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What Language Is Spoken in Fiji: Exploring Fiji’s Linguistic Landscape

what language is spoken in fiji is a question that often sparks curiosity given the
archipelago’s rich cultural diversity and unique history. Fiji, a tropical paradise in the
South Pacific, is home to a melting pot of ethnic groups, each contributing to the country’s
vibrant linguistic tapestry. Understanding the languages spoken in Fiji opens a window
into its people, traditions, and social dynamics, making it an essential aspect for travelers,
linguists, and anyone interested in the region.

The Official Languages of Fiji

Fiji officially recognizes three languages, reflecting its multicultural heritage and colonial
past. These are English, Fijian, and Fiji Hindi. Each plays a pivotal role in daily
communication, government, education, and media across the islands.

English: The Lingua Franca

English is widely spoken in Fiji and serves as the official language of government,
business, and education. Due to Fiji’s history as a British colony until 1970, English
became deeply embedded in its administrative and educational systems. Visitors to Fiji
will find that English is the most common language used for official documents, road
signs, and in urban areas.

What makes English in Fiji unique is its local flavor—often called “Fiji English”—which
includes distinct pronunciations, idioms, and expressions influenced by indigenous and
Indo-Fijian languages. For tourists and expatriates, English provides a comfortable means
of communication, especially in cities like Suva and Nadi.

Fijian Language: The Indigenous Tongue

The Fijian language, sometimes referred to as iTaukei or Bauan dialect, is the native
language of the indigenous Fijian people. It belongs to the Austronesian family of
languages and is spoken across the islands with numerous dialectal variations.

Fijian is more than just a means of communication—it is a vital part of Fiji’s cultural
identity, oral traditions, and ceremonies. The language is taught in schools alongside
English, and it remains prevalent in rural areas and among indigenous communities.
Spoken Fijian is melodic and fluid, with a strong emphasis on respect and social hierarchy
embedded in its vocabulary.



Fiji Hindi: The Language of the Indo-Fijian Community

Fiji Hindi, sometimes called Fiji Baat, evolved from the Hindi dialects originally spoken by
indentured laborers brought from India during British colonial rule. This language is a
creole, mixing Awadhi, Bhojpuri, and other northern Indian dialects with English and
Fijian influences.

Fiji Hindi is the mother tongue of the Indo-Fijian population, which forms a significant
segment of Fiji’s demographic. While it differs from standard Hindi spoken in India, it
serves as a vibrant cultural marker and is spoken in homes, markets, and cultural events.
Fiji Hindi has its own literature, music, and radio broadcasts, reflecting the community’s
rich heritage.

Other Languages and Dialects in Fiji

Beyond the three official languages, Fiji hosts a variety of other languages and dialects
that contribute to its linguistic diversity.

Rotuman Language and Other Indigenous Tongues

The Rotuman language is spoken by the Rotuman people, an indigenous ethnic group from
the island of Rotuma, which is politically part of Fiji but geographically distant. Rotuman is
unrelated to Fijian and belongs to the Austronesian family, with a distinct vocabulary and
grammar.

Additionally, smaller island communities speak their own languages or dialects, such as
Lauan and Kadavu, which are variations of Fijian or have unique linguistic traits. These
languages often carry deep cultural significance, oral histories, and traditional knowledge.

Multilingualism as a Social Norm

In many Fijian households and communities, multilingualism is the norm rather than the
exception. It is common for individuals, especially younger generations, to speak two or
more languages fluently—switching seamlessly between English, Fijian, and Fiji Hindi
depending on the context.

This linguistic flexibility not only facilitates communication but also strengthens social
bonds across ethnic lines. It reflects Fiji’s history of coexistence and the blending of
cultures, making language a living, evolving part of everyday life.



Why Understanding the Language Landscape
Matters

When visiting or studying Fiji, knowing what language is spoken in Fiji can greatly
enhance your experience and understanding of the society.

For Travelers and Tourists

For travelers, recognizing that English is widely spoken eases navigation and interaction.
However, making an effort to learn basic Fijian greetings or phrases in Fiji Hindi can
enrich encounters with locals and show respect for their culture.

