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John Stuart Mill Political Philosophy: Exploring Liberty, Utilitarianism, and Social Progress

john stuart mill political philosophy stands out as a seminal contribution to the landscape of modern
political thought. Mill, a 19th-century British philosopher and economist, crafted ideas that continue to
resonate in contemporary discussions about liberty, democracy, and justice. His work bridges classical
liberalism with utilitarian ethics, offering a nuanced perspective that champions individual freedom while
recognizing the role of societal well-being. Understanding Mill’s political philosophy provides valuable
insights into debates about freedom of expression, the limits of government intervention, and the balance
between individual rights and collective good.

The Foundations of John Stuart Mill Political Philosophy

At the heart of Mill’s political philosophy lies a deep commitment to liberty and the principle of utility. He was
heavily influenced by his father, James Mill, and the utilitarian thinker Jeremy Bentham. However, Mill developed a
more sophisticated and humanistic approach to utilitarianism, emphasizing qualitative differences in pleasures
and the importance of individual autonomy.

Utilitarianism Revisited

Mill’s version of utilitarianism, often called “rule utilitarianism,” argues that actions should be judged by
their consequences, specifically by their ability to promote the greatest happiness for the greatest number.
Unlike Bentham’s more quantitative approach, Mill believed some pleasures were inherently superior to others.
For example, intellectual and moral pleasures outweigh mere physical satisfaction. This distinction allowed
Mill to defend human rights and individual dignity within a utilitarian framework, promoting policies that
enhance not just the quantity, but also the quality of happiness.

The Principle of Liberty

One of Mill’s most influential contributions is his vigorous defense of individual liberty, famously articulated
in his essay *On Liberty* (1859). He argued that individuals should be free to act however they wish unless
their actions cause harm to others. This “harm principle” became a cornerstone of liberal democratic thought,
asserting that the only legitimate reason for societal interference in personal freedom is to prevent harm.

This principle has had far-reaching implications for debates about freedom of speech, personal conduct, and
government regulation. Mill’s insistence on protecting individuality and diversity of opinion underscored his
belief that social progress depends on the free exchange of ideas, even those considered unpopular or
controversial.

Mill’s Views on Democracy and Representative Government

Mill was not merely a philosopher of abstract principles; he was deeply engaged with the political realities of
his time. His thoughts on democracy and governance reveal a commitment to expanding political participation
while also safeguarding against the tyranny of the majority.



Representative Government and Political Participation

In his work *Considerations on Representative Government* (1861), Mill advocated for a political system
that balances popular sovereignty with competent governance. He supported the extension of voting rights but
proposed a qualified franchise that favored more educated and informed citizens, believing this would lead to
better decision-making.

Mill’s idea was that democracy should not simply be about majority rule but about ensuring that political
power is exercised wisely and justly. This nuanced view has influenced modern discussions about voter
education, democratic reforms, and the role of expertise in politics.

Protecting Minority Rights

Mill was acutely aware of the dangers posed by the “tyranny of the majority,” where the majority’s interests
could suppress minority groups. His political philosophy insists on the protection of minorities through
constitutional safeguards and the promotion of tolerance. He believed that a healthy society must
accommodate diverse viewpoints and lifestyles, allowing minorities to flourish without fear of oppression.

Social Progress and the Role of Government in Mill’s Philosophy

Another key element of john stuart mill political philosophy is his progressive stance on social reform and the
role of government in promoting welfare. While championing liberty, Mill did not advocate for a completely
laissez-faire state; he recognized contexts where intervention was necessary.

Balancing Freedom and Social Welfare

Mill acknowledged that freedom is essential but not absolute. In cases where individual actions undermine
social welfare—such as public health, education, or economic inequality—government intervention can be
justified. His support for public education, worker protections, and poverty alleviation reveals a pragmatic
approach that seeks to harmonize liberty with social justice.

