WHAT LANGUAGE DO LIBERIA SPEAK

WHAT LANGUAGE Do LIBERIA SPEAK? EXPLORING THE LINGUISTIC LANDSCAPE OF LIBERIA

WHAT LANGUAGE DO LIBERIA SPEAK IS A QUESTION THAT OFTEN SPARKS CURIOSITY DUE TO LIBERIA’S RICH CULTURAL AND
ETHNIC DIVERSITY. NESTLED ON THE WEST AFRICAN COAST, LIBERIA IS HOME TO A VIBRANT TAPESTRY OF LANGUAGES AND
DIALECTS, REFLECTING ITS COMPLEX HISTORY AND MOSAIC OF INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES. (UNDERSTANDING THE LANGUAGES
SPOKEN IN LIBERIA NOT ONLY OPENS A WINDOW INTO ITS CULTURAL HERITAGE BUT ALSO SHEDS LIGHT ON ITS SOCIAL DYNAMICS
AND NATIONAL IDENTITY.

THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGE OF LIBERIA: ENGLISH

\WHEN ASKED, “WHAT LANGUAGE DO LIBERIA SPEAK?” THE MOST STRAIGHTFORWARD ANSWER IS ENGLISH. ENGLISH IS THE
OFFICIAL LANGUAGE OF LIBERIA, A REMNANT OF ITS UNIQUE FOUNDING HISTORY. LIBERIA WAS ESTABLISHED IN THE EARLY 19TH
CENTURY BY FREED AFRICAN-AMERICAN SLAVES, AND ENGLISH WAS ADOPTED AS THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGE TO UNIFY THE
DIVERSE GROUPS WITHIN THE COUNTRY. TODAY, ENGLISH SERVES AS THE LANGUAGE OF GOVERNMENT, EDUCATION, MEDIA, AND
BUSINESS.

\W/HILE ENGLISH IS THE LINGUA FRANCA THAT CONNECTS DIFFERENT ETHNIC GROUPS, IT IS IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT THE
ENGLISH SPOKEN IN LIBERIA HAS ITS OWN FLAVOR. LIBERIAN ENGLISH INCLUDES UNIQUE VOCABULARY, SLANG, AND
PRONUNCIATION PATTERNS THAT MAKE IT DISTINCT FROM OTHER ENGLISH DIALECTS WORLDWIDE. THIS LOCALIZED VERSION OF
ENGLISH, SOMETIMES REFERRED TO AS LIBERIAN ENGLISH OR LIBERIAN PIDGIN ENGLISH, IS WIDELY SPOKEN AND UNDERSTOOD
ACROSS URBAN CENTERS AND RURAL AREAS ALIKE.

LiBERIAN ENGLISH AND ITS ROLE IN SOCIETY

LIBERIAN ENGLISH IS MORE THAN JUST THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGE—IT’S A MARKER OF NATIONAL IDENTITY AND COMMUNICATION. |T
BRIDGES THE GAP BETWEEN THE MANY INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES SPOKEN THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY. IN SCHOOLS, GOVERNMENT
OFFICES, AND MEDIA OUTLETS, ENGLISH DOMINATES AS THE MEDIUM OF INSTRUCTION AND COMMUNICATION, HELPING TO FOSTER
UNITY DESPITE ETHNIC DIVERSITY.

HO\X/EVER, LIBERIAN ENGLISH CAN DIFFER SIGNIFICANTLY FROM STANDARD ENGLISH. |T INCORPORATES INFLUENCES FROM
INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES AND AMERICAN ENGLISH, RESULTING IN A DISTINCT VOCABULARY AND GRAMMATICAL STRUCTURE. THIS
MAKES IT EASIER FOR LOCALS TO EXPRESS THEIR UNIQUE CULTURAL EXPERIENCES WHILE STILL MAINTAINING CONNECTIONS TO
THE GLOBAL ENGLISH-SPEAKING COMMUNITY.

