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Dragon Age Origins Shale Approval: Unlocking the Secret to This Beloved Companion

dragon age origins shale approval is a topic that many fans of the classic RPG often seek to
understand deeply. Shale, the ancient and grumpy golem companion, is one of the most memorable
characters in Dragon Age: Origins. However, gaining his approval isn't as straightforward as chatting
with a typical party member. It requires a mix of patience, understanding his unique personality, and
making the right dialogue choices. If you want to maximize your gameplay experience and get the
most out of Shale’s storyline and abilities, understanding how to navigate Shale’s approval system is
essential.

In this article, we’ll explore everything you need to know about dragon age origins shale approval —
from who Shale is, why approval matters, how to gain his favor, and tips for integrating him
effectively into your party. Whether you’re a newcomer or revisiting the game, this guide will enrich
your journey through Ferelden’s dark fantasy world.

Who is Shale in Dragon Age: Origins?

Before diving into the approval mechanics, it helps to know a bit about Shale’s character. Shale is a
unique party member introduced in the *The Stone Prisoner* DLC. Unlike other companions who are
human or elven, Shale is a powerful golem, a stone construct with a dry, sarcastic wit and a
mysterious past. Originally created by the dwarves, Shale was once a guardian but was imprisoned
for centuries.

Shale’s personality is defined by gruff humor and occasional bursts of emotion, which makes
interactions with him quite entertaining. He is a warrior class character with impressive tanking
capabilities, making him invaluable in combat. However, to unlock his full potential and narrative
depth, you need to focus on gaining and maintaining his approval.

Understanding Approval in Dragon Age: Origins

Approval is a core mechanic in Dragon Age: Origins that measures how much your companions like or
dislike your character based on your choices, dialogue, and actions throughout the game. Higher
approval unlocks unique conversations, character backgrounds, and sometimes special quests or
abilities. Conversely, low approval can lead to companions leaving your party or becoming less
effective in battle.

For Shale, approval works similarly but with some nuances because of his unique nature as a golem.
Engaging with him properly can reveal more about his origins, his relationship with the dwarves, and
even unlock his special abilities like the “Rock Armor” stance.



Why Does Shale’s Approval Matter?

Shale’s approval influences not just story elements but also combat effectiveness. As a tanky frontline
fighter, Shale’s abilities can be game-changing, especially in harder difficulty settings. When Shale
approves of you, he offers witty banter, shares personal stories, and can unlock special lines that
enrich the narrative.

Moreover, Shale’s approval unlocks the “Shale’s Rock Armor” ability, which significantly increases his
defense, making him a nearly indestructible force in battle. This ability is only accessible when you

have sufficiently high approval, making it a strategic priority for players who want to optimize their
party composition.

How to Gain Shale’s Approval

Gaining Shale’s approval requires a combination of dialogue choices and actions that resonate with
his personality and values. Unlike some companions who respond to kindness or romance, Shale
values straightforwardness, strength, and a sense of humor that matches his dry wit.

Key Tips for Boosting Shale’s Approval

* Be Direct and No-Nonsense: Shale appreciates a leader who is clear and decisive. Avoid
overly sentimental or indecisive responses.

* Show Respect for the Dwarves: Given Shale’s origins, he respects those who understand or
honor dwarven culture and history.

e Use Sarcasm and Wit: When given the option, matching Shale’s sarcastic remarks often
boosts approval.

e Complete His Personal Quest: Engaging in Shale’s personal storyline, “The Stone Prisoner,”
and helping him confront his past is crucial for deep approval gains.

* Fight Bravely: Shale respects strength in battle. Making choices that show courage and
tactical acumen can improve his opinion of you.

Dialogue Choices That Increase Shale Approval

During your conversations with Shale, certain dialogue options stand out for raising his approval:

- Agreeing with his blunt or cynical comments rather than challenging them.
- Showing understanding when he talks about his imprisonment and bitterness.
- Choosing responses that emphasize logic over emotion.



- Avoiding overly emotional or romantic dialogue, as Shale is not interested in romance.

It's important to note that Shale’s approval doesn’t increase with romantic gestures, unlike other
companions. Instead, he values camaraderie, respect, and a shared sense of purpose.