Gender Equality and Women’s Rights

Perhaps one of Mill’s most forward-thinking contributions was his advocacy for women’s rights. In *The
Subjection of Women* (1869), he argued for legal and social equality between men and women, challenging the
prevailing norms of Victorian society. Mill saw gender equality as integral to social progress and individual
freedom, making him a pioneer of feminist philosophy within political thought.

Why John Stuart Mill Political Philosophy Matters Today

Mill’s ideas continue to influence a broad spectrum of political ideologies and policies. His insistence on free
speech, individual rights, and the pursuit of happiness resonates in contemporary liberal democracies worldwide.
Debates on censorship, hate speech, public health mandates, and social justice all echo the tensions Mill
grappled with.

Moreover, Mill’s nuanced utilitarianism offers a framework for addressing complex moral dilemmas, balancing
collective interests and personal liberties. His recognition of the importance of education, informed political



participation, and minority protections remains vital for sustaining democratic societies.

Applying Mill’s Principles in Modern Contexts

- **Freedom of Expression:** Mill’s harm principle supports open discourse while allowing limits to prevent
real harm, a delicate balance in today’s digital and social media age.
- **Government Regulation:** His pragmatic approach encourages governments to intervene in markets and
social issues when necessary for overall well-being, without unnecessarily restricting freedoms.
- **Social Equality:** Mill’s advocacy for gender equality and minority rights underpins ongoing movements
for civil rights and social justice.
- **Democratic Reform:** His ideas about informed participation inspire efforts to improve voter education and
combat misinformation.

John Stuart Mill’s political philosophy remains a vital touchstone for anyone interested in the challenges of
freedom, justice, and governance. His thoughtful balance of liberty and utility invites us to reflect on the kind
of society we want to build—one that respects individual dignity while promoting the common good.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main principles of John Stuart Mill's political philosophy?

John Stuart Mill's political philosophy centers around the principles of liberty, utilitarianism, and individual
rights. He advocated for personal freedom as long as it does not harm others, supported representative
democracy, and emphasized the importance of free speech and expression.

How does John Stuart Mill define liberty in his political philosophy?

Mill defines liberty as the freedom of individuals to act as they wish, provided their actions do not cause harm
to others. This concept is famously elaborated in his work 'On Liberty,' where he argues for limiting
governmental and societal interference to protect individual autonomy.

What is John Stuart Mill's harm principle?

The harm principle, articulated by Mill, states that the only justification for exercising power over any member
of a civilized community, against their will, is to prevent harm to others. This principle is foundational in
discussions about the limits of individual freedom and state intervention.

How does Mill reconcile individual liberty with the need for social order?

Mill believes that individual liberty should be maximized but within the boundaries set by the harm principle to
ensure that one person's actions do not harm others. He supports democratic governance and legal frameworks
to maintain social order while protecting personal freedoms.

What role does utilitarianism play in John Stuart Mill's political
philosophy?

Utilitarianism is central to Mill's political philosophy. He argues that actions and policies should aim to
maximize happiness and minimize suffering for the greatest number. This ethical framework guides his views on
legislation, social reforms, and individual rights.



How did John Stuart Mill's views influence modern liberal democracy?

Mill's advocacy for individual rights, freedom of speech, and representative government significantly influenced
the development of modern liberal democracy. His ideas helped shape democratic institutions that prioritize civil
liberties, political participation, and protection against tyranny.

Additional Resources
John Stuart Mill Political Philosophy: An In-Depth Exploration of Liberalism and Utilitarianism

john stuart mill political philosophy stands as a cornerstone in the development of modern liberal thought and
utilitarian ethics. Mill, a 19th-century British philosopher and political economist, profoundly influenced
political theory with his nuanced perspectives on liberty, democracy, and individual rights. His ideas continue
to resonate in contemporary debates surrounding freedom of expression, social justice, and governance. This
article delves into the key elements of John Stuart Mill’s political philosophy, examining his contributions,
critiques, and the lasting impact of his theories on political discourse.

