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Basic Indonesian Words and Phrases: Your Gateway to Conversational Bahasa Indonesia

Basic Indonesian words and phrases are the perfect starting point for anyone looking to explore
the rich culture and vibrant communities of Indonesia. Whether you’re planning a trip to Bali, Jakarta,
or the many islands that make up this diverse archipelago, learning some essential Indonesian
expressions can open doors to new experiences and meaningful interactions. Indonesian, or Bahasa
Indonesia, is known for its straightforward pronunciation and relatively simple grammar, making it an
accessible language for beginners. Let’s dive into some foundational vocabulary and phrases that will
help you navigate everyday conversations with ease.

Why Learn Basic Indonesian Words and Phrases?

Understanding and using basic Indonesian words and phrases not only shows respect to locals but
also enhances your travel experience by helping you connect on a deeper level. Indonesia is home to
over 270 million people, and while many urban dwellers speak English, in rural areas or smaller
towns, Bahasa Indonesia is the primary language. Knowing simple greetings, polite expressions, and
common questions can transform your trip from a tourist experience to a genuine cultural exchange.

Moreover, Indonesian is a language that borrows from various sources, including Malay, Dutch,
Sanskrit, and Arabic, which makes it fascinating linguistically. The vocabulary is often phonetic, so
once you learn the pronunciation rules, reading and speaking become much easier. This natural ease
is a big plus for language learners.

Essential Indonesian Greetings and Polite Expressions

Greetings form the backbone of any conversation, and in Indonesia, they carry cultural significance.
Here are some basic Indonesian words and phrases that will help you greet people respectfully and
politely:

Common Greetings

Selamat pagi – Good morning

Selamat siang – Good afternoon

Selamat sore – Good evening (late afternoon)

Selamat malam – Good night

Halo – Hello



Apa kabar? – How are you?

Using these greetings appropriately based on the time of day shows cultural awareness and warmth.
For example, "Selamat pagi" is used until around 10 AM, while "Selamat sore" fits the late afternoon
hours.

Polite Phrases to Know

Politeness is highly valued in Indonesian culture. Adding certain words can make your speech more
courteous:

Terima kasih – Thank you

Sama-sama – You’re welcome

Maaf – Sorry / Excuse me

Tolong – Please (when asking for help)

Permisi – Excuse me (to get attention or pass by)

Using these words will help you navigate social situations smoothly and show respect to the people
you interact with.

Basic Indonesian Words for Everyday Situations

When traveling or living in Indonesia, you’ll encounter many situations where basic vocabulary
becomes essential. Let’s explore key words related to food, directions, numbers, and common
questions.

Food and Dining Vocabulary

Indonesia’s cuisine is a highlight for many visitors. Knowing simple food-related words can enrich your
culinary adventures:

Makan – Eat

Minum – Drink

Air – Water



Nasi – Rice (staple food)

Ayam – Chicken

Ikan – Fish

Pedas – Spicy

Enak – Delicious

A simple phrase like “Saya mau makan nasi” means “I want to eat rice.” Adding “Tolong” before a
request, such as “Tolong beri saya air” (Please give me water), makes it polite.

Asking for Directions and Transportation

Getting around in Indonesia is easier when you can ask basic questions and understand directions:

Di mana – Where

Ke mana – To where

Berapa – How much / How many

Bagaimana – How

Bus – Bus

Taksi – Taxi

Stasiun – Station

Bandara – Airport

Example questions you might use:

Di mana stasiun kereta? – Where is the train station?

Berapa ongkos taksi ke bandara? – How much is the taxi fare to the airport?

Bagaimana cara ke pusat kota? – How do I get to the city center?



Numbers and Counting

Basic numbers are crucial for shopping, bargaining, and understanding prices:

Satu – One1.

Dua – Two2.

Tiga – Three3.

Empat – Four4.

Lima – Five5.

Enam – Six6.

Tujuh – Seven7.

Delapan – Eight8.

