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When the Emperor Was Divine by Julie Otsuka: A Poignant Exploration of Japanese American
Internment

when the emperor was divine by julie otsuka is a hauntingly beautiful novel that delves into one
of the darker chapters of American history—the internment of Japanese Americans during World War
II. Julie Otsuka, an acclaimed author known for her lyrical prose and compelling storytelling, crafts a
narrative that is both intimate and expansive, shedding light on the personal toll of war, prejudice,
and displacement. This article takes a closer look at the novel’s themes, narrative style, historical
context, and its enduring relevance today.

Understanding When the Emperor Was Divine by Julie
Otsuka

Julie Otsuka’s debut novel, When the Emperor Was Divine, was published in 2002 and quickly
garnered critical acclaim for its delicate but powerful portrayal of a Japanese American family’s
experience during internment. The story is told through the eyes of different family members—the
mother, father, son, and daughter—offering multiple perspectives that subtly reveal the emotional
and psychological impact of forced relocation and confinement.

Unlike traditional historical fiction that might focus heavily on plot or specific historical events,
Otsuka’s novel is minimalist and poetic. The narrative avoids naming characters, instead referring to
them simply as “the mother” or “the son,” which universalizes their experience and invites readers to
empathize deeply with these individuals whose stories were often marginalized or ignored.

The Historical Background: Japanese American Internment
During WWII

To fully appreciate When the Emperor Was Divine by Julie Otsuka, it’s important to understand the
historical context behind the story. Following the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941, the U.S. government
ordered the forced relocation and incarceration of approximately 120,000 Japanese Americans living
on the West Coast. These citizens, many of whom were American-born, were uprooted from their
homes and placed in internment camps under harsh conditions.

Otsuka’s novel captures the injustice and fear of this time without explicitly naming events or places,
which gives a haunting universality to the narrative. The family’s journey—from their home to the
camps and back—mirrors the real-life experiences of thousands, highlighting the loss of identity,
dignity, and security.



Thematic Depths in When the Emperor Was Divine

One of the reasons When the Emperor Was Divine by Julie Otsuka resonates so deeply is because of
its exploration of themes that go beyond the historical facts. The novel touches on identity,
displacement, family bonds, and resilience in the face of systemic oppression.

Identity and Erasure

The novel poignantly explores how the characters’ identities are stripped away through internment.
The father’s arrest, the family’s loss of possessions, and the dehumanizing conditions of the camps all
contribute to a gradual erasure of their sense of self. The title itself, When the Emperor Was Divine,
refers to the Japanese emperor's position during the war, but also symbolizes the power dynamics
and cultural identity struggles faced by Japanese Americans.

Family and Silence

Otsuka’s portrayal of family is subtle yet powerful. The silence between family members, their
unspoken fears, and the protective instincts they display reveal the complexity of their situation. The
novel shows how families coped with trauma and uncertainty, often without the luxury of open
communication. This delicate depiction invites readers to reflect on the emotional cost of internment
on relationships.

Resilience and Survival

Despite the hardships, When the Emperor Was Divine by Julie Otsuka is ultimately a story of
resilience. The family’s return home, their attempts to rebuild their lives, and the quiet strength they
exhibit underscore the human capacity to endure and survive even in the bleakest circumstances.

Narrative Style and Literary Techniques

Julie Otsuka’s writing style in When the Emperor Was Divine is distinctive for its simplicity and
elegance. The prose is spare yet evocative, often employing repetition and vivid imagery to convey
the emotional landscape of the characters.

Multiple Perspectives

The novel is divided into sections that switch between the viewpoints of the mother, father, son, and
daughter. This technique provides a multifaceted understanding of the experience, highlighting how
each individual internalizes and processes trauma differently.



Minimalism and Ambiguity

By avoiding specific names and explicit historical details, Otsuka creates a narrative that feels both
personal and universal. This minimalism allows readers to focus on the emotional truths of the story
rather than just the historical facts, enhancing the novel’s impact.