The Foundations of John Stuart Mill’s Political Philosophy

John Stuart Mill’s political philosophy is rooted deeply in the traditions of classical liberalism and
utilitarianism. Building upon the work of his predecessors, especially Jeremy Bentham, Mill sought to refine
utilitarianism, emphasizing not only the quantity of happiness but also its quality. His vision of society
balanced the pursuit of collective well-being with the protection of individual freedoms, making his work
essential for understanding the evolution of liberal democratic theory.

At the heart of Mill’s philosophy is the principle of utility, which holds that the best actions are those that
maximize overall happiness or pleasure. However, Mill diverged from Bentham’s more mechanistic utilitarianism by
introducing a qualitative distinction between higher and lower pleasures. This subtlety aimed to safeguard
intellectual and moral development against the tyranny of mere sensation-seeking.

Liberty and the Harm Principle

One of Mill’s most influential contributions to political philosophy is his articulation of individual liberty,
especially in his seminal essay "On Liberty" (1859). Mill famously proposed the Harm Principle, which asserts
that the only legitimate reason for limiting an individual’s freedom is to prevent harm to others. This principle
champions personal autonomy and challenges paternalistic state interventions, setting a foundational
argument for protecting free speech, expression, and lifestyle choices.

The Harm Principle can be summarized as follows:

Individuals should be free to act as they wish unless their actions cause harm to others.

The state or society has no right to restrict personal behavior solely based on protecting the
individual from self-harm.

Freedom of thought and discussion should be nearly absolute to foster truth and social progress.

Mill’s insistence on limiting governmental power to cases of harm prevention set him apart from many
contemporaries who favored more restrictive social controls. However, his principle also raises questions
about defining “harm” and balancing conflicting liberties, issues still debated in modern political philosophy.



Democracy and Representative Government

Mill’s political philosophy also addresses the structure and function of government. He advocated for a
representative democracy enriched by deliberative elements to ensure informed decision-making. Unlike the pure
majoritarianism that characterizes some democratic systems, Mill emphasized protecting minority rights and
fostering political participation.

In his work "Considerations on Representative Government" (1861), Mill outlined features such as:

Plural voting, where educated citizens have greater influence, reflecting his belief in the value of informed1.
opinion.

Decentralization to encourage local autonomy and reduce bureaucratic overreach.2.

Promotion of civic education as vital for effective democratic governance.3.

These ideas reveal Mill’s complex stance: while championing democracy, he was cautious about unbridled
majoritarian rule and advocated mechanisms to enhance the quality of political participation.

Exploring Mill’s Views on Social Justice and Individual Rights

Beyond liberty and governance, John Stuart Mill’s political philosophy engages with social justice, gender
equality, and economic freedom. His progressive views often put him ahead of many Victorian thinkers, especially
concerning women’s rights and the role of government in addressing inequality.

Advocacy for Women’s Rights

Mill was a pioneering voice in advocating for gender equality. His essay "The Subjection of Women" (1869)
argued forcefully for the emancipation of women and equal legal rights. He viewed gender inequality as a
social construct detrimental not only to women but to society’s overall progress.

Mill’s perspective was radical for his time, emphasizing:

The moral and intellectual equality of men and women.

The importance of women’s participation in public life and politics.

Critique of patriarchal norms that limited women’s freedoms and opportunities.

His feminism aligns with his broader commitment to liberty and individual development, positioning women’s rights
as integral to a just society.

Economic Liberty and Social Welfare

While a proponent of free markets, Mill also recognized the necessity of social intervention to alleviate
poverty and promote well-being. Unlike strict laissez-faire economists, Mill accepted that government might



justifiably intervene in the economy to correct inequalities or provide services.

Key aspects of Mill’s economic thought include:

Support for cooperative enterprises as alternatives to capitalist competition.

Endorsement of progressive taxation to redistribute wealth.

