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Louis Althusser Ideology and Ideological State Apparatuses: Understanding Power and Control in Society

louis althusser ideology and ideological state apparatuses are fundamental concepts in Marxist theory that
have profoundly influenced contemporary social and political thought. Althusser’s work offers a nuanced
understanding of how societies maintain control and reproduce the existing social order not just through force
but through ideology. His analysis goes beyond traditional views of state power, highlighting the subtle yet
pervasive role of institutions and cultural practices in shaping individuals’ beliefs and behaviors. If you’ve ever
wondered how power operates behind the scenes and how dominant ideas become accepted truths, diving into
Althusser’s theory can be incredibly revealing.

Who Was Louis Althusser?

Before exploring his concepts, it’s helpful to know a bit about Louis Althusser himself. He was a French
Marxist philosopher active in the mid-20th century, notably contributing to Marxist theory with a
structuralist approach. Althusser sought to reinterpret Marx’s works and address the challenges faced by
Marxism in explaining how capitalist societies persist despite inherent contradictions. His ideas on ideology and
state apparatuses emerged as part of this effort, aiming to explain how social reproduction occurs—that is,
how society perpetuates its structures and relations over time.

Understanding Ideology in Althusser’s Thought

At the heart of Althusser’s theory lies the concept of ideology. Unlike traditional views which consider
ideology simply as a set of false beliefs or propaganda, Althusser saw ideology as a lived reality that shapes
how people perceive the world and their place within it. He famously defined ideology as a system of
representations, images, myths, or ideas that “interpellate” individuals—that is, they call out to people and
position them as subjects within a particular social context.

Interpellation: The Process of Becoming a Subject

One of Althusser’s most influential ideas is the process of interpellation. Imagine walking down the street and
hearing someone shout your name; you turn around because you recognize that you are being addressed.
Similarly, ideology “hails” individuals, making them recognize themselves as subjects within a specific social
order. This process is crucial because it means that individuals willingly identify with the ideology, even if it
works against their interests. This subjective identification is why ideology is so powerful—it doesn’t require
overt coercion to maintain dominance.

Ideology vs. Science

Althusser contrasted ideology with science, suggesting that while science seeks objective truth, ideology
structures how people experience reality, often unconsciously. Ideology offers a “framework” that makes sense
of social relations, roles, and norms. Even when people engage in scientific reasoning, their thoughts are often
shaped within an ideological framework that influences their perspectives and conclusions.



Ideological State Apparatuses (ISAs): The Invisible Instruments of
Control

While the concept of ideology explains the “what” of belief systems, Althusser also tackled the “how” of
social control through his notion of Ideological State Apparatuses (ISAs). ISAs are institutions and
practices that propagate ideology and maintain the dominant social order.

Distinguishing Between Repressive and Ideological State Apparatuses

Althusser differentiated between two types of state apparatuses:

Repressive State Apparatuses (RSAs): These include institutions like the police, military, and judiciary
that maintain control through direct force or repression.

Ideological State Apparatuses (ISAs): These encompass a wide range of social institutions such as
schools, churches, media, family, cultural organizations, and even political parties that function
primarily through ideology rather than force.

While RSAs operate openly through laws and sanctions, ISAs work subtly by shaping beliefs, values, and
norms, often making the existing social order seem natural and inevitable.

Examples of Ideological State Apparatuses

To grasp ISAs better, consider some key examples:

Education System: Schools teach not only knowledge but also social norms, discipline, and obedience,
preparing individuals to fit into their social roles.

Religious Institutions: Churches and other religious bodies instill moral values and worldviews that
align with prevailing ideologies.

Mass Media: Television, newspapers, and digital platforms disseminate dominant narratives and shape
public opinion.

Family: Early socialization within families transmits cultural norms and expectations that reinforce
societal structures.

Each of these apparatuses plays a part in reproducing the ideology that supports the current social system,
ensuring its continuity without relying solely on coercion.