Sembilan – Nine9.

Sepuluh – Ten10.

Combining numbers with currency terms like “rupiah” will help you manage transactions. For
example, “Berapa harganya?” means “How much is it?”

Useful Indonesian Phrases for Socializing

Making friends and engaging in small talk is easier when you have these phrases handy:

Nama saya… – My name is…

Dari mana Anda? – Where are you from?

Saya dari… – I am from…

Senang bertemu dengan Anda – Nice to meet you

Apa hobi Anda? – What is your hobby?

Saya suka… – I like…



These phrases help you build rapport and show genuine interest in the people you meet. Indonesians
are known for their hospitality, and using the local language goes a long way in forming connections.

Pronunciation Tips for Beginners

One of the advantages of learning basic Indonesian words and phrases is that pronunciation is
relatively straightforward. Indonesian is largely phonetic, meaning words are pronounced as they are
written. Here are a few tips to keep in mind:

The letter “c” is pronounced like the English “ch” in “chocolate.”

The letter “g” is always a hard “g” as in “go,” never soft like “giraffe.”

Vowels are pronounced clearly: “a” as in “father,” “e” can be like “e” in “bed” or a schwa sound
depending on the word.

Stress is usually on the penultimate (second to last) syllable.

By practicing these basics, you’ll sound more natural and be better understood.

Exploring Indonesian Culture Through Language

Learning basic Indonesian words and phrases is not just about communication; it’s also a window into
Indonesia’s rich cultural tapestry. For instance, the word “gotong royong” means mutual cooperation,
highlighting the communal spirit prevalent in Indonesian society. Understanding such concepts
enriches your appreciation of local customs and traditions.

Additionally, many Indonesian phrases reflect politeness and humility. For example, using “Anda” as
the formal “you” shows respect, while “kamu” is informal and used among friends or younger people.
These nuances give insight into social hierarchies and relationships.

Tips for Learning Indonesian Effectively

If you want to go beyond just basic Indonesian words and phrases, here are some helpful strategies:

Practice with native speakers: Language exchange apps or local communities offer great
opportunities.

Use flashcards: To memorize vocabulary and common phrases.

Watch Indonesian films and listen to music: This helps with listening skills and cultural



context.

Be consistent: Daily short practice sessions work better than cramming.

Don’t fear mistakes: Indonesians appreciate effort and are usually encouraging.

Approaching your learning journey with curiosity and openness will make it enjoyable and rewarding.

---

Embracing these basic Indonesian words and phrases can transform your experience in Indonesia
from a simple visit to an immersive adventure. Whether ordering delicious street food, asking for
directions, or making new friends, a few well-chosen words in Bahasa Indonesia can bridge gaps and
create lasting memories. So why not start today? With a bit of practice, you’ll soon find yourself
confidently navigating conversations in this beautiful and melodious language. Selamat belajar!
(Happy learning!)

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some common greetings in Indonesian?
Some common Indonesian greetings include 'Selamat pagi' (Good morning), 'Selamat siang' (Good
afternoon), 'Selamat sore' (Good evening), and 'Selamat malam' (Good night).

How do you say 'thank you' in Indonesian?
You say 'Terima kasih' to express 'thank you' in Indonesian.

What is the Indonesian phrase for 'How are you?'
The phrase for 'How are you?' in Indonesian is 'Apa kabar?'.

How do you say 'sorry' or 'excuse me' in Indonesian?
You can say 'Maaf' to mean 'sorry' or 'excuse me' in Indonesian.

What are some basic Indonesian words for numbers 1 to 5?
The Indonesian words for numbers 1 to 5 are: 1 - 'satu', 2 - 'dua', 3 - 'tiga', 4 - 'empat', 5 - 'lima'.

How do you say 'please' in Indonesian?
The word for 'please' in Indonesian is 'Tolong' when requesting help, or 'Silakan' when inviting
someone to do something.