DiVERSE INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES IN LIBERIA

Beyonp ENGLISH/ LIBERIA IS A LINGUISTIC TREASURE TROVE WITH OVER 20 INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES SPOKEN BY VARIOUS
ETHNIC GROUPS. THESE NATIVE TONGUES FORM AN ESSENTIAL PART OF LIBERIA’S CULTURAL IDENTITY AND EVERYDAY LIFE.
W/HEN EXPLORING WHAT LANGUAGE DO LIBERIA SPEAK IN A BROADER SENSE, IT’S CRUCIAL TO RECOGNIZE THESE INDIGENOUS
LANGUAGES.

SOME OF THE MOST PROMINENT INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES INCLUDE:
o KPELLE: SPOKEN BY THE KPELLE PEOPLE, THE LARGEST ETHNIC GROUP IN LIBERIA, THIS LANGUAGE IS WIDELY USED IN
CENTRAL AND WESTERN REGIONS.

e BASSA: THE BASSA LANGUAGE IS COMMON ALONG THE COASTAL AREAS AND HOLDS SIGNIFICANT CULTURAL
IMPORTANCE AMONG THE BASSA ETHNIC GROUP.



* Gio (DAN): PRIMARILY SPOKEN IN THE NORTHERN PARTS OF LIBERIA/ THIS LANGUAGE IS PART OF THE LARGER MANDE
LANGUAGE FAMILY.

o GREBO: FOUND IN THE SOUTHEASTERN REGIONS, GREBO IS INTEGRAL TO THE IDENTITY OF THE GREBO PEOPLE.

¢ MENDE: ALTHOUGH MORE DOMINANT IN NEIGHBORING SIERRA LEONE, MENDE IS ALSO SPOKEN BY SOME COMMUNITIES IN
LIBERIA’S BORDER AREAS.

THESE INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES ARE RICH IN ORAL TRADITION, FOLKLORE, AND CULTURAL EXPRESSIONS, CONTRIBUTING TO
LIBERIA’S VIBRANT HERITAGE.

THe RoLE oF INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES IN DAILY LIFE

W/HILE ENGLISH IS THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGE, INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES HOLD A STRONG PRESENCE IN DAILY COMMUNICATION,
ESPECIALLY IN RURAL AREAS AND WITHIN ETHNIC COMMUNITIES. THEY ARE OFTEN THE MOTHER TONGUES PASSED DOWN THROUGH
GENERATIONS, USED IN HOMES, LOCAL MARKETS, TRADITIONAL CEREMONIES, AND COMMUNITY GATHERINGS.

MOREOVER, MANY LIBERIANS ARE MULTILINGUAL, OFTEN FLUENT IN ENGLISH AND THEIR NATIVE LANGUAGE, ALLOWING THEM TO
NAVIGATE DIFFERENT SOCIAL SETTINGS COMFORTABLY. THIS LINGUISTIC VERSATILITY ENRICHES LIBERIA’S CULTURAL FABRIC AND
PRESERVES THE UNIQUE IDENTITIES OF ITS ETHNIC GROUPS.

L ANGUAGE AND EDUCATION IN LIBERIA

THE QUESTION OF WHAT LANGUAGE DO LIBERIA SPEAK IS PARTICULARLY RELEVANT IN THE CONTEXT OF EDUCATION. ENGLISH IS
THE MEDIUM OF INSTRUCTION FROM PRIMARY TO TERTIARY EDUCATION, WHICH AIMS TO PREPARE STUDENTS FOR NATIONAL
INTEGRATION AND GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT. HOWEVER, THIS ALSO PRESENTS CHALLENGES FOR CHILDREN WHOSE FIRST LANGUAGE IS
ONE OF LIBERIA’S INDIGENOUS TONGUES.

EFFORTS HAVE BEEN MADE TO INCORPORATE MOTHER TONGUE EDUCATION, ESPECIALLY IN EARLY CHILDHOOD, TO IMPROVE
LITERACY RATES AND LEARNING OUTCOMES. RESEARCH SHOWS THAT CHILDREN LEARN BEST WHEN TAUGHT INITIALLY IN THEIR
NATIVE LANGUAGE BEFORE TRANSITIONING TO ENGLISH. SOME EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS IN LIBERIA NOW SUPPORT BILINGUAL
EDUCATION TO BRIDGE THE GAP BETWEEN INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES AND ENGLISH.

CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES IN LANGUAGE PoLicy

LIBERIA’S LANGUAGE POLICY FACES THE ONGOING CHALLENGE OF BALANCING THE ROLE OF ENGLISH AS A UNIFYING LANGUAGE
WHILE RESPECTING AND PRESERVING INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES. THERE IS AN INCREASING AW ARENESS OF THE IMPORTANCE OF
LINGUISTIC DIVERSITY FOR CULTURAL PRESERVATION AND SOCIAL INCLUSION.

NON-GOVERNMENT AL ORGANIZATIONS AND CULTURAL GROUPS ACTIVELY PROMOTE LITERACY AND DOCUMENTATION OF
INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES TO PREVENT THEIR EROSION. TECHNOLOGY AND MEDIA ARE ALSO PLAYING A GROWING ROLE IN
REVITALIZING THESE LANGUAGES THROUGH RADIO PROGRAMS, MOBILE APPS, AND SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS THAT CELEBRATE
LIBERIA’S LINGUISTIC HERITAGE.

How LANGUAGE SHAPES IDENTITY IN LIBERIA

UNDERSTANDING WHAT LANGUAGE DO LIBERIA SPEAK ALSO MEANS APPRECIATING HOW LANGUAGE SHAPES IDENTITY AND SOCIAL
RELATIONS. LANGUAGE IN LIBERIA IS DEEPLY TIED TO ETHNICITY, HERITAGE, AND SOCIAL BELONGING. EACH LINGUISTIC GROUP



HAS ITS OWN TRADITIONS, STORIES, AND WORLDVIEW EXPRESSED THROUGH THEIR LANGUAGE.

L ANGUAGE CAN ALSO INFLUENCE SOCIAL DYNAMICS, INCLUDING POLITICS AND INTERETHNIC RELATIONS. THE USE OF ENGLISH AS
THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGE HELPS TO NEUTRALIZE ETHNIC DIVISIONS, BUT LOCAL LANGUAGES REMAIN POWERFUL SYMBOLS OF
IDENTITY. FOR LIBERIANS, SPEAKING THEIR NATIVE TONGUE IS A WAY OF HONORING THEIR ANCESTRY AND MAINTAINING A SENSE
OF COMMUNITY.

LANGUAGE IN URBAN VvS. RURAL LIBERIA

IN URBAN AREAS SUCH AS MONROVIA, THE CAPITAL, ENGLISH AND LIBERIAN ENGLISH DOMINATE, REFLECTING THE COSMOPOLITAN
NATURE OF THE CITY WITH ITS MIX OF ETHNIC GROUPS. [URBAN RESIDENTS OFTEN SWITCH BETWEEN ENGLISH AND VARIOUS
INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES DEPENDING ON CONTEXT AND AUDIENCE.

IN CONTRAST, RURAL AREAS TEND TO BE MORE LINGUISTICALLY HOMOGENOUS, WITH INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES PREVAILING AS
THE EVERYDAY MODE OF COMMUNICATION. THIS RURAL-URBAN LINGUISTIC DIVIDE ILLUSTRATES THE COMPLEX INTERPLAY
BETWEEN TRADITION AND MODERNITY IN LIBERIA’S EVOLVING SOCIETY.

EXPLORING THE FUTURE OF LANGUAGE IN LIBERIA

LooKING AHEAD, THE LINGUISTIC FUTURE OF LIBERIA HOLDS BOTH PROMISE AND CHALLENGES. THE COUNTRY’S MULTILINGUAL
REALITY IS A STRENGTH THAT ENRICHES ITS CULTURE AND SOCIAL LIFE. HO\X/EVER/ THE DOMINANCE OF ENGLISH IN OFFICIAL AND
EDUCATIONAL SPHERES MEANS THAT MANY INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES FACE THE RISK OF DECLINE.

CONTINUED EFFORTS TO PROMOTE BILINGUAL EDUCATION, LANGUAGE DOCUMENTATION, AND CULTURAL AW ARENESS ARE
ESSENTIAL TO PRESERVING LIBERIA’S LINGUISTIC DIVERSITY. EMBRACING BOTH ENGLISH AND INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES CAN FOSTER
NATIONAL UNITY WHILE CELEBRATING THE UNIQUE CULTURAL IDENTITIES THAT MAKE LIBERIA SO DISTINCTIVE.