Symbolism and Imagery

Throughout the novel, Otsuka uses symbolic elements—such as the family’s belongings left behind,
the desert landscape of the internment camp, and the recurring image of the emperor—to deepen the
thematic resonance. These symbols invite readers to engage with the text on a metaphorical level.

Why When the Emperor Was Divine by Julie Otsuka
Remains Relevant

In today’s world, where issues of race, identity, and civil liberties continue to be hotly debated, When
the Emperor Was Divine by Julie Otsuka offers valuable insights into the consequences of prejudice
and governmental overreach.

Lessons on Civil Rights

The novel serves as a poignant reminder of the fragility of civil rights, especially during times of
conflict and fear. It encourages readers to reflect on the importance of safeguarding individual
freedoms against discrimination and mass hysteria.

Encouraging Empathy Through Literature

By humanizing the internment experience, Otsuka’s book fosters empathy and understanding,
making it an important educational tool. It challenges readers to confront uncomfortable truths about
American history and consider the ongoing impact of racial injustice.

Inspiration for Contemporary Writers and Readers

When the Emperor Was Divine by Julie Otsuka has inspired many contemporary writers to explore
themes of identity, memory, and trauma. Its success illustrates how literary fiction can bring historical
events to life in ways that resonate emotionally and intellectually.



Tips for Reading and Teaching When the Emperor Was
Divine

If you’re approaching When the Emperor Was Divine by Julie Otsuka for the first time—whether as a
reader or an educator—here are some tips to enhance your experience:

Pay attention to the narrative shifts: Notice how each family member’s perspective adds
depth to the story.

Reflect on the use of silence and understatement: These elements are powerful tools
Otsuka uses to convey trauma.

Research the historical context: Understanding the real events behind the story enriches
your appreciation of the novel’s nuances.

Discuss the symbolism: Explore what the title and recurring images represent in the broader
context of identity and power.

Consider the novel’s relevance today: Use it as a starting point for conversations about civil
rights and racial justice.

When paired with supplementary materials such as historical documents, survivor testimonies, or
documentaries, the novel becomes a powerful catalyst for critical thinking and empathy.

---

When the Emperor Was Divine by Julie Otsuka is more than just a historical novel; it’s a moving
exploration of humanity under duress and a reminder of the injustices that can arise when fear
overrides reason. Through its lyrical prose and unique narrative approach, it invites readers to witness
a story that has long needed telling, ensuring that the experiences of Japanese American internees
are remembered and honored.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'When the Emperor Was Divine'
by Julie Otsuka?
The central theme of the novel is the impact of Japanese American internment during World War II,
exploring identity, displacement, and the loss of innocence through the experiences of a family.

How does Julie Otsuka structure 'When the Emperor Was



Divine' and why?
The novel is structured in five sections, each from different perspectives of family members, which
emphasizes the fragmented and disjointed experiences of internment and highlights the collective
trauma endured by the family.

What role does silence play in 'When the Emperor Was
Divine'?
Silence in the novel symbolizes the suppression of identity and emotions, reflecting the characters'
inability to express their suffering openly due to fear, shame, and the societal pressures during and
after internment.

How does 'When the Emperor Was Divine' address the theme
of identity?
The novel explores identity through the family's struggle with their Japanese heritage and American
citizenship, illustrating how internment forces them to confront and redefine their sense of self amidst
prejudice and displacement.

Why is the title 'When the Emperor Was Divine' significant?
The title refers to the period when Japan’s emperor was considered divine by Japanese Americans,
highlighting the conflict between loyalty to their heritage and their American identity, as well as the
irony of their treatment by the U.S. government during internment.

How does Julie Otsuka use imagery in 'When the Emperor Was
Divine' to enhance the story?
Otsuka uses vivid and restrained imagery to evoke the starkness of the internment camps and the
emotional desolation of the family, creating a powerful atmosphere that conveys the harsh realities
and emotional weight of their experience.

