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**Understanding Thomas Hobbes on Human Nature: A Deep Dive into His
Philosophy**

thomas hobbes on human nature offers a fascinating window into the early
modern views on the fundamental characteristics of humanity. Hobbes, a 17th-
century English philosopher, is widely known for his groundbreaking ideas
about society, politics, and the human condition. Yet, at the core of his
political philosophy lies a profound and sometimes controversial theory about
human nature itself. Exploring Hobbes’ perspective not only sheds light on
his famous work *Leviathan* but also helps us grasp the foundations of modern
social contract theory and political realism.

Who Was Thomas Hobbes and Why Does His View on
Human Nature Matter?

Thomas Hobbes lived during a tumultuous period in England’s history,
witnessing civil wars and social upheaval that deeply influenced his
thinking. His reflections on human nature were not merely academic; they were
shaped by the pressing need to understand why societies collapse into chaos
and how peace might be restored and maintained.

Hobbes believed that before society and government, humans existed in a
“state of nature,” a hypothetical condition where no authority or laws
restrained behavior. His ideas on this state form the backbone of his views
on human nature and provide a powerful explanation for why humans organize
themselves into political communities.

The State of Nature: A War of All Against All

At the heart of Hobbes’ philosophy is the concept that humans, in their
natural state, are driven by self-interest and survival instincts. He
famously described the natural condition of mankind as a “war of all against
all” (*bellum omnium contra omnes*). Without a common power to keep people in
check, Hobbes argued, life would be “solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and
short.”

This grim outlook stems from his belief that human beings are fundamentally
equal in their ability to harm one another, which breeds competition,
distrust, and conflict. In the absence of a governing authority, individuals
are motivated by fear and the desire to secure their own well-being, leading
to constant insecurity.



Key Elements of Thomas Hobbes on Human Nature

Hobbes’ view on human nature can be broken down into several important
components that reveal his understanding of human motivations and behavior.

1. Psychological Egoism: Humans Are Self-Interested

One of Hobbes’ central claims is that humans are inherently self-interested.
This psychological egoism means that every action is ultimately motivated by
personal gain or avoidance of pain. Even seemingly altruistic actions, Hobbes
would argue, are performed because they serve the individual’s own interests,
whether through reputation, reciprocal benefits, or internal satisfaction.

This view challenges more optimistic perspectives on human nature that
emphasize innate goodness or cooperation. For Hobbes, self-interest isn’t
just a factor; it’s the primary driver of human behavior.

2. The Desire for Power and Fear of Death

Hobbes identified two main passions that dominate human nature: the desire
for power and the fear of death. The desire for power is not merely about
wealth or status but about the means to secure safety and resources. Since
resources are limited, this desire often leads to conflict.

Conversely, the fear of death motivates humans to seek peace and security.
This fear is what eventually drives people to establish social contracts and
submit to authority, trading some freedoms for protection.

3. Rationality and the Social Contract

Despite his pessimistic view of human nature, Hobbes did not see humans as
irrational. He believed that humans are capable of calculating the benefits
of peace and order over chaos. This rationality leads to the social contract:
an agreement among individuals to create a sovereign authority that enforces
laws and maintains peace.

The social contract is Hobbes’ solution to the problems posed by natural
human tendencies. It’s a pragmatic acknowledgment that while humans may be
selfish and competitive, they also recognize the necessity of cooperation for
survival.



How Thomas Hobbes on Human Nature Influences
Political Philosophy

Hobbes’ insights into human nature laid the groundwork for modern political
thought, especially concerning the role of government and the justification
for authority.

The Necessity of a Strong Sovereign

Given Hobbes’ view that humans are naturally prone to conflict, he argued
that a powerful, centralized authority is essential to prevent societal
collapse. This sovereign, whether a monarch or an assembly, must have
absolute power to enforce laws and maintain peace.

Without such authority, Hobbes warned, society would revert to the chaos of
the state of nature. His ideas challenge the notion that political power
should be limited or divided, emphasizing instead security and order above
all.

