Traditions Waïl S. Hassan, 2017 The Oxford Handbook of Arab Novelistic Traditions encompasses
the genesis of the Arabic novel in the second half of the nineteenth century and its development to
the present in every Arab country, as well as Arab immigrant writing in many languages around the
world.
  in the country of men by hisham matar: The Rough Guide to First-Time Africa Rough
Guides, 2011-04-01 The Rough Guide First-Time Africa tells you everything you need to know before
you go to Africa, from visas and vaccinations to budgets and packing. It will help you plan the best
possible trip, with advice on when to go and what not to miss, and how to avoid trouble on the road.
You'll find insightful information on what tickets to buy, where to stay, what to eat and how to stay
healthy and save money in Africa. The Rough Guide First-Time Africa includes insightful overviews
of each African country highlighting the best places to visit with country-specific websites, clear
maps, suggested reading and budget information. Be inspired by the 'things not to miss' section
whilst useful contact details will help you plan your route. All kinds of advice and anecdotes from
travellers who've been there and done it will make travelling stress-free. The Rough Guide
First-Time Africa has everything you need to get your journey underway.The Rough Guide to
First-Time Africa- now available in epub format.
  in the country of men by hisham matar: Literature, Migration and the 'War on Terror' Fiona
Tolan, Stephen Morton, Anastasia Valassopoulos, Robert Spencer, 2013-09-13 This is a major new
collection of essays on literary and cultural representations of migration and terrorism, the cultural
impact of 9/11, and the subsequent ‘war on terror’. The collection commences with analyses of the
relationship between migration and terrorism, which has been the focus of much mainstream
political and media debate since the attacks on America in 2001 and the London bombings in 2005,
not least because liberal democratic governments in Europe and North America have invoked such
attacks to justify the regulation of migration and the criminalisation of ‘minority’ groups. Responding
to the consequent erosion of the liberal democratic rights of the individual, leading scholars assess
the various ways in which literary texts support and/or interrogate the conflation of narratives of
transnational migration and perceived terrorist threats to national security. This crucial debate is
furthered by contrasting analyses of the manner in which novelists from the UK, North Africa, the
US and Palestine have represented 9/11, exploring the event’s contexts and ramifications. This
path-breaking study complicates the simplistic narratives of revenge and wronged innocence
commonly used to make sense of the attacks and to justify the US response. Each novel discussed
seeks to interrogate and analyse a discourse typically dominated by consent, belligerence and
paranoia. Together, the collected essays suggest the value of literature as an effective critical
intervention in the very fraught political aftermath of the ‘war on terror’. This book was published as
a special issue of the Journal of Postcolonial Writing.



  in the country of men by hisham matar: Journeys Without a Map Marion Molteno,
2021-09-28 Award winning author Marion Molteno takes us on a magical journey of discovery into
the life of a writer and her readers.
  in the country of men by hisham matar: The Pleasure of Reading Eric Macfarlane,
2019-07-23 The Pleasure of Reading reflects on the joys of owning and reading books. It looks at the
situations that lead people to become keen readers and the ways in which parents and teachers can
encourage children’s love of stories. It is critical of traditional methods of studying literature that
deter many children from regarding reading as a pleasurable activity. The book also looks at the
interests and passions that motivate novelists and the wide range of subjects on which they choose
to write, the kind of stories they tell, the themes that they explore and the skill with which they
handle their plots, characters and settings. Particular attention is given to the novelist’s role as a
protester against injustice, persecution and the abuse of power.