Recognition of the state’s role in education and social welfare to enable individual flourishing.

This balanced approach reflects Mill’s utilitarian commitment to maximizing happiness while respecting individual
freedoms.

Critiques and Contemporary Relevance of Mill’s Political
Philosophy

Although widely celebrated, John Stuart Mill’s political philosophy has faced various critiques, particularly
regarding the practical application of his principles.

Challenges of the Harm Principle

The Harm Principle’s vagueness about what constitutes "harm" invites debate. Critics argue that harm is often
subjective and culturally contingent, making it difficult to apply consistently. Moreover, some suggest that
Mill underestimates the societal interest in preventing self-harm or promoting moral standards, leading to
tensions between liberty and social responsibility.

Elitism in Democratic Thought

Mill’s endorsement of plural voting based on education has been criticized as elitist and undemocratic. Modern
democratic theory prioritizes equal voting rights, and Mill’s approach raises concerns about disenfranchisement
and social inequality.

Enduring Legacy and Influence

Despite these critiques, Mill’s political philosophy remains foundational in liberal democratic theory and human
rights discourse. Concepts such as freedom of speech, minority protections, and the balance between individual
liberty and social welfare continue to guide policymakers, scholars, and activists.

His work informs debates on:

Free expression in the age of digital media and censorship.

Balancing public health measures with individual rights.

Gender equality and social justice reforms worldwide.



Mill’s nuanced approach to liberty and governance offers valuable insights for addressing contemporary
political challenges.