Human Nature and Modern Social Contract Theories

Hobbes’ portrayal of human nature influenced later philosophers like John
Locke and Jean-Jacques Rousseau, who developed their own social contract
theories with different assumptions about human goodness and rights. However,
Hobbes remains crucial for understanding the origins of these debates.

His insistence on the darker aspects of human nature serves as a cautionary
foundation for political realism and the justification of law and government
as necessary to curb innate selfishness and aggression.

Common Misunderstandings About Hobbes’ View on
Human Nature

It’s easy to misinterpret Hobbes as simply a pessimist who believed humans
are evil. In reality, Hobbes viewed humans as neither wholly good nor evil
but as creatures driven by natural instincts and passions.

His philosophy is more nuanced, recognizing human rationality and the
practical need for social cooperation. Hobbes’ emphasis on the social
contract shows an optimistic faith in human reason’s ability to create order
and peace despite natural tendencies.



Is Hobbes Cynical or Realistic?

Many debates around Hobbes focus on whether his view is a cynical take on
humanity or an accurate, if sobering, assessment. In truth, Hobbes provides a
framework that balances human flaws with the capacity for reasoned agreement.

This perspective is valuable, especially in today’s complex social and
political environments where conflicts arise from competing interests and
fears. Understanding Hobbes helps us appreciate why institutions and laws are
fundamental to civil society.

Applying Thomas Hobbes on Human Nature Today

Hobbes’ theories continue to resonate in contemporary discussions about
governance, human psychology, and societal structures.

Lessons for Modern Governance

In modern democracies, Hobbes’ insistence on the need for authority reminds
us that governments must have the power to enforce laws and protect citizens.
While democratic checks and balances are crucial, the basic idea that order
depends on authority still holds true.

Moreover, Hobbes’ insights highlight why social contracts—implicit agreements
between citizens and the state—are essential for maintaining trust and
cooperation in diverse societies.

Understanding Human Behavior in Social Contexts

Hobbes’ psychological egoism also offers valuable insights into human
behavior beyond politics. It helps explain why competition and cooperation
coexist in workplaces, communities, and relationships.

Recognizing that self-interest drives much of human action can lead to better
conflict resolution strategies and promote environments where mutual benefits
are clear and achievable.

Exploring Further: Key Works and Ideas

For those intrigued by Thomas Hobbes on human nature, diving into his seminal
work *Leviathan* is indispensable. This text elaborates on his vision of the
state of nature, social contract, and the role of sovereign power.



Other writings, like *De Cive* and *Elements of Law*, also offer valuable
perspectives on his evolving thoughts about humanity and society.

Engaging with secondary literature and contemporary analyses can deepen
understanding, revealing how Hobbes’ ideas continue to influence philosophy,
political science, and psychology.

---

Thomas Hobbes’ exploration of human nature challenges us to confront
uncomfortable truths about ourselves while offering a framework to build
peaceful and stable societies. His blend of realism, rationality, and
political theory remains a cornerstone in understanding the delicate balance
between freedom, authority, and human instincts.

Frequently Asked Questions

What was Thomas Hobbes' view on human nature?
Thomas Hobbes believed that human nature is inherently self-interested and
driven by desires for power and survival. He viewed humans as naturally in a
state of conflict without a strong authority to maintain order.

How did Hobbes describe the natural state of humans?
Hobbes described the natural state of humans as a 'state of nature' where
there is no government or authority, leading to a 'war of all against all'
due to competition, distrust, and the desire for self-preservation.

Why did Hobbes believe a social contract was
necessary?
Hobbes argued that a social contract was necessary to escape the chaos of the
natural state. By consenting to an absolute sovereign, individuals ensure
peace and security through enforced laws and order.

How does Hobbes' view on human nature influence his
political theory?
Hobbes' pessimistic view of human nature underpins his advocacy for a strong,
centralized authority to prevent disorder and violence, justifying absolute
monarchy or sovereign power to maintain social stability.