Additional Resources
Basic Indonesian Words and Phrases: A Gateway to Understanding Indonesia’s Linguistic Landscape

Basic Indonesian words and phrases form the cornerstone of communication for anyone seeking
to navigate Indonesia’s rich tapestry of culture, business, and travel. As the official language spoken
by over 270 million people across the archipelago, Indonesian (Bahasa Indonesia) serves as a unifying
medium amidst hundreds of local dialects and languages. Understanding these fundamental terms
not only facilitates smoother interactions but also opens doors to deeper cultural appreciation and
practical engagement in various contexts.

The Importance of Learning Basic Indonesian Words
and Phrases

Indonesia’s linguistic diversity is vast, yet Bahasa Indonesia remains the lingua franca that connects
disparate ethnic groups and regions. For travelers, expatriates, or business professionals, grasping
basic Indonesian words and phrases is essential for effective communication. Unlike some languages
with complex grammatical structures, Indonesian is relatively straightforward, with phonetic spelling
and simple verb conjugations, making it accessible to beginners.

Moreover, basic Indonesian vocabulary acts as an invaluable tool in everyday situations such as
shopping, dining, transportation, and social interactions. It enables non-native speakers to express
needs, understand instructions, and build rapport with locals. This linguistic foundation also plays a
critical role in fostering mutual respect and cultural sensitivity, which are crucial in Indonesia’s
hospitable society.

Core Vocabulary and Common Phrases

To get started, certain words and phrases are fundamental due to their frequency and utility. Below is
a selection of essential Indonesian terms that serve as building blocks for communication:

Selamat pagi – Good morning

Terima kasih – Thank you

Tolong – Please / Help

Maaf – Sorry / Excuse me

Ya – Yes

Tidak – No

Berapa harganya? – How much does it cost?



Di mana? – Where is…?

Nama saya… – My name is…

Apa kabar? – How are you?

These phrases cover greetings, polite expressions, and basic questions, which are indispensable for
initiating conversations and navigating daily activities.

Pronunciation and Tonal Features

A notable characteristic of Bahasa Indonesia is its phonetic nature, meaning words are generally
pronounced as they are written. This feature simplifies the learning process, especially for speakers of
languages with irregular spelling patterns. Each vowel and consonant corresponds closely to a single
sound, reducing ambiguity.

However, there are nuances to pronunciation that learners should be aware of. For example, the letter
“c” is pronounced as “ch” in “church,” and “g” is always hard as in “go.” Stress usually falls on the
penultimate syllable, contributing to the language’s rhythmic flow. Paying attention to these details
enhances comprehension and helps avoid misunderstandings.

Practical Applications and Contextual Usage

Mastering basic Indonesian words and phrases proves invaluable beyond casual encounters. In the
business realm, Indonesia’s emerging markets and rapidly growing economy have attracted
international investors and entrepreneurs. Utilizing key vocabulary in meetings, negotiations, or
networking events signals professionalism and respect toward local partners.

In tourism, where Indonesia ranks among the world’s most visited countries, fundamental language
skills enable travelers to explore attractions, communicate with guides, and access services more
confidently. Furthermore, learning common phrases related to transportation, accommodation, and
food ordering can significantly improve the travel experience.

Common Situational Phrases

To illustrate the practical nature of basic Indonesian vocabulary, consider how specific phrases
facilitate typical scenarios:

At a restaurant:1.

Saya mau pesan… – I want to order…



Apakah ada menu vegetarian? – Is there a vegetarian menu?

Tagihan, tolong. – The bill, please.

Asking for directions:2.

Di mana stasiun kereta? – Where is the train station?

Bagaimana cara ke bandara? – How do I get to the airport?

Shopping:3.

Bisa kurang harganya? – Can the price be lowered?

Saya cari oleh-oleh. – I am looking for souvenirs.

These phrases demonstrate how targeted vocabulary empowers users to maneuver through common
interactions with ease.