The Role of Ideology and ISAs in Social Reproduction

One of Althusser’s critical insights is that capitalism reproduces itself not just economically but also
ideologically. The ruling class maintains power by controlling both the means of production and the means of
ideological production. ISAs ensure that individuals internalize values such as competition, hierarchy, and
consumerism, which are essential for the capitalist system to function smoothly.



Why Is This Important?

Understanding how ideology and ISAs operate allows us to see why social change is challenging. It’s not
enough to change laws or economic relations; the dominant ideology must also be contested and transformed.
For activists, educators, and thinkers, this means paying attention to cultural and institutional dimensions of
power, not just political or economic ones.

Althusser’s Influence on Contemporary Thought

Althusser’s ideas have inspired numerous scholars in fields like cultural studies, sociology, and political
theory. His concept of ideological state apparatuses has been used to analyze everything from education
policies to media influence, revealing how power often functions invisibly. This approach encourages critical
examination of everyday institutions and the ways they shape our beliefs and behaviors.

Critiques and Further Developments

While Althusser’s theory offers valuable insights, it’s not without criticism. Some argue that his view is
overly deterministic, suggesting individuals are merely passive subjects of ideology. Others point out that his
framework can overlook resistance and agency within ideological structures.

Nonetheless, these critiques have led to richer debates about ideology, power, and subjectivity. Later
theorists have built on Althusser’s work to explore how individuals negotiate, resist, or transform
ideological forces in complex ways.

Tips for Applying Althusser’s Theory Today

If you’re interested in using Althusser’s concepts to analyze contemporary society, consider these approaches:

Examine everyday institutions: Look at schools, media, and family practices to uncover underlying
ideological messages.

Be aware of subtle power dynamics: Recognize how control can be exercised without overt force.

Consider the role of language and culture: Pay attention to how discourse shapes identity and social
relations.

Reflect on personal experiences: Think about how you might be “interpellated” by dominant ideologies in
daily life.

By doing so, you can gain a deeper understanding of how ideology influences both society at large and
individual consciousness.

Louis Althusser’s exploration of ideology and ideological state apparatuses reveals the intricate ways
power operates beyond the visible mechanisms of control. His work challenges us to look critically at the
institutions that shape our beliefs and to recognize the pervasive influence of ideology in maintaining social
orders. Whether you’re a student of philosophy, politics, or sociology, engaging with Althusser’s ideas can
enrich your perspective on the complex relationship between power, culture, and society.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Louis Althusser and what is his significance in Marxist theory?

Louis Althusser was a French Marxist philosopher known for his influential reinterpretation of Marxist
theory, particularly his concepts of ideology and ideological state apparatuses, which have significantly
shaped contemporary Marxist thought.

What does Louis Althusser mean by 'Ideology'?

Althusser defines ideology as a system of representations, beliefs, and practices that shape individuals'
perceptions and behaviors, functioning to reproduce the conditions of production by interpellating individuals
as subjects within social structures.

What are Ideological State Apparatuses (ISAs) according to Althusser?

Ideological State Apparatuses are institutions such as schools, churches, family, media, and cultural
organizations that function to perpetuate ideology and maintain the dominance of the ruling class by shaping
individuals' beliefs and values.

How do Ideological State Apparatuses differ from Repressive State
Apparatuses?

While Repressive State Apparatuses (like the police and military) maintain control through direct force or
repression, Ideological State Apparatuses operate primarily through ideology and persuasion to maintain
social order.

What is the concept of 'interpellation' in Althusser's theory of ideology?

Interpellation is the process by which individuals are 'hailed' or recognized by ideology, thereby becoming
subjects who accept and reproduce the dominant ideology, effectively sustaining the existing social relations.

How does Althusser's theory of ideological state apparatuses explain the
reproduction of capitalism?

Althusser argues that ISAs reproduce capitalism by inculcating ruling-class ideology into individuals,
ensuring they accept their social roles, consent to the existing relations of production, and thus perpetuate
the capitalist system.

What criticisms have been made against Althusser's theory of ideology and
ISAs?