FOR ANYONE WONDERING WHAT LANGUAGE DO LIBERIA SPEAK, IT’S CLEAR THAT THE ANSWER IS NOT JUST ONE LANGUAGE BUT
A HARMONY OF MANY—EACH PLAYING A VITAL ROLE IN THE NATION’S STORY. WHETHER THROUGH THE OFFICIAL USE OF

ENGLISH OR THE VIBRANT INDIGENOUS TONGUES SPOKEN IN COMMUNITIES, LANGUAGE REMAINS A LIVING, BREATHING PART OF
LIBERIA’S IDENTITY AND HERITAGE.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGE OF LIBERIA?

THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGE OF LIBERIA IS ENGLISH.

ARE THERE OTHER LANGUAGES SPOKEN IN LIBERIA BESIDES ENGLISH?

YES, BESIDES ENGLISH, VARIOUS INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES SUCH AS KPELLE, BASSA, GREBO, AND KRU ARE WIDELY SPOKEN IN
LIBERIA.

W/HY IS ENGLISH THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGE OF LIBERIAP

ENGLISH IS THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGE OF LIBERIA DUE TO ITS HISTORY AS A COLONY FOUNDED BY FREED AMERICAN SLAVES,
WHICH INFLUENCED THE ADOPTION OF ENGLISH FOR ADMINISTRATION AND EDUCATION.



Is LIBERIAN ENGLISH DIFFERENT FROM STANDARD ENGLISH?

YES, LIBERIAN ENGLISH INCLUDES UNIQUE SLANG AND EXPRESSIONS KNOWN AS LIBERIAN ENGLISH OR LIBERIAN KREYOL, WHICH
DIFFER SOMEWHAT FROM STANDARD ENGLISH.

How MANY LANGUAGES ARE SPOKEN IN LIBERIA?

LIBERIA IS HOME TO AROUND 20 INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES SPOKEN BY VARIOUS ETHNIC GROUPS ACROSS THE COUNTRY.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

*X\W/HAT LANGUAGE Do LiBeria Speak: A LINGUISTIC OVERVIEW OF LIBERIA’S MULTILINGUAL LANDSCAPE**

WHAT LANGUAGE DO LIBERIA SPEAK IS A QUESTION THAT INVITES A NUANCED EXPLORATION INTO THE RICH LINGUISTIC
TAPESTRY OF THIS WEST AFRICAN NATION. LIBERIA/ A COUNTRY WITH A COMPLEX HISTORY OF INDIGENOUS CULTURES,
AMERICO-LIBERIAN SETTLERS, AND COLONIAL INFLUENCES, EXHIBITS A DIVERSE SPECTRUM OF LANGUAGES THAT REFLECT ITS
MULTIFACETED IDENTITY. UNDERSTANDING THE LANGUAGES SPOKEN IN LIBERIA REQUIRES DELVING BEYOND A SINGLE OFFICIAL
LANGUAGE TO APPRECIATE THE INTERPLAY BETWEEN INDIGENOUS TONGUES, ENGLISH/ AND REGIONAL DIALECTS.

THe OFFICIAL LANGUAGE OF LIBERIA: ENGLISH AND ITS ROLE

AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL, ENGLISH HOLDS THE DISTINCTION OF BEING LIBERIA’S OFFICIAL LANGUAGE. THIS STATUS IS A LEGACY
OF LIBERIA’S UNIQUE FOUNDATION BY FREED AFRICAN-AMERICAN SLAVES IN THE EARLY 19TH CENTURY, WHO BROUGHT WITH
THEM AMERICAN CULTURAL AND LINGUISTIC INFLUENCES. ENGLISH IS THE LANGUAGE OF GOVERNMENT, EDUCATION, MEDIA, AND
OFFICIAL COMMUNICATION, SERVING AS A UNIFYING MEDIUM IN A COUNTRY MARKED BY CONSIDERABLE ETHNIC AND LINGUISTIC
DIVERSITY.