Simple greetings like “Bula” (hello/welcome in Fijian) can open doors to more meaningful
conversations. Understanding the language dynamics also helps in appreciating Fiji’'s
cultural events, music, and storytelling traditions.

For Researchers and Language Enthusiasts

Linguists and anthropologists find Fiji's language situation fascinating due to its
combination of indigenous languages, colonial influence, and creole development.
Studying how these languages coexist, influence each other, and evolve provides insight
into broader themes of identity, migration, and cultural resilience.

Additionally, language preservation efforts are vital in Fiji, especially for smaller

indigenous languages that face the risk of decline. Supporting these languages helps
maintain the rich cultural fabric of the islands.

Language in Education and Media

The multilingual nature of Fiji is reflected strongly in its education system and media
landscape.

Education: Balancing Languages

Schools in Fiji typically teach in English, but there are also programs dedicated to
teaching Fijian and Fiji Hindi to preserve cultural heritage. This trilingual approach equips
students with the tools to thrive both locally and globally.

Learning multiple languages also fosters intercultural understanding among Fiji's diverse
population, promoting social cohesion and national unity.



Media and Communication

Fiji’s radio stations, television channels, and newspapers often broadcast in all three
official languages. This multilingual approach ensures that information reaches different
communities effectively and respects the country’s cultural plurality.

Popular radio programs feature music and talk shows in Fijian, Fiji Hindi, and English,
reflecting the tastes and concerns of various audiences. This diversity in media not only
entertains but also educates and connects people across the islands.

Tips for Engaging with Fiji’'s Languages

If you're planning to visit or connect with Fijian communities, here are some helpful tips
related to the languages spoken in Fiji:

e Learn Basic Greetings: Starting with “Bula” (hello) and “Vinaka” (thank you) in
Fijian shows friendliness and respect.

¢ Be Open to Multilingualism: Don’t be surprised if conversations switch between
English, Fijian, and Fiji Hindi. Embrace the fluidity.

e Use English as a Bridge: If you don’t know the local languages, English will usually
suffice, especially in urban areas and tourist spots.

e Explore Local Media: Listening to Fijian or Fiji Hindi radio or music can enhance
your appreciation of the culture.

¢ Respect Language Sensitivities: Some indigenous languages are sacred or tied to
specific communities; approach with curiosity but sensitivity.

Exploring the languages spoken in Fiji reveals much about the nation’s history, people,
and identity. It’s a fascinating journey into how language shapes cultural expression and
connects diverse communities across breathtaking islands. Whether you’re visiting for
leisure, study, or work, understanding Fiji’s linguistic landscape will deepen your
connection to this enchanting part of the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the official language spoken in Fiji?

Fiji has three official languages: English, Fijian, and Hindi.



Is English widely spoken in Fiji?

Yes, English is widely spoken in Fiji and is used in government, education, and business.

What is the native language of the indigenous people of
Fiji?
The native language of the indigenous Fijian people is Fijian, also known as iTaukei.

Do many people in Fiji speak Hindi?
Yes, Fiji Hindi is spoken by the Indo-Fijian community, making it one of the three official
languages in Fiji.

Are there different dialects of Fijian spoken in Fiji?

Yes, there are several dialects of the Fijian language spoken across different regions of
Fiji.

Can tourists in Fiji communicate easily in English?

Yes, tourists can generally communicate easily in English as it is widely spoken and
understood throughout Fiji.

Additional Resources
**Exploring Linguistic Diversity: What Language Is Spoken in Fiji**

what language is spoken in fiji is a question that often arises from travelers, linguists,
and those interested in the rich cultural fabric of the South Pacific. Fiji, an archipelago of
over 330 islands, boasts a multilingual environment shaped by its indigenous heritage,
colonial history, and modern-day multiculturalism. Understanding the languages spoken in
Fiji provides insight not only into communication patterns but also into the country’s
identity, social dynamics, and educational landscape.