Critics argue that Althusser's theory is overly deterministic, downplays human agency and resistance, and
treats ideology as monolithic, failing to account for contradictions, contested meanings, and the potential
for social change.

Additional Resources
Louis Althusser Ideology and Ideological State Apparatuses: A Critical Examination

louis althusser ideology and ideological state apparatuses form a cornerstone of contemporary Marxist
theory, offering profound insights into the subtle yet pervasive mechanisms through which power and control



are maintained in modern societies. Althusser’s conceptual framework challenges traditional understandings of
ideology, emphasizing its role not merely as a set of false beliefs but as a material force embedded within social
institutions. His theory of Ideological State Apparatuses (ISAs) provides a nuanced lens to analyze how
state power is reproduced and legitimized beyond overt coercion, influencing a broad spectrum of societal
functions.

This article delves deeply into the intellectual legacy of Louis Althusser, dissecting his theory of ideology
and ISAs, and exploring their implications for political theory, sociology, and cultural studies. Through an
analytical approach, the discussion highlights the central tenets of Althusser’s thought, contextualizes them
within Marxist tradition, and evaluates their relevance in contemporary discourse on power, culture, and
education.

Understanding Louis Althusser’s Concept of Ideology

At the heart of Althusser’s theory lies a redefinition of ideology that departs from the simplistic notion of
ideology as mere “false consciousness.” Traditionally, ideology was often dismissed as illusory or
deceptive—a set of erroneous beliefs imposed upon the working class to obscure their exploitation. Althusser
transforms this understanding by positing ideology as a lived experience, an active process through which
individuals are interpellated or “hailed” into social subjects.

According to Althusser, ideology is not just a system of ideas but an integral dimension of social practices
that shapes individuals’ identities and behaviors. It operates by inserting subjects into existing power
structures, thereby sustaining the conditions necessary for the reproduction of the social order. In his seminal
essay, “Ideology and Ideological State Apparatuses,” Althusser famously asserts that ideology “acts or
functions in such a way that it ‘recruits’ subjects among the individuals.”

This notion of interpellation emphasizes the dialectical relationship between individuals and ideology: subjects
are constituted through ideology, even as they actively participate in its perpetuation. This dynamic
challenges the binary opposition between subject and structure, underscoring how power is internalized and
normalized within everyday life.

The Materiality of Ideology

One of Althusser’s most significant contributions is his insistence on the material existence of ideology. Unlike
abstract ideas or mere illusions, ideology is embedded in material practices and institutions. This materiality is
crucial because it means ideology is not easily disentangled from the social fabric; it is reproduced through
rituals, behaviors, and institutional functions.

Althusser argues that ideology is enacted through Ideological State Apparatuses, which function primarily
by persuasion rather than repression. This perspective marks a shift from the classical Marxist focus on the
Repressive State Apparatus (RSA), such as the police or military, which maintain order through direct force.

Ideological State Apparatuses: Mechanisms of Power and Control

The concept of Ideological State Apparatuses represents a pivotal element of Althusser’s theory, elaborated
most extensively in his 1970 essay. ISAs encompass a diverse range of institutions that operate to propagate
ideology and secure the dominance of the ruling class. Unlike the Repressive State Apparatuses, ISAs function
predominantly through ideology rather than violence.



Categories of Ideological State Apparatuses

Althusser identifies several key ISAs, including but not limited to:

Educational Institutions: Schools and universities play a crucial role in inculcating dominant
ideologies, shaping individuals’ social identities and roles.

Religious Organizations: Churches and religious groups disseminate moral and ethical frameworks aligned
with the status quo.

Family: The family unit socializes individuals into accepted norms and values.

Legal System: Courts and laws reinforce ideological norms while maintaining the appearance of justice
and fairness.

Political Institutions: Political parties and legislative bodies contribute to ideological reinforcement
through discourse and policy.

Media and Culture: Newspapers, television, literature, and arts propagate dominant narratives and
worldviews.