ENGLISH’S PROMINENCE IN LIBERIA FACILITATES INTERNATIONAL DIPLOMACY, COMMERCE, AND EDUCATION, ALIGNING LIBERIA WITH
GLOBAL SYSTEMS WHERE ENGLISH FUNCTIONS AS A LINGUA FRANCA. HO\X/EVER, THE VERSION OF ENGLISH SPOKEN IN LIBERIA,
OFTEN REFERRED TO AS LIBERIAN ENGLISH OR LIBERIAN STANDARD ENGLISH, INCLUDES DISTINCT PHONETIC, LEXICAL, AND
SYNTACTICAL FEATURES INFLUENCED BY LOCAL LANGUAGES AND HISTORICAL CONTEXT.

LIBERIAN ENGLISH VS. STANDARD ENGLISH

W/HILE ENGLISH IS THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGE, THE LIBERIAN VARIANT EXHIBITS UNIQUE CHARACTERISTICS. |T INCORPORATES
LOANWORDS FROM INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES AND REFLECTS THE SPEECH PATTERNS OF VARIOUS ETHNIC GROUPS. THIS LOCALIZED
ENGLISH DIFFERS FROM BRITISH OR AMERICAN ENGLISH IN PRONUNCIATION AND VOCABULARY, MAKING IT AN INTRIGUING SUBJECT
FOR LINGUISTS STUDYING LANGUAGE EVOLUTION IN POST-COLONIAL AFRICAN SOCIETIES.

INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES: THE HEART OF LIBERIA’S LINGUISTIC DIVERSITY

BEYOND ENGLISH, LIBERIA IS HOME TO A RICH ARRAY OF INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES THAT BELONG PRIMARILY TO THE NIGER-CONGO
LANGUAGE FAMILY. THESE LANGUAGES ARE SPOKEN BY THE COUNTRY’S NUMEROUS ETHNIC GROUPS, EACH WITH ITS DISTINCT
CULTURAL HERITAGE. THE MOST WIDELY SPOKEN INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES INCLUDE KPELLE, BASsA, Greso, KrU, AND VAl
AMONG OTHERS.



MAJOR INDIGENOUS L ANGUAGES IN LIBERIA

o KPELLE: THE MOST WIDELY SPOKEN LANGUAGE IN LIBERIA, KPELLE IS USED BY THE KPELLE PEOPLE WHO PRIMARILY INHABIT
THE CENTRAL AND WESTERN REGIONS. |T SERVES AS A LINGUA FRANCA IN SOME AREAS DUE TO THE LARGE POPULATION
OF KPELLE SPEAKERS.

® BASSA: SPOKEN BY THE BASSA ETHNIC GROUP MAINLY IN THE COASTAL AND CENTRAL LIBERIA, THIS LANGUAGE HOLDS
SIGNIFICANT CULTURAL IMPORTANCE.

o GREBO: PREDOMINANTLY SPOKEN IN THE SOUTHEASTERN PARTS OF LIBERIA/ (GREBO CONSISTS OF SEVERAL DIALECTS AND
PLAYS A KEY ROLE IN LOCAL IDENTITY.

¢ KRU: THIS LANGUAGE IS USED BY THE KRU PEOPLE ALONG THE COAST, PARTICULARLY IN THE SOUTHERN REGIONS NEAR
THE BORDER WITH C[?] TE D’lVOIRE.

¢ VAL NOTABLE FOR ITS UNIQUE INDIGENOUS SCRIPT, THE V Al LANGUAGE IS SPOKEN IN THE NORTHWEST, NEAR THE
BORDER WITH SIERRA LEONE.

THESE LANGUAGES ARE NOT ONLY MEANS OF COMMUNICATION BUT ALSO CARRIERS OF ORAL TRADITION, FOLKLORE, AND
CULTURAL HERITAGE. DESPITE THE DOMINANCE OF ENGLISH IN OFFICIAL CONTEXTS, INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES REMAIN VITAL IN
EVERYDAY LIFE, ESPECIALLY IN RURAL AREAS.