Additional Resources
When The Emperor Was Divine by Julie Otsuka: A Thoughtful Examination of Japanese American
Internment

when the emperor was divine by julie otsuka is a poignant and haunting novel that delves into a
dark chapter of American history—the forced internment of Japanese Americans during World War II.
Published in 2002, this work is a succinct yet powerful exploration of identity, displacement, and
resilience, told through the lens of a single family uprooted from their home and subjected to the
indignities of wartime hysteria. Julie Otsuka’s restrained prose and minimalist narrative style lend the
story a universal resonance, making it a significant literary work that continues to be studied and
discussed in academic and cultural circles.



In-depth Analysis of When The Emperor Was Divine by
Julie Otsuka

When The Emperor Was Divine by Julie Otsuka stands out for its narrative approach and thematic
depth. Unlike traditional historical novels that often rely on extensive exposition or detailed character
development, Otsuka employs a sparse, almost detached narrative voice. This choice mirrors the
emotional suppression and erasure experienced by Japanese American internees, underscoring the
dehumanizing effects of internment camps. The novel’s brevity—just over 100 pages—belies its
emotional intensity, demonstrating how economy of language can amplify the impact of storytelling.

The story unfolds in five parts, each providing a glimpse into the family’s ordeal: the eviction from
their home, life in the camp, the father’s absence, and the eventual return to a changed world. This
fragmented structure reflects the fractured reality faced by interned families and invites readers to
piece together the emotional and psychological consequences of displacement.

Historical Context and Accuracy

One of the strengths of When The Emperor Was Divine by Julie Otsuka is its grounding in historical
reality. The novel is set against the backdrop of Executive Order 9066, signed by President Franklin D.
Roosevelt in 1942, which authorized the forced relocation and incarceration of approximately 120,000
Japanese Americans. Otsuka’s narrative does not delve into political analysis or broad historical
overview; instead, it zooms in on the intimate experiences of one family, providing a microcosm of
the broader injustice.

The detailed depiction of life in the internment camps—such as the barracks’ layout, the daily
routines, and the emotional toll—adds authenticity to the narrative. Otsuka’s work aligns with oral
histories and documented accounts from internees, enhancing its credibility. While some critics argue
that the novel’s minimalistic style might distance readers emotionally, others contend it effectively
conveys the numbness and disorientation felt by those interned.

Characterization and Narrative Style

When The Emperor Was Divine by Julie Otsuka is notable for its deliberate absence of personal
names. The characters are referred to primarily by their roles—Mother, Father, Daughter,
Son—emphasizing the loss of individual identity imposed by the internment process. This technique
invites readers to view the family’s experience as emblematic rather than singular, fostering empathy
across cultural and temporal boundaries.

Otsuka’s prose is characterized by short, declarative sentences and vivid imagery. The narrative voice
is largely observational, often focusing on small, everyday details that reveal the emotional
undercurrents beneath the surface. This stylistic choice reflects the suppression of emotion and the
stoicism that many Japanese American families adopted to endure their circumstances.



Themes Explored in When The Emperor Was Divine by Julie
Otsuka

Several interconnected themes emerge throughout the novel, providing rich material for analysis:

Displacement and Loss: The forced eviction from the family home symbolizes not only
physical displacement but also the loss of security, dignity, and normalcy.

Identity and Invisibility: The erasure of personal names and the family’s treatment as a
homogeneous group illustrate the stripping away of individual identity during internment.

Resilience and Survival: Despite the dehumanizing conditions, the family’s ability to endure
speaks to the resilience of the Japanese American community.

Silence and Memory: The novel’s muted tone reflects the silence surrounding the internment
experience, both historically and within families.

These themes resonate beyond the historical context of World War II, inviting reflection on
contemporary issues of racial profiling, incarceration, and civil liberties.

Comparative Perspectives: When The Emperor Was Divine and
Other Works on Japanese American Internment

When The Emperor Was Divine by Julie Otsuka can be compared with other notable works addressing
Japanese American internment, such as Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston’s memoir *Farewell to Manzanar*
and Karen Tei Yamashita’s novel *Through the Arc of the Rainforest*. Unlike Wakatsuki Houston’s
autobiographical narrative, which provides detailed personal and historical context, Otsuka’s novel
offers a more abstract and literary approach. This abstraction allows the story to transcend specific
experiences and resonate on a symbolic level.