These apparatuses work semi-independently but collectively serve the function of reproducing the conditions
necessary for capitalist social relations. The educational system, for example, not only imparts skills but
also instills obedience, punctuality, and acceptance of hierarchy—traits favorable to capitalist production.

Interplay Between ISAs and RSAs

While Repressive State Apparatuses operate through coercion and physical force, Ideological State
Apparatuses function more subtly, shaping consent and maintaining hegemony through cultural and ideological
means. Althusser’s distinction underscores a complex state apparatus structure wherein power is exercised
both overtly and covertly.

This dual mechanism explains why state power is resilient and adaptable: repression alone cannot sustain
social order without the consent manufactured by ideology. In this sense, ISAs are essential for the long-term
stabilization of capitalist societies, as they secure voluntary compliance and the internalization of dominant
values.

Applications and Critiques of Althusser’s Theory

The influence of Louis Althusser ideology and ideological state apparatuses extends far beyond Marxist
theoretical circles. His framework has been instrumental in cultural studies, critical pedagogy, and political
theory, offering tools to analyze how power permeates everyday life.

Educational Implications

The role of education as an ISA has been particularly significant in critical pedagogy debates. Educators and
theorists have used Althusser’s insights to interrogate how curricula and school practices reproduce social
inequalities. The argument is that schools do not merely transmit knowledge but also reinforce class
structures by producing compliant workers and citizens.



However, some critics argue that Althusser’s model overemphasizes structural determinism, leaving little room
for agency or resistance. The portrayal of subjects as passively interpellated risks underestimating
individuals’ capacity to contest and reshape ideology.

Contemporary Relevance

In today’s digital age, the concept of Ideological State Apparatuses has evolved to encompass new forms of
media and communication technologies. Social media platforms, streaming services, and online communities
function as modern ISAs, shaping public opinion and cultural norms on an unprecedented scale.

Moreover, the intersection of ideology with identity politics, race, gender, and global capitalism invites
ongoing critical engagement with Althusser’s framework. Scholars debate how ISAs operate within
multicultural societies and how they may be resisted or subverted through grassroots activism and
alternative narratives.

Key Features and Limitations

Features: Althusser’s theory highlights the embeddedness of ideology in institutional practices and the
importance of consent in maintaining power structures. It offers a multidimensional understanding of
state power beyond mere repression.

Limitations: Critics point to the theory’s abstractness and difficulty in accounting for ideological
change or subversion. The deterministic tone can downplay human creativity and political agency.

Comparative Perspectives: Compared to Antonio Gramsci’s notion of cultural hegemony, Althusser’s
ISAs provide a more institutionally grounded analysis but less emphasis on the fluid and negotiated
nature of ideology.