Common Mistakes That Lower Shale Approval

Understanding what not to do is just as important. Certain actions and dialogue choices can quickly
decrease Shale’s approval, potentially causing him to leave your party or become less effective.

What to Avoid

Being Overly Emotional: Shale finds excessive sentimentality annoying or insincere.

e Ignoring His Past: Dismissing or mocking his history as a golem and prisoner can hurt
approval.

» Refusing to Support the Dwarves: Displaying disdain or ignorance about dwarven culture
alienates Shale.

* Making Weak or Cowardly Choices: Shale respects bravery and might lose respect if you
avoid confrontations.

e Engaging in Romance Attempts: Shale is not a romance option, and trying to pursue this
can confuse or displease him.

How to Check Shale’s Approval Level

In Dragon Age: Origins, you can gauge Shale’s approval through his dialogue and in-game reactions.
When you talk to Shale, pay attention to his tone and the topics he brings up. If he shares more about
his life or jokes around, that usually indicates positive approval.

Additionally, some mods or community tools provide more precise approval meters, but within the
vanilla game, it's mostly about reading the signs in conversation. Also, after key story moments or

guest completions, Shale may comment on your leadership, providing clues about his current
approval.

Incorporating Shale into Your Party Strategy

Beyond the approval mechanics, understanding how Shale fits into your party’s combat and story



strategy is vital. Shale excels as a tank, soaking up damage and protecting squishier characters like
mages or rogues.

Combat Tips for Using Shale

e Activate Rock Armor: When you have high approval, using Shale’s Rock Armor ability makes
him incredibly durable.

e Assign Defensive Equipment: Equip Shale with heavy armor and shields to maximize his
tanking potential.

» Position Strategically: Keep Shale at the front lines to draw enemy attention away from
weaker teammates.

e Pair with Support Characters: Combine Shale with healers or mages who can buff or heal
him during battle.

Story Impact of Shale’s Approval

High approval with Shale unlocks unique dialogue and reveals more about his mysterious origins and
the history of the dwarves. Players who invest time in gaining his trust will experience a richer
narrative, including moments of vulnerability that add depth to his otherwise stoic character.

This not only enhances immersion but also makes key story decisions more impactful, as Shale’s
perspective as a golem provides a unique lens on the events unfolding in Ferelden.

Final Thoughts on Dragon Age Origins Shale Approval

Navigating dragon age origins shale approval is a rewarding challenge for players who enjoy
character-driven storytelling combined with tactical gameplay. Shale’s distinct personality and
powerful combat skills make him a companion worth pursuing. By understanding his values, choosing
your dialogue carefully, and respecting his past, you'll unlock all the layers this stone guardian has to
offer.

Whether you're aiming to maximize your party’s strength or immerse yourself deeper into the lore of
Dragon Age, paying attention to Shale’s approval is a crucial piece of the puzzle. With patience and
strategic choices, you can turn this gruff golem into one of your most trusted allies on your quest to
save Ferelden.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Shale in Dragon Age: Origins?

Shale is a powerful golem companion in Dragon Age: Origins, known for its tanking abilities and
unique personality.

How do | recruit Shale in Dragon Age: Origins?

You recruit Shale by completing the quest 'Find Shale' in the Korcari Wilds after discovering a
damaged golem and helping to repair it.

What choices affect Shale's approval in Dragon Age: Origins?

Shale's approval is influenced by your decisions regarding golems, respect for golemkind, and
interactions during companion quests.

How can | increase Shale's approval rating?

You can increase Shale's approval by showing respect for golems, choosing dialogue options that
support golem autonomy, and completing Shale's personal quest successfully.

What happens if Shale's approval is low?

If Shale's approval is low, it may be less effective in battle, and you might miss out on certain
dialogue options and story developments related to Shale.

Are there specific dialogue options to boost Shale's approval?

Yes, choosing options that demonstrate understanding and respect for golems, and supporting Shale's
views during conversations will boost approval.

Can Shale be romanced in Dragon Age: Origins?

No, Shale cannot be romanced as it is a golem and does not have romance options like human or elf
companions.

Does Shale's approval affect combat performance?

While approval does not directly affect combat stats, a higher approval often means Shale will
perform better due to unlocked abilities and better morale.

Is Shale's approval reset if | reload a save or start a new
game?

Yes, Shale's approval resets with each new game or when you reload a save prior to gaining approval,
it must be rebuilt through gameplay choices.