Moreover, when compared to Yamashita’s work, which often incorporates magical realism and a
broader socio-political critique, Otsuka’s narrative remains tightly focused on the emotional and
psychological dimensions of internment. This singular focus enhances the novel’s power to convey the
intimate human cost of historical injustice.

Relevance and Impact in Contemporary Discussions

In recent years, when the emperor was divine by julie otsuka has gained renewed attention as
debates around immigration, racial profiling, and civil rights continue to dominate public discourse.
The novel’s exploration of government-sanctioned injustice serves as a cautionary tale, reminding
readers of the fragility of constitutional protections during times of crisis.

Educational institutions have increasingly incorporated the book into curricula to foster awareness of



Japanese American history and the broader implications of prejudice and exclusion. Its concise format
makes it accessible for high school and college students, while its literary merits appeal to advanced
readers and scholars.

Pros and Cons of When The Emperor Was Divine by Julie
Otsuka

Pros:

Concise yet powerful narrative that captures a complex historical event.

Unique narrative style that emphasizes emotional restraint and identity loss.

Authentic portrayal of internment camp life grounded in historical facts.

Timely themes that resonate with contemporary social issues.

Cons:

The minimalistic style may challenge readers seeking detailed character development.

Abstract narrative voice might create emotional distance for some readers.

Lack of explicit historical context might require supplemental materials for full
understanding.

These considerations are essential for readers and educators when selecting the novel for study or
discussion.