The enduring relevance of john stuart mill political philosophy lies in its sophisticated articulation of freedom,
responsibility, and the pursuit of happiness. His ideas encourage ongoing reflection on how societies can best
organize themselves to respect individual autonomy while fostering collective well-being.
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  john stuart mill political philosophy: Happiness, Justice, and Freedom Fred R. Berger,
2023-11-15 Happiness, Justice, and Freedom: The Moral and Political Philosophy of John Stuart Mill
delves deeply into Mill's ethical and political theories, arguing that his ideas form a cohesive and
robust philosophical framework. Challenging traditional critiques, this book contends that Mill's
doctrines provide a more defensible utilitarianism and political liberalism than previously
recognized. Central to this analysis are the interconnected concepts of happiness, justice, and
freedom, which are explored through the lens of Mill’s nuanced understanding of human well-being,
the role of moral rules, and the protection of individual autonomy. By drawing on Mill's
psychological theories, his famous proof of the Greatest Happiness Principle, and his perspectives on
justice and liberty, the book offers fresh insights into his vision of a society that harmonizes
individual and collective good. This comprehensive study also situates Mill’s ideas within the
broader utilitarian tradition and highlights their relevance for contemporary moral and political
philosophy. It examines Mill’s emphasis on higher human capacities, his defense of moral rules in
practical decision-making, and his utilitarian justification for rights. The book traces Mill's
substantive principles of justice through applications to political, economic, and social issues,
including punishment, taxation, and women's rights, demonstrating their enduring significance.
Additionally, it underscores the interdependence of Mill’s theories, arguing that his conception of
liberty is inseparable from his theory of justice and both are essential to his broader notion of
happiness. Ultimately, the work positions Mill as a pivotal figure in the ongoing development of
utilitarian thought and a source of valuable insights for addressing modern ethical and political
challenges. This title is part of UC Press's Voices Revived program, which commemorates University
of California Press’s mission to seek out and cultivate the brightest minds and give them voice,
reach, and impact. Drawing on a backlist dating to 1893, Voices Revived makes high-quality,
peer-reviewed scholarship accessible once again using print-on-demand technology. This title was
originally published in 1984.
  john stuart mill political philosophy: John Stuart Mill's Political Philosophy John R.
Fitzpatrick, 2006-06-15 In the aftermath of the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, the
philosophy of John Stuart Mill has never been more relevant. Can we reconcile individual liberty
with the demands of the common good? John Fitzpatrick argues that, properly understood, Mill's
liberal utilitarianism can indeed support a system of rights rich enough to guarantee individual
liberty. Combining fresh interpretations of Mill's writings on ethics, politics, and political economy
with the historical Mill that can found in his autobiography, the book will be of substantial interest to
a wide audience.
  john stuart mill political philosophy: John Stuart Mill's Social and Political Thought John
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Stuart Mill, 1998 This collection covers the breadth of Mill's work in social theory and political
economy, including his ethics, liberalism, theory of government, methodology and feminism,
showing the depth of scholarly criticism of Mill's social thought.
  john stuart mill political philosophy: John Stuart Mill, Thought and Influence Georgios
Varouxakis, Paul Joseph Kelly, 2010 More than two hundred years after his birth, and 150 years
after the publication of his most famous essay On Liberty, John Stuart Mill remains one of the
towering intellectual figures of the Western tradition. This book combines an up-to-date assessment
of the philosophical legacy of Millâe(tm)s arguments, his complex version of liberalism and his
account of the relationship between character and ethical and political commitment. Bringing
together key international and interdisciplinary scholars, including Martha Nussbaum and Peter
Singer, this book combines the latest insights of Mill scholarship with a long-term appraisal of the
ways in which Millâe(tm)s work has been received and interpreted from the time of his death in
1873 to today. The book offers compelling insights into Millâe(tm)s posthumous fate and reputation;
his youthful political and intellectual activism; his views on the formation of character; the
development of his thought on logic; his differences from his father and Bentham; his astonishingly
prescient, environmentally sensitive and âe~greenâe(tm) thought; his relation to virtue ethics; his
conception of higher pleasures and its relation to his understanding of justice; his feminist thought
and its place in contemporary debates and feminist discourses; his defence of free speech and its
fundamental significance for his liberalism; and his continued contemporary relevance on a number
of major issues. This book will be of interest to students and scholars of Politics, Political Theory,
Philosophy, History, English, Psychology, and also Cultural Studies, Empire studies, nationalism and
ethnicity studies.
  john stuart mill political philosophy: John Stuart Mill Dale E. Miller, 2010-08-23 This book
offers a clear and highly readable introduction to the ethical and social-political philosophy of John
Stuart Mill. Dale Miller provides a cogent and careful account of the main arguments offered by Mill,
considers the critical responses to his work, and assesses its legacy for contemporary philosophy.
  john stuart mill political philosophy: John Stuart Mill Dale E. Miller, 2010-08-23 This book
offers a clear and highly readable introduction to the ethical and social-political philosophy of John
Stuart Mill. Dale E. Miller argues for a utopian reading of Mill's utilitarianism. He analyses Mill's
views on happiness and goes on to show the practical, social and political implications that can be
drawn from his utilitarianism, especially in relation to the construction of morality, individual
freedom, democratic reform, and economic organization. By highlighting the utopian thinking which
lies at the heart of Mill's theories, Miller shows that rather than allowing for well-being for the few,
Mill believed that a society must do everything in its power to see to it that each individual can enjoy
a genuinely happy life if the happiness of its members is to be maximized. Miller provides a cogent
and careful account of the main arguments offered by Mill, considers the critical responses to his
work, and assesses its legacy for contemporary philosophy. Lucidly and persuasively written, this
book will be a valuable resource for students and scholars seeking to understand the continued
importance of Mill's thinking.
  john stuart mill political philosophy: J.S. Mill's Political Thought Nadia Urbinati, Alex
Zakaras, 2007 The year 2006 marked the two hundredth anniversary of John Stuart Mill's birth.
Though his philosophical reputation has varied greatly, it is now clear that Mill ranks among the
most influential modern political thinkers. Despite his enduring influence, the breadth and
complexity of Mill's political thought is often underappreciated. While his writings remain a
touchstone for debates over liberty and liberalism, many other important dimensions of his political
philosophy have until recently been ignored. This book aims to correct such neglect, by illustrating
the breadth and depth of Mill's political writings, by drawing together a collection of essays whose
authors explore underappreciated elements of Mill's political philosophy. The book shows how Mill's
thinking remains pertinent to our own political life in three broad areas - democratic institutions and
culture, liberalism, and international politics - and offers a critical reassessment of Mill's political
philosophy in light of recent political developments and transformations.