THe RoLE oF MULTILINGUALISM IN LIBERIAN SOCIETY

MULTILINGUALISM IS A COMMON FEATURE AMONG LIBERIANS, WITH MANY INDIVIDUALS FLUENT IN ENGLISH AND ONE OR MORE
INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES. THIS LINGUISTIC ADAPTABILITY FACILITATES SOCIAL COHESION WITHIN DIVERSE COMMUNITIES AND
ACROSS ETHNIC LINES. |IT ALSO UNDERSCORES THE PRACTICAL REALITY THAT WHILE ENGLISH IS ESSENTIAL FOR FORMAL
SECTORS, INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES DOMINATE INTERPERSONAL AND COMMUNITY COMMUNICATION.

L ANGUAGE AND EDUCATION IN LIBERIA

IN LIBERIA’S EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM, ENGLISH IS THE MEDIUM OF INSTRUCTION FROM PRIMARY SCHOOL ONWARD. THIS POLICY
AIMS TO STANDARDIZE EDUCATION AND ENSURE ACCESS TO INTERNATIONAL KNOWLEDGE AND OPPORTUNITIES. HO\X/EVER, THE
RELIANCE ON ENGLISH PRESENTS CHALLENGES, PARTICULARLY FOR CHILDREN WHOSE FIRST LANGUAGE IS ONE OF THE INDIGENOUS
TONGUES.

STUDIES HAVE SHOWN THAT INITIAL LITERACY AND LEARNING OUTCOMES IMPROVE WHEN EDUCATION INCORPORATES MOTHER
TONGUE INSTRUCTION IN EARLY GRADES. LIBERIA HAS MADE EFFORTS TO PROMOTE BILINGUAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS,
INTEGRATING INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES TO SUPPORT COMPREHENSION AND CULTURAL IDENTITY. NEVERTHELESS, RESOURCE
CONSTRAINTS AND THE COMPLEXITY OF DEVELOPING EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS IN MULTIPLE LANGUAGES POSE ONGOING HURDLES.

Pros AND CoNs oF ENGLISH AS THE SoLE OFFICIAL LANGUAGE

® PRrOS: FACILITATES NATIONAL UNITY AND INTERNATIONAL ENGAGEMENT, SIMPLIFIES GOVERNANCE AND LEGAL PROCESSES,
SUPPORTS ACCESS TO GLOBAL INFORMATION AND TECHNOLOGY.

e CONS: MAY MARGINALIZE SPEAKERS OF INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES;, HINDERS EARLY EDUCATION FOR NON-ENGLISH SPEAKERS,
RISKS EROSION OF INDIGENOUS LINGUISTIC HERITAGE.



BALANCING THE USE OF ENGLISH WITH PROMOTION OF NATIVE LANGUAGES REMAINS A CRITICAL POLICY CHALLENGE FOR
LIBERIA’S GOVERNMENT AND EDUCATIONAL STAKEHOLDERS.

LANGUAGE IN MeblA AND COMMUNICATION

LIBERIAN MEDIA REFLECTS THE COUNTRY’S LINGUISTIC DIVERSITY. WHILE ENGLISH DOMINATES TELEVISION, RADIO, AND PRINT
OUTLETS, PROGRAMMING IN INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES IS ALSO PREVALENT, ESPECIALLY IN COMMUNITY RADIO STATIONS. THESE
PLATFORMS PLAY A CRUCIAL ROLE IN DISSEMINATING INFORMATION, FOSTERING CULTURAL EXPRESSION, AND ENHANCING
PARTICIPATION IN PUBLIC DISCOURSE AMONG NON-ENGLISH SPEAKERS.

THE RISE OF DIGITAL COMMUNICATION HAS FURTHER BROADENED LINGUISTIC EXPRESSION. SOCIAL MEDIA AND MOBILE
COMMUNICATION OFTEN FEATURE A BLEND OF ENGLISH AND LOCAL LANGUAGES, CREATING NEW HYBRID FORMS OF LANGUAGE USE
THAT RESONATE WITH YOUNGER GENERATIONS.