When The Emperor Was Divine by Julie Otsuka remains a significant contribution to American
literature, shedding light on a painful, often overlooked episode in U.S. history. Its subtlety, historical
grounding, and thematic depth ensure its continued relevance and impact in literary and cultural
conversations.
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  when the emperor was divine by julie otsuka: When The Emperor Was Divine Julie Otsuka,
2012-04-05 'A compelling, powerful portrait of a terrible endurance. Terrific' The Times Four months
after Pearl Harbor, signs begin appearing up and down the West Coast instructing all persons of
Japanese ancestry to report to 'assembly centers'. For one family - reclassified, virtually overnight,
as unwelcome enemies - it is the beginning of a nightmare of oppression and alienation that will
alter their lives forever. There is the mother, reeling from the order to 'evacuate', and the daughter,
travelling on the long train journey away from freedom. There is the son, who struggles to adapt to
their new life in the dust of the Utah desert, and the father, who, after four bitter years in captivity,
returns to his family a stranger. Based on a true story, Julie Otsuka's powerful, deeply humane first
novel tells of a forgotten generation who found themselves imprisoned in their own country, and
evokes an unjustly overlooked episode in America's wartime history. 'Outstandingly accomplished
and moving' Sunday Telegraph 'Exceptional' New Yorker LONGLISTED FOR THE ORANGE PRIZE
WINNER OF THE ASIAN AMERICAN LITERARY AWARD 2003 WINNER OF THE AMERICAN
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION ALEX AWARD 2003
  when the emperor was divine by julie otsuka: Study Guide Supersummary, 2019-09-04
SuperSummary, a modern alternative to SparkNotes and CliffsNotes, offers high-quality study
guides for challenging works of literature. This 40-page guide for When the Emperor Was Divine by
Julie Otsuka includes detailed chapter summaries and analysis covering 5 chapters, as well as
several more in-depth sections of expert-written literary analysis. Featured content includes
commentary on major characters, 25 important quotes, essay topics, and key themes like Loss of
Identity and The Displacement and Alienation of Immigrants.
  when the emperor was divine by julie otsuka: A Study Guide for Julie Otsuka's "When the
Emperor Was Divine" Cengage Learning Gale, 2017-07-25
  when the emperor was divine by julie otsuka: anderswo, daheim Leila Aboulela,
2022-09-30 Nadia merkt in den Ferien in Kairo, wie fremd ihr die Heimat ihrer Mutter geworden ist.
Ein zum Islam konvertierter Schotte fliegt nach Khartum, um seine Braut zu heiraten. Als ihr Vater
plötzlich stirbt, wird er mit den fremden Riten konfrontiert, die ihm mehr zu schaffen machen, als er
geglaubt hatte. Farida muss sich gegen ihren strengen Vater durchsetzen, um in der Schule eine
Brille tragen zu dürfen. Schadia, eine Studentin aus einer wohlhabenden sudanesischen Familie,
freundet sich in Großbritannien gegen alle Hindernisse mit einem schottischen Kommilitonen aus
einer Arbeiterfamilie an. Leila Aboulela verschränkt geschickt die Lebenswirklichkeiten in Ägypten,
im Sudan und in Großbritannien miteinander. Ihre Figuren können im Anderswo nicht wirklich zu
Hause sein, aber die Heimat ihres Herkunftslandes erscheint ihnen aufgrund ihrer
Migrationserfahrungen ebenso fremd. Aboulela erzählt ohne Pathos, dafür mit feinem Wortwitz und
einem genauen Blick für die Sehnsüchte der Aus- und Eingewanderten.
  when the emperor was divine by julie otsuka: Migrant Aesthetics Glenda R. Carpio,
2023-10-31 Co-winner, 2024 Matei Calinescu Prize, Modern Language Association By most accounts,
immigrant literature deals primarily with how immigrants struggle to adapt to their adopted
countries. Its readers have come to expect stories of identity formation, of how immigrants create
ethnic communities and maintain ties to countries of origin. Yet such narratives can center
exceptional stories of individual success or obscure the political forces that uproot millions of people
the world over. Glenda R. Carpio argues that we need a new paradigm for migrant fiction. Migrant
Aesthetics shows how contemporary authors—Teju Cole, Dinaw Mengestu, Aleksandar Hemon,
Valeria Luiselli, Julie Otsuka, and Junot Díaz—expose the historical legacies and political injustices
that produce forced migration through artistic innovation. Their fiction rejects the generic features
of immigrant literature—especially the acculturation plot and the use of migrant narrators as
cultural guides who must appeal to readerly empathy. They emphasize the limits of empathy,
insisting instead that readers recognize their own roles in the realities of migration, which, like
climate change, is driven by global inequalities. Carpio traces how these authors create literary
echoes of the past, showing how the history of (neo)colonialism links distinct immigrant experiences