The Linguistic Landscape of Fiji

Fiji’'s language profile is uniquely complex, reflecting a blend of indigenous traditions and
external influences. The primary languages are Fijian, Hindi, and English, each serving
distinct roles in society and governance. This multilingual setup is enshrined in the Fijian
Constitution, which recognizes the three languages as official.



Fijian: The Indigenous Language

Fijian, known locally as *Vosa Vakaviti*, is the native language of the indigenous Fijian
people, who constitute approximately 57% of the population. It belongs to the
Austronesian language family and is related to other Polynesian and Melanesian
languages.

Several dialects of Fijian exist, with Bauan Fijian considered the standard form taught in
schools and used in media. This version is based on the dialect of Bau Island, which
historically held political significance. Fijian is predominantly used in rural areas and
among indigenous communities, serving as a vital conduit for cultural preservation and
oral traditions.

The language is characterized by its vowel-rich phonology and relatively simple grammar,
which facilitates learning and intergenerational transmission. Fiji’s educational system
includes Fijian language instruction, ensuring that younger generations maintain this
linguistic heritage.

Hindi: The Language of the Indo-Fijian Community

Hindi, specifically Fiji Hindi or *Fiji Baat*, is spoken by the Indo-Fijian population, which
accounts for around 38% of the country’s residents. This group descends from indentured
laborers brought to Fiji during British colonial rule in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries to work on sugarcane plantations.

Fiji Hindi is a unique variant of the Hindi language, influenced by Bhojpuri, Awadhi, and
other North Indian dialects, blended with Fijian and English lexical items. It differs
significantly from standard Hindi spoken in India, both in pronunciation and vocabulary.

Within the Indo-Fijian community, Fiji Hindi serves as a mother tongue and is used in daily
communication, cultural events, and religious ceremonies. It plays a crucial role in
maintaining ethnic identity and social cohesion. Educational institutions and media outlets
also support the language, although English often dominates official and formal contexts.

English: The Lingua Franca and Official Language

English holds a central position in Fiji’s public and administrative life. As a legacy of
British colonialism, English is the primary language of government, business, education,
and the judiciary. It functions as the lingua franca among the country’s ethnically diverse
population, facilitating communication across linguistic groups.

In urban centers and among younger generations, English proficiency is widespread, and
it is the main medium of instruction in most schools. Its role as an international language

also positions Fiji advantageously for tourism and global commerce.

English in Fiji features some local variations in accent and vocabulary, sometimes referred



to as Fijian English, influenced by Fijian and Hindi languages. However, it remains largely
intelligible to other English speakers worldwide.

Language Usage and Social Dynamics

The coexistence of Fijian, Hindi, and English reflects Fiji’s multicultural society and
complex social structure. Language use often correlates with ethnicity, geography, and
social contexts.

Code-Switching and Multilingualism

Many Fijians are bilingual or trilingual, seamlessly switching between Fijian, Hindi, and
English depending on social settings. This code-switching is a common feature in everyday
conversations, media, and advertising. For example, a Fijian household may converse in
Fijian at home, use Hindi during cultural events, and switch to English in professional
environments.

Such multilingualism enriches the cultural landscape but also presents challenges for
language preservation and education policy, as balancing these languages requires careful
planning.

Language and Education Policies

The Fijian government’s commitment to linguistic diversity is evident in its education
system, which incorporates all three official languages at different levels. Primary schools
often teach Fijian and Fiji Hindi alongside English, aiming to nurture cultural identity
while promoting global competence.

However, disparities exist, particularly in rural areas where resources may be limited,
affecting the quality of language instruction. Moreover, English’s dominance in tertiary
education and employment sometimes leads to the marginalization of indigenous
languages, raising concerns about their long-term vitality.

Media and Language Representation

Broadcast media in Fiji plays a significant role in sustaining language use. Radio and
television programming are available in Fijian, Hindi, and English, catering to diverse
audiences. Newspapers and online platforms similarly reflect this trilingual approach.

The presence of multiple languages in media enhances inclusivity but also requires careful
editorial strategies to balance content and reach. The digital age offers new opportunities

for language preservation and revitalization through social media and online communities

promoting Fijian and Fiji Hindi.