Comparative Insights: Indonesian vs. Other Regional
Languages

Indonesia’s linguistic landscape features hundreds of regional languages such as Javanese,
Sundanese, and Balinese, each with distinct vocabularies and cultural contexts. Bahasa Indonesia,
however, remains the standardized language taught in schools and used in government, media, and
formal communications.

For learners, this standardization is advantageous, as it provides a consistent linguistic framework.
Unlike some regional languages that require mastery of complex scripts or tonal variations,
Indonesian’s Latin-based alphabet and straightforward syntax make it accessible to a broad audience.
Additionally, basic Indonesian words and phrases often incorporate loanwords from Dutch, Sanskrit,
Arabic, and English, reflecting the country’s historical interactions and adding layers of familiarity for
speakers of those languages.

Pros and Cons of Learning Basic Indonesian Words and
Phrases



Pros:

Simple grammar and phonetics aid quick acquisition

Widely spoken across Indonesia and parts of Malaysia

Facilitates cultural immersion and professional opportunities

Rich vocabulary with recognizable loanwords

Cons:

Less useful outside Southeast Asia compared to global languages

Regional dialects may still cause some communication barriers

Limited resources for advanced proficiency compared to languages like Spanish or
Mandarin

Understanding these factors helps learners set realistic expectations and tailor their language study
approaches accordingly.

Resources to Expand Your Indonesian Vocabulary

For those motivated to go beyond basic Indonesian words and phrases, numerous resources exist to
support language acquisition. Digital platforms, mobile apps, and language courses often emphasize
conversational skills and practical vocabulary. Some popular tools include:

Duolingo and Babbel: Interactive apps focusing on incremental vocabulary building

IndonesianPod101: Podcast-style lessons with cultural insights

Bilingual dictionaries and phrasebooks: Useful for offline reference and traveling

Language exchange communities: Opportunities to practice speaking with native speakers

Combining these resources with consistent practice can accelerate fluency and confidence in
Indonesian.

---



In essence, mastering basic Indonesian words and phrases is not merely an academic exercise but a
practical gateway to engaging with one of the world’s most linguistically diverse and culturally vibrant
nations. Whether for tourism, business, or personal growth, a foundational grasp of Bahasa Indonesia
opens pathways to meaningful connections and enriched experiences across the Indonesian
archipelago.
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greater variety. Simple example sentences are given for each word to show how they are used All
audio content is alternatively accessible on the Tuttle Publishing website
  basic indonesian words and phrases: Indonesia , 2000
  basic indonesian words and phrases: Resources in Education , 1967
  basic indonesian words and phrases: Learn Indonesian by Association - Lingo Links
James S Harvey, 2014-01-01 Want to learn over 400 words in Indonesian in under 1 week? Of course
you can also take your time, relax and learn at your pace. This book provides a remarkably effective
method (3 times more than traditional learning)to learn Indonesian using word associations from a
language you already know, English. No more boring learningby repetition or complicated grammar,
you will learn words rapidly, easily and with little practice, be speaking like a native, in no time. “My
aim is to provide a method of learning which anyone can use, that not only makes words easy to
remember, but is presented in a manner which is engaging, comical and highly effective. It's the
method I used to learn the language and love being able to share it with you” - James The book
contains everything you need to speak and write Indonesian for travelling and holidays. You’ll learn
the basics quickly, easily, playfully and permanently. Of course, the more you practice, the better,
and with Indoglyphs, you’ll be entertained while you learn. The book is structured to get the most
out of using the technique of association. With some diversions for light relief and simplicity of
presentation, learning becomes a joy rather than a chore. Here’s a summary of what you’ll find…
How to get the best out of the book Here you’ll learn how to use the book to best effect. What your
learning style is and how to apply it to get the best out of the book. How and why it works This
section explains how and why the method is so effective. See www.lingolinks.biz for more details and
research results. Indonesia and its customs in brief Whenever we travel and whenever we
communicate with other people, it really helps to know some of the culture so avoid those
embarrassing “foot in mouth” moments. Over 400 words of Vocabulary You’ll be guided through
over 400 words to learn in an order specially designed to support learning (avoid confusion). Each
learning set has a section to check your learning so you can review your progress. The Language
structure Yes, there is some Grammar to handle, but you won’t really notice. It’s handled in the book
using terms anyone can understand and introduced as it’s needed, allowing you to concentrate on
vocabulary rather than technical skills. Some useful phrases Phrases are introduced to give you
practice at making sentences. This book is not intended to be a phrase book, but instead, to give you
what you need to be able to make up the phrases yourself. Slang and sms speak Slang is abundant in
Indonesia, especially in Jakarta. Having a background will help you navigate the most commonly
used forms and give you kudos when you trip them out like a native. Also, if you do enter the realm
of texting in Indonesian, this section will help you understand some of the short forms used. Practice