and can lay the foundation for cross-ethnic migrant solidarity. Revealing how migration shapes and
is shaped by language and narrative, Migrant Aesthetics casts fiction as vital testimony to past and
present colonial, imperial, and structural displacement and violence.
  when the emperor was divine by julie otsuka: Asian American Literature in Transition,
1930-1965: Volume 2 Victor Bascara, Josephine Nock-Hee Park, 2021-06-17 Leading scholars
provide illuminating and engaging perspectives on a long neglected, yet incredibly eventful, period
(1930-1965) of Asian American literature.
  when the emperor was divine by julie otsuka: The Reading Group Insider The eBook Insider,
2011-10-04 The Reading Group Insider is a valuable resource for everything you need to know about
reading groups. If you are looking for ideas to enhance your current group's experiences, interested
in joining a reading group, or starting one of your own, the suggestions within The Reading Group
Insider will get you started on the right path. This is the place to find excerpts to browse for help
with choosing good discussion titles; Q&As with the authors of some tried and true reading group
picks; recipes to complement what you're reading; tips on how to start or join a reading group of
your own; travel and field trip ideas to spice up your meetings; and much more. Suggested
discussion questions are provided for different genres and types of books, including book-to-film
adaptations and memoirs. Over 50 suggestions of reading group titles from both favorite and
emerging authors are presented within as well, all with extra content or reading group guides
included so that the resources you need are right at your fingertips. Once you've consulted The
Reading Group Insider, you'll be eager to start reading, meeting and discussing! (A Publication of
The eBook Insider Series)
  when the emperor was divine by julie otsuka: Amnesia and Redress in Contemporary
American Fiction M. Gauthier, 2011-10-10 This book shows how a political and cultural dynamic of
amnesia and truth telling shapes literary constructions of history. Gauthier focuses on the works of
Don DeLillo, Toni Morrison, Michelle Cliff, Bharati Mukherjee, and Julie Otsuka.
  when the emperor was divine by julie otsuka: The Afterlife is Letting Go Brandon Shimoda,
2024-12-10 The Afterlife Is Letting Go is a meditative consideration of Japanese American
incarceration during WWII by Brandon Shimoda, author of the PEN Open Book Award–winning The
Grave on the Wall.—Matt Seidel, Publishers Weekly's Big Indie Books of Fall 2024 Both personal and
choral, The Afterlife is Letting Go is deeply felt, precise, and as generous in its insights as it is
unsparing in its critiques of how 'exclusion zones' proliferate and reach across time and space. A
stirring, trenchant, and necessary work.—Christina Sharpe, author of Ordinary Notes In a series of
reflective, multi-layered, sometimes multi-voiced essays, poet Brandon Shimoda explores the
“afterlife” of the U.S. government’s forced removal and mass incarceration of Japanese immigrants
and Japanese Americans during WWII, excavating the ways these events continue to resonate today.
What emerges is a panoramic, yet intimate portrait of intergenerational trauma and healing.
Informed by personal/familial history, years of research and travel, including visits to museums,
memorials and the ruins of incarceration sites, these essays take us on both a physical and a
metaphysical journey. What becomes increasingly clear are the infinite connections between the
treatment of Japanese Americans and other forms of oppression, criminalization, dispossession, and
state violence enacted by the United States, past, present, and ongoing.
  when the emperor was divine by julie otsuka: A Companion to Multiethnic Literature of the
United States Gary Totten, 2023-12-26 Provides the most comprehensive collection of scholarship on
the multiethnic literature of the United States A Companion to the Multiethnic Literature of the
United States isthe first in-depth reference work dedicated to the histories, genres, themes, cultural
contexts, and new directions of American literature by authors of varied ethnic backgrounds.
Engaging multiethnic literature as a distinct field of study, this unprecedented volume brings
together a wide range of critical and theoretical approaches to offer analyses of African American,
Latinx, Native American, Asian American, Jewish American, and Arab American literatures, among
others. Chapters written by a diverse panel of leading contributors explore how multiethnic texts
represent racial, ethnic, and other identities, center the lives and work of the marginalized and