In what ways did Hobbes' perspective on human nature



differ from other philosophers?
Unlike philosophers who emphasized innate goodness or rationality, Hobbes saw
humans as fundamentally driven by fear and self-interest, requiring strong
control, contrasting with thinkers like Rousseau who viewed humans as
naturally good but corrupted by society.

Additional Resources
Thomas Hobbes on Human Nature: An Analytical Exploration

thomas hobbes on human nature offers one of the most influential and debated
perspectives in the history of political philosophy. Hobbes, a 17th-century
English thinker, revolutionized the understanding of human behavior and
social order with his starkly realistic and sometimes pessimistic view of
mankind. His insights continue to resonate in contemporary discussions on
governance, psychology, and ethics, making his work essential for anyone
exploring the foundations of human nature and the social contract.

Understanding Thomas Hobbes on Human Nature

Thomas Hobbes’s philosophy is grounded in a materialistic view of the world,
where human beings are primarily driven by self-interest and survival
instincts. Central to Hobbes’s theory is the idea that humans, in their
natural state, are equal in their faculties of body and mind but are also in
constant competition for resources, power, and security. This leads to his
famous depiction of life in the state of nature as “solitary, poor, nasty,
brutish, and short.”

In Hobbes’s analysis, human nature is inherently self-preserving and
motivated by desires and aversions — a framework that anticipates later
psychological theories about motivation and behavior. Unlike more idealistic
views that emphasize innate goodness or moral development, Hobbes’s
perspective is pragmatic and grounded in observation of human conflict and
cooperation.

The State of Nature: A Pre-Societal Condition

A key aspect of Hobbes’s conception of human nature is the hypothetical
“state of nature,” a pre-political condition where no authority exists to
impose order. In this state, individuals have natural rights to everything,
which inevitably leads to competition and conflict. Hobbes argues that
without a common power to keep individuals in awe, humans would be in a
perpetual state of war of “every man against every man.”



This bleak scenario underscores Hobbes's belief that human beings are driven
by fear of death and the desire for power, ultimately creating a dangerous
environment. The state of nature is not a historical fact but a theoretical
device used to explain why humans submit to social contracts and establish
governments.

Social Contract and the Formation of Civil Society

From his view of human nature springs Hobbes’s justification for political
authority. Recognizing the chaos inherent in the natural condition, Hobbes
advocates for a social contract — an agreement among individuals to surrender
certain freedoms in exchange for security provided by a sovereign authority.
This sovereign, or Leviathan, wields absolute power to enforce laws and
maintain peace.

Hobbes’s concept of the social contract is revolutionary because it grounds
political legitimacy not in divine right or tradition but in the rational
calculation of self-interested individuals seeking to escape the perils of
the state of nature. His analysis of human nature thus directly informs his
political philosophy, emphasizing order and authority as necessary for
civilized life.

Comparative Perspectives on Human Nature

Thomas Hobbes on human nature contrasts sharply with other philosophical
viewpoints, which makes understanding his position crucial in the broader
intellectual landscape.

Hobbes vs. John Locke

While Hobbes viewed human nature as primarily self-serving and conflict-
prone, John Locke presented a more optimistic vision. Locke believed that
humans are capable of reason and morality in the state of nature, with
natural rights to life, liberty, and property that precede government. Unlike
Hobbes’s absolutist sovereign, Locke envisioned a government limited by the
consent of the governed, designed to protect natural rights rather than
impose unchecked authority.

This contrast highlights how different interpretations of human nature
influence political theory and the design of social institutions. Hobbes’s
perspective justifies authoritarianism to prevent chaos, whereas Locke’s
supports liberal democracy grounded in individual rights.



Hobbes and Jean-Jacques Rousseau

Jean-Jacques Rousseau also diverged from Hobbes’s views, arguing that humans
are inherently good but corrupted by society. Rousseau’s notion of the “noble
savage” idealizes the pre-social human as peaceful and free, in stark
opposition to Hobbes’s warlike state of nature. For Rousseau, the social
contract is a means of reclaiming freedom through collective will, not merely
escaping conflict.

These philosophical debates underscore the enduring relevance of Thomas
Hobbes on human nature, as they continue to shape discussions about the
origins of society, governance, and human motivation.