Louis Althusser ideology and ideological state apparatuses continue to provoke debate and inspire research,
reflecting the enduring challenge of understanding how power shapes consciousness and social relations. While
no theory is without its critiques, Althusser’s contributions remain a vital reference point for those seeking
to unravel the complexities of ideology in contemporary society.
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of the state and even the very frameworks of cultural, political and literary theory. The text has
influenced thinkers such as Judith Butler, Ernesto Laclau and Slavoj Žižek. The piece is, in fact, an
extract from a much longer book, On the Reproduction of Capitalism, until now unavailable in
English. Its publication makes possible a reappraisal of seminal Althusserian texts already available
in English, their place in Althusser’s oeuvre and the relevance of his ideas for contemporary theory.
On the Reproduction of Capitalism develops Althusser’s conception of historical materialism,
outlining the conditions of reproduction in capitalist society and the revolutionary struggle for its
overthrow. Written in the afterglow of May 1968, the text addresses a question that continues to
haunt us today: in a society that proclaims its attachment to the ideals of liberty and equality, why
do we witness the ever-renewed reproduction of relations of domination? Both a conceptually
innovative text and a key theoretical tool for activists, On the Reproduction of Capitalism is an
essential addition to the corpus of the twentieth-century Left.
  louis althusser ideology and ideological state apparatuses: Cultural Theory Imre Szeman,
Timothy Kaposy, 2010-04-26 Cultural Theory: An Anthology is a collection of the essential readings
that have shaped and defined the field of contemporary cultural theory Features a historically
diverse and methodologically concise collection of readings including rare essays such as Pierre
Bourdieu’s “Forms of Capital” (1986), Gilles Deleuze “Postscript on Societies of Control” (1992), and
Fredric Jameson’s “Reification and Utopia in Mass Culture” (1979) Offers a radical new approach to
teaching and studying cultural theory with material arranged around the central areas of inquiry in
contemporary cultural study —the status and significance of culture itself, power, ideology,
temporality, space and scale, and subjectivity Section introductions, designed to assist the student
reader, provide an overview of each piece, explaining the context in which it was written and
offering a brief intellectual biography of the author A large annotated bibliography of primary and
secondary works for each author and topic promotes further research and discussion Features a
useful glossary of critical terms
  louis althusser ideology and ideological state apparatuses: Cultural Theory and Popular
Culture John Storey, 2006 This book is a companion volume to Cultural theory and popular culture:
an introduction, 4th ed., Pearson, 2006. It collects together work by most of the critics and theorists
discussed in Cultural theory and popular culture: an introduction and also contains work by other
critics and theorists ...--Pref.
  louis althusser ideology and ideological state apparatuses: On Ideology Louis Althusser,
2020-03-24 The publication of For Marx and Reading Capital established Louis Althusser as one of
the most influential figures in the Western Marxist tradition. On Ideology charts Althusser's critique
of the theoretical system unveiled in his own major works, and his developing practice of philosophy
as a revolutionary weapon.
  louis althusser ideology and ideological state apparatuses: Literary Theory: A Guide for
the Perplexed Mary Klages, 2006-01-01 This Guide introduces theory in a clear, accessible way,
focusing on the major approaches and theorists.
  louis althusser ideology and ideological state apparatuses: A Critical and Cultural Theory
Reader Antony Easthope, Kate McGowan, 2004-01-01 When first published in 1992, The Critical and
Cultural Theory Reader served the growing need for essays and extracts for the study of culture.
Now, the second and expanded edition of this highly successful reader reflects the growing diversity
of the field and includes thirteen new essays.
  louis althusser ideology and ideological state apparatuses: Ideology & Ideological State
Apparatus , 2012
  louis althusser ideology and ideological state apparatuses: China's State Ideology and the
Three Gorges Dam Yuen-ching Bellette Lee, 2025-06-13 This book uses the case of the Three Gorges
Dam project to explore the Chinese state’s use of ideology, namely the political theodicy of
development, as a governing tactic in the reform era. Presenting observations from fieldwork
collected after the dam’s completion, it reveals communities who not only embraced their improved
livelihoods, but also expressed support for the mega-project and the Party’s leadership. However,