  in the country of men by hisham matar: Culture and Customs of Libya Jason Morgan, Toyin
Falola, Bukola A. Oyeniyi, 2012-05-03 Ideal for high school students and undergraduates, this
volume explores contemporary life and culture in Libya. Libya is one of Africa's largest nations, but
its topography is dominated by a huge southern desert with some of the hottest temperatures
recorded anywhere in the world. Culture and Customs of Libya explores the daily lives of the 90
million men, women, and children who struggle to get by in this authoritarian state, where only a
fraction of the land is arable and 90 percent of the people live in less than 10 percent of the area,
primarily along the Mediterranean coast. In this comprehensive overview of modern Libyan life,
readers can explore topics such as religion, contemporary literature, media, art, housing, music, and
dance. They will learn about education and employment and will see how traditions and customs of
the past—including those from Libya's long domination by the Ottoman Empire and 40 years as an
Italian colony—are kept alive or have evolved to fit into today's modern age.
  in the country of men by hisham matar: The 2011 Libyan Uprisings and the Struggle for the
Post-Qadhafi Future J. Pack, 2013-06-18 The 2011 Libyan Uprisings is a thematic investigation of
how pre-existing social, regional, tribal, and religious fissures influenced the trajectory of the 2011
Libyan Uprisings and an analysis of what this means for the post-Qadhafi future.
  in the country of men by hisham matar: Nabokov's Favorite Word Is Mauve Ben Blatt,
2017-03-14 Blatt brings big data to the literary canon, exploring the wealth of fun findings that
remain hidden in the works of the world's greatest writers. He assembles a database of thousands of
books and hundreds of millions of words, and starts asking the questions that have intrigued curious
word nerds and book lovers for generations: What are our favorite authors' favorite words? Do men
and women write differently? Are bestsellers getting dumber over time? Which bestselling writer
uses the most clichaes? What makes a great opening sentence? How can we judge a book by its
cover? And which writerly advice is worth following or ignoring?--Amazon.com.
  in the country of men by hisham matar: 'Anticipating' the 2011 Arab Uprisings R. Sakr,
2013-06-25 This Palgrave Pivot volume explores an exciting range of powerful novels and memoirs
from Tunisia, Egypt, Libya, and Syria that reveal political geographies of injustice and popular
discontent thus 'anticipating' or imaginatively envisioning as well as participating in some of the
major current upheavals in their particular national contexts.
  in the country of men by hisham matar: Civil Resistance in the Arab Spring Adam Roberts,
Michael J. Willis, Rory McCarthy, Timothy Garton Ash, 2016-01-08 Civil resistance, especially in the
form of massive peaceful demonstrations, was at the heart of the Arab Spring-the chain of events in
the Middle East and North Africa that erupted in December 2010. It won some notable victories:
popular movements helped to bring about the fall of authoritarian governments in Tunisia, Egypt,
Libya and Yemen. Yet these apparent triumphs of non-violent action were followed by
disasters—wars in Syria, anarchy in Libya and Yemen, reversion to authoritarian rule in Egypt, and
counter-revolution backed by external intervention in Bahrain. Looming over these events was the
enduring divide between the Sunni and Shi'a branches of Islam. Why did so much go wrong? Was
the problem the methods, leadership and aims of the popular movements, or the conditions of their



societies? In this book, experts on these countries, and on the techniques of civil resistance, set the
events in their historical, social and political contexts. They describe how governments and outside
powers—including the US and EU—responded, how Arab monarchies in Jordan and Morocco
undertook to introduce reforms to avert revolution, and why the Arab Spring failed to spark a
Palestinian one. They indicate how and why Tunisia remained, precariously, the country that
experienced the most political change for the lowest cost in bloodshed. This book provides a vivid
illustrated account and rigorous scholarly analysis of the course and fate, the strengths and the
weaknesses, of the Arab Spring. The authors draw clear and challenging conclusions from these
tumultuous events. Above all, they show how civil resistance aiming at regime change is not enough:
building the institutions and the trust necessary for reforms to be implemented and democracy to
develop is a more difficult but equally crucial task.
  in the country of men by hisham matar: In 200 Büchern um den Globus Achim Hölter,
2023-10-09 Literaturkritik von einem Literaturwissenschaftler, mit einer Prise artistischer Ambition.