oppressed, facilitate empathy with the experiences of others, challenge racism, sexism, homophobia,
and other hateful rhetoric, and much more. Informed by recent and leading-edge methodologies
within the field, the Companion examines how theoretical approaches to multiethnic literature such
as cultural studies, queer studies, ecocriticism, diaspora studies, and posthumanism inform literary
scholarship, pedagogy, and curricula in the US and around the world. Explores the national,
international, and transnational contexts of US ethnic literature Addresses how technology and
digital access to archival materials are impacting the study, reception, and writing of multiethnic
literature Discusses how recent developments in critical theory impact the reading and
interpretation of multiethnic US literature Highlights significant themes and major critical trends in
genres including science fiction, drama and performance, literary nonfiction, and poetry Includes
coverage of multiethnic film, history, and culture as well as newer art forms such as graphic
narrative and hip-hop Considers various contexts in multiethnic literature such as politics and
activism, immigration and migration, and gender and sexuality A Companion to the Multiethnic
Literature of the United States is an invaluable resource for scholars, researchers, undergraduate
and graduate students, and general readers studying all aspects of the subject
  when the emperor was divine by julie otsuka: The Cambridge History of Asian American
Literature Rajini Srikanth, Min Hyoung Song, 2015-12-01 The Cambridge History of Asian American
Literature presents a comprehensive history of the field, from its origins in the nineteenth century to
the present day. It offers an unparalleled examination of all facets of Asian American writing that
help readers to understand how authors have sought to make their experiences meaningful.
Covering subjects from autobiography and Japanese American internment literature to
contemporary drama and social protest performance, this History traces the development of a
literary tradition while remaining grounded in current scholarship. It also presents new critical
approaches to Asian American literature that will serve the needs of students and specialists alike.
Written by leading scholars in the field, The Cambridge History of Asian American Literature will not
only engage readers in contemporary debates but also serve as a definitive reference for years to
come.
  when the emperor was divine by julie otsuka: How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents
Julia Alvarez, 2010-01-12 Named A Great American Novel by The Atlantic! From the international
bestselling author of In the Time of the Butterflies and Afterlife, How the Garcia Girls Lost Their
Accents is poignant...powerful... Beautifully captures the threshold experience of the new immigrant,
where the past is not yet a memory. (The New York Times Book Review) Don't miss Alvarez’s new
novel, The Cemetery of Untold Stories, available now! Acclaimed writer Julia Alvarez’s beloved first
novel gives voice to four sisters as they grow up in two cultures. The García sisters—Carla, Sandra,
Yolanda, and Sofía—and their family must flee their home in the Dominican Republic after their
father’s role in an attempt to overthrow brutal dictator Rafael Trujillo is discovered. They arrive in
New York City in 1960 to a life far removed from their existence in the Caribbean. In the wondrous
but not always welcoming U.S.A., their parents try to hold on to their old ways as the girls try find
new lives: by straightening their hair and wearing American fashions, and by forgetting their
Spanish. For them, it is at once liberating and excruciating to be caught between the old world and
the new. Here they tell their stories about being at home—and not at home—in America. Alvarez
helped blaze the trail for Latina authors to break into the literary mainstream, with novels like In the
Time of the Butterflies and How the García Girls Lost Their Accents winning praise from critics and
gracing best-seller lists across the Americas.—Francisco Cantú, The New York Times Book Review A
clear-eyed look at the insecurity and yearning for a sense of belonging that are a part of the
immigrant experience . . . Movingly told. —The Washington Post Book World
  when the emperor was divine by julie otsuka: A Study Guide for Julie Otsuka's "When the
Emperor Was Divine" Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016-07-12 A Study Guide for Julie Otsuka's When
the Emperor Was Divine, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students. This concise study
guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical
context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for