Comparative Perspectives: Fiji’s Languages in the
Pacific Context

When viewed alongside other Pacific island nations, Fiji stands out for its linguistic
diversity and official recognition of multiple languages. Many neighboring countries, such
as Samoa and Tonga, primarily focus on their indigenous tongues and English.

Fiji’s recognition of Hindi as an official language is relatively unique and reflects its
distinctive colonial and demographic history. This linguistic inclusivity contributes to
social cohesion but also introduces complexity in national identity narratives.

Challenges and Opportunities

The multilingual environment in Fiji offers numerous benefits, including cultural richness,
enhanced communication skills, and international connectivity. However, it also presents
challenges:

e Language Endangerment: Some Fijian dialects face decline as younger speakers
shift towards English or standard Fijian.

¢ Educational Inequality: Disparities in language instruction quality can impact
academic achievement and social mobility.

e National Unity: Balancing linguistic diversity with a cohesive national identity
requires sensitive policy-making.

Conversely, efforts to promote multilingual education, media representation, and cultural
programs underscore Fiji’s commitment to preserving its linguistic heritage while
embracing modernity.

Understanding what language is spoken in Fiji thus opens a window into the broader
societal dynamics at play, highlighting the nation’s rich cultural mosaic and its navigation
of tradition and change.

The linguistic tapestry of Fiji continues to evolve, shaped by migration, globalization, and
technological advancements. As the country moves forward, language will remain a
central element in defining its unique place in the Pacific and the world.
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what language is spoken in fiji: The Rough Guide to Fiji Rough Guides, 2014-11-03 The
new-look Rough Guide to Fiji - now in full colour throughout - is the ultimate travel guide to one of
the world's most beautiful countries. Discover Fiji's highlights with stunning photography,
colour-coded maps and more listings and information than ever before. You'll find detailed practical
advice on what to see and do in Fiji - from aqua blue lagoons lined with exquisite beaches to lush
tropical rainforests with remote traditional villages - as well as up-to-date descriptions of Fiji's best
resorts, bars, shops and restaurants for all budgets, whether you're honeymooning or backpacking.
From detailed chapters to in-depth contextual pieces, fast-fix itineraries to 'Top5 boxes' that pick out
the highlights you won't want to miss, The Rough Guide to Fiji won't let you down! Make the most of
your trip with The Rough Guide to Fiji - now available in ePub format.

what language is spoken in fiji: The Rough Guide to Fiji (Travel Guide eBook) Rough Guides,
2017-11-02 Discover Fiji with the most incisive and entertaining guidebook on the market. Whether
you plan to trek through the forests and highlands of Viti Levu, kick-back on the idyllic Mamanucas
and Yasawa Islands or snorkel and dive some of the world's best reefs, The Rough Guide to Fiji will
show you the ideal places to sleep, eat, drink and shop along the way. Inside The Rough Guide to Fiji
- Independent, trusted reviews written in Rough Guides' trademark blend of humour, honesty and
insight, to help you get the most out of your visit, with options to suit every budget. - Full-colour
maps throughout - navigate the backstreets of Fiji's lively capital, Suva or the popular tourist
hangout of Nadi without needing to get online. - Stunning, inspirational images - Itineraries -
carefully planned routes to help you organize your trip. - Detailed regional coverage - whether off
the beaten track or in more mainstream tourist destinations, this travel guide has in-depth practical
advice for every step of the way. Areas covered: Nadi; Suva; Labasa; Vita Levu; the Mamanucas and
Yasawa islands; Kaduva; Vanua Levu; Taveuni; Lomaiviti and the Lau islands. Attractions include:
the colonial town of Levuka; snorkelling and diving on the Astrolabe Reef; bird-watching in Bouma
National Heritage Park; whitewater rafting in the Namosi Highlands; tribal artefacts at the the Fiji
Museum; village homestays in the Yasawas islands; small-ship cruising round the remote Southern
Lau islands; shark diving off Beqa island. - Basics - essential pre-departure practical information
including getting there, local transport, accommodation, food and drink, health, the media, festivals,
sports and outdoor activities, culture and etiquette, shopping and more. - Background information -
a Contexts chapter devoted to history, religion, peoples, environment, wildlife and books, plus a
handy language section and glossary. Make the Most of Your Time on Earth with the Rough Guide to
Fiji