exercises The book has plenty of exercises for you to support you in leaning from vocab to
translating simple phrases. Pronunciation and alphabet This section is useful to support you in the
correct pronunciation of words, especially when reading a word that you’ve never seen before. Some
common Exotic fruits There are some amazing exotic smells and tastes to be found in Indonesia. This
section introduces you to some of the fantastic fruits you will find, and be able to ask for on your
travels. You will learn Indonesian much faster than conventional language courses using the
technique of word association. It’s easy, engaging and permanent, no more book worming with
boring lists of words – Lingo Links™ sets you free to learn in your way, at your pace and with great
results. www.lingolinks.biz
  basic indonesian words and phrases: The Linguistics of Temperature Maria
Koptjevskaja-Tamm, 2015-02-11 The volume is the first comprehensive typological study of the
conceptualisation of temperature in languages as reflected in their systems of central temperature
terms (hot, cold, to freeze, etc.). The key issues addressed here include questions such as how
languages categorize the temperature domain and what other uses the temperature expressions may
have, e.g., when metaphorically referring to emotions (‘warm words’). The volume contains studies
of more than 50 genetically, areally and typologically diverse languages and is unique in considering
cross-linguistic patterns defined both by lexical and grammatical information. The detailed
descriptions of the linguistic and extra-linguistic facts will serve as an important step in teasing
apart the role of the different factors in how we speak about temperature – neurophysiology,
cognition, environment, social-cultural practices, genetic relations among languages, and linguistic
contact. The book is a significant contribution to semantic typology, and will be of interest for
linguists, psychologists, anthropologists and philosophers.
  basic indonesian words and phrases: Research in Education , 1966
  basic indonesian words and phrases: The Indonesian Production Sharing Contract:An
Investor's Perspective Tengku Nathan Machmud, 2000-07-12 The model contract for oil and gas
development known as the Production Sharing Contract (PSC) originated in Indonesia in 1966 and
enjoyed over a decade of successful implementation, with minor adjustments, in several
oil-producing countries. In more recent years, however, numerous problems have arisen as changes
in economic realities have driven the level of private investment down. This penetrating study, the
only one of its kind, uses legal analysis as well as historical data to pinpoint the reasons for the
initial success of the PSC and for its subsequent and persistent frustrations for investors. The author
first examines the original Indonesian contract, along with the variants adopted in Malaysia and the
People's Republic of China, and then proceeds to an in-depth analysis of the main clauses and their
amendments and execution in all three countries. Taking into account various commissioned surveys
and emerging policies and strategies espoused by both governments and industry representatives,
he concludes with a detailed proposal for an overhauled contract that allows for meaningful
adjustments, or even renegotiation, when the balance of interests between parties changes
substantially. Focusing as it does on some central issues in global economic development, The
Indonesian Production Sharing Contract will be of great value to lawyers, multinational corporate
executives, and policymakers far beyond the Asia-Pacific region.
  basic indonesian words and phrases: Learn Indonesian - Level 1: Introduction to Indonesian
Innovative Language Learning, IndonesianPod101.com,
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