the research also indicates that the effects of the ideological dissemination surrounding the project
were not monolithic, with the development process involving extensive struggles and contradictions,
including locals facing unemployment and the fragmentation of their social networks. This
disjuncture between the state ideology and social reality thus revealed flaws in the official
imperative of political theodicy. Displaying how the authoritarian rule of the Chinese state can be
adaptive in modifying its mode of governance, especially when faced with the unintended
consequences of failures, this book will be a valuable resource to students and scholars of Asian
environment, development politics, and Chinese politics, history and society.
  louis althusser ideology and ideological state apparatuses: The Visual Culture Reader
Nicholas Mirzoeff, 2002 The diverse essays collected here constitute an exploration of the emerging
interdisciplinary field of visual culture, and examine why modern and postmodern culture place such
a premium on rendering experience in visual form.
  louis althusser ideology and ideological state apparatuses: Social Theory: Power and
identity in the global era Roberta Garner, 2010-01-01 First edition published by Broadview Press
2004.
  louis althusser ideology and ideological state apparatuses: Projecting Illusion Richard
Allen, 1995 On cinema and illusion.
  louis althusser ideology and ideological state apparatuses: Toward a Micro-Political
Theology Yin-An Chen, 2022-09-14 Has liberation theology reached a dead end? Has the time come
to propose another strategy of political resistance, one that considers and takes account of the
complexity of power relationships in daily life? How can we explore the deeper meaning of freedom
and liberation? This book begins with a reflection on the “failure” of social movements and
revolutions and a review of the methodologies of liberation theologies. Offering a brand-new
micro-political theology, it attempts to demonstrate how Michel Foucault can help us recognize the
limitations of our standard definitions of liberation. Continuing Foucault’s critical engagement with
desire, sexuality, and the body, this book opens a fresh dialogue between Althaus-Reid’s indecent
theology, Latin American liberation theology, and radical orthodoxy, leading to an exploration of how
that dialogue can remind us that spirituality and the transformative practice of the self can
themselves be fully political. It also urges prayer as both the radical root of political resistance and
its action.
  louis althusser ideology and ideological state apparatuses: Discriminating Data Wendy
Hui Kyong Chun, 2021-11-02 How big data and machine learning encode discrimination and create
agitated clusters of comforting rage. In Discriminating Data, Wendy Hui Kyong Chun reveals how
polarization is a goal—not an error—within big data and machine learning. These methods, she
argues, encode segregation, eugenics, and identity politics through their default assumptions and
conditions. Correlation, which grounds big data’s predictive potential, stems from twentieth-century
eugenic attempts to “breed” a better future. Recommender systems foster angry clusters of
sameness through homophily. Users are “trained” to become authentically predictable via a politics
and technology of recognition. Machine learning and data analytics thus seek to disrupt the future
by making disruption impossible. Chun, who has a background in systems design engineering as well
as media studies and cultural theory, explains that although machine learning algorithms may not
officially include race as a category, they embed whiteness as a default. Facial recognition
technology, for example, relies on the faces of Hollywood celebrities and university
undergraduates—groups not famous for their diversity. Homophily emerged as a concept to describe
white U.S. resident attitudes to living in biracial yet segregated public housing. Predictive policing
technology deploys models trained on studies of predominantly underserved neighborhoods. Trained
on selected and often discriminatory or dirty data, these algorithms are only validated if they mirror
this data. How can we release ourselves from the vice-like grip of discriminatory data? Chun calls for
alternative algorithms, defaults, and interdisciplinary coalitions in order to desegregate networks
and foster a more democratic big data.
  louis althusser ideology and ideological state apparatuses: The Balkans Beyond