Features and Implications of Hobbes’s View on
Human Nature

Several distinctive features characterize Hobbes’s understanding of human
nature, each with significant implications for political theory and beyond.

Psychological Egoism: Hobbes assumes that humans act primarily out of
self-interest and the desire to avoid pain, anticipating modern theories
in behavioral psychology.

Materialism: He rejects immaterial or spiritual explanations, grounding
human behavior in physical bodies and appetites.

Fear and Power: Fear of death and the pursuit of power to secure life
are central motivators, leading to the necessity of a strong sovereign.

Equality: Despite the grim outlook, Hobbes acknowledges natural equality
in faculties, which paradoxically fuels competition.

These features have sparked both praise and criticism. Proponents appreciate
Hobbes’s realistic and pragmatic approach, which anticipates modern social
sciences. Critics argue that his view is overly cynical, neglecting altruism
and cooperation that also characterize human societies.

Pros and Cons of Hobbes’s Human Nature Theory

Pros:1.

Provides a clear rationale for political authority and social



order.

Anticipates modern psychological insights about motivation.

Offers a systematic framework linking human nature to governance.

Cons:2.

May underestimate the role of empathy, altruism, and social bonds.

Leads to justification of authoritarianism, which can suppress
freedoms.

Relies on a pessimistic and arguably simplistic view of human
behavior.

The Legacy of Thomas Hobbes on Contemporary
Thought

Thomas Hobbes on human nature continues to influence various fields, from
political science to psychology and ethics. His articulation of the social
contract laid the groundwork for later political theorists and the
development of modern political institutions. Moreover, his insights into
human motivation resonate with behavioral economics and evolutionary
psychology.

In contemporary discourse, Hobbes’s ideas raise essential questions about the
balance between security and liberty, the nature of authority, and the roots
of human conflict. His work challenges idealistic portrayals of humanity,
urging scholars and policymakers to consider the complexities of human
instincts and social dynamics.

Ultimately, Thomas Hobbes’s exploration of human nature remains a
foundational reference point, inviting ongoing reflection on what drives
individuals and societies alike.

Thomas Hobbes On Human Nature

Find other PDF articles:

https://spanish.centerforautism.com/archive-th-120/Book?ID=JNP27-1594&title=thomas-hobbes-on-human-nature.pdf


https://spanish.centerforautism.com/archive-th-113/pdf?dataid=Gko29-2849&title=piano-guide-for-b
eginners.pdf