Additional Resources

Dragon Age Origins Shale Approval: Navigating Companion Dynamics in Bioware’s Classic RPG

dragon age origins shale approval remains a topic of considerable interest among fans and
players aiming to maximize their gameplay experience in Bioware's critically acclaimed RPG. As one
of the unique and memorable companions in Dragon Age: Origins, Shale’'s approval system adds
depth to party dynamics and strategic engagement. Understanding how to effectively manage Shale’s
approval not only enhances player immersion but also unlocks narrative richness and gameplay
benefits.

Understanding Shale’s Role and Approval Mechanics

Shale, a powerful golem character, stands out due to its distinctive personality and combat
capabilities. Unlike human or elven companions, Shale’s approval system is influenced by different
factors, reflecting its non-organic nature. The approval rating in Dragon Age Origins governs how
companions react to the player’s decisions, dialogue choices, and specific in-game actions. For Shale,
approval is tied closely to respect, efficiency in battle, and alignment with the player’s leadership
style.

In terms of mechanics, Shale’s approval is less about emotional resonance and more about pragmatic
evaluation. This makes the companion’s approval system particularly intriguing because it challenges
players to think beyond traditional interpersonal relationships within the game. Instead, players must
consider strategic consistency and honor the golem’s unique perspective on the world.

Key Factors Influencing Shale’s Approval

To effectively manage Shale’s approval, players need to be aware of several critical elements:

» Dialogue Choices: Shale responds positively to straightforward and practical dialogue options
rather than overly emotional or whimsical statements.

e Combat Style: Utilizing Shale’s strengths in battle, such as tanking damage or protecting
allies, contributes positively to approval.

* Quest Decisions: Making decisions that align with Shale’s pragmatic worldview can lead to
increased approval. For example, choices that prioritize efficiency and justice over
sentimentality are favored.

 Interactions with Other Companions: Shale’s approval can be indirectly affected by how the
player manages relationships with other party members, especially those with conflicting
ideologies.



Comparing Shale’s Approval to Other Companions

In the broader context of Dragon Age Origins’ companion approval systems, Shale’s stands apart due
to its mechanical and narrative uniqueness. While many companions like Morrigan or Alistair have
approval systems heavily tied to emotional and moral alignments, Shale’s approval is comparatively
objective.
This distinction impacts gameplay in several ways:

1. Role-Playing Depth: Players looking for a more nuanced and less emotionally driven

companion approval system may find Shale’s approval refreshing.

2. Combat Strategy: Shale’s approval rewards players who effectively leverage its combat
strengths, encouraging tactical play rather than purely narrative-driven choices.

3. Questline Impact: Shale’s approval influences access to unique quests and dialogue,
enriching the narrative experience without the typical emotional baggage.

This comparison highlights Bioware’s design innovation in creating diverse companion dynamics,
catering to varied player preferences.

Pros and Cons of Managing Shale’s Approval

Like all game mechanics, the Shale approval system has its strengths and limitations:

e Pros:
o Encourages tactical and strategic gameplay.

o Offers a unique companion perspective that deviates from typical emotional approval
systems.

o Unlocks distinctive dialogue and quest content enriching the game’s lore.

e Cons:
o Can be less intuitive for players used to emotional approval systems.

o Requires careful attention to combat tactics and dialogue, which may slow down
gameplay for some.

o Limited emotional connection could reduce narrative engagement for certain players.



How to Optimize Shale’s Approval in Gameplay

Maximizing Shale’s approval in Dragon Age Origins involves a balanced approach combining combat
strategy and dialogue management. Practical steps include:

 Prioritize Shale’s Strengths: Use Shale as a frontline tank, absorbing damage and protecting
squishier companions.

e Choose Pragmatic Dialogue: Favor straightforward, no-nonsense responses that reflect
efficiency and logic.

* Align Quest Decisions: Make choices that emphasize justice and practicality, avoiding overly
sentimental or chaotic options.

e Monitor Party Dynamics: Ensure interactions with other companions don't create conflicts
that might indirectly harm Shale’s approval.

Players who master these approaches will find Shale’s approval system rewarding and
complementary to overall game progression.