what language is spoken in fiji: Introduction to Fiji Gilad James, PhD, Fiji is a beautiful
archipelago located in the heart of the South Pacific, comprised of more than 330 islands, which 110
of them are inhabited, with Viti Levu and Vanua Levu being the largest. Fiji is known for its warm
and friendly people, white sandy beaches, crystal-clear waters, and coral reefs. It is a popular travel
destination and is famous for its resorts that provide a luxurious and relaxing environment for
tourists to enjoy. The Fiji Islands native population is made up of the Fijian people who are of
Melanesian and Polynesian descent, and Indians who were brought in as indentured laborers in the
19th century. The country has a rich cultural heritage that is deeply rooted in tradition and customs.
Fiji has been influenced by a range of cultures, including Indian, Chinese, and Western cultures,
which have contributed to its vibrant and diverse society. The official languages of Fiji are Fijian,
English and Hindi, reflecting the diverse linguistic and cultural landscape of the archipelago.

what language is spoken in fiji: Atlas of Languages of Intercultural Communication in the
Pacific, Asia, and the Americas Stephen A. Wurm, Peter Muhlhausler, Darrell T. Tryon, 2011-02-11
“An absolutely unique work in linguistics publishing - full of beautiful maps and authoritative
accounts of well-known and little-known language encounters. Essential reading (and map-viewing)
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for students of language contact with a global perspective.” Prof. Dr. Martin Haspelmath,
Max-Planck-Institut fur Evolutionare Anthropologie The two text volumes cover a large geographical
area, including Australia, New Zealand, Melanesia, South -East Asia (Insular and Continental),
Oceania, the Philippines, Taiwan, Korea, Mongolia, Central Asia, the Caucasus Area, Siberia, Arctic
Areas, Canada, Northwest Coast and Alaska, United States Area, Mexico, Central America, and
South America. The Atlas is a detailed, far-reaching handbook of fundamental importance, dealing
with a large number of diverse fields of knowledge, with the reported facts based on sound scholarly
research and scientific findings, but presented in a form intelligible to non-specialists and educated
lay persons in general.

what language is spoken in fiji: Language Planning and Policy in the Pacific Richard B.
Baldauf, Robert B. Kaplan, 2006 This volume covers the language situation in Fiji, The Philippines
and Vanuatu explaining the linguistic diversity, the historical and political contexts and the current
language situation including language-in-education planning, the role of the media, the role of
religion, and the roles of non-indigenous languages. The authors are indigenous and/or have been
participants in the language planning context.

what language is spoken in fiji: Educated Fiji English Lena Zipp, 2014-02-15 This volume
contains a comprehensive corpus-based study of prepositional constructions in written Fiji English.
It explores the endo- and exonormative dynamics of norm-giving and norm-developing varieties and
contributes to our understanding of structural nativization and variety formation in a multi-ethnic
setting. The book provides an account of the sociolinguistic development of English in Fiji against
the backdrop of the country's colonial and post-independence history, with special focus on the
Indo-Fijian part of the population. Drawing on the written sections of the Indian, Great Britain, New
Zealand and preliminary Fiji components of the International Corpus of English, quantitative and
qualitative analyses of prepositional phenomena are conducted on the word level (frequency,
semantic effects and stylistic variation), phrase level (productivity in verb-particle combinations),
and pattern level (prepositions and -ing clauses). The book will be relevant to scholars interested in
lexico-grammar, variety and corpus linguistics, and sociolinguistics in general.

what language is spoken in fiji: Dictionary of Languages Andrew Dalby, 2015-10-28
Covering the political, social and historical background of each language, Dictionary of Languages
offers a unique insight into human culture and communication. Every language with official status is
included, as well as all those that have a written literature and 175 'minor' languages with special
historical or anthropological interest. We see how, with the rapidly increasing uniformity of our
culture as media's influence spreads, more languages have become extinct or are under threat of
extinction. The text is highlighted by maps and charts of scripts, while proverbs, anecdotes and
quotations reveal the features that make a language unique.