  thomas hobbes on human nature: The Elements of Law, Natural and Politic Thomas Hobbes,
1999 This work was originally published in 1650 as two separate books, Human nature, and De
corpore politico. Human nature contained the first 13 chapters, De Corpore politico contained
chapters 14 thru 19 of the first work, and chapters 20 thru 29. The present edition considers
chapters 1 thru 19 as part 1, Human nature, and chapters 20 thru 29 as part 2, De corpore politico.
  thomas hobbes on human nature: The Elements of Law, Natural and Politic Thomas
Hobbes, 2017-09-18 Thomas Hobbes was the first great philosopher to write in English. His account
of the human condition, first developed in The Elements of Law (1640), which comprises Human
Nature and De Corpore Politico, is a direct product of the intellectural and political strife of the
seventeenth century. Itis also a remarkably penetrating look at human nature, and a permanently
relevant analysis of the fears of self-seeking that result in the war of `each against every man'. In
The Elements of Law Hobbes memorably sets out both the main lines of his general philosophy, later
augmented in De Corpore (1655), and the moral and political philosophy later made famous in
Leviathan (1651). Copies of Human Nature and De Corpore Politico, until 1889 printed as separate
works, are rare antiques or scarcely less rare scholarly texts; this is the first complete popular
edition.
  thomas hobbes on human nature: The Treatise on Human Nature. And that on Liberty and
Necessity. With a Supplement. To which is Prefixed an Account of His Life and Writings by the
Editor [Philip Mallett] Thomas Hobbes, 1812
  thomas hobbes on human nature: Theories of Human Nature and Human Nature: A
Reader Joel J. Kupperman, 2012-10-12 Now available together as a set for a discounted price:
Theories of Human Nature, with, Human Nature: A Reader, by Joel J. Kupperman.
  thomas hobbes on human nature: State of Nature Or Eden? Helen Thornton, 2005 State of
Nature or Eden? Thomas Hobbes and his Contemporaries on the Natural Condition of Human Beings
aims to explain how Hobbes's state of nature was understood by a contemporary readership, whose
most important reference point for such a condition was the original condition of human beings at
the creation, in other words in Eden. The book uses ideas about how readers brought their own
reading of other texts to any reading, that reading is affected by the context in which the reader
reads, and that the Bible was the model for all reading in the early modern period. It combines these
ideas with the primary evidence of the contemporary critical reaction to Hobbes, to reconstruct how
Hobbes's state of nature was read by his contemporaries. The book argues that what determined
how Hobbes's seventeenth century readers responded to his description of the state of nature were
their views on the effects of the Fall. Hobbes's contemporary critics, the majority of whom were
Aristotelians and Arminians, thought that the Fall had corrupted human nature, although not to the
extent implied by Hobbes's description. Further, they wanted to look at human beings as they should
have been, or ought to be. Hobbes, on the other hand, wanted to look at human beings as they were,
and in doing so was closer to Augustinian, Lutheran and Reformed interpretations, which argued
that nature had been inverted by the Fall. For those of Hobbes's contemporaries who shared these
theological assumptions, there were important parallels to be seen between Hobbes's account and
that of scripture, although on some points his description could have been seen as a subversion of
scripture. The book also demonstrates that Hobbes was working within the Protestant tradition, as
well as showing how he used different aspects of this tradition. Helen Thornton is an Independent
Scholar. She completed her PhD at the University of Hull.
  thomas hobbes on human nature: An Analysis of Thomas Hobbes's Leviathan Jeremy
Kleidosty, Jason Xidias, 2017-07-05 Thomas Hobbes is a towering figure in the history of modern
thought and political philosophy. He remains best remembered for his 1651 treatise on government,
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Leviathan, a work that shows at the very best the reasoning skills of a deeply original and creative
thinker. Creative thinking is all about taking a novel approach to questions and problems – showing