Nationalism and Identity Pavlos Hatzopoulos, 2007-12-19 For decades, we have come to accept
that nationalism formed the basis of the modern history of the Balkans. In this bold and controversial
study, Pavlos Hatzopoulos turns this assumption on its head. Through a ground-breaking
examination of the non-nationalist ideologies in the Balkans during the interwar period, Hatzopoulos
calls into question the supposedly inherent connection between the Balkans and nationalism and
argues that nationalism does not form the sole ordering principle of the modern history of the
Balkan region. Focusing on the ideologies of communism, liberal internationalism and agrarianism,
Hatzopoulos examines how these interact with nationalist ideology. He demonstrates how
non-nationalist theories challenge the nationalist view of the Balkans as the sum of several national
spaces. He even questions the nationalist understanding of the very term 'the Balkans'. The Balkans
Beyond Nationalism and Identity revisits contemporary debates on a region that is still a European
crisis point and challenges the nation-centric understanding that permeates it. In proposing a
description of 'the Balkans' as a contested political concept, the book argues for a completely fresh
interpretation of the region's composition.
  louis althusser ideology and ideological state apparatuses: Cultural Studies, Education,
and Youth Benjamin Frymer, John Broughton, Matthew Carlin, 2011-07-01 Cultural Studies,
Education, and Youth: Beyond Schools, edited by Benjamin Frymer, Matthew Carlin, and John
Broughton, addresses the new cultural landscapes which increasingly educate our youth. With
essays from both emerging and established scholars, the book explores the ways media and popular
culture have a growing impact on our youth, their identities, and everyday lives. In our highly
mediated world, the nature of education has been dramatically transformed and taken way beyond
the walls of our schools. Identities are formed, values learned, and relationships developed in the
worlds of pop culture and media spaces. Each author brings a different lens to the study of
education beyond the classroom. From the re-emergence of Che Guevara to the effects of an
increasingly virtual culture, this collection critically attends to the changing nature of education and
the impact of culture in the lives of youth. Cultural Studies, Education, and Youth: Beyond Schools
raises significant questions and offers important insights for teachers, youth, scholars, and
practitioners, alike.
  louis althusser ideology and ideological state apparatuses: The Politics of Knowledge in
Premodern Islam Omid Safi, 2006-05-26 The eleventh and twelfth centuries comprised a period of
great significance in Islamic history. The Great Saljuqs, a Turkish-speaking tribe hailing from central
Asia, ruled the eastern half of the Islamic world for a great portion of that time. In a far-reaching
analysis that combines social, cultural, and political history, Omid Safi demonstrates how the Saljuqs
tried to create a lasting political presence by joining forces with scholars and saints, among them a
number of well-known Sufi Muslims, who functioned under state patronage. In order to legitimize
their political power, Saljuq rulers presented themselves as champions of what they alleged was an
orthodox and normative view of Islam. Their notion of religious orthodoxy was constructed by
administrators in state-sponsored arenas such as madrasas and khanaqahs. Thus orthodoxy was
linked to political loyalty, and disloyalty to the state was articulated in terms of religious heresy.
Drawing on a vast reservoir of primary sources and eschewing anachronistic terms of analysis such
as nationalism, Safi revises conventional views both of the Saljuqs as benevolent Muslim rulers and
of the Sufis as timeless, ethereal mystics. He makes a significant contribution to understanding
premodern Islam as well as illuminating the complex relationship between power and religious
knowledge.
  louis althusser ideology and ideological state apparatuses: Literary Theory: A Complete
Introduction Sara Upstone, 2017-05-04 Literary theory has now become integral to how we produce
literary criticism. When critics write about a text, they no longer think just about the biographical or
historical contexts of the work, but also about the different approaches that literary theory offers. By
making use of these, they create new interpretations of the text that would not otherwise be
possible. In your own reading and writing, literary theory fosters new avenues into the text. It allows
you to make informed comments about the language and form of literature, but also about the core



themes - concepts such as gender, sexuality, the self, race, and class - which a text might explore.
Literary theory gives you an almost limitless number of texts to work into your own response,
ensuring that your interpretation is truly original. This is why, although literary theory can initially
appear alienating and difficult, it is something to get really excited about. Imagine you are standing
in the centre of a circular room, with a whole set of doors laid out around you. Each doorway opens
on to a new and illuminating field of knowledge that can change how you think about what you have
read: perhaps in just a small way, but also perhaps dramatically and irrevocably. You can open one
door, or many of them. The choice is yours. Put the knowledge you gain together with your own
interpretation, however, and you have a unique and potentially fascinating response. Each chapter
in Literary Theory: A Complete Introduction covers a key school of thought, progressing to a point at
which you'll have a full understanding of the range of responses and approaches available for textual
interpretation. As well as focusing on such core areas as Marxism, Modernism, Postmodernism,
Structuralism and Poststructuralism, this introduction brings in recent developments such as Eco
and Ethical Criticism and Humanisms.
  louis althusser ideology and ideological state apparatuses: Zizek and Media Studies M.
Flisfeder, L. Willis, 2014-04-09 Film, media, and cultural theorists have long appealed to Lacanian
theory in order to discern processes of subjectivization, representation, and ideological
interpellation. Here, the contributors take up a Zizekian approach to studies of cinema and media,
raising questions about power, ideology, sexual difference, and enjoyment.
  louis althusser ideology and ideological state apparatuses: Das Europa Lateinamerikas
Christoph Strosetzki, 1989 .
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