  john stuart mill political philosophy: John Stuart Mill and Epistemic Democracy Ivan
Cerovac, 2022-03-09 John Stuart Mill and Epistemic Democracy explores the epistemic, or cognitive,
character of democratic institutional practices and the protection of basic liberties in Mill's political
thought. Mapping Mill's theory of representative democracy and critically engaging Mill's more
controversial issues, Ivan Cerovac identifies the epistemic criteria within these proposals and uses
them as a basis for unifying Mill's political thought. The book addresses the epistemic role of wide
democratic participation on the one hand and institutional mechanisms used to filter the public
will—such as political representation, plural voting proposals, partisanship, division of epistemic and
political labor—on the other, and it analyzes how Mill tries to resolve the conflict between political
and epistemic values. Characterizing Mill as both a political instrumentalist and an epistemic
democrat, Cerovac sets Mill's theory in a broader explanatory framework and compares it with
contemporary accounts of epistemic justification. Emphasizing Mill's normative considerations
regarding franchise and the exercise of political power over others, this book discusses how to
implement the epistemic ideal in real-world politics. It will be a fascinating read for anyone
interested in democratic decision-making.
  john stuart mill political philosophy: J.S. Mill's Political Thought Nadia Urbinati, Alex
Zakaras, 2007-01-29 The year 2006 marked the two hundredth anniversary of John Stuart Mill's
birth. Though his philosophical reputation has varied greatly, it is now clear that Mill ranks among
the most influential modern political thinkers. Despite his enduring influence, the breadth and
complexity of Mill's political thought is often underappreciated. While his writings remain a
touchstone for debates over liberty and liberalism, many other important dimensions of his political
philosophy have until recently been ignored. This book aims to correct such neglect, by illustrating
the breadth and depth of Mill's political writings, by drawing together a collection of essays whose
authors explore underappreciated elements of Mill's political philosophy. The book shows how Mill's
thinking remains pertinent to our own political life in three broad areas - democratic institutions and
culture, liberalism, and international politics - and offers a critical reassessment of Mill's political
philosophy in light of recent political developments and transformations.
  john stuart mill political philosophy: Principles of Political Economy, with Some of
Their Applications to Social Philosophy John Stuart Mill, 1876
  john stuart mill political philosophy: Mill Wendy Donner, Richard Fumerton, 2009-02-11
John Stuart Mill investigates the central elements of the 19th century philosopher’s most profound
and influential works, from On Liberty to Utilitarianism and The Subjection of Women. Through
close analysis of his primary works, it reveals the very heart of the thinker’s ideas, and examines
them in the context of utilitarianism, liberalism and the British empiricism prevalent in Mill’s day. •
Presents an analysis of the full range of Mill’s primary writings, getting to the core of the
philosopher’s ideas. • Examines the central elements of Mill’s writings in easily accessible prose •
Places Mill’s work and thought within the larger cultural and social context of 19th century Britain •
Illustrates the continued relevance of Mill’s philosophy to today’s reader
  john stuart mill political philosophy: John Stuart Mill's Social and Political Thought
John Stuart Mill, 1998 This collection covers the breadth of Mill's work in social theory and political
economy, including his ethics, liberalism, theory of government, methodology and feminism,
showing the depth of scholarly criticism of Mill's social thought.
  john stuart mill political philosophy: John Stuart Mill on Politics and Society John Stuart
Mill, 1976 In this new 'Mill Reader' [the author] provides a new selection from the whole range of
Mill's political writings, to present a comprehensive view both of the structure of Mill's thought, and
of the development of his political thinking from the 1820's to the 1870's--Jacket.
  john stuart mill political philosophy: Completely Free John Peter DiIulio, 2022-06-14 An
original, unified reconstruction of Mill’s moral and political philosophy—one that finally reveals its
consistency and full power Few thinkers have been as influential as John Stuart Mill, whose
philosophy has arguably defined Utilitarian ethics and modern liberalism. But fewer still have been
subject to as much criticism for perceived ambiguities and inconsistencies. In Completely Free, John