Impact of Shale’s Approval on Narrative and Gameplay

Beyond numerical approval scores, Shale’s approval status influences several key aspects of Dragon
Age Origins:
» Dialogue Variations: Higher approval unlocks unique banter and lore-rich conversations.

* Combat Effectiveness: A companion who trusts and respects the player is more effective in
battle scenarios, with improved tactical cooperation.

¢ Quest Outcomes: Certain questlines and story arcs involving Shale hinge on approval levels,
affecting the player’s experience and choices.

This integration of approval mechanics into narrative and gameplay exemplifies the depth of
Bioware's design philosophy.



The Role of Shale in the Broader Dragon Age Universe

While Dragon Age Origins is the starting point for Shale’s character, understanding its approval
system provides insights into Bioware's approach to companion development across the franchise.
Shale’s unigue nature as a golem companion foreshadows the diverse character designs and approval
systems that appear in subsequent Dragon Age titles.

Moreover, Shale’s approval mechanics underscore the importance of tailored companion interactions,
which have become a hallmark of the series. Players who appreciate the intricacies of Shale’s
approval are often better equipped to navigate the complex interpersonal dynamics presented in later
games.

Overall, the dragon age origins shale approval system is not merely a gameplay mechanic but a
narrative device that enriches player engagement and exemplifies the sophistication of Bioware’s
role-playing design. For enthusiasts and newcomers alike, mastering Shale’'s approval offers a
rewarding avenue to experience the game’s depth and strategic potential.
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dragon age origins shale approval: Dragon Age Origins & Awakening - Strategy Guide
GamerGuides.com, 2015-10-27 You are a Grey Warden, last of a group of highly-skilled warriors
tasked to defeat the Archdemon and stop the Blight from spreading across the land. The Grey
Wardens are the only ones capable of defeating the Archdemon and sending the Darkspawn back to
the pits whence they came. Accrue a squad of highly memorable characters, each with their own
personalities and skills, to help you in your task and save Fereldan before it is too late. This guide
charts the adventures of the main walkthrough and all Downloadable Content and covers: - A
complete walkthrough from start to finish. - Every item and codex uncovered. - A complete
trophy/achievement guide. - Full coverage of all Downloadable Content including the massive DLC
Awakening.

dragon age origins shale approval: Dragon Age - Companions Source Wikia, 2013-09 This
book consists of articles from Wikia or other free sources online. Pages: 99. Chapters: Temporary
companions, Alistair, Anders, Ariane, Aveline Vallen, Bethany Hawke, Brogan Dace, Carver Hawke,
Companions, Companions, Companion armor, Dog, Fenris, Finn, Isabela, Jerrik Dace, Justice,
Leliana, Merrill, Mhairi, Morrigan, Nathaniel Howe, Oghren, Runic Golem, Sebastian Vael, Shale,
Sigrun, Silas Corthwaite, Sketch, Sten, Tallis, Teyrn Loghain Mac Tir, Tug, Varric Tethras, Velanna,
Wynne, Zevran Arainai, Bethany Hawke, Carver Hawke, Daveth, Fenarel, Gorim, Jowan, Leske, Lily,
Merrill, Mouse, Scout, Ser Gilmore, Ser Jory, Soris, Tamlen, Teyrna Eleanor Cousland. Excerpt:
Alistair is a playful and compassionate Grey Warden and one of the companions in Dragon Age:
Origins. He is a potential romance option for a female Warden. See Alistair/Approval for more
information. The hero can increase Alistair's approval rating through gifts (covered below), dialogue,
and plot decisions. Alistair responds well when you ask him to speak about himself. Typically,
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Alistair will try to deflect your question with a joke, which you can move past either by joking (often
leading to humorous conversation) or calling Alistair's bluff. Neither approach will affect his
approval. Alistair is, in a sense, shy and speaks often of Duncan and the Grey Wardens. In many
ways, Alistair views Duncan as a surrogate father. Always affirm his emotional responses, and his
approval rating will increase. When speaking of one's post-Joining experiences, Alistair approves of
responses that reflect his own. Admit to nightmares, increased appetite, etc. to slightly bump his
approval. When the hero speaks to Alistair about other personal things (such as sex), Alistair
admires answers which suggest both strength and experience. Do not mock him for his own softness
and relative inexperience, however, as these will negate any approval benefits the hero receives
through insisting on his own prowess. Alistair is..
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