CoMPARATIVE LINGUISTICS: LIBERIA AND NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES

LIBERIA’S LINGUISTIC PROFILE SHARES SIMILARITIES WITH ITS NEIGHBORS, SUCH AS SIERRA LEONE AND C TE D)|VOIRE, WHERE
ENGLISH, FEENCH, AND VARIOUS INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES COEXIST. HO\X/EVER, LIBERIA’S UNIQUE HISTORY AS A SETTLEMENT FOR
FREED AFRICAN-AMERICANS GIVES IT A DISTINCTIVE ENGLISH LINGUISTIC HERITAGE, SETTING IT APART FROM PREDOMINANTLY
FRANCOPHONE OR OTHER ANGLOPHONE COUNTRIES IN THE REGION.

THIS COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE HIGHLIGHTS HOW COLONIAL AND POST-COLONIAL HISTORIES SHAPE LANGUAGE POLICIES AND
LINGUISTIC LANDSCAPES ACROSS WEST AFRICA.

PRESERVING LIBERIA’S LINGUISTIC HERITAGE

THE DIVERSITY OF LANGUAGES IN LIBERIA IS A NATIONAL TREASURE, REFLECTING CENTURIES OF CULTURAL EVOLUTION AND
RESILIENCE. EFFORTS TO DOCUMENT AND PRESERVE ENDANGERED INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES ARE UNDERWAY , SUPPORTED BY
LINGUISTS, NGOS/ AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS. L ANGUAGE PRESERVATION IS CRUCIAL NOT ONLY FOR MAINTAINING
CULTURAL IDENTITY BUT ALSO FOR ENRICHING GLOBAL LINGUISTIC DIVERSITY.

PROGRAMS AIMED AT REVITALIZING INDIGENOUS SCRIPTS, SUCH AS THE VAl SCRIPT, EXEMPLIFY THE DYNAMIC RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN TRADITION AND MODERNITY IN LIBERIA’S LINGUISTIC SPHERE.

EXPLORING THE QUESTION OF WHAT LANGUAGE DO LIBERIA SPEAK REVEALS A LAYERED REALITY: ENGLISH SERVES AS THE
OFFICIAL AND UNIFYING LANGUAGE, YET INDIGENOUS LANGUAGES FORM THE BACKBONE OF DAILY COMMUNICATION AND CULTURAL
EXPRESSION. THE INTERPLAY BETWEEN THESE LINGUISTIC FORCES SHAPES LIBERIA’S SOCIAL FABRIC AND CONTINUES TO EVOLVE
AMIDST EDUCATIONAL REFORMS, MEDIA DEVELOPMENT, AND GLOBALIZATION. THIS MULTIFACETED LINGUISTIC LANDSCAPE
UNDERSCORES THE IMPORTANCE OF INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE POLICIES THAT HONOR BOTH NATIONAL COHESION AND CULTURAL
DIVERSITY.
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what language do liberia speak: Liberia in Pictures Thomas Streissguth, 2006-01-01
Discusses the economy, geography, government, people, cultural life, and history of Liberia.

what language do liberia speak: Liberia: America's Footprint in Africa Jesse N. Mongrue,
2011-08-05 The history of Liberia and the United States are closely tied together, but few people
have taken the necessary steps to understand the complicated relationship between the two
countries. Liberia: Americas Footprint in Africa traces the history of an African nation whose fate is
closely tied to an uprising of slaves that began on the island that is now Haiti. The violence there
caused people in the United States to wonder about the future of slavery and blacks in their own
nation. In this detailed history written by a Liberian educator, youll discover: how the American
Colonization Society played a critical role in the creation of Liberia; how courageous blacks living in
the United States persevered in seeking freedom; how Liberia is culturally, socially, and politically
connected to the United States. Discover the rich history of two nations and why Liberia remains
relevant today. Enriched with interviews of scholars, Liberian community elders and detailed
research, Liberia: Americas Footprint in Africa is a step-by-step account of an overlooked country.

what language do liberia speak: Speaking and Social Identity Lawrence B. Breitborde,
2011-06-24 No detailed description available for Speaking and Social Identity.