Students for all of your research needs.
  when the emperor was divine by julie otsuka: The Oxford History of the Novel in English
Cyrus R. K. Patell, Deborah Lindsay Williams, 2024 An overview of US fiction since 1940 that
explores the history of literary forms, the history of narrative forms, the history of the book, the
history of media, and the history of higher education in the United States.
  when the emperor was divine by julie otsuka: California Dreaming Christine Bacareza
Balance, Lucy Mae San Pablo Burns, 2020-08-31 California Dreaming is a multi-genre collection
featuring works by Asian American artists based in California. Exploring the places of “Asian
America” through the migration and circulation of the arts, this volume highlights creative processes
and the flow of objects to understand the rendering of California’s imaginary. Here, “California” is
interpreted as both a specific locale and an identity marker that moves, linking the state’s cultural
imaginary, labor, and economy with Asia Pacific, the Americas, and the world. Together, the works
in this collection shift previous models and studies of the “Golden State” as the embodiment of
“frontier mentality” and the discourse of exceptionality to a translocal, regional, and archipelagic
understanding of place and cultural production. The poems, visual essays, short stories, critical
essays, interviews, artist statements, and performance text excerpts featured in this collection
expand notions of where knowledge is produced, directing our attention to the particularity of
California’s landscape and labor in the production of arts and culture. An interdisciplinary collection,
California Dreaming foregrounds “sensing” and “imagining” place, vividly, as it hopes to inspire
further creative responses to the notion of emplacement. In doing so, California Dreaming explores
the possibilities imagined by and through Asian American arts and culture today, paving the way for
what is yet to be.
  when the emperor was divine by julie otsuka: The Cambridge Companion to Asian
American Literature Crystal Parikh, Daniel Y. Kim, 2015-08-20 The Cambridge Companion to
Asian American Literature offers an engaging survey of Asian American literature from the
nineteenth century to the present day. Since the 1980s, Asian American literary studies has
developed into a substantial and vibrant field within English and American Studies. This Companion
explores the variety of historical periods, literary genres and cultural movements affecting the
development of Asian American literature. Written by a host of leading scholars in the field, this
book provides insight into the representative movements, regional settings, archival resources and
critical reception that define Asian American literature. Covering subjects from immigrant narratives
and internment literature to contemporary race studies and the problem of translation, this
Companion provides insight into the myriad traditions that have shaped the Asian American literary
landscape.
  when the emperor was divine by julie otsuka: Asian American War Stories Jeffrey Tyler
Gibbons, 2022-10-28 Asian American War Stories examines contemporary Asian American literature
that considers both the short-term and the long-term effects of war, trauma, and displacement on
civilians, as well as the ways that individuals seek healing in the face of suffering. Through the
works of contemporary writers like Chang-rae Lee, Ocean Vuong, Nora Okja Keller, Julie Otsuka,
Lan Cao, and Lawson Inada, this book explores the ways that recent Asian American literature
reflects the enduring consequences of America’s wars in Asia at the individual and collective levels.
The book also considers the journeys that individuals take as they pursue healing of their traumatic
wounds.
  when the emperor was divine by julie otsuka: Writing Backwards Alexander Manshel,
2023-11-21 Finalist, 2025 SHARP Book History Book Prize, Society for the Study of the History of
Authorship, Reading, and Publishing Contemporary fiction has never been less contemporary.
Midcentury writers tended to set their works in their own moment, but for the last several decades
critical acclaim and attention have fixated on historical fiction. This shift is particularly dramatic for
writers of color. Even as the literary canon has become more diverse, cultural institutions have
celebrated Black, Asian American, Latinx, and Indigenous novelists almost exclusively for their
historical fiction. Writing Backwards explores what the dominance of historical fiction in the



contemporary canon reveals about American literary culture. Alexander Manshel investigates the
most celebrated historical genres—contemporary narratives of slavery, the World War II novel, the
multigenerational family saga, immigrant fiction, and the novel of recent history—alongside the
literary and academic institutions that have elevated them. He examines novels by writers including
Toni Morrison, Viet Thanh Nguyen, Colson Whitehead, Julia Alvarez, Leslie Marmon Silko, Michael
Chabon, Julie Otsuka, Yaa Gyasi, Ben Lerner, and Tommy Orange in the context of MFA programs,
literary prizes, university syllabi, book clubs, and the National Endowment for the Arts. Manshel
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how institutions shape literature and the limits of historical memory, Writing Backwards also
considers recent challenges to the historical turn in American fiction.
  when the emperor was divine by julie otsuka: The Cambridge Companion to Literature of
the American West Steven Frye, 2016-04-26 This Companion provides a comprehensive introduction
to the literature of the American West, one of the most vibrant and diverse literary traditions.
  when the emperor was divine by julie otsuka: The Children of 1965 Min Hyoung Song,
2013-04-15 Since the 1990s, a new cohort of Asian American writers has garnered critical and
popular attention. Many of its members are the children of Asians who came to the United States
after the Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965 lifted long-standing restrictions on immigration.
This new generation encompasses writers as diverse as the graphic novelists Adrian Tomine and
Gene Luen Yang, the short story writer Nam Le, and the poet Cathy Park Hong. Having scrutinized
more than one hundred works by emerging Asian American authors and having interviewed several
of these writers, Min Hyoung Song argues that collectively, these works push against existing ways
of thinking about race, even as they demonstrate how race can facilitate creativity. Some of the
writers eschew their identification as ethnic writers, while others embrace it as a means of tackling
the uncertainty that many people feel about the near future. In the literature that they create, a
number of the writers that Song discusses take on pressing contemporary matters such as
demographic change, environmental catastrophe, and the widespread sense that the United States is
in national decline.
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