them in a new light. When Hobbes was writing Leviathan, the standard approach to understanding
(and advocating for) monarchical government was to argue, using Christian theology, that kings and
queens gained their power and legitimacy from God. At a time of intense political turmoil in England
– with civil war raging from 1642-51 – Hobbes took the original step of basing a political theory upon
reason alone, and focusing on human nature. His closely-reasoned arguments made the book a
controversial best-seller across Europe at the time of its publication, and it has remained a
cornerstone of political theory ever since. Though Hobbes argued for government by an absolute
monarch, many of his ideas and precepts helped form modern liberal ideas of government,
influencing, among others, the American Constitution.
  thomas hobbes on human nature: Thomas Hobbes: De cive Otfried Höffe, 2018-03-05
Thomas Hobbes’ Lebensaufgabe besteht in einer wissenschaftlichen Staatsphilosophie. Dabei stellt
er sich den drei Herausforderungen seiner Epoche: methodisch dem Beweisideal der Mathematik,
politisch der blutigen Wirklichkeit der Kriege und Bürgerkriege und moralisch dem Schwinden
gemeinsamer Überzeugungen. Weil er sich allen drei Herausforderungen stellt, zugleich sie
miteinander verbindet, schafft er das die Tradition stürzende Argumentationsmuster der politischen
Moderne, die Vertragstheorie. Mit ihr bringt er eine der größten Staatsphilosophien der
abendländischen Geistesgeschichte hervor. In De cive / Vom Bürger (1642), das noch vor dem
Leviathan (1651) entstand, finden sich bereits zahlreiche von Hobbes’ zentralen Gedanken zur
politischen Philosophie. Diese Schrift wird hier durchgängig von international renommierten
Autoren kommentiert. Mit Beiträgen von Jeremy Adler, Ronald Asch, Dirk Brantl, Franz Hespe,
Moritz Hildt, Otfried Höffe, Heiner Klemme, Elif Özmen, Dietrich Schotte, Peter Schröder, Patricia
Springborg, Tom Sorell und Lothar Waas.
  thomas hobbes on human nature: Sermons ... i, ii, iii, upon human nature, notes by T.B.
Kilpatrick Joseph Butler (bp. of Durham.), 1888
  thomas hobbes on human nature: Hume's 'A Treatise of Human Nature' John P. Wright,
2009-11-26 David Hume's A Treatise of Human Nature (1739-40) presents the most important
account of skepticism in the history of modern philosophy. In this lucid and thorough introduction to
the work, John P. Wright examines the development of Hume's ideas in the Treatise, their relation to
eighteenth-century theories of the imagination and passions, and the reception they received when
Hume published the Treatise. He explains Hume's arguments concerning the inability of reason to
establish the basic beliefs which underlie science and morals, as well as his arguments showing why
we are nevertheless psychologically compelled to accept such beliefs. The book will be a valuable
guide for those seeking to understand the nature of modern skepticism and its connection with the
founding of the human sciences during the Enlightenment.
  thomas hobbes on human nature: Theories of Human Nature Joel J. Kupperman,
2010-09-15 Questions for Further Consideration and Recommended Further Reading, which follow
each relevant chapter, encourage readers to think further and to craft their own perspectives.
  thomas hobbes on human nature: Lachen Wolfram Mauser, Joachim Pfeiffer, 2006
  thomas hobbes on human nature: The Elements of Law, Natural and Politic Thomas
Hobbes, 2022-05-29 In The Elements of Law, Natural and Politic, Thomas Hobbes explores the
foundation of political philosophy through a meticulous examination of human nature, morality, and
the structure of society. Written in a clear yet intricate style, this treatise unpacks the social
contract theory, laying the groundwork for modern political thought. Hobbes employs a rationalist
approach, interweaving his insights into natural law with an analysis of governance, ultimately
arguing for the necessity of a powerful sovereign to maintain order and prevent conflict among
self-interested individuals. This work is situated within the broader context of 17th-century
Enlightenment thinking, reflecting the tumultuous political landscape of his time, particularly the
English Civil War. Thomas Hobbes, an influential philosopher, was deeply affected by the chaos of
his era, which instilled in him a profound distrust of human nature and a recognition of the inherent