what language is spoken in fiji: Fiji and the Fijians Thomas Williams, 1870

what language is spoken in fiji: The Fijian Language Albert J. Schiitz, 2019-03-31 This work
is directed to those who want to learn more about the Fijian language. It is intended as a reference
work, treating in detail such tropics as verb and noun classification, transitivity, the phonological
hierarchy, orthography, specification, possession, subordination, and the definite article (among
others). In addition, it is an attempt to fit these pieces together into a unified picture of the structure
of the language.

what language is spoken in fiji: Friendship and Peer Culture in Multilingual Settings
Maryanne Theobald, 2016-12-22 Internationally, linguistic diversity is at its highest to date. With
increasing numbers of children learning additional languages, it is important to understand the
nature of the social relationships that children are experiencing. This volume features the rich,
varied and complex aspects of children's friendships in multilingual settings.

what language is spoken in fiji: English in the Indian Diaspora Marianne Hundt, Devyani
Sharma, 2014-08-15 Diasporic populations offer unique opportunities for the study of language
variation and change. This volume is the first collection of sociolinguistic studies of English use
across the historically complex and widely dispersed Indian diaspora. The contributions describe




particular sociohistorical contexts (the UK, Fiji, South Africa, Singapore, and the Caribbean) and
then use this rich empirical base to examine diverse questions in theory and method, such as the
extent to which different settings see different or similar linguistic outcomes; the role of community
structures, transnational ties, attitudes, and identity; reasons for differing rates of change,
adaptation, and focussing; and the relevance of endonormative stabilization of Asian Englishes.
These themes do not simply further our understandings of diaspora. They can ultimately feed into
wider theoretical questions in language contact studies, including universals, selection and
adaptation of traits, and interactions between social contact, identity, and language change.

what language is spoken in fiji: Fiji Islands Handbook David Stanley, 1996 A fourth revised
edition of a handbook to the 322 islands of the Pacific that make up the Fiji Islands, covering Viti
Levu, Yasawa islands, the Lomaiviti group, Vanua Levu, Taveuni, the Lau group and Rotuma. Offers
recommendations for the traveller on accomodation, airfares, air routes and tour services and
inter-island travel.

what language is spoken in fiji: The World in Your Hands. Vol 03. Marcelo Gameiro,
2024-07-25 Introducing the ultimate guide to exploring the world, All Countries of the World. This
comprehensive book provides a wealth of information on every country on the planet, covering all
aspects of their history, language, food, sports, nature, arts, religion, economy, education, people,
culture, music, interesting facts, and geography. Each chapter dives deep into the unique features
and characteristics of each country, providing insights into what makes them special and how they
contribute to the diversity of our world. Whether you're an avid traveler, a curious learner, or simply
someone who wants to expand their knowledge of the world, All Countries of the World is the perfect
resource for you. With detailed information, this book will take you on a journey across the globe,
discovering new and exciting places along the way. To test your comprehension and enhance your
learning, multiple choice questions are provided at the end of each country's description, with
answers included. Get ready to embark on an adventure like no other with All Countries of the World
- the ultimate guide to exploring the world's rich and diverse cultures.

what language is spoken in fiji: The Oceanic Languages John Lynch, Malcolm Ross, Terry
Crowley, 2002 The volume contains five background chapters: The Oceanic Languages,
Sociolinguistic Background, Typological Overview, Proto-Oceanic and Internal Subgrouping. Part of
2 vol set. Author Ross from ANU.