what language do liberia speak: God Speaks to Liberians at Home and Abroad Gehleigbe
Bobson Bleh, 2012-09-25 God Speaks to Liberians at Home and Abroad is the Authors call to all
Liberians to prioritize covenant faithfulness to God, the rebuilding of Liberia, reconciliation,
forgiveness and good stewardship that can lead to total freedom for all Liberians. Liberians at home
refers to politicians, civil servants, religious leaders, business people, farmers, community leaders,
chiefs, elders, students, etc., who did not leave the country since the emergence of the bloody and
senseless war created as the result of power greed. These persons experienced every bit of the war,
for they had nowhere to run. Thousands were killed in cold blood at the hand of wicked men and
women who claimed to be liberators. Other refuses to die outside their motherland and they cried, It
is better for me to die in my own country than to die in next men country. Liberians Abroad refers to
those Liberians who have left the country prior to the civil for the purpose of education, economic
prosperity or greener pastures, but failed to help develop Liberia. Some of those Liberians say the
worse things about homeland. The next group in this category are those Liberians who were forced
to fl ee the country because of the war and found themselves in refugee camps around the world.
These are the most hurt people in that they lost their homes, properties, love ones and freedom. It
my prayer that as we read and reflect on the message of the Book of Haggai, you will take
consolation in the word of God like the children of Israel, who lived in exile for seventy years.
Finally, they returned home and began to rebuild their nation. As we sit by our rivers of Babylon, we
should remember Liberia, our Zion, and Sweet Land of liberty.

what language do liberia speak: Languages of the World Asya Pereltsvaig, 2017-08-24
Assuming no prior knowledge of linguistics, this textbook introduces readers to the rich diversity of
human languages, familiarizing students with the variety and typology of languages around the
world. An essential resource for undergraduate courses on language typology, historical linguistics
and general linguistics.

what language do liberia speak: Cracking the Code John Mark Sheppard, 2013-05-22
Cracking the Code: The Confused Traveler's Guide to Liberian English is the brainchild of John Mark
Sheppard, who moved with his family from the United States to Liberia when he was just three years
old. He learned Liberian English as a second language as he spent his childhood and teen years
immersed in the Liberian culture. After college in the United States, John Mark returned to Liberia
and began a more formal study of Liberia's history, customs and languages. In this truly fascinating
book, John Mark combines his training in linguistics with an extensive knowledge of the language he
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has grown to love. Besides the more than one thousand helpful explanations of specific words or
phrases, Cracking the Code: The Confused Traveler's Guide to Liberian English includes a
fascinating history of the people groups and languages of the region, a pronunciation guide, a list of
Liberian proverbs and practical, how-to-avoid-embarrassing-yourself advice for Westerners.

what language do liberia speak: Becoming an African Diaspora in Australia F. Ndhlovu,
2014-07-08 Becoming an African Diaspora in Australia extends debates on identities, cultures and
notions of race and racism into new directions as it analyses the forms of interactional identities of
African migrants in Australia. It de-naturalises the commonplace assumptions and imaginations
about the cultures and identities of African diaspora communities, and probes the relevance and
usefulness of identity markers such as country of origin, nationality, ethnicity, ethnic/heritage
language and mother tongue. Current cultural frames of identity representation have so far failed to
capture the complexities of everyday lived experiences of transnational individuals and groups.
Therefore by drawing on fresh concepts and recent empirical evidence, this book invites the reader
to revisit and rethink the vocabularies that we use to look at identity categories such as race,
culture, language, ethnicity, nationality, and citizenship, and introduces a new language nesting
model of diaspora identity. This book will be of great interest to all students of migration, diaspora,
African and Australian studies.

what language do liberia speak: Atlas of the World's Languages R.E. Asher, Christopher
Moseley, 2018-04-19 Three separate chapters on the languages of the Americas: North America,
Meso-America and South America, with key historical maps for America fully updated The only
language atlas of this scope available Internationally renowned chapter editors and contributors A
key reference for language, linguistics and anthropology departments Special pre-publication price
of £325

what language do liberia speak: Liberia Muriel L. Dubois, 2005 Provides an introduction to
Liberia, using a question-and-answer format that discusses land features, government, housing,
transportation, industries, education, sports, art forms, holidays, food, and family life. Includes a
map, facts, and charts.

what language do liberia speak: Liberia Patricia Levy, Michael Spilling, 2010 Celebrates the
diversity of life through the exploration of cultures around the world.

what language do liberia speak: International Encyclopedia of Linguistics William ]. Frawley,
2003-05-01 The International Encyclopedia of Linguistics, 2nd Edition encompasses the full range of
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