violence in humanity's quest for survival. His early experiences, particularly witnessing the
breakdown of social order, galvanized his thoughts on the need for strong political authority. As a
student of Aristotle's works, Hobbes melded classical philosophy with emerging Enlightenment
ideals, which undoubtedly informed his vision in The Elements of Law. This seminal work is a
must-read for scholars of political theory and philosophy. Hobbes's incisive insights into the human
condition and the nature of power provide a thought-provoking framework for understanding
contemporary political discourse. Readers will find themselves challenged to reflect on the balance
between individual liberty and social stability, making this book a timeless addition to any
intellectual library.
  thomas hobbes on human nature: Master the Mystery of Human Nature D. Scott Trettenero,
2015-09-17 Life is a mystery, on planet Earth, where the billions of people live their lives day to day,
most not knowing what their purpose is. We cant figure out lifes answers because some of us dont
even know the questions to ask. It can be so confusingsometimes even a bit maddening. In Master
the Mystery of Human Nature, author D. Scott Trettenero tackles the vast and mysterious subject of
human nature and unravels its secrets to give you clarity and a depth of understanding to some of
the previously unanswered questions of life. He has translated the important, yet complex work of
philosophers, psychologists, scientists, and other pioneers in this field into an easy-to-understand
format with ideas that can be applied to everyday life. Trettenero has taken the essential aspects of
their work, simplified it, and has created a new matrix that connects the dots to better explain how
and why people do what they do. Master the Mystery of Human Nature helps you learn about
yourself, others, and how the world works because of our differences. Conflicts will take on an
entirely new meaning; things that used to be a mystery, will make sense. It will help you experience
a sense of calm and freedom once you see the beauty and wonder of how our human nature reflects
the balance of power in Nature and the ways that duality shapes our every experience on this earth.
This is a deeply thoughtful and carefully written book. It provides an unusually practical set of tools
for understanding self and evaluating others. Thank you Scott Trettenero for writing a book
everyone needs to read. Robert E Quinn, PhD Margaret Elliot Tracy Collegiate Professor in Business,
Ross School of Business, University of Michigan Author of Deep Change
  thomas hobbes on human nature: The Routledge Guidebook to Hume’s A Treatise of Human
Nature P. J. E. Kail, 2025-04-24 David Hume is widely acknowledged as the greatest philosopher to
have written in the English language. His 1739/40 A Treatise of Human Nature is commonly
regarded as his masterpiece. It is a profound work of great ambition, seeking to reorient philosophy
by establishing a ‘science of human nature’. Following the structure of the original work closely, The
Routledge Guidebook to Hume’s A Treatise of Human Nature provides a clear and accessible
introduction to its key themes, and explores: the lasting philosophical significance of the work the
context of Hume’s philosophy the character of Hume’s theory of human nature the two central
themes of scepticism and naturalism the unity of the three original volumes. Written for readers
approaching Hume’s seminal work for the first time, this guidebook includes a helpful overview of
the text, chapter summaries and further reading throughout. It is an essential introduction for
undergraduate students studying the history of modern philosophy, and all those who wish to
engage more deeply with this classic work.
  thomas hobbes on human nature: War, Peace, and Human Nature Douglas P. Fry, 2015-02
The chapters in this book [posit] that humans clearly have the capacity to make war, but since war is
absent in some cultures, it cannot be viewed as a human universal. And counter to frequent
presumption, the actual archaeological record reveals the recent emergence of war. It does not
typify the ancestral type of human society, the nomadic forager band, and contrary to widespread
assumptions, there is little support for the idea that war is ancient or an evolved adaptation. Views
of human nature as inherently warlike stem not from the facts but from cultural views embedded in
Western thinking--Amazon.com.
  thomas hobbes on human nature: "Homo homini lupus" - Zur Interpretation der
Anthropologie und des Naturzustands in Thomas Hobbes' "Leviathan" Christoph Hartmann,