what language is spoken in fiji: Pacific Languages in Education France Mugler, John
Lynch, 1996 This collection of articles and interviews explores policy, practice and attitudes relating
to the use of Pacific languages in education systems of most Pacific Island countries and territories,
from pre-school to tertiary level. It records history ; it deals with current attitudes and prejudices ;
and it focuses attention on perceived problems with the medium of education in many parts of the
region.--Back cover

what language is spoken in fiji: Pacific Pidgins and Creoles Darrell T. Tryon, Jean-Michel
Charpentier, 2011-05-12 Pacific Pidgins and Creoles discusses the complex and fascinating history
of English-based pidgins in the Pacific, especially the three closely related Melanesian pidgins: Tok
Pisin, Pijin, and Bislama. The book details the central role of the port of Sydney and the linguistic
synergies between Australia and the Pacific islands in the late 18th and early 19th centuries, the
role of Pacific islander plantation labor overseas, and the differentiation which has taken place in the
pidgins spoken in the Melanesian island states in the 20th century. It also looks at the future of
Pacific pidgins at a time of increasing vernacular language endangerment.

what language is spoken in fiji: Moon Handbooks South Pacific David Stanley, 2004-12-03
Travelers will find the best of the South Pacific in this guidebook that provides in-depth coverage of
outdoor recreation. Complete with helpful maps, photographs and illustrations, as well as useful
advice on food, entertainment, and money, this guidebook offers the tools travelers need for a
uniquely personal experience.

what language is spoken in fiji: South Pacific Handbook David Stanley, 1993 An all-new
edition of the original comprehensive South Pacific guide, completely revised and updated with over



85% new material. Stanley provides an accurate portrait of all 15 insular territories of Polynesia and
Melanesia, offering an insider's knowledge, spirited commentary, and adventurous coverage.
Contains nearly 200 concise, reliable maps, glossary, and index. (Moon Publications)

what language is spoken in fiji: An Encyclopedia of Language N.E. Collinge, 2002-09-11 *
Examines how language works, accounting for its nature, its use, its study and its history * Two
comprehensive indexes of Topics and Technical Terms, and Names * Carefully illustrated to explain
key points in the text "This rich repository of information on all aspects of language is a must for all
libraries in higher education, schools and larger public libraries.' - Library Review "Each article has
an excellent bibliography. In addition, there are comprehensive indexes of topics and technical
terms and names. Highly recommended for all college and general public libraries.' - Choice "This
important book is in many ways a state-of-the -art survey of current conceptions of, and approaches
to, language, with generous references to more detailed sources. Each chapter has a good
bibliography.' - Language International A comprehensive guide ... with very thorough bibliographies
... Collinge's Encyclopedia is recommended to academic libraries.' - Reference Reviews "The
bibliographies are an invaluable aid ... the editor is to be congratulated for having done an excellent
job ... there are virtually no areas of language and linguistics that do not get a look in somewhere,
and there is good signposting in the text itself.' - Nigel Vincent, Times Higher Education Supplement

what language is spoken in fiji: A Grammar of Boumaa Fijian R. M. W. Dixon, 1988-10-31 The
people who live in the Boumaa region of the Fijian island of Taveuni speak a dialect of Fijian that is
mutually intelligible with Standard Fijian, the two differing as much perhaps as do the American and
British varieties of English. During 1985, R. M. W. Dixon—one of the most insightful of linguists
engaged in descriptive studies today—lived in the village of Waitabu and studied the language
spoken there. He found in Boumaa Fijian a wealth of striking features unknown in commonly studied
languages and on the basis of his fieldwork prepared this grammar. Fijian is an agglutinating
language, one in which words are formed by the profligate combining of morphemes. There are no
case inflections, and tense and aspect as shown by independent clitics or words within a predicate
complex. Most verbs come in both transitive and intransitive forms, and nouns can be build up
regularly from verbal parts and verbs from nouns. The language is also marked by a highly
developed pronoun system and by a vocabulary rich in areas of social significance. In the opening
chapters, Dixon describes the Islands' political, social, and linguistic organization, outlines the main
points of Fijian phonology, and presents an overview of the grammar. In succeeding chapters, he
examines a number of grammatical topics in greater detail, including clause and phrase structure,
verbal syntax, deictics, and anaphora. The volume also includes a full vocabulary of all forms treated
in discussion and three of the fifteen texts recorded from monolingual village elders on which the
grammar is based.
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