Peter DiIulio offers an ambitious and comprehensive new reading that explains how Mill’s ethical,
moral, and political ideas are all part of a unified, coherent, and powerful philosophy. Almost every
aspect of Mill’s practical philosophy has been charged with contradictions, illogic, or incoherence.
Most notoriously, Mill claims an absolute commitment both to promoting societal happiness and to
defending individual liberty—a commitment that many critics believe must ultimately devolve into an
either/or. DiIulio resolves these and other problems by reconsidering and reconstructing the key
components of Mill’s practical thought: his theories of happiness, morality, liberty, and freedom.
Casting new light on old texts, DiIulio argues that Mill’s Utilitarianism and liberalism are not only
compatible but philosophically wedded, that his theories naturally emanate from one another, and
that the vast majority of interpretive mysteries surrounding Mill can be readily demystified. In a
manner at once sympathetic and critical, DiIulio seeks to present Mill in his most lucid and potent
form. From the higher pleasures and moral impartiality to free speech and nondomination,
Completely Free provides an unmatched account of the unity and power of Mill’s enduring moral
and political thought.
  john stuart mill political philosophy: The Improvement of Mankind John M. Robson, 1968
  john stuart mill political philosophy: The Liberal Self Wendy Donner, 2018-08-06 Wendy
Donner contends here that recent commentators on John Stuart Mill's thought have focused on his
notions of right and obligation and have not paid as much attention to his notion of the good. Mill,
she maintains, rejects the quantitative hedonism of Bentham's philosophy in favor of an expanded
qualitative version. In this book she provides an account of his complex views of the good and the
ways in which these views unify his moral and political thought.
  john stuart mill political philosophy: Dissertations and Discussions John Stuart Mill, 1859
  john stuart mill political philosophy: The Improvement of Mankind John M Robson,
1968-12-15 In this book Professor Robson brings together the most important strands of Mill's
thought in an attempt to show that it contains a basic unity of approach, at the heart of which is his
ethical system.
  john stuart mill political philosophy: Principles of Political Economy John Stuart Mill, 1998
This volume unites, for the first time, Books IV and V of Mill's great treatise on political economy
with his fragmentary chapters on socialism. His answers to policy questions are still highly relevant
today, and Riley's introduction clarifies his distinctive liberal utilitarian philosophy.
  john stuart mill political philosophy: John Stuart Mill: Über die Freiheit Michael Schefczyk,
Thomas Schramme, 2015-08-31 In seinem Essay Über die Freiheit (1859) plädiert John Stuart Mill,
einer der Stammväter des Liberalismus, für das Recht jedes einzelnen, seine Überzeugungen frei zu
bilden und das eigene Leben nach diesen Überzeugungen frei zu gestalten. Daher gibt es für Mill
nur einen Grund, der es Staat und Gesellschaft erlauben würde, dieses Recht auf individuelle
Selbstbestimmung zu beschneiden, den er als Grundsatz formuliert, „daß der einzige Zweck, um
dessentwillen man Zwang gegen den Willen eines Mitglieds einer zivilisierten Gemeinschaft
rechtmäßig ausüben darf, der ist: die Schädigung anderer zu verhüten“. In diesem Band wird in
Form eines kooperativen Kommentars Mills Hauptwerk Über die Freiheit für Studierende, Lehrende
und Forscher aufgeschlossen und interpretiert.
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