2007 Studienarbeit aus dem Jahr 2005 im Fachbereich Philosophie - Praktische (Ethik, Ästhetik,
Kultur, Natur, Recht, ...), Note: 1,6, Bayerische Julius-Maximilians-Universität Würzburg (Institut für
Philosophie), Veranstaltung: Hauptseminar: Thomas Hobbes, Leviathan oder Stoff, Form und Gewalt
eines kirchlichen und bürgerlichen Staates , 12 Quellen im Literaturverzeichnis, Sprache: Deutsch,
Abstract: Branded as the Monster of Malmesbury in his own lifetime, he is remembered three
hundred years later as the great maligner of human nature. - So beschreibt Paul J. Johnson den
Thomas Hobbes hartnäckig anhaftenden Ruf bezüglich seiner Sicht auf den Menschen. Auch einige
Jahrhunderte nach der Veröffentlichung des Leviathan scheint die Wendung Der Mensch ist ein Wolf
für den Menschen die bekannteste Sentenz zu sein, die den meisten Menschen, die sich mit dem
Werk des Thomas Hobbes auseinander gesetzt haben, einfällt, wenn die Rede von seiner
Anthropologie sein soll. In der Regel wird mit diesem Zitat ein Typus von Mensch verbunden, der in
jeder Beziehung nur nach Maßgabe des eigenen Nutzens handelt, keinerlei Interesse an einem wie
auch immer gearteten Gemeinwohl hegt und alle Mittel einsetzt, die Bedürfnisse, die Ihn umtreiben,
zu befriedigen. Anscheinend notwendige Folge daraus ist ein Krieg aller gegen alle, der sich als
permanente Konkurrenz der Individuen um begrenzte Ressourcen, Güter und letztlich um das Leben
selbst darstellt. Diese Ausführungen zur Anthropologie der Hobbesschen Philosophie sollen einen
Beitrag zur Frage leisten, inwieweit sich die maßgeblichen Schriften, in denen Thomas Hobbes seine
Sicht des Menschen darlegt, als eine Anthropologie des Wolf-Man interpretieren lassen. Erster
thematischer Schwerpunkt soll die Frage nach der Ableitung des naturzuständlichen Menschen aus
dem Hobbesschen Methoden- und Erkenntnisbegriff sein. Die sich aus der Klärung dieser Frage
ergebenden Grundzüge einer Anthropologie sollen im weiteren Verlauf dargestellt werden. In
seinem Hauptwerk Leviathan oder Stoff, Form und Gewalt eines kirchlichen und bürgerlichen
Staates, das erstmals 1651 erschien, versucht Hobbes seine politische Philosophie summarisch
darzustellen. Somit erscheint es gerechtfertigt, es als wichtigsten Ausgangspunkt für interpretative
Bemerkungen zum Konzept des Menschen im Naturzustand heranzuziehen, wobei einige Ausblicke
in die Schriften De homine (1658), De cive (1642) und De corpore (1655) wertvolle Hinweise zur
Ausgestaltung und Vervollständigung dieses anthropologischen Konzepts liefern dürften.
  thomas hobbes on human nature: Interpreting Hobbes's Political Philosophy S. A. Lloyd,
2019-02-07 The essays in this volume provide a state-of-the-art overview of the central elements of
Hobbes's political philosophy and the ways in which they can be interpreted. The volume's
contributors offer their own interpretations of Hobbes's philosophical method, his materialism, his
psychological theory and moral theory, and his views on benevolence, law and civil liberties,
religion, and women. Hobbes's ideas of authorization and representation, his use of the 'state of
nature', and his reply to the unjust 'Foole' are also critically analyzed. The essays will help readers to
orient themselves in the complex scholarly literature while also offering groundbreaking arguments
and innovative interpretations. The volume as a whole will facilitate new insights into Hobbes's
political theory, enabling readers to consider key elements of his thought from multiple perspectives
and to select and combine them to form their own interpretations of his political philosophy.
  thomas hobbes on human nature: Jean-Jacques Rousseau: Human nature and history
John T. Scott, 2006 Bringing together critical assessments of the broad range of Rousseau's thought,
with a particular emphasis on his political theory, this systematic collection is an essential resource
for both student and scholar.
  thomas hobbes on human nature: Why Human Nature Matters Matteo Mameli, 2024-01-11
Does human nature constrain social and political change, or do social and political changes
transform human nature? Why Human Nature Matters argues that the answer to both questions is
'yes'. This philosophical account offers new tools for connecting biological and political perspectives
on humanity. The focus is on the construction of human relations and environments, and on the
complex materiality of these transformations. The structure and history of the philosophical and
scientific debates on human nature show that political praxis and ideas about human nature interact
in a variety of ways. Ideas about human nature affect how people live their lives, organize their
societies, and imagine their futures. The book explores these processes and their implications for the



present state of our species. Appeals to human nature can uphold the status quo or advocate for
change, and they can be wielded for exclusion or inclusion. The book proposes ways of thinking
about human nature that stress the importance of diversity, plasticity, cooperation, and freedom.
  thomas hobbes on human nature: Thomas Hobbes's Conception of Peace Maximilian Jaede,
2018-03-19 This book explores Hobbes’s ideas about the internal pacification of states, the prospect
of a peaceful international order, and the connections between civil and international peace. It
questions the notion of a negative Hobbesian peace, which is based on the mere suppression of
violence, and emphasises his positive vision of everlasting peace in a well-governed commonwealth.
The book also highlights Hobbes’s ideas about international coexistence and cooperation, which he
considers integral to good government. In examining Hobbes’s conception of peace, it provides a
fresh perspective on his international political thought. The findings also have wider implications for
the ways in which we think about Hobbes’s relationship to the realist and liberal traditions of
international thought, and will appeal to students and scholars of political theory and international
relations.
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