Das Experiment: 200 Bücher aus 200 Ländern oder Sprachkulturen zu lesen, die integrale Werke
darstellen, ins Deutsche übersetzt, als Taschenbücher und im Original zumeist nach 2000
erschienen sind, und sie in je genau 200 Wörtern zu beschreiben. Achim Hölter, Professor für
Vergleichende Literaturwissenschaft an der Universität Wien, hat sich systematisch durch die
aktuelle Weltliteratur gelesen, aus den großen Nationalliteraturen nach dem Zufalls- oder
Lustprinzip ausgewählt, während bei sehr kleinen Staaten oder jungen Literaturen wenige oder nur
ein Titel in Frage kamen. Hat man als deutschsprachige:r Leser:in heute eine Chance, sich um den
Globus zu lesen? Welcher Überblick ergibt sich durch die Stichproben? Die Kurztexte nach der
strengen Regel geraten mal nüchtern, mal deskriptiv, mal bewundernd, mal kritisch, immer sehr
dicht, jedenfalls so, dass jedes Wort mit Bedacht steht, wo es steht.
  in the country of men by hisham matar: Toward the Geopolitical Novel Caren Irr,
2013-12-17 Caren Irr's survey of more than 125 novels outlines the dramatic resurgence of the
American political novel in the twenty-first century. She explores the writings of Chris Abani, Susan
Choi, Edwidge Danticat, Junot Díaz, Dave Eggers, Jeffrey Eugenides, Aleksandar Hemon, Hari
Kunzru, Dinaw Mengestu, Norman Rush, Gary Shteyngart, and others as they rethink stories of
migration, the Peace Corps, nationalism and neoliberalism, revolution, and the expatriate
experience. Taken together, these innovations define a new literary form: the geopolitical novel.
More cosmopolitan and socially critical than domestic realism, the geopolitical novel provides new
ways of understanding crucial political concepts to meet the needs of a new century.
  in the country of men by hisham matar: The Accidental Admiral James G. Stavridis,
2014-10-01 After he was selected to be NATO's sixteenth Supreme Allied Commander, The New York
Times described Jim Stavridis as a “Renaissance admiral.” A U. S. Naval Academy graduate with a
master's degree and doctorate from The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University,
conversant in both French and Spanish, this author of numerous books and articles impressed the
Navy's leaders and senior Pentagon civilians with his wide range of interests, educational
background, keen understanding of strategic doctrine, mastery of long-range planning, and
command of international affairs. Since NATO had previously been led by generals, Stavridis saw his
assignment as the first admiral to take command as somewhat “accidental.” As the American and
NATO commander in Europe responsible for 120,000 coalition troops serving in fifty-one nations, on
three continents and at sea he had come a long way since almost leaving the Navy for law school five
years after receiving his commission. The Accidental Admiral offers an intimate look at the
challenges of directing NATO operations in Afghanistan, military intervention in Libya, and
preparation for possible war in Syria-as well as worrying about the Balkans, cyber threats, and
piracy, all while cutting NATO by a third due to budget reductions by the twenty-eight nations of the
alliance. More than just describing the history of the times, Stavridis also shares his insights into the
personalities of President Barack Obama, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, Secretaries of Defense
Robert Gates, Leon Panetta, and Chuck Hagel, Afghan President Hamid Karzai; Generals David
Petraeus, Stanley McChrystal, John Allen, and many more. Known as an innovator and an early



adopter of technology and social media, Stavridis' ability to think “outside the box” and sail in
uncharted waters is unmatched. He shares his insights on leadership, strategic communications,
planning, and the convergence of threats that will confront the United States and its allies in the
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'Our friendships are our fate': Novelist Hisham Matar on revolution and relationships
(WUNC1y) Family relationships and romantic relationships carry a certain set of norms and
expectations about loyalty and fidelity. But when it comes to friendships things become nebulous,
even unreliable
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